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The Warel ands in Norfolk, Massachusetts i sconprised of 7 3/4 acres of property. | t
includes theElisha Ware House, t heWarel ands Dairy Barn, the Warelands M |k Bottling
House, a shed, well house and cellar hole of the first house. The original vast
acreage was purchased i n 1667 by Robert ware t heAged. | n 1974 the present owners
acquired forty acres surrounding the€Elisha Ware House for the purpose of historic
conservation.

sthe Elisha Ware House i slocated i na natural setting at thetopof a gradually sloping
hill surrounded by three acres of well maintained |awns, gardens, trees, and stone
walls with ccnpatable outbuildings. These merge on t henorth, west, and east into
seven acres of fields and young orchards, al | bordered by thirty acres of woods. I n
"1746, Elisha Ware...married Phebe Clarke of Easie Plains, Wl pole, who brought her
white brides rosebush t oplant beside the door rock", where i tstill grows today.

The Elisha Ware House was built i n1733 by Ebenezer Ware (1677-1750), grandson of

Robert Ware the Aged. The house is named for Ebenezer's fourth child, Elisha (1715-1796)
The structure faces south toward Boardmanstreet. |t i sawell proportioned 37 x 33",

2h story saltbox. The exteriorwalls and theridge roof arecovered with cedar

shingles. The original house retains a large brick center chimey. The entablature,
corner boards, and water table areplain, painted white. A center entrance on the
symetrical 5 bay wi de facade i sa wooden door framed by a wi de nol ded architrave,

headed by a four |ight wi ndow, and crowned by a projectingtriamgular pedi ment.

The fenestrationof theoriginal structure has been changed three times. The 1733
casenents of dianond |ights i nlead mullions were replaced i n1871by 5/ 6 sash w ndows.
These were replaced i nturn by Charlotte Ware i n1905-13. She had installed seventeen
doubl e hung sash of 6/6, with t heexception of one narrow 4/4 on t hecenter of the
second story facade, and six casenents of either six or nine lights onthethree
remaining elevations. Charlotte Ware also replaced thefour early blown bull's-eye
lights over thefacade door with clear lights. I naddition a bay wi ndowwas constructed
on the north elevation which consists of six casenents, each with 12/12 dianond |ights
set i nlead mullions with thetwo corner casenents angled at 45°. Five of t hecasenents
are hinged, one i sfixed andretains theoriginal blown dianmond |ights.

A north elevation entrance was added by Charlotte Ware with two fixed units, each
with twenty-two dianmond |ights seti nlead mullions,

The interior iswell preserved. The original interior was a 2 roomplan. The center
chimey has a 14 x 15 ft. base i nthecellar. O thefour original functioning fire-
places, three have cranes, two have brick baking ovens and deep, built-in storage

spaces t oone side, one has an added Franklin stove, and al | thefireplaces and ovens
have individual flues which join thecentral chimey. Predom nating original features
within the house include twobatten entrance doors, double paneled interior doors,
wrought iron hinges and | atches, and wooden pegs. The oak girt and plate timbers were
broadaxed, and mortise and tenoned. The shoul dered posts arein nolded casings.
Chanfered summer beans areheld inplace invisible dovetail joints without pegs. Floors
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are wi de planked, andwalls and doors aresheathed i nfull length vertical feather edge

boards. Qne of thefireplaces i striple paneled anddelft tiled. The ceilings on all
three stories areof exposed joists andplanks, of early whitewashed plaster, or of

a combination of thetw. The six windows of thetwosouth roons onthefirst story
retain original interior sliding shutters.

From 1905t 0 1913 Charlotte Ware nade alterations and additions t otheoriginal housei n
order t oacconodate t heWarel ands Dairy andDairy School. Theroof line onthenorth

el evation was extended at a lesser pitch, as thenorth elevation was noved six feet back
largely intact. For additional ceiling height, theoriginal flooring andhearth of this
northwest roomwere |owered a foot. A shed dormer was raised onthewest end of the
north elevation. A 26' x 22", twostory wing was extended fromtheeast elevation

of themain house. This wing i ssheathed androofed i ncedar shingles, and contains

a large brick center chimey. |t repeats thestyle of themin house with its shed
roof. A wide shed dormer was built oijto thenorth elevation of thewing at thetime

of itsconstruction. There i sanentrance onthenorth elevation.

A further addition was made i nt heform of a 47' x 12', one story wing extended from
the east elevation of thetwostory wing. This wing i salso covered with shingles,

and has a shed built out tenfeet fromtheeastern half of itsnorth elevation. An
original attached ridge roof shed was nmoved from t heeast elevation of t he 1733 house
to theeastern third of thefacade ontheone story wing. The original batten door and
early clapboards remain onthis shed. The facade of theonestory wing has a pair of
7 x 9 elliptical arched openings with wooden keystones. These arerepeated on t he
north elevat ion and create a breezeway.

Fenestration i nthe1905-13 wings consists of twenty casenents of either six or nine
lights, andsix 6/6 sash windows ont hesouth and east elevations.

The outbuildings include Charlotte Ware's 1905-13 Dairy Barn and Bottling House. The
36 X 50', twostory barn faces south. | 't i ssheathed i ncedar shingles, andhas an
asphalt shingled ridge roof with a monitor gable. Fenestration was nadefunctionally
extensive ont heeast, west, andsouth elevations for superior ventilation and |ight.
The east andwest elevations both have tworows of fourteen casenents each, with six
lights per casenent i nt heupper row, andtwelve |ights per casement i nt helower.
Ttie south elevation has eight, twelve light casenents, and a louvered opening i n the
gable. A wooden ranp leads t oa large 9 x 8" sliding wooden door which i s flanked

by two standard wooden doors. The louvered vent andt hedoors areduplicated on t he
north elevation where there i salso a 1945 attached, 20 x 30' ridge roof shed with
four, twelve I|ight casements.
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The Dairy Bottling House i san 18 x 42', one and a half story structure which faces
south. The ridge roof building i ssheathed i nshingles, has a dormer i nthe northern
end of theeast elevation, and a tall brick chirmmey. A 5 x 4 ridge roof porch shelters
the center entrance on thefacade. The seventeen windows aretwelve |ight casenents.
The blown bull's eye lights fromthefront door of the 1733 house were relocated i n

this entrance. There aredoors on the north and south ends of the western elevation.

Other structures at the Warelands include a functioning original well, a 1945 turkey
shed, a 1973 wel | house, and a 1976 pool house. Al | these arei n keeping withthe
architectural style and excellent condition of theearly buildings.
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The warelands i ssignificant both architecturally and historically. The land was
settled i n1661 by Robert Ware. The cellar hole of his 1690 house i s preserved and
included within the nomnated acreage. The original 1733 structure i sa well-preserved
saltbox house within forty acres of conservation land. The extensions and outbuildings
conpl ement t hehouse i ntheir harmonious styles. The property i shistorically important
not only because i twas owned for over 250 years by the Ware family, who figured
promnently i nexploration, settlement, andthedevel opment of community affairs, but
al so because i twas thesite of one of theearliest and nost significant preventative
mlk sanitation experiments i nthenation's history. Charlotte Ware's Warel ands

Dairy and.Dairy School greatly influenced agricultural dairy practices, themlk
industry and conmercial tranport, and t hesale of mlk. Her scientific, educational,
soci al -humanitarian, and governmental inpact was inmeasurable.

The Warel ands Dairy produced t hehighest quality certified mlk i ntheunited States
during the period 1905-1913, at a time when hundreds of thousands of children and

adults were stricken annually by diarrheal and tubercular milk diseases, as well as

by mlk carried organisms such as typhoid, scarlet fever and diphtheria. Before pas-
teurization "it was thefirst dairywhoseproduct was certified by theM Ik Conm ssion

of theSuffolk District Medical Society, Boston." Charlotte Ware attained these achieve-
ments by t heestablishment of unprecedented function-oriented facilities (still existing),
and by an el aborate series of meticulous procedures (described at length in Bostonia

of Boston University Alumni Association, Novenber, 1945, p. 57). "Wile Boston was

al lowing a maxi nun of 500,000 bacteria per ciibic centimeter, milk produced under

Ms. Ware's nanagenent at Warel ands showed a bacterial count of 200. Transport by
express and local delivery was received for sale at t heVdnen' s Educational and Industrial
union in Boston." 1 n21909 Charlotte Ware started t heuni que Warel ands Dairy School,

and provided two scholarships,forty of thetop professors in public health i nthe nation
taught there. The Warelands was t hesite of one of thefirst major experinments and
schools in preventative and public health, charlotte Ware continued her work i n t he
field in many high level government positions, including Secretary of theMassachusetts
Department of Argiculture and Secretary and Del egate of t helnternational Institute

of Agriculture. She was rewarded nany tinmes by our government and foreign governments,
including two gold metals for her distinguished service, which continued until her

death i n1945. v %
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The Vare Fam |y owned TheWarel ands for eight generations. | n1660a groupof

ten nen from Dedham | ed by Robert Ware expl ored what was then Indian territory and
purchased by treaty Wl | ononuppoag Pl antations, atract of land six mles square,
fromthe Indian King Phillip for 24 pounds 10shillings. (The boundaries of the
plantation are described indetail onpage oneof Along TheWrelands Trail.) A
very large rock, 675feet east and 110feet south of TheElisha Ware House, inscribed
with "1661 Robert Ware" marks his arrival onthis territory. By 1667 "Robert Ware
has...procured title t oa good deal of land including extensive holdings around the
Town Hill." In"1671, seven families were settled before the endof June anong these
Robert and (hisson) John Ware." In 1675thirteen nmen headed by Captain Ware (Robert
Ware) fought the fanous battle of Indian Rock (off what is today Pleasant Street in
Franklin) Themajority of the Indianswere killed but nocolonists. Followingthe

[ ndian Wars, in 1681, the settlers returned t othe area which hadbeen renaned
Wenthamin 1673. I n the 1690's Robert Ware's grandson, Ebenezer VWare (1677-1750),

built adwelling at TheWrel ands whose unexcavated foundation exists today. It i s
|ocated onthe north side of Boardnan Street, a few hundred feet west of The Elisha
Mre House, directly opoosite anancient well. By 1701 Wentham nunbered fifty

residents andin 1717the first school district inthe Wentham North Endwas hel d
in Ebenezer Ware's 1690 dwelling at The warel ands.

By 1733, Ebenezer Wre (1677-1750) hadconpleted The Elisha Ware House. Ebenezer Ware
was a tax oollector. | n 1750Ebenezer Ware willed theTow Hill to the town for

the construction of a nmeeting house. Ebenezer's son, Elisha Ware (1715-1796),

and Elisha's son-in-law andcousin, Josiah \lre (1742-1836), both lived in The
Elisha Ware House at the time of the American Revolution. Both served as soldiers
during the revolution. ThekElisha Ware House acccnodated the school and the

school master for the Wentham North End School division for ayear 1778. I n "1796,
Elisha Ware (carried) out his father s charge and, 8l1years ol d andfeeble, sitting
on a chairman the nearby knoll, watched the raising of the meeting house." "Menbers
of the Ware famly continuedto beactive insettlement affairs well beyond the
incorporationn of the town in 1870....(ElishaWare's great-grand-son) Josiah Ware
(1812-1895), supervised the renovation of the old town hall. Wen the workwas
completed in 1879 hehada large clock installed inthe tower at hi s ownexpense"
Elisha ware's great-great-grandsonandCharlotte Barrell \Ware's husband, Robert
Al'lison Ware, was the |ast of eight generationsto own The Wrel ands.

"In 1915, Warelands...(was)sold to Henry Parkman of Beacon Hill, Boston,...United
States senator from Massachusetts andhol der of nany important Federal Governnent
positions,” and it remained inhis possession until 1945.
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