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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OFTHE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES Berkshire
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM R MBS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries complete applicable sections) W6 M
1. NAME
C OMMON :
South Mountain Concert Hall
AN D/OR HISTO RIC:
|2. LOCATION
?ini.~_Lj?Ji? NUMBER: NE - { J//IN-td «/ 4NT " L<T, o
Na/? South Mountain Road
CITY ORTOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Pittsfield First
STATE cope COUNTY: CoDE
Massachusetts 025 Berkshire 003
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
, OWNERSHIP STATU.Y
('Check One; TO THE PUBLIC
. Disfrict g Building . Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
. Site Q Structure H  Private I I InProcess i 1 Unoccupied [5 Restricted
. Object . Both I | Being Considered . Preservation work Q Unrestricted
in progres.*- + No
PRESENT USE (Check One orMore as Appropriate) O: 1in,
I 1 Agricultural i | Government . Park I 1 Trans porHAi'oti (~Mtonif/rts. A
I I Commercial I 1 Industrial ( 1 Private Residence « Other /fSB.ec;fyJ
[x] Educational I 1 Military I | Religious
6cl Entertainment Q Museum | 1 Scientific

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME;

South Mountain Association

STREET AND NUMBER:

BOX 23

CITY ORTOWN:

Pittsfield

tOCATtON OF LEGAL OESCf?IPTION

COURTHOUSE,

REGISTRY O FDEEDS,ETC:

Berkshire Registry of Deeds, Mddle District

STREET AND NUMBER:

Wendel | Avenue
Cl TY OR TOWN:
Pittsfield

6. REPRESENTATION INEXISTING

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Berkshire County Regional

DATE OFSURVEY: 197 2
DEPOSITORY FORSURVEY

Berkshire
STREET AND NUMBER:

113 East Housatoni

CITY OR TOWN;

Pittsfield

County Historical

SURVEYS

Survey

. Federol
RECORDS:

Society

c Street

STATE:

Massachusetts 025
STATE

Massachusetts 025
- State County Q Local
STATE: CODE
Massachusetts 025

to
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DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
Excellent E Good . Fair . Deterioroted I | Ruins Q Unexposed
CONDITION CCheck One; (Check One;
Altered E Unaltered n Moved S Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The South Mountain Concert Hall i slocated near thecenter of a 200 acre

tract of land and i sscreened on all sides by woods which provide a natural
barrier against the distractions of background noise. The architectural
simplicity of the Concert Hall enables i ttoblend harmoniously with this
natural setting, which i savital element i nthesuccessful use of the
building.

The Concert Hall i sa one-story building measuring 105 by 42 feet; i t i
constructed of wood and has a hi proof with a central cupola. The main
(east) elevation i sdivided into five bays, each of which i ssetwith French
doors topped by paired casement wi ndows and a flush fanlight. The entrance
to thebuilding, located on t hewest side, i scovered by a 22 by 58 foot
porte-cochere above which i sa rowof hinged windows. These w ndows conbine
with those i ntheopposite elevation t otake maxi mum advantage of t he natura],
cooling effects of thesurroundi ngwoded area, an important feature asthe
building was designed primarily for sumrer use.

The interior of the Concert Hall has a simple, functional design. The
rows of seats are pews taken from a de-consecrated church i nVermont. The
auditorium floor slopes gradually, enabling viewers i ntherear to seethe
performers on thesemi-circular stage and contributing tothesense of inti-
macy which i sachieved despite thesize of thehall. The exposed fram ngof
the building includes massive timbers froman early nineteenth century mill
in Hinsdal e, Massachusetts. The wood paneling of thewalls, together with
these century-old timbers, provides exceptionally fine resonance, idealfor
chanber music. These unusual accoustics coupled with thelarge expanse of
wi ndows and doors i ntheeastern wall enable audiences seated on the sloping
lawn t oenjoy thefull musical quality of performances i nthe hall.

The boundaries of this subm ssion include 300 feet of land on all sides
of the building.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Cfreck One or More as Appropriate)
1 1 Pre-Columbian’ CZ] 16th Century . 18th Century {{J 20th Century
I | 15th Century . 17th Century n 19'h Century
SPECIFIC DATEIs) f/f/lppl/icab/e and Known) 1918
AREAS OF SIGNI  FiCANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal ” Education . Political [ 1 Urban Planning
[31 Prehi storic | 1 Engineering Religion Phi. . Other (Specify)
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
(1 Agriculture I | Invention [] Science
I 1 Architecture | 1 Landscape [31 Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
I'I Commerce [3] Literature itarian
[ 1 Communications [ 1 Military Q Theater
I 1 Conservation
Sc' Music 1 Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Mountain Concert Hall has been a center of nusic and
educational activities i nBerkshire County, Massachusetts, for nore than
half a century. The Concert Hall was built with funds given by Mrs. Eliza-
beth Sprague Coolidge on land which she also provided. The building was
completed i n1918 and was used for thefirst time i nSeptember of that
year. This initial BerkshireFestival of Chanber Miusic becanme t he first
internationally known series of musical events t o be presented i n Berkshire
County. Outstanding American and European musicians took part i nthe Berk-
shire Festivals, which continued annually through 1925.

By 1924, it had beconme apparent that theBerkshireFestival of Chanber
Music had generated far nore than local interest. M. WIllem WIIleke,
music director of theFestivals, suggested that Washington, D C would be
the appropriate location for an expansion of theFestivals. The success of
this new concert serifes and t heinternational interest which i t aroused
formed t hebasis of Ms. Coolidge's decision tocontribute funds for con-
struction of the Coolidge Auditoriumi nthelibrary of Congress andto
establish thekElizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foundation t oprovide for perfor-
mances of chamber nusic there. The Coolidge Foundation has maintained a
continuous connectionwith South Mountain arid sponsors concerts there.

The El shuco Trio, which was formed at South Mountain, performed at the
Concert Hall and throughout theUnited States from 1918 t 0 1933. Sone t wo
hundred compositions for chamber groups have been prem ered at t he South

Mount ain Concert Hall, anmong them works by Bartok, Webern, Ravel, Schoenber ("
and Stravinsky. The twenty-four chanmber works of Johannes Brahns were
first performed as a Brahns cycle at t he Concert Hall i n1924. Anongt he

internationally known artists who have appeared on t he South Mountain stage
are  Rudol f Serkin, Leontyne Price, Leonard Bernstein, theNew York Pro
Musica, thelJulliard Quartet, the Guarneri Quartet and t he Budapest Quartet.
In 1955, South Mountain organized its Young Audiences Concerts. This annua
series, which now includes twenty-five concerts, i spresented at t heConcerj;
Hall and i npublic schools throughout Berkshire County.

Both t he Concert Hall and two hundred acres of surroundi ng open |and
are  owned and maintained by t he South Mountain Association. These exten-
sive grounds, operated by theAssociation as a nature preserve, are open

year-round for hiking and i nwinter f or snowshoeing and cross-coantry
skiing. Though t hewhole of thegrounds i snot included i nthis subm ssion
(see  continuation sheet)



NMAJOR Bl BLI OGRAPH CAL  REFERENCES

Cobbett, Walter W/Ison. Cyclopedic Survey of Chanber Misic; Oxford Press,

1928, pp. 302, 20.
Gove's Dictionary of Misic and Musicians, Vol ||, fifth edit

Note: Library of Congress (Misic Division) has a conplete co
South Mountain prograns since1918.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANC LONGI""JDE
DEFINING THci LLNTAR POIN | OF A PROPERTY

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN T

ion, 1954, p. 42:!.

[lection of

COORDINATES

EN ACRES

CORNER LATITU DE LONGI TUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds  Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 42° 25 '16 " 73 ° 15+« 58 " o . >
NE 42° 25 '16 " 13 ° 15+ 49 -
SE 42° 25 0035 ' 13 ° 15« 49 -
SiL 420 25 -09n - 73 ° 15+« 58

AP_PROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY:
c. ,10 acres

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR C/6"t»{jXY BOJ/*"E£r R|%;S " (i~\

COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

. FORMPREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE

Doafld S. Smith) Executive Director phone; 413-442-

ORGANI ZATI ON

Berkshire County Historical Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

N 113 East Housatonic Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Pittsfield Massachusetts,,
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA 1 ION NATIONAL REGISTER

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated accordinc; to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nominationis:

tional || State Local 0

"3

for Eliz. R Amadon, State Survezl Dir. (617) 727-8470

1793)

DATE

June 21. 1973

025
VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

Director, Office  of Arctieotogy and Hi/tdric Preservation

7/\

X". DffVOREN, Secretary of ATTEST:
lonwealth and
irman of the Massachusetts
Historical Commission _ _
Keeper of ThANational Register
Dae j~1y5, 1973 Dete trooopn

GPO 931-894
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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(Continuation  Sheet)

(Number all  entries)

South Mountain Concert Hall, Pittsfield

8. Statenent of Significance (continued)

STATE

Massachusetts
COUNTY
Berkshire
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
m - 4 Wi

they contributetothesignificanceof t heConcert Hall since they provide
valuable recreational land for theCity of Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

GPO 921.724
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Form 10-301
(July 1968)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach toor enclose with map)

1. NAME
C OMMON

South Mountain Concert Hall

2. LOCATION
STATE

Massachusetts

STREET AND NUMBER

New South Mountain Road

3. MAP REFERENCE

USGS Pittsfield West,

REQUI REMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARI ES,

AND/OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE  (Aoolgnod by NQg)

Temple of Music

COUNTY TOWN

Berkshire Pittsfield I

1959 1: 24,000

WHERE REQUI RED. AND NORTH ARROW

GPO 932.010
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