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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Two story Dutch colonial 10-room structure constructed from exact Dutch
pattern, Holland biick, hand-hewn timbers and native fieldstone with clay and
straw mortar; 42 foot long beams; stone cellar foundation under main part of
house; 18" outside walls. Six fireplaces with original blackened firebricks
(one hearth hidden in kitchen) Unique suspended fireplace over-hang in kitchen
wing (which is oldest portion of house.) Date 1696 carved on attic beanm.

Two main halls in house run 4O foot depth. Most floors original. Front
porch and dormers added in 1850, These kitchen wing dormers removed later,
Original HL hinges cross paréls (protection against witches!) Fan light above
front6door. Original well supposedly dug by A. Brockholst. Rooms restored
in 1963. ‘

The old Colfax bridge crossed the Ramapo River directly in back of the
house. Under an agréement in 1836 with General William Colfax, the Morris
Canal and Banking Company erected another bridge 200 yeards south of the
house.

A milestone on the front lawn reads "23 miles to Hoboken or Jersey City"
long the Paterson Hamburg Turnpike built in 1804 "66 feet wide and as straig
the land will permit."™ A tollkeepers house still stands across the street,
ere a Colfax collected tolls and sipplimented his income by making boots
d shoes. '

The family burial ground is 100 yards north of the house. A pylon
monument marks the graves of General William Colfax and his wife Hester.
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ISTATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1683, Arent Schuyler bought from the Minisi Indians living in this
area, 5,500 acres on June 16,1695 for merchandise and wampum worth £250
with other purchasers Anthony Brockholst, Samuel Bayard, George Ryerson,
John Mead, Samuel Berrie, David and Hendrick Manderville from Proprietors
of the East Jersey Company., These family names remain today here,

Captain Schuyler had won his commission in the British Army in the
Indian wars between the French and English in Canada and was familiar with
this territory when he was sent to treat with the Indi by the Governors
of New York and New Jersey. Here he built his home in 1695)in the "wonderous
beautiful valley" on the banks of the Ramapo River. He moved to New Bar-
badoes Neck (Belleville) in 1710, where he operated a copper mine,

Here, Captain William Colfax, who had come from Comnecticut and was
second in command of General George Washington's Life Guards, met, courted
and then married Hester Schuyler, daughter of Casparus Schuyler, granddaughtpr
of Arent Schuyler, on August 27, 1773. They raised 3 sons-Schuyler, whose
own son was to become vice-president of the United States under U.S. Grant,

-Dr. William and George Washington Colfax. The last two were residents of
the town.

George and Martha Washington came to the house when his namesake was
christened. Mrs. Washington knitted a nightcap for George Colfax which is
now in the possession of Dr., Jane Colfax. Other items of interest are chairg
occupied by Washington, a Warner mirror (1741) Lafayette crockery, beaver hat
belonging to George Schuyler, poke bonnet of Hester Colfax, cannonballs and
other relics found on the property.

Fourteen slaves lived here in 1861 and into the 1900's,

-A most interesting observation is the eighth gneration of Colfax's occu?y
the home today. It is one of few homes in our country, built before 1700,
never sold and is still lived in by descendant of the original owner, Dr.

Colfax and her brother, Dr. Richard Colfax of Pompton lLakes remain as direct
flescendants, ~
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

I hereBy certify that this property is included in the

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been 3
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set / ,v/k_a/\%
i, e

forth by the National Park Service. The rec ended N
or v the Nationa @ i recommen Chief, Office of Archeology and Histetic Preservation

level of significance of this nomination is:
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Date 4,7/‘3/ ? (s-
Na
Richard J. ivan
Title
Commissioner, Department of
Environmental Protection

pate August 2, 1972
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