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1. Town V/o rces t e r 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Address H a r v a r d S t r e e t 

Name p ^ i j Eutnaai House 

Present use o f f i c e s 

Present owner Mason Research I n s t i t u t t 
2 1 H a r v a r d S t . 

3. Description: 

Date 1887 

R o l l 29 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source 

Style 

b u i l d i n g n o t i c e 

Q.ueen Anne 

Architect Fuller L Delano 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k and s h i n g l e 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features a s y m m e t r i c a l m a s s i n g . 

p o r c h e s 1 s t and 2d s t o r i e s , s t a i n e d 

g l a s s windov is , c i r c u l a r bays 

A l t e r e d _ no 

Moved 

Date 

no Date 
, .-p^ . A s s e s s o r s ' Book 2 , p , 3 1 

1 U i n 5. Lot size; L o t s l 5 L 20 12,I{.93 s q , f t . 

One acre or less x rOver one acre 

Approximate frontage 7 5 ' 

\ 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15' 
K , Hoore 

6. Recorded.by e d , 3 , R , P f e i f f e r 

Organization V/orc , H e r i t a g e P r e s , Soc, 

Date November 1977 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

O t i s E , Putnam 

res idence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 
o f f i c e s (p resen t ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
-Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Otis Putnam House i s a good l o c a l example of Queen Anne style 
architecture, one which retains excellent stained glass. Two and one 
half stories high, the Putnam House i s b u i l t of pressed b r i c k , set on 
a foundation of rock-faced granite l a i d i n a broken course. The house's 
asymmetrical facade has f i r s t and second storey porches w i t h o r i g i n a l 
t r i m , above v;hich i s a high gable with a central o r i e l and shingles 
set i n an undulating pattern. Side elevations of the house bear the 
sarae decorative d e t a i l s . Surrounding the property i s an o r i g i n a l granite 
reta i n i n g v ; a l l . The Putnam House was b u i l t on a l o t which Otis Putnam 
bought from the heirs of T,E, H a l l . Shortly a f t e r the purchase, Putnam 
had an exi s t i n g fi-reek Revival s t y l e house moved to the rear of the l o t 
(now #1 Dix Street) and construction began on the present house, which 
remains unaltered, 

Putnam, a native of iLeicester, was born i n I 8 3 I and began work i n 
181+7 as a clerk i r the store of John R, Vlyman i n V/orcester, Putnam 
remained w i t h the business through several changes of ownership dviring 
which the f i r m name vras changed to H,H, Chamberlain & Go, (1850), 
Chamberlain, Barnard & Co, (1857), and a f t e r the admission of Putnam 
to the f i r r a , Barnard, Sumner & Putnam, In the l a s t quarter of the 
nineteenth century the business grew r a p i d l y , becoming one of the c i t y ' s 
largest department stores. Additional bT.siness interests of Putnam's 
included directorships i n the VJorcester E l e c t r i c Light Company, the 
VJorcester and Holden Street Railwa,y Col, and other l o c a l businesses. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

San i t a ry Engineer , v o l , X V I , June I 8 , I 8 8 7 , p . 7 7 ; 
Proceedings; Worcester S o c i e t y o f A n t i q u i t y , 1'896_ 

• l Ju t t , G, H i s t o r y of VJorcester and I t s People, v o l . I V , p.557* 
pp, 
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