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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
(Rev . 6-72) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Berksh i r e 
FOR NFS USE O N L Y 

ENTRY DATE 

1. NAME 
C OMMON: 

Windsor P r i n t Works 
A N D / O R H I S T O R ; C : 

Wind.qnr. Pr in t , Wn;r>;;p 
2. iOCATtON 

S T R E E T A N a N U M B E R : 

121 Union S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

N o r t h Adams 

C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 

F i r s t 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

C O D E C O U N T Y : 

B e r k s h i r e 

C O D E 
S T A T E 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s 025 

C O U N T Y : 

B e r k s h i r e 003 
3. C L A S S t F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t [ 2 B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b i e c f 

• P u b l i c 

H P r i va te 

• Bo th 

P u b l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

f~\ In Process 

^ Be ing Cons ide red 

W Occup ied 

n U noccup ied 

Q ] P r e s e r v a t i o n work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

Yes: 

0 R e s t r i c t e d 

1 1 U n r e s t r i c t e d 

• No 

PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commerc ia l 

I I E d u c a t i o n a l 

[~] En te r ta inment 

I I Government 

H I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 I Museum 

• Park 

I I P r i va te Res idence 

i 1 R e l i g i o u s 

I I S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

U . O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 



[7 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
• E x c e l l e n t • Good 

(ChecA; One) 

Fa i r • De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

fChecfc One ; 

g A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved H O r i g i n a l Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( U k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

^ The Windsor P r i n t Works i s a complex of twelve bri c k m i l l buildings on 
nine acres^of land at Union and C l i f f Streets i n North Adams. Wooded 
slopes r i s e to the north of the complex, and some company-built workers' 
houses stand across Union Street to the south. 

\The buildings of the Windsor Pri n t Works are as follows: Folding and 
Engraving Building (1872); Calendar Building (1872); Dye House (1882; 
t h i r d story, 1902); Color Building (1882); Steam Building (1882); Padding 
Building (1894); Printing Building (1897); Singeing Building (1895); 
a two-building Packing House (1889); and a large Store House (1889). A l l 
are b u i l t of brick and are two to four stories high, with s l i g h t l y pitched 
gable roofs and regularly spaced rectangular window openings. Most of 
the buildings have granite s i l l s , twelve-over-twelve wooden sash, and 
a corbeled brick cornice. 

Additional buildings of the same period and style stood to the north 
and west of the complex u n t i l the early I960's. Although the present 
buildings a l l date from the period 1872-1897, the origins of the Windsor 
Pr i n t Works go back to 1828, and the s i t e has been continuously occupied 
since that time> Power for the complex o r i g i n a l l y came from a canal o f f 
the North Branch of the Hoosic River. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lumb ian ; Q 16th Century 

• 15th Century • 17th Century 

• 18th Century 

19th Century 

• 20fh Centur 

SPECI Fl C D A T E ( S ) ( I I A p p l i c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 7 2 - 1 8 9 7 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g ina l 

I 1 P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I 1 Commerce 

[ I Commun ica t i ons 

[ 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n 

[ 1 Educa t ion 

1 I Eng ineer ing 

(X] Indus t ry 

I I I nven t i on 

[ I Landscape 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

\ I M i l i t a r y 

n Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

Q Science 

I I Sculpture 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i an 

[ • Thea te r 

1 1 T ranspo r t a t i on 

( I Urban Planning 

• Other (Specify) 

u 

'til 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

^The Windsor Pri n t Works i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the f i r s t cotton-fabric p r i n t 
works i n Western Massachusetts and one of the f i r s t i n the country. 
I t was the f i r s t m i l l i n the United States to nap printed cotton flannelsX 

The origins of the Windsor Pri n t Works go back to 1828, when Caleb B. 
Turner purchased the s i t e from Otis Hodge, Jr. and erected a small building 
for the p r i n t i n g of cotton c l o t h . The building burned i n 1830, but 
was replaced by a larger structure the following year. In 1837 the company 
f a i l e d , and the m i l l remained i d l e u n t i l the property was purchased i n 
1843 by Joseph and James Marshall. In 1863 W.W, Freeman, L.L. Brown, and 
William L. Blackinton purchased the complex under the name Richardson, 
Freeman, and Co. The plant expanded throughout t h i s period. During the 
second h a l f of the 1880's the company became the Windsor Print Works. 
Buildings continued to be b u i l t u n t i l 1897. 

The Windsor Print Works i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the oldest 
and most a t t r a c t i v e m i l l complexes i n the North Adams area. Exemplifying 
the simple, straightforward style of m i l l architecture of the l a s t quarter 
of the nineteenth century, the buildings of the Windsor P r i n t Works, now 
obsolete for t h e i r o r i g i n a l purpose, o f f e r the opportunity of conversion 
to the adaptive use of a community center for creative arts and education. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHtCAL REFERENCES 
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New York Mercantile I l l u s t r a t i n g Company, 1898. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

L O N GI T U D E 

Degrees Minu tes Seconds 

L ^ T I T U P F A N D L . O M G I " ^ ' J D E C O O R D I N A T L S 

D E F I N I N G T H t L t N T I i R P O I N T O F A P r t O P E R T Y 

L A T l T U D E L O N GI T U D E 

Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

42 ° 42 ' 03" 
Degrees M inu tes Seconds 

73 ° 06 ' 13* 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : n X n e a C r e S 

( L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U y Y , - B O U r| 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

Laurie Robin Hagpel for Elizabeth R. Amadon, State Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T l O N 

Massachû e-i-.-hs HiF;torical Commission, February 20.1973 

:orp. 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

AD Rc^arpi i g^-t-rpe-h 
C J T Y O R T O W N : 

..Boston 12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I lOfsj 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State B Local • 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 0 2 5 

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

IF. X. DAVOREN, Secretary of 
theM:ommonwealth and Chairman of 

Ti t l e f h P iviaRFi^^nhnReti-':! H i .g -hnr ica3 

Commission 

Date 
A p r i l 18, 1973 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 

Director. Office of Archeology and His^or^c Preservation 

Dafe 
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PROPERTY /̂ W-W..--
WORKING NUMBER 

TECH REVIEW 
Photos / 

Maps 

CONTROL REVIEW 

f3 
HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST ^A^feMS^^ i^AtKK. Ako^. & ^ S//*/^9. 

0^ 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

BRP>NCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

National Register write-up 

Federal Register entry "7 ^ - 7 3 

Send-back 

Re-submit 

Entered MY I 7 1973 









Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

1. NAME 
COMMON 

Windsor P r i n t Works 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C 

Windsor P r i n t Works,Windsor 
Company,Print Works.Freeman 
Hanurac tu rmg Company. 

NUMERIC CODE (Aaalgned by NPS) 

MAY 1 BTS 

2. LOCATION 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUN TY 

Berksh i re 
TOWN 

Nor th Adams 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

121 Union Street 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

U . S . G . S . 1960 

S C A L E 

1:24000 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S . W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W -

G P O 9 3 2 - 0 1 0 





Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

f 
I 

1. NAME 
c f o M M O N A N D / O R H I S T O R I C NUMERIC CODE (ABsl^ed by NPS) 

^ 
W i n d s o r P r i n t Works 

2. LOCATION 

S T A T E C O U N T Y T O W N 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s B e r k s h i r e N o r t h Adams 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E 

sketch of area 1973 

SCALE 

not drawn to scale 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S , W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W 

GPO 93 2.010 



MASSACHUSETTS, NORTH ADAMS 

WINDSOR PRINT WORKS 

Principal buildings standing i n 1973 

not to scale 

A. Folding and Engraving Building (1872) 
B. Calendar Building (1872) 
C. Dye House (1882; t h i r d story, 1902) 
D. Color Building (1882) 
E. Steam Building (1882) 
F. Padding Building (1894) 

G. Printing Building (1874) 
H. Printing Building (1897) 
I . Singeing Building (1895 
J. Packing House (1889) 
K. Store House (1889) 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered HAY 1 ̂  

Name Location 

Windsor Print Works North Adaos 
Berkshire County 

Hon. Edward M. Kemiohf" Notified 

Hon. Edward V̂. Brooke 
Hon, Silvio Conte 
Director, Northeast Region 

St̂ t:«k&i«ttoric Er^i^rvation Officer 
Kr» ^alM^^lim^fi^^^^^^^ 
Maine Hist^^^^^^eservation 

Coi2an:̂ ê K>n 
31 V̂ f̂fitf̂ rn Averaie 
Au«^a, Maine 0*̂ 550 

PHE NRowland:lmp 5-21-73 


