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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two-story Italian villa completed in 1872 is made of beautiful 
brown brick. The square tower which stands off center is a sig 
nificant feature of this structure. The entire house is typical 
of the style having well-defined rectangular blocks. The roof is 
partly gabled and partly hipped; the eaves are rather wide with 
heavy supporting brackets at the corners and smaller bracketing 
in a regular pattern; the windows and doors are round-headed 
and are grouped in two's in the tower; graceful hoodmolds are used 
over the windows; a large bay window is used on the front in the 
extending front block of the house. The house also has the 
typical veranda done in frame with the arched effect carried out in 
the woodwork.

The interior of the house contains 10 rooms, each with 14- T ceilings 
There are two attics and a full basement divided into three parts. 
The downstairs contains an entrance hall with an elegant 
stair of walnut put together with pegs. The double front door 
has a transom over it with the original blue and green colored 
glass which lends a warm glow to the hall. To the left of the 
entrance hall is the formal parlor with bay window and the most 
elaborate wood-carved mantle in the house. Right of the front hall 
is another formal living room or library with the original mural . 
or border very near the ceiling. All the original woodwork is 
well preserved with presses built in by the chimney in each room. 
All ten rooms contain a fireplace and mantle of handsome wood 
construction.

Immediately behind the house are the original smokehouse, spring- 
house, and wash house, all brick and in excellent condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This stately Italian villa -style brick house is significant because 
it is the only one in the county of its type. It was begun during 
the Civil War but was not completed until 1872. The builder was 
"a Mr. Bruce" of whom nothing particular is known except that he 
built a fine house.

\
William Cannon was the original owner and owned a 2,000 acre tract 
of land on which the house was built. The original Cannon home 
was an old log house which still stands across the road; it is 
vtoday over. 150 years old and in poor condition.

Much significance is attached to this house by local citizens 
because of its elaborateness in an area where the majority of 
homes are more modest or less pretentious. In an area such as this, 
it is most worthy of preservation.



Papers and manuscripts of Mrs. Tom Henry, Jr., owner. 
London County Records s Loudon County Courthouse.

Papers of Mrs. Earl Alexander, Chapter Historian, Hiwassee Chapter, 
Daughters of the American Revolution.
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