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The Warelands i n Norfolk, Massachusetts i s comprised of 7 3/4 acres of property. I t 
includes the Elisha Ware House, the Warelands Dairy Barn, the Warelands Milk B o t t l i n g 
House, a shed, w e l l house and c e l l a r hole of the f i r s t house. The o r i g i n a l vast 
acreage was purchased i n 1667 by Robert ware the Aged. In 1974 the present owners 
acquired f o r t y acres surrounding the Elisha Ware House for the purpose of h i s t o r i c 
conservation. 

•the Elisha Ware House i s located i n a natural setting at the top of a gradually sloping 
h i l l surrounded by three acres of we l l maintained lawns, gardens, trees, and stone 
walls w i t h ccmpatable outbuildings. These merge on the north, west, and east i n t o 
seven acres of f i e l d s and young orchards, a l l bordered by t h i r t y acres of woods. In 
"1746, Elisha Ware...married Phebe Clarke of Easie Plains, Walpole, who brought her 
white brides rosebush to plant beside the door rock", where i t s t i l l grows today. 

The Elisha Ware House was b u i l t i n 1733 by Ebenezer Ware (1677-1750), grandson of 
Robert Ware the Aged. The house i s named for Ebenezer's fourth c h i l d , Elisha (1715-1796) 
The structure faces south toward Boardman str e e t . I t i s a we l l proportioned 37 x 33", 
2h story saltbox. The exterior walls and the ridge roof are covered with cedar 
shingles. The o r i g i n a l house retains a large brick center chimney. The entablature, 
corner boards, and water table are p l a i n , painted white. A center entrance on the 
symmetrical 5 bay wide facade i s a wooden door framed by a wide molded architrave, 
headed by a four l i g h t window, and crowned by a projecting triamgular pediment. 

The fenestration of the o r i g i n a l structure has been changed three times. The 1733 
casements of diamond l i g h t s i n lead mullions were replaced i n 1871 by 5/6 sash windows. 
These were replaced i n turn by Charlotte Ware i n 1905-13. She had i n s t a l l e d seventeen 
double hung sash of 6/6, with the exception of one narrow 4/4 on the center of the 
second story facade, and six casements of either six or nine l i g h t s on the three 
remaining elevations. Charlotte Ware also replaced the four early blown bull's-eye 
l i g h t s over the facade door with clear l i g h t s . I n addition a bay window was constructed 
on the north elevation which consists of six casements, each with 12/12 diamond l i g h t s 
set i n lead mullions with the two corner casements angled at 45°. Five of the casements 
are hinged, one i s fixed and retains the o r i g i n a l blown diamond l i g h t s . 

A north elevation entrance was added by Charlotte Ware with two fixed u n i t s , each 
wit h twenty-two diamond l i g h t s set i n lead mullions. 

The i n t e r i o r i s w e l l preserved. The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r was a 2 room plan. The center 
chimney has a 14 x 15 f t . base i n the c e l l a r . Of the four o r i g i n a l functioning f i r e ­
places, three have cranes, two have b r i c k baking ovens and deep,built-in storage 
spaces to one side, one has an added Franklin stove, and a l l the fireplaces and ovens 
have individual flues which j o i n the central chimney. Predominating o r i g i n a l features 
w i t h i n the house include two batten entrance doors, double paneled i n t e r i o r doors, 
wrought iron hinges and latches, and wooden pegs. The oak g i r t and plate timbers were 
broadaxed, and mortise and tenoned. The shouldered posts are i n molded casings. 
Chamfered summer beams are held i n place i n v i s i b l e dovetail j o i n t s without pegs. Floors 
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are wide planked, and walls and doors are sheathed i n f u l l length v e r t i c a l feather edge 
boards. One of the fireplaces i s t r i p l e paneled and d e l f t t i l e d . The ceilings on a l l 
three stories are of exposed j o i s t s and planks, of early whitewashed plaster, or of 
a combination of the two. The six windows of the two south rooms on the f i r s t story 
r e t a i n o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r s l i d i n g shutters. 

From 1905 to 1913 Charlotte Ware made alterations and additions to the o r i g i n a l house i n 
order to accomodate the Warelands Dairy and Dairy School. The roof l i n e on the north 
elevation was extended at a lesser p i t c h , as the north elevation was moved six feet back 
largely i n t a c t . For additional c e i l i n g height, the o r i g i n a l f l o o r i n g and hearth of t h i s 
northwest room were lowered a foot. A shed dormer was raised on the west end of the 
north elevation. A 26' x 22', two story wing was extended from the east elevation 
of the main house. This wing is sheathed and roofed i n cedar shingles, and contains 
a large brick center chimney. I t repeats the style of the main house with i t s shed 
roof. A wide shed dormer was b u i l t oijto the north elevation of the wing at the time 
of i t s construction. There is an entrance on the north elevation. 

A further addition was made i n the form of a 47' x 12', one story wing extended from 
the east elevation of the two story wing. This wing i s also covered with shingles, 
and has a shed b u i l t out ten feet from the eastern half of i t s north elevation. An 
o r i g i n a l attached ridge roof shed was moved from the east elevation of the 1733 house 
to the eastern t h i r d of the facade on the one story wing. The o r i g i n a l batten door and 
early clapboards remain on t h i s shed. The facade of the one story wing has a pair of 
7' x 9' e l l i p t i c a l arched openings with wooden keystones. These are repeated on the 
north elevat ion and create a breezeway. 

Fenestration i n the 1905-13 wings consists of twenty casements of either six or nine 
l i g h t s , and six 6/6 sash windows on the south and east elevations. 

The outbuildings include Charlotte Ware's 1905-13 Dairy Barn and B o t t l i n g House. The 
36 X 50', two story barn faces south. I t i s sheathed i n cedar shingles, and has an 
asphalt shingled ridge roof with a monitor gable. Fenestration was made fun c t i o n a l l y 
extensive on the east, west, and south elevations f o r superior v e n t i l a t i o n and l i g h t . 
The east and west elevations both have two rows of fourteen casements each, with six 
l i g h t s per casement i n the upper row, and twelve l i g h t s per casement i n the lower. 
Ttie south elevation has eight, twelve l i g h t casements, and a louvered opening i n the 
gable. A wooden ramp leads to a large 9 x 8 ' s l i d i n g wooden door which is flanked 
by two standard wooden doors. The louvered vent and the doors are duplicated on the 
north elevation where there i s also a 1945 attached, 20 x 30' ridge roof shed with 
four, twelve l i g h t casements. 
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The Dairy B o t t l i n g House is an 18 x 42', one and a hal f story structure which faces 
south. The ridge roof building is sheathed i n shingles, has a dormer i n the northern 
end of the east elevation, and a t a l l b rick chimney. A 5 x 4' ridge roof porch shelters 
the center entrance on the facade. The seventeen windows are twelve l i g h t casements. 
The blown b u l l ' s eye l i g h t s from the f r o n t door of the 1733 house were relocated i n 
t h i s entrance. There are doors on the north and south ends of the western elevation. 

Other structures at the Warelands include a functioning o r i g i n a l w e l l , a 1945 turkey 
shed, a 1973 well house, and a 1976 pool house. A l l these are i n keeping with the 
archi t e c t u r a l s t y l e and excellent condition of the early buildings. 
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The warelands i s s i g n i f i c a n t both a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and h i s t o r i c a l l y . The land was 
settled i n 1661 by Robert Ware. The ce l l a r hole of his 1690 house i s preserved and 
included w i t h i n the nominated acreage. The o r i g i n a l 1733 structure is a well-preserved 
saltbox house w i t h i n f o r t y acres of conservation land. The extensions and outbuildings 
complement the house i n t h e i r harmonious styles. The property is h i s t o r i c a l l y important 
not only because i t was owned for over 250 years by the Ware family, who figured 
prominently i n exploration, settlement, and the development of community a f f a i r s , but 
also because i t was the s i t e of one of the e a r l i e s t and most s i g n i f i c a n t preventative 
milk sanitation experiments i n the nation's h i s t o r y . Charlotte Ware's Warelands 
Dairy and.Dairy School greatly influenced a g r i c u l t u r a l dairy practices, the milk 
industry and commercial tranport, and the sale of milk. Her s c i e n t i f i c , educational, 
social-humanitarian, and governmental impact was immeasurable. 

The Warelands Dairy produced the highest q u a l i t y c e r t i f i e d milk i n the united States 
during the period 1905-1913, at a time when hundreds of thousands of children and 
adults were stricken annually by diarrheal and tubercular milk diseases, as well as 
by milk carried organisms such as typhoid, scarlet fever and diphtheria. Before pas­
teu r i z a t i o n " i t was the f i r s t dairy whose product was c e r t i f i e d by the Milk Commission 
of the Suffolk D i s t r i c t Medical Society, Boston." Charlotte Ware attained these achieve­
ments by the establishment of unprecedented function-oriented f a c i l i t i e s ( s t i l l e x i s t i n g ) , 
and by an elaborate series of meticulous procedures (described at length i n Bostonia 
of Boston University Alumni Association, November, 1945, p. 57). "While Boston was 
allowing a maximun of 500,000 bacteria per ciibic centimeter, milk produced under 
Mrs. Ware's management at Warelands showed a b a c t e r i a l count of 200. Transport by 
express and local delivery was received for sale at the Women's Educational and I n d u s t r i a l 
union i n Boston." In 1909 Charlotte Ware started the unique Warelands Dairy School, 
and provided two scholarships,forty of the top professors i n public health i n the nation 
taught there. The Warelands was the s i t e of one of the f i r s t major experiments and 
schools i n preventative and public health, charlotte Ware continued her work i n the 
f i e l d i n many high l e v e l government positions, including Secretary of the Massachusetts 
Department of Argiculture and Secretary and Delegate of the International I n s t i t u t e 
of Agriculture. She was rewarded many times by our government and foreign governments, 
including two gold metals fo r her distinguished service, which continued u n t i l her 
death i n 1945. .., . v:̂  .,:,,..: . _ . ?« : 
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The Ware Family owned The Warelands f o r eight generations. In 1660 a group of 
ten men from Dedham led by Robert Ware explored what was then Indian t e r r i t o r y and 
purchased by treaty Wollomonuppoag Plantations, a t r a c t of land six miles square, 
from the Indian King P h i l l i p f o r 24 pounds 10 s h i l l i n g s . (The boundaries of the 
plantation are described i n d e t a i l on page one of Along The Warelands T r a i l . ) A 
very large rock, 675 feet east and 110 feet south of The Elisha Ware House, inscribed 
with "1661 Robert Ware" marks his a r r i v a l on t h i s t e r r i t o r y . By 1667 "Robert Ware 
has...procured t i t l e to a good deal of land including extensive holdings around the 
Town H i l l . " In"1671, seven families were set t l e d before the end of June among these 
Robert and (his son) John Ware." In 1675 th i r t e e n men headed by Captain Ware (Robert 
Ware) fought the famous b a t t l e of Indian Rock (off what i s today Pleasant Street i n 
Franklin) The majority of the Indians were k i l l e d but no colonists. Following the 
Indian Wars, i n 1681, the s e t t l e r s returned to the area which had been renamed 
Wrentham i n 1673. In the 1690's Robert Ware's grandson, Ebenezer Ware (1677-1750), 
b u i l t a dwelling at The Warelands whose unexcavated foundation exists today. I t i s 
located on the north side of Boardman Street, a few hundred feet west of The Elisha 
Ware House, d i r e c t l y opoosite an ancient w e l l . By 1701 Wrentham numbered f i f t y 
residents and i n 1717 the f i r s t school d i s t r i c t i n the Wrentham North End was held 
i n Ebenezer Ware's 1690 dwelling at The warelands. 

By 1733, Ebenezer Ware (1677-1750) had completed The Elisha Ware House. Ebenezer Ware 
was a tax oollector. In 1750 Ebenezer Ware w i l l e d the Town H i l l to the town for 
the construction of a meeting house. Ebenezer's son, Elisha Ware (1715-1796), 
and Elisha's son-in-law and cousin, Josiah Ware (1742-1836), both li v e d i n The 
Elisha Ware House at the time of the American Revolution. Both served as soldiers 
during the revolution. The Elisha Ware House acccmodated the school and the 
school master for the Wrentham North End School d i v i s i o n for a year 1778. In "1796, 
Elisha Ware (carried) out his father s charge and, 81 years old and feeble, s i t t i n g 
on a chairman the nearby k n o l l , watched the r a i s i n g of the meeting house." "Members 
of the Ware family continued to be active i n settlement a f f a i r s well beyond the 
incorporationn of the town i n 1870....(Elisha Ware's great-grand-son) Josiah Ware 
(1812-1895), supervised the renovation of the old town h a l l . When the work was 
completed i n 1879 he had a large clock i n s t a l l e d i n the tower at his own expense" 
Elisha ware's great-great-grandson and Charlotte B a r r e l l Ware's husband, Robert 
Al l i s o n Ware, was the l a s t of eight generations to own The Warelands. 

"In 1915, Warelands...(was)sold to Henry Parkman of Beacon H i l l , Boston,...United 
States senator from Massachusetts and holder of many important Federal Government 
positions," and i t remained i n his possession u n t i l 1945. 
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Nane location 

Korfolk vieisity 
Horfolk Covatf 

• 3-

Hon. Edward W. Brooke Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. f nonody 
Bon. Morgarot M. M«eldL«r 

RAgi<mal Director» North Atlantic Regloo 

880 Mott/js 11/11/77 

fiHilMi tislmrie fVMwrmtiaft Officer 
Mr** Uiaabeth &. Aoadon 
Ineiitive Dir«etor» Massachusetts 

listorlcsal CoaBCLsslon 
JHM HashlxMrtoit Street 
iostott* Massaehnsetts 021(̂  



DATA 
( I ) K A M E as i t appears oa federal registei 

The Warelands 

^ O T H E R NAMfcS: 

LOCATION street number 
103 Boardman S t . 

c i t y / t o w n v i c i n i t y of 
N o r f o l k 

state 
MA 

county 
N o r f o l k 

7 ; OWNER P̂RIVATE DSiATE •MUNICIPAL DCOUNTY DWULTIPLE • FEDERAKagency name). 

>)eXISTlNG SURVEYS DHABS gHAiR DNHI Hl^FUNDED? DYES GNO j(lj)CONGRESS. DISTRtCT I Q t h 

^ N P S REGION: 

m 

c o u n t y c o d e -

-20 

i) ADMINISTRATOR: . 

IKSOURCEof NOMINAT ION 

CU$ KJMf. 

Al EtGiSTtS HISTCKIC Eii31RICT? 
DNO 

(lj,iWllH!N N.'JICMAL KISTO;:IC L,«.H.DM?.RK? 
DYiS.NAMi _ 

D FEDERAL. 
if state who prepared form 

• lOCAl DPRIYATE CRGtNIZATiCN 

CONDITION 
• excel lent 
• good 
• f a i r 

• deteriorated 
• r u i n s 
• unexposed 
• unexcavated 

• altei-ed Q o r i g i n a l si te 
• unaltered • moved 
• reconstructed D u n k n o w n 
• excavated 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

@ f e a t u r e s : D̂SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 a-DSUBSTANTIAlLY INTACT-2 <«GSUBSTANTIAILY INTACT-3 

2DN0T INTACT-O ^. 

^•UNKNQWN-4 j i iD UNKNOWN-5 

? • NOT APPLICABLE-7 2 D NOT APPLICABLE-8 

gONOT INTACT - O 

5DUNKN0WN-6 

2 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 

, i . " i / A C C E S S • Y E S - R e s t r i c t c d • Y E S - U n r e s t r i c t e d • N o A c c e s s D U n k n o w n !)ADAPTIVE USE •YES •NO SAVED? DYES IS P R O P E R T Y A HISTORIC DISTRICT?DyesDno 

|2i; iAklEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE : 
• JSCHEGL0fi''-prehisi(!ric-2 • COMMERCE-B 

• ARCHEOLOSY-histaric-i 

• AGRICULTURE-3 

• ARCHITECIUIlE-4 

1 • ART-3 

• ENGIKEcRING-11 • LANDSCAPE ARCH.-IS • POLITICS/GOVT." 21 • RECREATION-28 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 •LAW-IB 

• COMMUNICATIONS-7 

• CONSERVATION-8 

• ECONOMICS-9 
• EDUCATION-10 

• EXPLORATION 

• HEALTH-27 

• INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-14 

12 • LITERATURE-17 

• MILIIARY-ie 

• MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

• REllGlON-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

• SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLANNING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 • OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL/CULTURAL-30 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

^ C L A I M S ; exp la in 
' f i r s t ' • 

•oldest*• 

•only ' • 

5 | f u n c t i o n s 

"silFN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: 

^ d a t e s of Initial construction: 
major alterations: 

| g > E T H N I C GROUP 
' c f ASSOCIATION 

CiiHRrHTLT: historic events: 

I ;S3 a rch i tec tura l style(s): h architect ^master bui lder: 5 engineer: 

I ^ landscape archi tect / garden designer: \ in te r ior decorator: I a r t i s t : par t isan: i\builder/contractor: 

I N A M E S give role & date 

• PERSONAL: 
EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

j ; ^ N A T I O N A L REGISTER W R I T E - U ? 

imimmsiim»ip ADDITIONAL SPACS wceDeo, NUMBERI. FUTON tizvEF.s?.fsm8mKmmmxi;mmsmsstm 


