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The Freight Yard Historic District i nNorth Adans |ies
just viest of theHadley Overpass and southv®est of t he Hoosac
River. Turning south off Main Street ontotheCurran Hghv/ay
(Route 8) theroad crosses the Boston and Maine railroad trackjs
by v;ay of t he Hadl ey Overpass. Before theoverpass v;as built
in 19ko thecrossing v/as at grade level on State Street. Part
of that redhbrick street still exists belov/ theoverpass. The
freight yard area i sreached by comng down off t he south end
of theoverpass and taking thefirst right- About 125 feet
further another right leads directly totheentrance of the
area. There a three hundred foot drivevtay leads into alarge
open cobbl estone courtyard. This i sthecenter of the freié;ht
yard conplex. Starting about 150 feet down t he drivevtay an
continuing into thecourtyard area there arethree pitch-roofe|d
frame strustJULres on t he east side of "the"~"ive'way, and a Targe
pijtch”roofed coal shed along thewest side. O thenortheast '
side of thecourtyard, at a 45" angle tothedriveway, stands
the 270 foot Boston and Maine Freighthouse. The cobblestone
court™'rd narrov/s toa road i nthenorthv/est corner and continlues.
between tv/io railroad sidings for four hundred feet before
reaching thesixth structure i nthefreight yard area, a
2k' X 175" barn-like storage building with pitched roofs.

The historic district i squite isolated fromt he busy
residential and comercial areas around it. This vtasn't true 7
in thedays before theHadl ey Overpass when t he group of three cz
frame buildings fronted on State Street. Today theelevated n
overpass together vhith t he Hoosac River bound t he historic
district on theeast side, vihile retaining v;alls, a stone ledg H
and sone trees separate thefreight yard area from residences
above and v;est of it -

A photograph taken around 1900 shoves that t helayout and
structures of thefreight yard area have changed very [ittle
in thelast seventy years. Part of thethree clapboard buildihgs
grouped totheeast of thedrivevtay show up i nan 1876 Atlas 0
Berkshire County as a |unber yard. | nthel888 insurance naps
the lumber yard appears again, this time under nev; managenent,
and resembling thepresent configuration even nore closely. B
1894 all themajor elements of thepresent group are visible.
Sone part of each of these three-storey, clapboard structures
s still used commercially. The three-storey, pitched-roof
coal shed on thev;est side of thedrive does not appear i n the
1876 Atlas but does shov; up on t he 1888 insurance maps. Today
It 1 sused for storage.

The freright house itself has changed i nappearance and
function since i t vasbuilt i nthel860's. The 1876 Atl as
shov;s i tt obe one hundred feet | ong and Earallel toa siding
that runs at a 45' angle tothemin track. MhenJbuilt it?"
served not only as thefreight house, but also as the first
passenger depot for theTroy and Greenfield Railroad. The
Annual Report of the Troyand Greenfield Railroad and Hoosac

N O



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES  ©°UYNTY

Berkshire
INVENTORY ¢ NOMINATION FORM
FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation  Sheet) ENTRY NOMBER PATE
IN 13

(Number mil anirlam) n

7' (cont'd)"- NRIHADAMG Freight Yard Historic District
o Tunnel for 1877 reports, |

The depot at North Adans i sa small v/ooden
structure, built i n1864 for freight, andone end
finished off for a passenger depot, andi t i s wholly
I nadequate for the present business.

The situation seens eventually t ohave been remedied, for the
. 1888 insurance maps show t he depot |engthened by 50 feet and
platforms attached t othev/est?*~Tfront) andnorth sides. A
310 foot by 12 foot detached platformv;as construeted between

e thenext two (west) sidings while a 60* x 15" freighthouse
was erected along thesiding still further beyond. This narked
the height of theperiod during v;hich thebuildingvas used as
a depot and freight house. Thenext annual report of the Troy
and Greenfield Railroad announced t hedecision tobuild ™a unign
passenger station at North Adans for thejoint use of the Troy
and Greenfield andt hePittsfield ancy*orth Adans Railroads."”
The result was t heUnion Depot constructed a fev; hundred yards
east of theTroy and Greenfield Depot, ontheother (east{ si de
of theHoosac River. The 189" Atlas shows t hefreight house
as | texists today,no longer used for passenger servicebut
| engt hened by a smaller, 99 foot addition tothenorthwest end.
It has been noved slightly onitshbrick pier foundation so it
nov/ parallels the main tracks.

The long narrov/, barn-like storage buildingi nthenorthwelst

corner of thedistrict first appears onthe 1895 Atlas. A
| arge iron craine® over 15 feet high, still stands near the builjding
In working order. |t was used Tor "unloading cars onasiding an
front of this buildingwhich has since-been renoved
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The North Adans Freight Yard Historic District ispri-
marily of local historic significancei for therailroad i t
served v/as crucial tothedevel opment of North Adans. | t

al so has some regional significance i nthat i ti sclosely
linked with the Hoosac Tunnel, the rail connection with Bostojn
and theVWest and*the rapid, post Civil \far industrial growth
of North Adans and surrounding comunities.

North Adans v/as isolated from therest of Massachusetts
by themuntains totheeast]j the sane nmountains that blocked
easy access totheVfest (Troy, Albany, etc) from Boston.
Prior t o 1825 serious thought v;as given t oa canal through
Berkshire County (Hoosac and Deerfield Rivers) connecting
Boston with the Hudson River. | nJuly of 1825 a survey of
the Hoosac and Deerfield v/asactually carried out. that sane
year thefirst railroad i nAmerica vias conpleted and t heidea
of a canal was abandoned i nfavor of plans for a rail connectllon.

Before thebuilding of railroads, North Adansv/as

more a New York than a Massachusetts tov/n, andt he
entire mercantile trade of North Adans v/iasv/ith Troy|
but when t he Boston and Albany RR v/as conpleted 1842)
It changed thecondition of affairs, for i tpassed
through Pittsfield (1841), and thus brought North Adans
viithin tvienty mles of a thoroughfare t o Boston, the
metropolis of New/ England. 1

~In 1845 a commttee v/as appointed i nNorth Adans t o confjer
viith the*directors of theBoston and Al bany Railroad concern-
ing theconstructionof a branch road from Pittsfield to Nortb
Adanms. (nhe year and$450, 000. 00 later theline vas conpleted

As North Adans profitifed so greatly bythe
Pittsfield and North Adans Railroad, i ti sbut natural
that theresidents should have been enthusiastically
in favor of a through |inefrom Boston totheWest that
v/ ast CEi erce Hoosac Muntain and intersect the tov/n.

In I1J58the Troy and Greenfield RR Go. was incorporate|d
for thepurpose of building a road from thetermnus of
the Fitchburg RR at Greenfield, through Hoosac
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Director of Berkshire County.)

STREET AND NUMBER:

Tyler Dennett House

CITY ORTOWN:

"Williamstov/n
StATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERtIFtCAIi ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that ithas been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
National State - Local n

Name
3HN F. X . DAVOREN
Secretary of the Commonwealth

Cl-ialiitidn, MaHBdchusetts
Hi storical Conm ssion

Title

Date

Vfilliams College

M assachusetts 025
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property isincluded in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Date
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8. (cont'd) NRMHANMNBT Freight Yard Historic District

Mountai n andacross North Adans toVfillianstov/n,
there t oconnect v/iith arailviay toTroy, NV York.2

Mork on the Hoosac Tunnel andthe lines on each side of
the nmountain began in the early 1850's. The June 9 1859
Transcript reported the arrival of the first train from Troy
to North Adans. | -

THE BEXQURSICON - The Greeks took ancient Troy by reason

of conveyance into the city in andby a v/ooden horse,
vihile nodern Trojans took North Adans |ast v/eek \Wfednesday,
havi nﬂ been conveyed into the village by andupon the
iron horse ——v/hose capacity above the v/ooden horse can
no |onger be questioned. But their mssion v/as that of
breaking the icev/hich has separated the Hoosac Valley
and Troye 3 J " -

North Adans merchants, in testi rmn?/ before the Massachusetts
State Legislature, praised the railroad for cutting transportal jgn
costs andtime betv/een the tvio cities.

The_rail -eonnection of Boston toTroy and Al bany didn't
cone \mti1|l 1875 v/ith the opening of the Hoosac Tunnel. Betv/eer
1859 an™" 1875 the Freight Yard Historic District area vias the
eastern termnus of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad v/est of
Hoosac Mountain. |n 1864 part of the present BEMFrei ght house
v/ias built as a passenger depot andfreight area for the Troy-
North Adans trains. This railroad station andfreight area,
like the city of North Adans, grew in size andinportance as
viork on the Hoosac Tunnel progressed. Constructionof the
tunnel becane anindustry initself, enploying uptoa thousand
day and night. Vfith the opening of the Hoosac Tunnel, the nosl
dLirect route betv/een Boston and Al bany, passenger and freight
traffic increased dramatically. Thegrov/th of this station
and i tsfreight area shov/n in the 1888 insurance maps reflects
the kind of grov/th North Ad&s v/ias experiencingat the tine.

Hi storians describing this era of rapid industrial grov/th agree
viith this viev/ expressed in 18941
The prosperity of North Adans v/ias, of course,

i chiefly duetoitspossession of val uabl e v/iater pov/ers,
but these v/iould not have built up the place sorapidly and
so extensively hadi t not been for the public spirit and
liberality shov/n by promnent citizens I n securingim

proved neans of transportation.... the building of the
railroads . the steadily %rovllng i mportance of North
Adans as a railv/iay centre must be reckoned, for the Hoosac

Tunnel route has been of great inportance toher, and is
surely destined tosteadily increase in inmportance asthe
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8. (cont'd) I

, mercantile, manufacturing and agricultural interests of
" thecountry aredestined t osteadily increase i n nagnitude
The sinpl tatement that North Adans i sthenorthern tern

e’s
_ thePittsfield &North Adans RR andi son the
line of theTroy & Greenfield RR, conveys no adequate
idea of theinportance of thetov/nas arailv/iay centre,
excepting tothose vVhoarefamliar v/iith the conditions
of transportation betv/een Massachusetts and t heViest. Chegp
freight rates toand from thetov/n from distant points are
one of theadvantages nov/ enjoyed i and t hefact that North
Adans is nov/ thetermnus of half a dozen inportant rail-
road lines, indj.cates theposition she has attained.”"

Inal of

By 1909 tv/enty eight trains a day travelled betv/ieen North Adans
and Troy al one. . o _ .
_ The Basse_nger and freight facilities i ntheFreight Yard
historic District played a promnent role i ntheearly,
ni neteenth century devel opnent of rail transportation 1 n North
Adans. QOn Cctober 21, 1882 atrain vireck i nthefreut;ht yard
injured 35 v/iorknen enroute t ot he Hoosac Tunnel and t he "v/ant
of aplace tocare for themlead t ot heestablishment of the
North Adans Hospital in 1884 v/ith funds raised by Popular .
subscription. Around theturn of thecentury thetocus of rail}-
road activity inNorth Adans sv/itched t ot he Union Depot a fev/
hundred yards east of the Freight Yard District, acrossthe
Hoosac River. Throughout thetv/entieth century thefreight vyarjd
area continued tofunction as a comercial, freight and storage
area. Today, because of Wban Renev/al and private devel opnen

e theFreight.Yard Historic District i s all that i sleft of North
,fﬁdanis th_|stor|c railroad yards, stations, roundhouses and freighjt
acilities.

1 North Adans. |t s Representative Business Men and Points of
Interest. (Mercantilelllustrating Conpany, N/ York, 189477 P*10.
2 1bid.

3 North Adans Transcript. June 9, 1859-

A North Adans. |tsRepresentative..., Ihid. p. 10-11.
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Sta»<Hin, odI™ 02/33

May 26, 1972
Registration & Nominations Branch
National Register of Historic Places
Room 3207-A
1100 L Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. CERTIFIED MAIL — URGENT

Attention: Miss Mary Means
Dear Sirs:
Enclosed are National Register submissions for:
1. Freight Yard Historic District, North Adams, Massachusetts.

. Monument Square-Eagle Street Historic District, North Adams, Massachusetts.

These have been declared eligible for submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth, John F. X. Davoren, Chairman, Massachusetts
Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer.

We request that these two submissions receive your special attention since
we understand application for historic preservation funds will be made to the
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Hale, Jr.
Acting Chairman
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RWH/akc
enclosures
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P B34-PHII July 14. 1972

MIS9 Haney H«nk« E

ErdoniMint for Th« Art*

StrMt» K.W.
hlagton, D.C. 2006 > ;
P<«ar NencT Bnks: %

tmt 34 a{tk« hoa |sfornmd M that fcmintend t«atsist «
proj iniHleh sh«ls In«ait«q! InHrth Adang which, | widar-
staad, i s eal3iadtheftoosuckCGaBanity Rangureaa |fei«et. | hivm
ftsrsonal ly saan tha freight yard area andbull di ngis Itxvol va*. M
sola fttrpoaa inwitingiato |etyou knewhor dallj*hted 1 an to
koetr of year nvppwtt and Intaraet 1nthis “rotaet slneeltls a
roject with which we woul d have interest aa wel | eeaeenminfc the
nildlnga. This isexactlytha type of eonaortlon of Intareat

and actionwhich Xthink we can eelleetlwely eabetk wion for the
support and batterMht of Msnmmltles throughout the eonmiry tn
projeeta related to tha arts and praserwatlon.

s | Profldsad yesterday at the Hational Colleetioa of Fine Arte,
| shal| take tha liberty of giyisg yo« acall when | return froe
the Nantucket Institute Inearly August. Bopefully ve night
explore further at that tine watttal interests along theee Iisas.
It was nice seeing you yeaterday.

Sincerely yours,

William J. lAurtagh (Ssd.)

miliaa J. navtm” NN
Keeper of the Hational iterlster

cc:
Mr. Tersh Boasbcrg, Boasberg, Hughes, Smith ft Kaas, 1225 19th St. N.W.,

Waahlngton, D.C. » : A \"

Mrs. Walter BElnecke, c/o Sherborne Associates, Nantucket, Haas.
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Fon. Edvard M Kennedy State Liaison Officer
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OBBM SBI CD
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Mminimi ©Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
November 6, 1980

Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper
National Register

HCRS

440 G St. W

Washington DC 20243

Dear M. Rogers:

The Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion has recently received new information
concerning theFreight Yard area i nNorth Adans which was listed i n the
National Register on June 13, 1972. Please note thefollowing changes.
Building //1i sno longer U shaped as t hesouthem portion was denolished
shortly after thenom nationwas made. Also Building #6 has a projection on
its westerly rather than easterly side. Please refer totheattached naps
for further clarification.

Sincerely,

Candace Jen
Registration Director

DJ/ 1k



