
FHR-8-300 (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 
See inst ruct ions in How to Complete National Register Forms  
Type all entr ies—complete appl icable sect ions 

P i W s S use only 

I NOV 3 1980 
Irecelved 

idate entered 

i 

1 . Name /^^c 
historic Sa lmond Tack F a c t o r y 

and/or common The Tack F a c t o r y ( P r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Locat ion StJ 
street & number 49 T i f f a n y Road 

5 
not for publication 

city, town ^ ^ ^ 1 1 
- I 

vicinity of congressional district 

state Massachusetts county ^ ^ ^ ^ 0 2 3 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public occupied agriculture museum 
* building(s) * private unoccupied — commercial park 

structure both worit in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
*_ no military other-

4. Owner of Property 

name South Shore Lincoln Press 

street & number 49 Tiffany Road 

city, town Norwell vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County Registry of Deeds 

street & number Russell Street 

city, town Plymouth state Nfessachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

of the rommrmwpalth has this property been determined elegibie? yes X no 

date 1979 federal * state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Conmission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered * original site 

^ good ruins — altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Salmond Tack Factory in Norwell, Massachusetts is located at the lower end of a mill 
pond created when a dam was bioilt across Third Herring Brook in the late 18th century. 

The original part of the Salmond Tack Factory is a low one story plus attic frame 
structure with a very broad, rather high pitched roof. Of post and beam construction, 
the building has heavy hand-hewn timbers. The exterior walls are covered with many 
layers of wood shingles over rough board sheathing. A brick chimney, approximately 30 
feet in height, rises from the north slope of the roof. I t is thought to have vented 
the f i r e used by the tack factory to heat metal. Foundations are of granite and native 
stone with some brick i n f i l l added over the years. A granite sluiceway, s t i l l 
operational, runs from the mill pond north to south beneath the approximate center of the 
original factory building and empties downstream into Third Herring Brook. The tack 
factory's water wheel and related equipment, once used to run the belt-driven tack 
machinery, are also s t i l l in place beneath the m i l l , though they have long been out 
of use. 

Later additions to the original ca. 1834 mill building are an e l l (ca. 1900) and shed 
(1970) on the north side and a sEed (ca. 1900) now used for shipping and receiving on 
the south side. They are frame construction with shingles over plywood sheathing. 

The present dam across Third Harring Brook is a reinforced concrete structure with 
multiple spillways across which are long-unused gates. A concrete retaining wall 
starting at the dam extends around the north side of the property and is reinforced 
at the sluiceway entrance. Dam and retaining wall are thought to have been constructed 
in the early 20th century. 



8. Significance 
Period 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_*_1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
archeology-historic 

. agriculture 
architecture 
art 

. commerce 

. communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

_ * _ industry 
invention 

law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

science 
. sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Speci f ic da tes 1834 Builder/Architect n/a 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Salmond Tack Factory, built ca. 1834 on a late 18th century mill site, remained 
in continuous operation for well over 100 years under the direction of several generations 
of the Salmond family. In this respect i t is unique in the history of Norwell. Today 
the tack factory building, with i t s intact granite sluiceway, is the last remaining 
example in Norwell of a water powered mill. S t i l l in place beneath the building, 
and possibly reclaimable, are the water wheel and related machinery once used to 
power the tack-maiking operations above. 

A grist m i l l , said to have been built by local entrepreneur, Charles Stockbridge, f i r s t 
occupied this site. He was succeeded by Recompense Tiffany who gave his name both to 
the pond and to nearby Tiffany Road. In about 1834 Captain Zephaniah Talbot and 
Captain Samuel Salmond acquired the water rights and, having constructed the main 
part of the present structure, established a tack works there. Several generations 
of the Salmond family continued to operated the tack factory, under the name of 
Samuel Salmond 8, Sons, well into the mid 20th century. Today a printing company 
operates in and owns the building. : sr 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
"A Narrative History of South Scituate-Norwell", by Joseph Foster Merritt, printed by 

Rockland Standard Publishing Co., Rockland, Mass., 1938, page 157 
"History of Shipbuilding on North River", by L. Vemon Briggs, printed by Cobum Brothers 

Printers, 114 Washington Street, Boston, Mass. 0889 

m hWm mi VERIFIED 10. Geographical Data 
1 27 

Acreage of nominated property ! 

Quadrangle name H a n o v e r . Mass . 

UMT References 

UTM NOT VERinCD 
Quadrangle scale ! • 24 ,000 
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VerlMil boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See sketch map enclosed 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Anne Booth. Consultant, with Jonathan H. Bond, Norwell Historical Commission 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission jjate September 1980 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470 

city or town Boston state 
Massachusetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forUHiy the Heritage Conservation and Recitation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical ConHnission 
title date 

For HCRS use only 
I herebyjcertify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 3 (980 J Chief of Registration 

G P O 938 B35 
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W.L. Garside 
July 23, 1979 
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Norwell, MA 
Salmond Tack Factory 

Plymouth Registry of Deeds 
October 10, 1969 
Not to scale ( o r i g i n a l l y l'=40') 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STXTE ft\SSACKaSETTS 

Date Entered 

Nana location 

Bolyoka Caoal SysCen 

Tack Factory, The 

Eddy Block 

Water Shops Armory 

Gunn and Hubbard Blocks 

Spauling Block 

Shunsray Block 

Bolyoke 
Hampden County 

Norwell vicinity 
Plymouth Cotmty 

Webster 
Worcester County 

Springfield 
Harden County 

Springfield 
Hampden Cotmty 

Webster 

Worcester County 

Webster 
Worcester County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul Tsongas 

Honorable Edward H. Kennedy 
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte 
Honorable Gerry E. Studds 
Honorable Edward P. Boland 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

NR Byers/bjr/1/6/81 

For further infonnation, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 


