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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Two Rivers house is a two-story brick-and-stone structure,
completed in 1859. The house is "L"-shaped in plan, and a two-
story balcony is situated on the inside of the "L", to the rear

of the house. The walls of the house -- brick,set on stone base-
ment walls -- are eighteen inches thick and all the ce111ngs rise
eighteen feet. The front of the house is accentuated by anelabo-
rately ornamented veranda whose roof is balustraded and forms a
second-story Veranda, the central thiF¥d of which is sheltered by
a portico.

One enters Two Rivers at the front through handsomely carved wooden
double doors sixteen feet tall into a huge entrance hall, from
which access is gained into other rooms and into the beautiful
double parlor on the left., 1In each room of the double parlor is
an identical crystal chandelier and an imported Italian marble
flreplace, once surmounted by huge gold-framed mirrors that came
“from New Orleans. The living room, located to the rear of the
entrance hall, is closed off by large wooden sliding doors.

Apparently, all the brick were made and the stone quarried on the
estate by McGavock's slaves. Almost every brick is stamped ''David
H. McGavock," Several bricks in the back porch wall are stamped:
"David, Willie, [and] Frank," Two are marked with a child's foot-
print, and the name Lena is also incribed in them. The timber
used for beams, the cedar porches and the interior surfaces were
cut from trees growing on the farm. The intricate filgree work
on the front veranda are also thought to have been carved out by
hand by McGavock's slaves.,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Two Rivers mansion is the second and principal house to be erected
on the Two Rivers Farm, so named because of its position at the junction
of the Stone's and Cumberland rivers. It was erected in 1859 by David
H. McGavock on land inherited by his wife, Willie, from her father,
William Harding. The mansion is one of the earliest, most significant,
and best preserved of the early Italianate houses in Middle Tennessee.

The small whitewashed brick house to the left, built in 1802 by William
Harding, was the first to be erected on the farm. In 1816, Dr. James
Priestly opened the first school for girls in Middle Tennessee in his
home one mile to the rear of the mansion on the Cumberland River bluff.
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