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The South Mountain Concert H a l l i s located near the center of a 200 acre 
t r a c t of land and i s screened on a l l sides by woods which provide a n a t u r a l 
b a r r i e r against the d i s t r a c t i o n s of background noise. The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
s i m p l i c i t y of the Concert H a l l enables i t t o blend harmoniously w i t h t h i s 
n a t u r a l s e t t i n g , which i s a v i t a l element i n the successful use of the 
b u i l d i n g . 

The Concert H a l l i s a one-story b u i l d i n g measuring 105 by 42 f e e t ; i t is 
constructed o f wood and has a h i p roo f w i t h a c e n t r a l cupola. The main 
(east) e l e v a t i o n i s d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e bays, each of which i s set w i t h French 
doors topped by paire d casement windows and a f l u s h fan l i g h t . The entrance 
t o the b u i l d i n g , located on the west side, i s covered by a 22 by 58 f o o t 
porte-cochere above which i s a row of hinged windows. These windows combine 
w i t h those i n the opposite e l e v a t i o n t o take maximum advantage of the natura], 
c o o l i n g e f f e c t s of the surrounding wooded area, an important feature as the 
b u i l d i n g was designed p r i m a r i l y f o r summer use. 

The i n t e r i o r of the Concert H a l l has a simple, f u n c t i o n a l design. The 
rows of seats are pews taken from a de-consecrated church i n Vermont. The 
auditorium f l o o r slopes g r a d u a l l y , enabling viewers i n the rear t o see the 
performers on the s e m i - c i r c u l a r stage and c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the sense o f i n t i ­
macy which i s achieved despite the size o f the h a l l . The exposed framing of 
the b u i l d i n g includes massive timbers from an e a r l y nineteenth century m i l l 
i n Hinsdale, Massachusetts. The wood paneling of the w a l l s , together w i t h 
these c e n t u r y - o l d timbers, provides e x c e p t i o n a l l y f i n e resonance, i d e a l f o r 
chamber music. These unusual accoustics coupled w i t h the large expanse of 
windows and doors i n the eastern w a l l enable audiences seated on the slo p i n g 
lawn t o enjoy the f u l l musical q u a l i t y of performances i n the h a l l . 

The boundaries of t h i s submission include 300 f e e t o f land on a l l sides 
of the b u i l d i n g . 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The South Mountain Concert H a l l has been a center of music and 
educational a c t i v i t i e s i n Berkshire County, Massachusetts, f o r more than 
h a l f a century. The Concert H a l l was b u i l t w i t h funds given by Mrs. E l i z a ­
beth Sprague Coolidge on land which she also provided. The b u i l d i n g was 
completed i n 1918 and was used f o r the f i r s t time i n September of t h a t 
year. This i n i t i a l Berkshire F e s t i v a l of Chamber Music became the f i r s t 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known se r i e s of musical events t o be presented i n Berkshire 
County. Outstanding American and European musicians took p a r t i n the Berk­
s h i r e F e s t i v a l s , which continued annually through 1925. 

By 1924, i t had become apparent t h a t the Berkshire F e s t i v a l of Chamber 
Music had generated f a r more than l o c a l i n t e r e s t . Mr. Willem W i l l e k e , 
music d i r e c t o r of the F e s t i v a l s , suggested t h a t Washington, D. C. would be 
the appropriate l o c a t i o n f o r an expansion o f the F e s t i v a l s . The success of 
t h i s new concert serifes and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t which i t aroused 
formed the basis of Mrs. Coolidge's d e c i s i o n t o c o n t r i b u t e funds f o r con­
s t r u c t i o n of the Coolidge Auditorium i n the L i b r a r y of Congress and t o 
e s t a b l i s h the E l i z a b e t h Sprague Coolidge Foundation t o provide f o r p e r f o r ­
mances of chamber music t h e r e . The Coolidge Foundation has maintained a 
continuous connection w i t h South Mountain arid sponsors concerts t h e r e . 

The Elshuco T r i o , which was formed a t South Mountain, performed a t the 
Concert H a l l and throughout the United States from 1918 t o 1933. Some two 
hundred compositions f o r chamber groups have been premiered a t the South 
Mountain Concert H a l l , among them works by Bartok, Webern, Ravel, Schoenber(^ 
and Stravinsky. The twenty-four chamber works of Johannes Brahms were 
f i r s t performed as a Brahms cycle a t the Concert H a l l i n 1924. Among the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y known a r t i s t s who have appeared on the South Mountain stage 
are Rudolf Serkin, Leontyne P r i c e , Leonard Bernstein, the New York Pro 
Musica, the J u l l i a r d Quartet, the Guarneri Quartet and the Budapest Quartet. 
I n 1955, South Mountain organized i t s Young Audiences Concerts. This annua 
s e r i e s , which now includes t w e n t y - f i v e concerts, i s presented a t the Concerj; 
H a l l and i n p u b l i c schools throughout Berkshire County. 

Both the Concert H a l l and two hundred acres of surrounding open land 
are owned and maintained by the South Mountain A s s o c i a t i o n . These exten­
sive grounds, operated by the Associa t i o n as a nature preserve, are open 

year-round f o r h i k i n g and i n wi n t e r f o r snowshoeing and cross-coantry 
s k i i n g . Though the whole of the grounds i s not included i n t h i s submission 
(see c o n t i n u a t i o n sheet) 
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Note: Library of Congress (Music Division) has a complete collection of 
South Mountain programs since 1918. 
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South Mountain Concert Hall, P i t t s f i e l d 

8. Statement of Significance (continued) 

they contribute to the significance of the Concert Hall since they provide 
valuable recreational land for the City of P i t t s f i e l d , Massachusetts. 
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