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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A I - ( I f I m o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Freight Yard Historic D i s t r i c t i n North Adams l i e s 
j u s t v;est of the Hadley Overpass and southv^est of the Hoosac 
River. Turning south o f f Main Street on to the Curran Highv/ay 
(Route 8) the road crosses the Boston and Maine ra i l r o a d trackjs 
by v;ay of the Hadley Overpass. Before the overpass v;as b u i l t 
i n 19ko the crossing v/as at grade l e v e l on State Street. Part 
of that red brick street s t i l l exists belov/ the overpass. The 
f r e i g h t yard area i s reached by coming down o f f the south end 
of the overpass and taking the f i r s t r i g h t - About 125 feet 
further another r i g h t leads d i r e c t l y to the entrance of the 
area. There a three hundred foot drivev^ay leads i n t o a large 
open cobblestone courtyard. This i s the center of the f r e i g h t 
yard complex. Starting about 150 feet down the drivev^ay and 
continuing into the courtyard area there are three pitch-roofe|d 
frame strustJULres on the east side of ^the"~^ive'way, and a Targe 
pijtch^roofed coal shed along the west side. On the northeast ' 
side of the courtyard, at a 45' angle to the driveway, stands 
the 270 foot Boston and Maine Freighthouse. The cobblestone 
cour^t^^'rd narrov/s to a road i n the northv/est corner and continlues. 
between tv/o r a i l r o a d sidings for four hundred feet before 
reaching the s i x t h structure i n the f r e i g h t yard area, a 
2k' X 175' barn-like storage building with pitched roofs. 

The h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t i s quite isolated from the busy 
r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial areas around i t . This v^asn't true 
i n the days before the Hadley Overpass when the group of three 
frame buildings fronted on State Street. Today the elevated 
overpass together v^ith the Hoosac River bound the h i s t o r i c 
d i s t r i c t on the east side, v;hile r e t a i n i n g v;alls, a stone ledg 
and some trees separate the f r e i g h t yard area from residences 
above and v;est of i t -

A photograph taken around I9OO shoves that the layout and 
structures of the f r e i g h t yard area have changed very l i t t l e 
i n the l a s t seventy years. Part of the three clapboard buildihgs 
grouped to the east of the drivev^ay show up i n an I876 Atlas o|f 
Berkshire County as a lumber yard. I n the I888 insurance maps 
the lumber yard appears again, t h i s time under nev; management, 
and resembling the present configuration even more closely. B^ 
1894 a l l the major elements of the present group are v i s i b l e . 
Some part of each of these three-storey, clapboard structures 
i s s t i l l used commercially. The three-storey, pitched-roof 
coal shed on the v;est side of the drive does not appear i n the 
1876 Atlas but does shov; up on the I888 insurance maps. Today 
i t i s used for storage. 

The fre^ight house i t s e l f has changed i n appearance and 
function since i t v/as b u i l t i n the l860's. The I876 Atlas 
shov;s i t to be one hundred feet long and p a r a l l e l to a siding 
that runs at a 45' angle to the main track. Vfhen Jbuilt i t ^ 
served not only as the f r e i g h t house, but also as the f i r s t 
passenger depot for the Troy and Greenfield Railroad. The 
Annual Report of the Troyand Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac 
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7' (cont ' d ) ^ - NORTH ADAMS, Freight Yard Historic D i s t r i c t 

.• Tunnel fo r 1877 reports, | 

The depot at North Adams i s a small v/ooden 
structure, b u i l t i n 1864 for f r e i g h t , and one end 
finished o f f f o r a passenger depot, and i t i s wholly 
inadequate f o r the present business. 

The s i t u a t i o n seems eventually to have been remedied, for the 
. 1888 insurance maps show the depot lengthened by 50 feet and 
platforms attached to the v/est^~Tfront) and north sides. A 
310 foot by 12 foot detached platform v;as cons true tê d between 

• the next two (west) sidings while a 60* x 15' freighthouse 
was erected along the siding s t i l l f u r t h er beyond. This marked 
the height of the period during v;hich the building v;as used as 
a depot and f r e i g h t house. The next annual report of the Troy 
and Greenfield Railroad announced the decision to build "a uniqn 
passenger s t a t i o n at North Adams f o r the j o i n t use of the Troy 
and Greenfield and the P i t t s f i e l d ancy^orth Adams Railroads." 
The r e s u l t was the Union Depot constructed a fev; hundred yards 
east of the Troy and Greenfield Depot, on the other (east) side 
of the Hoosac River. The 189^ Atlas shows the f r e i g h t house 
as i t exists today,no longer used f o r passenger service but 
lengthened by a smaller, 99 foot addition to the northwest end. 
I t has been moved s l i g h t l y on i t s b r i c k pier foundation so i t 
nov/ p a r a l l e l s the main tracks. 

The long narrov/, barn-like storage building i n the northwelst 
corner of the d i s t r i c t f i r s t appears on the 1895 Atlas. A 
large iron craine^ over 15 feet high, s t i l l stands near the builjding 
In working order. I t was used Tor "unloading cars on a siding ajn 
fr o n t of t h i s b u i l d i n g which has since-been removed 

- • i-



^ SIGNIFtCANCE 

U 

oc 
I -

z 

lU 

UJ 

1/1 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n { CU 16th Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Century 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

E " t h Centu ry 

• 20 th Cen tu ry 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) Ql Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

1 I Preh is tor ic 

• H i s t o r i c 

i I A g r i c u l t u r e 

1 I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

Commerce 

I I Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I \ E d u c a t i o n 

1 I Eng inee r i ng 

I I I ndus t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

[ I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

n R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

\ 1 Science 

I t Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e o t e r 

^ T r a n s p o r t o t i o n 

[ I Urbon Planning 

• Other (Specily) 

The North Adams Freight Yard Hi s t o r i c D i s t r i c t is p r i ­
marily of l o c a l h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e i f o r the ra i l r o a d i t 
served v/as c r u c i a l to the development of North Adams. I t 
also has some regional significance i n that i t i s closely 
linked with the Hoosac Tunnel, the r a i l connection with Bostojn 
and the Vfest and^'the rapid, post C i v i l Vfar i n d u s t r i a l growth 
of North Adams and surrounding communities. 

North Adams v/as isolated from the rest of Massachusetts 
by the mountains to the eastj the same mountains that blocked 
easy access to the Vfest (Troy, Albany, e t c ) from Boston. 
Prior to 1825 serious thought v;as given to a canal through 
Berkshire County (Hoosac and Deerfield Rivers) connecting 
Boston with the Hudson River. In July of 1825 a survey of 
the Hoosac and Deerfield v/as actu a l l y carried out. that same 
year the f i r s t r a i l r o a d i n America v/as completed and the idea 
of a canal was abandoned i n favor of plans f o r a r a i l connectllon. 

Before the buil d i n g of ra i l r o a d s , North Adams v/as 
more a New York than a Massachusetts tov/n, and the 
entire mercantile trade of North Adams v/as v/ith Troyj 
but when the Boston and Albany R.R. v/as completed (1842) 
i t changed the condition of a f f a i r s , f o r i t passed 
through P i t t s f i e l d ( l 8 4 l ) , and thus brought North Adams 
v/ithin tv/enty miles of a thoroughfare to Boston, the 
metropolis of Nev/ England. 1 

In 1845 a committee v/as appointed i n North Adams to confjer 
v/ith the^directors of the Boston and Albany Railroad concern­
ing the construction of a branch road from P i t t s f i e l d to Nortb 
Adams. One year and$450, 000. 00 l a t e r the l i n e v/as completed 

As North Adams profitifed so greatly by the 
P i t t s f i e l d and North Adams Railroad, i t i s but natural 
that the residents should have been enthusiastically 
i n favor of a through_line from Boston to the Vfest that 
v/astO£ierce Hoosac Mountain and intersect the tov/n. 
I n llJ58the Troy and Greenfield R.R. Co. was incorporate|d 
for the purpose of buil d i n g a road from the terminus of 

:. the Fitchburg R.R. at Greenfield, through Hoosac 
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8. (cont'd) NORTH ADAMS'T Freight Yard Historic District 

Mountain and across North Adams to Vfilliams tov/n, 
there to connect v/ith a railv/ay to Troy, Nev/ York.2 . 

Vfork on the Hoosac Tunnel and the lines on each side of 
the mountain began in the early 1850's. The June 9» 1859 
Transcript reported the ar r i v a l of the f i r s t train from Troy 
to North Adams. | -

THE EXCURSION - The Greeks took ancient Troy by reason 
of conveyance into the city in and by a v/ooden horse, 
v/hile modern Trojans took North Adams la s t v/eek Vfednesday, 
having been conveyed into the village by and upon the 
iron horse — — v/hose capacity above the v/ooden horse can 
no longer be questioned. But their mission v/as that of 
breaking the ice v/hich has separated the Hoosac Valley 
and Troy• 3 j ', • , 

North Adams merchants, in testimony before the Massachusetts 
State Legislature, praised the railroad for cutting transportal 
costs and time betv/een the tv/o c i t i e s . 

The_rail-eonnection of Boston to Troy and Albany didn't 
come \mtil 1875 v/ith the opening of the Hoosac Tunnel. Betv/eer 
1859 an^" 1875 the Freight Yard Historic District area v/as the 
eastern terminus of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad v/est of 
Hoosac Mountain. In 1864 part of the present B&M Freighthouse 
v/as built as a passenger depot and freight area for the Troy-
North Adams trains. This railroad station and freight area, 
like the city of North Adams, grew in size and importance as 
v/ork on the Hoosac Tunnel progressed. Construction of the 
tunnel became an industry in i t s e l f , employing up to a thousand 
day and night. Vfith the opening of the Hoosac Tunnel, the mos1 
dLirect route betv/een Boston and Albany, passenger and freight 
t r a f f i c increased dramatically. The grov/th of this station 
and i t s freight area shov/n in the 1888 insurance maps reflects 
the kind of grov/th North Ad&ms v/as experiencing at the time. 
Historians describing this era of rapid industrial grov/th agree 
v/ith this viev/ expressed in 18941 

The prosperity of North Adams v/as, of course, 
i chiefly due to i t s possession of valuable v/ater pov/ers, 

but these v/ould not have built up the place so rapidly and 
so extensively had i t not been for the public s p i r i t and 
li b e r a l i t y shov/n by prominent citizens in securing im­
proved means of transportation.... the building of the 
railroads the steadily grov/ing importance of North 
Adams as a railv/ay centre must be reckoned, for the Hoosac 
Tunnel route has been of great importance to her, and is 
surely destined to steadily increase in importance as the 

ion 
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8. (cont'd) I 
mercantile, manufacturing and agricultural interests of 

i :^ : the country are destined to steadily increase in magnitude 
The simple statement that North Adams is the northern tern 
inal of the P i t t s f i e l d & North Adams R.R. and is on the 
line of the Troy & Greenfield R.R., conveys no adequate 
idea of the importance of the tov/n as a railv/ay centre, 
excepting to those v/ho are familiar v/ith the conditions 
of transportation betv/een Massachusetts and the VIest. Cheajp 
freight rates to and from the tov/n from distant points are 
one of the advantages nov/ enjoyed i and the fact that North 
Adams is nov/ the terminus of half a dozen important r a i l ­
road lines, indj.cates the position she has attained.^ 

By 1909 tv/enty eight trains a day travelled betv/een North Adams 
and Troy alone. 

The passenger and freight f a c i l i t i e s in the Freight Yard 
historic D i s t r i c t played a prominent role in the early, 
nineteenth century development of r a i l transportation in North 
Adams. On October 21, 1882 a t r a i n v/reck in the freight yard 
injured 35 v/orkmen en route to the Hoosac Tunnel and the v/ant 
of a place to care for them lead to the establishment of the 
North Adams Hospital in 1884 v/ith funds raised by popular 
subscription. Around the turn of the century the focus of rail}-
road a c t i v i t y in North Adams sv/itched to the Union Depot a fev/ 
hundred yards east of the Freight Yard D i s t r i c t , across the 
Hoosac River. Throughout the tv/entieth century the freight yarjd 
area continued to function as a commercial, freight and storage 
area. Today, because of Urban Renev/al and private development 

• the Freight.Yard Historic D i s t r i c t is a l l that is l e f t of North 
Adams historic railroad yards, stations, roundhouses and freighjt 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

1 North Adams. I t s Representative Business Men and Points of 
Interest. (Mercantile I l l u s t r a t i n g Company, Nev/ York, 189477 P* 
2 Ibid. 
3 North Adams Transcript. June 9, 1859-
^ North Adams. I t s Representative..., Ibid. p. 10-11. 

10. 
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Registration & Nominations Branch 
National Register of Historic Places 
Room 3207-A 
1100 L Street, N . W. 

Washington, D. C. CERTIFIED MAIL — URGENT 

Attention: Miss Mary Means 

Dear Sirs: 

Enclosed are National Register submissions for: 

1. Freight Yard Historic District , North Adams, Massachusetts. 

2L. Monument Square-Eagle Street Historic District , North Adams, Massachusetts. 

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X . Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts 
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer. 

We request that these two submissions receive your special attention since 
we understand application for historic preservation funds w i l l be made to the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

Sincerely yours, 

Richard W. Hale, J r . 
Acting Chairman 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

RWH/akc 
enclosures 



P B34-PHII July 14. 1972 

MlS9 Haney H«nk« E 

SaeioMl E d̂owiMtnt for Th« Art* 
90i> 15th StrMt» K.W. 
WMhlagton, D.C. 20S06 > ; 

P«ar NcncT Bnks: % 

i-t •< Mrs* VaXtmt 3«la«{tk« hoa Isformd M that fcm Intend t« atsist « 
projaet in iHileh sh« Is lnt«reiit«(! In Horth Adams w^ich, I widar-
•taad, is eal3ia4 the ftoosuck CeaBamtty Ra»gureaa lhfe.i«et. I httvm 
ftsrsonally saan tha freight yard area andbuJldings Itxvolva^. My 
sola fttrpoaa in writing ia to let you knew hotr dallj^hted 1 an to 
koetr of year nvppwtt and Intaraet in this ^ro^aet slnee It Is a 
project with which we would have interest aa well eeaeemlnfc the 
bnildlnga. This is exactly tha type of eonaortlon of Intareat 
and action which X think we can eelleetlwely eabetk wfion for the 
support and batterMnt of Msnmnltles throughout the eomtry tn 
projeeta related to tha arts and praserwatlon. 

As I profldsad yesterday at the Hational Colleetioa of Fine Arte, 
I shall take tha liberty of giyisg yo« a call when I return froe 
the Nantucket Institute In early August. Bopefully we night 
explore further at that tine watttal interests along theee lisas. -if 

It was nice seeing you yeaterday. 
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cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

W i l l i a m J . lAurtagh (Ssd.) 

m i l i a a J . navtm^ ^ ^ 
Keeper of the Hational iterlster 

Mr. Tersh Boasbcrg, Boasberg, Hughes, Smith ft Kaas, 1225 19th St. N.W., 
Waahlngton, D.C. ^ . ^, , \ ' ; 

Mrs. Walter BElnecke, c/o Sherborne Associates, Nantucket, Haas. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MKBSACaCSBTTS 

Date Entered JUN 1 3 197Z 

Name Location 

Trei9ht Tard Hiatorlc Oiatriet 
Baakahlre Ootmty 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 

Hon. Rdward W. Brooke 
^n. Silvio O. Oonte 

Director, Northeast Region 

HR 
NRowland ritim 6/8/72 

State Liaison Officer 
•e*. John P. X. Dawoxea 
Seeretary of th«! Cosswwealth 
Chainuin, Massaohusetts Historical 
OBBMISBIOD 

Offiee of the Secretary 
state Houae 
Boaton, Massaohusetts 02133 



m i n i m i 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
617-727-8470 Secretary of State 

November 6, 1980 

Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper 
National Register 
HCRS 
440 G. St. NW 
Washington D.C. 20243 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission has recently received new information 
concerning the Freight Yard area i n North Adams which was l i s t e d i n the 
National Register on June 13, 1972. Please note the following changes. 
Building / / I i s no longer U-shaped as the southem portion was demolished 
shortly a f t e r the nomination was made. Also Building #6 has a projection on 
i t s westerly rather than easterly side. Please refer to the attached maps 
for further c l a r i f i c a t i o n . 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jen 
Registration Director 
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