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Located in rural Lancaster County, Mount Carmel A.M.E. Zton Campground is significant 
as a compact religious encampment which has been in continuous use since the late 
1860s. Founded as a part of the post-Civil War growth of independent black congregations, 
the form of the Mount Carmel Campground exemplifies one of the typical shapes of 19th 
Century religious encampments.

Mount Carmel A.M.E. Zion Campground consists of a complex of structures located in the 
general form of a rectangle. A line of approximately fifty-five small "cabins" or 
"tents" and a brick church He along the outer edge of the rectangle, creating a large 
open area in the center. ^An open-atr "arbor" is located in this area.,.. Although - 
the significance of the site is primarily historical and not architectural, the design 
of the campground does reflect its use as a setting for a collective religous experience.

There is little uniformity In the design of the small "cabins" or "tents" of the
campground. These "tents" were originally small log cabins built directly contiguous
to each other and oriented towards the center of the rectangle. With the continued
use of the campground, the log cabins were gradually replaced. At present, the majority
of the cabins are small frame or concrete block structures which are still situated
directly along stde of each other and oriented towards the center of the rectangle.
Many of these "cabins 11 or cabin sites have been used by the same families for generations-
with each family being largely responsible for the building form and upkeep. Many
of the cabins are in dilapidated condition, while some are well maintained.

Located near the center of the rectangle is the "arbor", an open-sided structure whose 
wooden posts support a tin gable roof. The original dirt floor has been replaced 
by concrete, and plain wooden pews have replaced raised planks in all sections of the 
arbor except one, where the original planks remain. Tradition indicates that this 
arbor is over one-hundred years old. It continues to serve as the center for 
religious activities at the annual campground meeting.

On the southern side of the campground is Mt. Carmel A.M.E. Zion church, a brick 
structure with belfry and gable roof. Said to be the fourth church on the site, it 
has strong historical associations with the campground although it is not architecturally 
significant. Located on the northern side of the campground is the church cemetery 
where many of the church founders and subsequent generations are buried.

Surroundings

Mount Carmel A.M.E. Zfon Campground is located in a rural setting and is surrounded 
by woods and open fields.
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Mount Carmel A,MiE. Zion Church and Campground is one of the earliest sites in South 
Carolina associated with the establishment of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

    Church. Founded ca. 1866, Mt, Carmel A.M.E. Zion Church and Campground was part of 
the widespread growth of Independent black churches which occurred in the South 
during the post-Ciyil War era. Mount Carmel is also among the state's few 
surviving campgrounds where annual gatherings continue to be held. Additionally, 
the rectangular design of the campground ts significant in itself, exemplifying 
one of the typical shapes of 19th Century religious encampments.

Religion/Black. History

The African-Method1st Episcopal Church was founded in New York City in 1796. 
The church grew out of me Methodist Episcopal Church, retaining much of its 
doctrine and form of goyernment. ihis church was originally centered in the 
north as few separate black churches existed in the south during the early 
19th Century, Following the Civil War, however, the church spread south as 
blacks began to form their own congregations.

Organized as a part of this growth. Mount Carmel was founded ca. 1866 by Isom 
Caleb Clinton 0830-1904], a former slave. In the following year, 1867, the 
South Carolina Conference of the A.M.E. Zion Church was organized, and Clinton 
was ordained a deacon. Among the primary leaders of the church in the state, 
Clinton became General Steward in 1888, and 1892 was consecrated bishop. 
Under Clinton's leadership, the A.M.E. Zion Church in S.C. grew and in 1890 was 
composed of 130 congregations. [Clinton Junior College, founded in 1894 and 
located in Rock Kill, South Carolina, was named in his honor.)

Frederick Albert Clinton (1834-1890), younger brother of Isom C. Clinton, was also 
instrumental in the growth of Mount Carmel. An organizer and lifetime trustee 
of the church, he was also involved in local political affairs. He attended the 
South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868 and served in the South Carolina 
Senate from 1870 to 1877. He is buried in the graveyard at Mount Carmel.
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Since its organization, Mount Carmel has been considered a landmark in and around 
Lancaster County. Mount Carmel A.M.E. Zion Church and Campground is especially 
significant as the historical site of an annual camp meeting. This annual 
camp meeting is held every September and is conducted under the auspices of 
the A.M.E. Zion Church. It is interdenominational in scope and is considered 
to be an important religious and social event which draws participants from 
several states. Today, Mount Carmel is one of the few places in South Carolina 
where the tradition of the annual camp meeting is maintained.

Architecture;

The design of the Mt. Cartel campground reflects its use as a setting for a 
collective religious experience. While individual buildings within the campground 
are not significant architecturally, taken as a unit, the campground itself 
reflects a distinctive design. The campground is in the general shape of a 
rectangle of approximately 55 "tents" or cabins. Near the center of the rectangle 
is the "arbor", an open-sided structure which is the focal point of the revival 
meetings. The two other campgrounds in South Carolina that are listed in the 
National Register- Cypress Methodist and Indian Fields Methodist Campgrounds, 
both in Dorchester County-bear strong similarity in design to Mt. Carmel.
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MOUNT CARMEL A.M.E. ZION CAMPGROUND
SKETCH MAP (LANCASTER COUNTY)
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Supplemental Enclosure 
Site plan of Mount Carmel A.M.E. 
Zion Campground, Lancaster County 
South Carolina S.C. Dept. of 
Archives a History 1979


