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7. DESCRIPTION 

Summary 

Bell Rock Memorial Park is a 3.41 acre park located within a dense residential neighborhood comprised primarily of three-story 
homes off of Main Street in Maiden, Massachusetts [See Photo 26e]. A public open space since 1648, the site contains a 
significant natural rock outcropping that is known to be the site of Maiden's first meeting house. In 1658, a bell was hung from a 
wooden scaffold atop the outcropping to summon the townspeople to worship. It is from this history that the park derives its 
name. Bell Rock Memorial Park is one of twelve known Olmsted-designed sites within the City of Maiden. Today, it exists as 
the most intact of the twelve parks, and the structure of the original Olmsted design is clearly present. Overall, approximately 
90% of the original park features are still in place including the bronze Flag Defenders monument, the original perimeter walls 
and site grades, and a majority of the walkway infrastructure. 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and his firm, Olmsted Brothers, began the design of Bell Rock Memorial Park in 1908 and remained 
involved with the park's development for twenty years. The overall site design is consistent in its physical organization and 
detailing with many Olmsted park projects. The primary design goal for the Olmsted Brothers was to provide a 'naturalistic' 
park composition. However, the primary intent of the park design was to receive a monument designed and sculpted by Bela 
Lyon Pratt. The monument, The Flag Defenders, was dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Maiden who served in the 
American Civil War [See Photos 8e and 9e]. The park and the monument designs were developed cooperatively, and therefore, 
the two work together to create one contemplative landscape experience [See Photo 19e]. The character of the Olmsted Brothers 
park design remains largely intact and the naturalistic design intent is clearly evident [See Photo 20e]. The park also continues to 
serve the City of Maiden as a place for the "commemoration of patriotic services."' 

In the design of the park, Olmsted, Jr. took advantage of the site's history and natural topography and located the memorial 
monument at the top of a rock outcropping, the site's highest point. As a part of the monument, the stairs and terraces that lead 
up to the Bela Pratt sculpture are very formal and symmetrical in their design. The formal landscape at the monument provides a 
focal point within the otherwise 'naturalistic' park composition that Olmsted, Jr. developed for the remainder of the Bell Rock 
Memorial Park site. The park's natural design style and the monument's formal design style are quite different, yet the two fit 
together seamlessly to complement and support one another. The park offers views of the sculpture, and the monument's 
terraces provide an overlook for the park's 'naturalistic' elements [See Photos 21e and 24e]. 

The stone perimeter walls that contain and define the edges of the park are original to the design and are intact as they were 
initially constructed in 1910. Similar in design and materials to those employed at the monument, approximately 900 linear feet 
of granite perimeter retaining walls border the site on three of its sides. The walls run nearly the entire length of the Main and 
Meridian Street sides, and the entire length of the Ellis Street side. The average height of this perimeter wall is 3.5 feet. This 
granite wall represents the only boundary indicator for the site, as no other additional fences or gates have been added to the park 
along its street edges. Some chain link fencing has been inconspicuously added along the walls adjacent to the residential lots to 
the north and west to help further define the park's interior edge. 

(continued) 

' Baxter, Sylvester. Maiden Park Commission. 'Bell Rock, Its Monument and Its Tablets.' Maiden Historical Society. Circa 
1905. 
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Also a part of the original park design, a children's active play area was proposed for the southwest comer of the site [See Figure 
3]. Original plans show there were to be meandering paths leading down the slope to an oval-shaped sand court (with 
playground). This area of the park was never developed, and is the most conspicuous original design element missing in the 
existing park. Records suggest that, in 1908, neighbors of the park erected a playground just north of the area Olmsted Jr. 
proposed for the sand court; that playground no longer exists. The "sand court" area is currently lawn on a slight slope. 

Other differences between the 1908 plan and the existing structure of the park include the 1941 addition of a monument and 
small paved pathways within the grass panel on the axis line between Main Street and the Flag Defenders monument [See Photo 
3e]. Also, on this axis line, following the removal of a large elm tree, a set of stairs was added for direct access to the monument 
and park from the sidewalk adjacent to Main Street. A walkway that cuts diagonally across the northeast comer of the park at 
the intersection of Main and Ellis Streets was added in 1941, as well. Finally, one additional walk was added at the south end of 
Main Street (date unknown) where Olmsted had originally indicated stepping stones. 

Other deviations from the original 1908 plan include five additional memorials and three rock planters, all added after 1940. 
Although added later, these elements do not detract from the historic integrity of the original design; in fact, in the case of the 
memorials, it could be said that they contribute to the design intent of the landscape. 

Bell Rock Memorial Park...shall be set apart as a perpetual memorial of the self-sacrifice and patriotism of the 
founders of the town of Maiden and of the inhabitants thereof in the eras of the Revolution and the Civil War; 
and shall be dedicated to the promotion ofpatriotism; to the better understanding of civic rights and duties, and 
to the reception of monuments or memorials for those who have laboredfor the welfare or defense of the people.̂  
[See Photos 6e and 7e] 

The most obvious difference between the original design and the present day appearance of the park is in the landscape 
plantings. The original planting plan and planting order list were vast compared with the present-day planting at Bell Rock 
Memorial Park [See Figures 10 and 11]. Four trees from the original Olmsted planting remain. Several shrub and tree plantings 
were added in 1942, in the 1980's, and in 1995. These added plantings did not attempt to replicate Olmsted's 1908 plan; and 
therefore, his 'naturalistic' design concept is not as strong as it could be in the park today. However, in 1999, 32 trees were 
planted in the park; these plantings considered both the layout of the original Olmsted planting plan and replicated Olmsted, Jr.'s 
original species selections. There are plans to plant five additional elms in accordance with the Olmsted plan in the year 2000. 
Shmb and understory plantings are essentially non-existent throughout the park today, except in the three rock planters added in 
1942 [See Figure 19e]. 

Certain site features designed for Bell Rock Memorial Park are no longer present. They include six granite bubble fountains 
[See Photo 6h] and one electric light mast [See Figure 9]. Benches were added in 1942, and were recently replaced in 1999. The 
benches have been placed on 6' x 10' bench pads that were placed off of the original pathway system in the south central area of 
the park [See Photo 18e]. Although not original to the park, the benches fit very well into the design and are highly desired for 
their function. 

Overall, the stmcture of the original Olmsted design is clearly present, with approximately 90% of the original park features and 
infrastmcture still in place. 

(continued) 

^ Woodward, Frank Emest. Sons of the American Revolution. 'Introductory Remarks at the Unveiling of the Tablets at Bell 
Rock Memorial Park.' Maiden Historical Society. 1910. 
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Current Description 

Bell Rock Memorial Park has stood testament to the growth of Maiden and to the passage of time. Since its 1908 design. Bell 
Rock Memorial Park has remained at its current size of 3.41 acres, comprising all but the northwest comer of a city block. The 
park is bordered by Main Street to the east, Wigglesworth Street to the south. Meridian Street to the west, and Ellis Street to the 
north. The remainder of the site is made up of individual residential house lots along Ellis and Meridian Streets that were in 
existence when the park was constmcted and dedicated. [See Figure 2 and Photo 25e]. 

Bell Rock Memorial Park is the home to many memorials and monuments. The most notable feature within Bell Rock Memorial 
Park is a large rock outcropping located slightly north of the center of the park [See Photo 19e]. Atop this outcropping sits the 
Flag Defenders, a monument designed and sculpted by Bela Lyon Pratt. Large stone walls enclose the stone and concrete paved 
terraces that surround the east side of the monument. From this overlook, one can view the entire park and its surrounding 
neighborhood. The original Olmsted design was inspired by the placement of this monument and sculpture. 

Several other memorials have been added since the original 1908 design plan [See Figure 3]. A stone and bronze tablet honoring 
the Reverend Michael Wigglesworth sits along the eastem edge of the site adjacent to Main Street; the tablet was added to the 
park in 1930 as a part of the Massachusetts Bay Tercentenary Celebration [See Photo 13e]. Also in 1930, another stone and 
bronze tablet was added to indicate the approximate location of the first and second meeting houses on the site; the bronze tablet 
is now missing from the stone. [See Photo 17e]. In 1941, a hexagonal stone monument with a flag mast was placed in the grass 
panel east of the Flag Defenders monument in memory of six war veteran groups: the Spanish War Veterans, the Grand Army of 
the Republic, the American Legion, the Jewish War Veterans, the Disabled American Veterans, and the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars [See Photo 12e]. The six original bronze tablets that were attached to the monument are now missing. The Robinson 
Memorial (with flagpole) was added in 1944 at the southeast comer of the park along Wigglesworth Street (in the area originally 
reserved for the sand court) [See Photos 15e and 16e]. A World War II gateway in the southwest comer of the site was added in 
1953; the bronze tablets listing the War's veterans' names are now missing [See Photo 14e]. For the Existing Contributing and 
Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, please see Figure 13 A. For Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Data 
Sheet, see Figure 13B. 

The topography at Bell Rock Memorial Park is one of its most notable features. The grades of the site slope down on all sides of 
the rock outcropping and monument at the park's center, resuUing in interesting landforms and topography [See Figure 5]. Of 
significant interest is how Olmsted, Jr. used the rock outcropping as the base on which the monument is perched [See Figures 6 
and 7] and blended the site and monument together through the site grading plan. Recalling the site's history, the monument is a 
focal point from which the remainder of the site is graded and shaped. Yet, it is only through the subtle, calculated plan of the 
topography developed by Olmsted, Jr. that the monument assumes its full impact. Today, the site retains all of the original 
topography proposed in the 1908 grading plan. 

The topography of the site is reinforced by the 'naturalistic' design composition of the walkways (which very closely resembles 
the original design on the south slope along Wigglesworth Street). Several paths are located and organized in a manner that 
prioritizes the experience of the walks over the function of the walks. The walks gently meander as they follow the slopes, their 
layout maximizing the opportunity to create, through the use of plantings (although now mostly gone, but clear from the historic 
plans), a series of views and miniature landscape experiences. 

(continued) 
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It is estimated that only four trees remain from the original planting plan. Two Ailanthus glandulosa (Tree of Heaven) remain in 
the northwest comer of the park, one Quercus rubra (Red Oak) stands just south of the Flag Defenders Monument, and one 
Aesculus hippocastanum (Horse Chestnut) remains southeast of the Quercus rubra [See Figure 4]. Overall, the more recent 
plantings on the interior of the park are placed in an organic manner, much like Olmsted Jr.'s plan suggested, reinforcing the 
'naturalistic' design intent. Continued and careful consideration of the original planting plan initially used for the park could 
help to restore much of the intended design effects, as well as soften the appearance of the remaining landscape stmctures such 
as the retaining walls and monument walls [See Photo 2e]. However, certain extensive mixed shrub and perennial bed plantings 
should not be replicated because of safety considerations and the difficulty the City would have to continually maintain them 
properly. 

Bell Rock Memorial Park is currently in fair condition. Through the years it has been minimally maintained. Many of the 
memorials within the park are missing their bronze tablets and have deteriorated over time through periods of neglect or 
vandalism. The Flag Defenders sculpture needs to be restored, and its stone base and terraces need repair. The stone walls and 
original concrete pavements are showing signs of failure, as well. Several large stones are missing from the walls, and concrete 
has been placed in voids where the stones have been lost. There has been some improper concrete repair performed on the walls, 
which will need to be corrected. The surface of the pathway system throughout most of the park needs to be removed and 
replaced; there is currently a mix of both asphah and concrete surfacing employed for the pathways. Severe cracking has 
occurred in both pavement types. The pathway curbing has been removed in several areas and should also be restored. 

The overall park, as it exists today, is approximately 90% intact when compared to the original 1908 plans. The original design 
forms still have a strong presence within the park and provide a sound framework. The Flag Defenders Monument still serves as 
a fitting tribute to the men for whom it was dedicated; however, the sculpture, the monument base, and the terraces need 
immediate conservation attention. Most of the original infrastructure including the site retaining walls, pathways and stairs 
survive today; although, they, too, need to be rehabilitated. The entire landform of the park has not changed since its completion 
in 1911. The few mature trees that remain within the park do provide adequate shade cover in the south central area, but do not 
adequately represent the amount of trees indicated in the original planting design. The original, extensive planting scheme has 
generally been removed from the park. The large open spaces that presently occur within the park are not consistent with 
Olmsted Jr.'s original planting plan, and the existing shrub material seems insignificant when compared to the variety in the 
original planting design. 

Archaeological Description 

While no prehistoric sites are recorded in Bell Rock Memorial Park, sites may be present. One site is recorded in the general 
area (within one mile). In general, environmental characteristics of the park, especially its distance of over 1000 feet from the 
nearest wetlands, do not represent favorable locational criteria for most types of prehistoric sites. Rock outcroppings in the area 
may indicate the potential for rock shelter sites, however, none have been identified to date. Given the above information, the 
size of the park (3.41 acres), grading of the park in 1908 as part of the Olmsted design and other historic period landuse of the 
area, a low potential exists for the recovery of prehistoric resources in the nominated park area. 

A moderate to high potential exists for the recovery of historic archaeological resources in the Bell Rock Memorial Park. 
Archaeological survey and testing in the area around the rock outcropping may locate stmctural evidence from the first and 
second meeting house or post molds and footings from the bell tower. Evidence of occupational related features (trash pits, 

(continued) 
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privies, wells) may also exist in the area, surrounding each meeting house. After the second meeting house was removed in 1727, 
the park remained undeveloped pasture until the early 20* century. Although the park has not physically changed in its original 
design and composition since its development, topographic and stratigraphic evidence may exist of grading conducted in 1908 as 
part of the original Olmsted design. Artifact evidence may also exist from personal and/or group offerings made to the several 
memorials erected in the park. The extent to which the construction of memorials and grading for the park have affected the 
integrity of earlier historic period resources is presently unknown. 

(end) 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summary 
Bell Rock Memorial Park is significant as a work of the Olmsted Brothers firm under the direction of Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., 
direct heir apparent of the design and professional philosophy of Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. Bell Rock Memorial Park is one of 
the best remaining examples of a neighborhood park designed and constructed under the professional direction of the Olmsted 
Brothers. It is also one of only two remaining examples, which survive intact today, of an Olmsted-planned passive park within 
the larger Maiden park system. The only other surviving park of the twelve original sites is Fellsmere Park that also may be 
eligible for listing in the National Register. 

Bell Rock Memorial Park also has significance in that it features an important public monument and art piece, the Flag 
Defenders, by noted sculptor Bela Lyon Pratt, a 19* century American artist. It was in anticipation of this piece that the City of 
Maiden sought the consultation of the Olmsted Brothers to suggest a site and develop a complementary park design. The 
monument is dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Maiden who served in the American Civil War. 

Finally, the park is significant within the City of Maiden as a commemorative site. Originally planned as a memorial site for all 
Maiden residents who have participated in wars both foreign and domestic, over the past several decades a number of monuments 
have been placed at Bell Rock Memorial Park in the spirit of its memorial intent. As well as the original Bela Pratt sculpture and 
monument, the park has accepted additional memorial objects that have successfully worked within the original Olmsted 
Brothers' design framework without diluting the effect of the Pratt sculpture as a focal point or changing the park's physical 
design. 

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. 
Studying under and working from the tremendous success that his father enjoyed in the creation of public open spaces, Frederick 
Law Olmsted, Jr. carried through his own work the same design philosophy and professional dedication to public projects that 
had established and confirmed his father as a significant designer and professional. After graduating from Harvard in 1894 and 
starting his own professional career, Olmsted, Jr. helped take his profession a step further in 1900 by establishing a "landscape 
architecture" curriculum at Harvard University. He was an instructor at Harvard for the following thirteen years. 

It was while in his teaching years at Harvard that his interest in landscape architecture grew into an acknowledgment of and 
appreciation for the larger "city planning" perspective. Olmsted, Jr. began to place greater importance on the planning of parks 
and playgrounds within the larger context of a dense urban environment. Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. is "arguably the intellectual 
leader of the American city planning movement in the early twentieth century," states John W. Reps, Professor Emeritus of the 
Department of City and Regional Planning at Cornell University.' It was within this same time period that the Maiden Park 
Commissioners sought consultation from Olmsted, Jr. regarding the siting of the Bela Pratt sculpture and the development of the 
park plan at Bell Rock Memorial Park. 

The Parks Movement in Massachusetts and its Relationship to Maiden 
During the 1880's through the early 1900's, the preservation of open space was very much on the minds of the general public. As 
metropolitan Boston was coming to grips with its vastly multiplying population, the preservation of lands for public enjoyment 
began to be discussed at great length. Charles Eliot, a landscape architect and colleague of the Olmsteds, is largely credited with 

(continued) 

' Reps, John W. 'Web Document for Olmsted, the City Beautiful (http://www.librarv.comell.edu/Reps/DOCS/olmst_l 1 .htm).' Ithaca, NY. 
Cornell University. December 1999. 
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spearheading the metropolitan parks movement that transpired from these discussions and with creating the Trustees of Public 
Reservations (now the Trustees of Reservations) in 1890 and the Metropolitan Park Commission (now the Metropolitan District 
Commission) in 1893.' The mission of these two groups was to preserve Commonwealth of Massachusetts lands of natural beauty 
and history for the enjoyment of the general public. Either through private or public purchase, these lands would be protected in 
perpetuity from development and reserved for public recreation. The Board of the Trustees of the Trustees of Public Reservations 
thought that, in particular, individual towns and cities were not doing enough to preserve areas of common interest that 
overlapped their town boundaries.̂  It was through the work of the Trustees and the Metropolitan Park Commission that many of 
our current regional natural resources were identified and protected. 

Sylvester Baxter, a Boston area journalist and Maiden resident, was very interested in these initial preservation discussions and 
the work of the Trustees. He was compelled to write about the developing mission of the Trustees many times which, in tum, 
helped to further the public's understanding of these new and complex ideals.̂  Baxter eventually became involved with the 
Trustees as a committee member and subsequently became integrally involved with the creation of the Metropolitan Parks 
Commission (MPC). It was through these associations with Eliot, the Trustees, and the MPC that Baxter forged his relationship 
with the Olmsteds and formed his strong advocacy for the creation of public parks and the preservation of green spaces. 

The Maiden Park System 
Congruent with the growing population of Boston, Maiden's population multiplied over six times between 1870 and 1910.'' This 
population growth and, subsequently, the rapid formation of new, dense Maiden neighborhoods made the public parkland 
discussion particularly germane within the Maiden community. In 1889, the Parks Act of 1882 was accepted by the City of 
Maiden. The Act authorized Massachusetts cities and towns to create public parks within their boundaries. By accepting this 
Act, Maiden could then appoint three commissioners to effectively plan their park system to meet the needs of its growing 
population and to purchase parkland in accordance with those plans. They could also develop the parks and establish rules for 
their use. Any lands taken under this Act were to "be forever kept open and maintained as a public park or parks." ̂  Accordingly, 
in 1892, the Maiden Park Commission was formed. 

Under the leadership of Sylvester Baxter, Maiden's first park commission chair. Maiden's early park inventory began to take 
shape primarily through philanthropic gifts. These first gifted parks inspired the City to set aside additional capital specifically 
earmarked for parkland acquisition, thereby beginning to balance the park inventory and intersperse parks throughout the City.' 

It was through Baxter's longstanding friendship with the Olmsted family that the Commission sought the consultation of the 
Olmsted Brothers' firm for the Bell Rock Memorial Park project. Baxter can also be credited for involving the Olmsted firm in 
the many other Maiden park projects with the intention of developing a park system through the city. In 1989, Anne Hoover 
Henderson, Director of the Olmsted Planning Program for the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management wrote, 
"Besides the extensive Boston Park System, Maiden is the only Massachusetts community to have an Olmsted-designed system, a 

(continued) 

" Morgan, Keith N. Charles W. Eliot's Charles Eliot, Landscape Architect. University of Massachusetts, Amherst, in association with Library 
of American Landscape History, Amherst, MA, 1999. 
' Ibid. 
* Massachusetts Historical Commission. MHC Reconnaissance Survey Report, Community: Maiden. Massachusetts Historical Commission, 
November 18, 1980. 
' Secretary of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Acts and Resolves Passed by the General Court of Massachusetts in the Year 1882. 
Rand. Abery, & Co., Printers to the Commonwealth, 117 Franklin Street, Boston, 1882. 
' City of Maiden. Recreation and Conservation Plan. City of Maiden, 1978. 
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series of green spaces which would - in Olmsted's view - provide common space that would foster a sense of community and an 
escape from the noise and stress of city life."^ As a part of the Maiden park system, the design of Bell Rock Memorial Park 
stands out as distinctive in that "[t]he park, its selection, and use as memorials to the founders of the town, and to those local 
citizens who died in the Revolutionary War and the Civil War is a tribute to the cooperative turn-of-the-century efforts of Baxter 
and the Maiden Park Commission, Olmsted, Jr., the New York sculptor Bela Pratt, and architect R. Clipston Sturgis. The project 
of 1908-1911 is unusual in the work by the Olmsted firm as a truly interdisciplinary project by eminent design professionals of 
their day."̂  

History of Bell Rock Memorial Park 
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., Landscape Architect, designed Bell Rock Memorial Park between 1908 and 1917. This site was 
selected by Olmsted, Jr. to receive the Flag Defenders monument because of the site's significance in the history of Maiden and 
its naturally occurring topography that lent itself so well to the introduction of a significant monument. The Bell Rock site was 
historically the location of Maiden's first and second meeting houses. As early as 1648, the first meeting house was standing near 
the rock outcropping, uphill from the landing at Sandy Bank along the Maiden River. The second meeting house was built in 
1660 immediately south of the first meeting house. It was here that the New England poet Reverend Michael Wigglesworth and 
other pastors of the town preached to the First Parish. A bell hung atop scaffolding erected on the outcropping, and thus the site 
received the name Bell Rock. The bell summoned the people to worship as well as alarmed them in times of emergency. In 
1693, the bell was relocated from the rock outcropping to the top of the second meeting house. In 1727, the meeting house and 
bell were both removed. 

Bell Rock was an undeveloped pasture until 1904 when the Maiden Park Commission purchased the rock outcropping and 
surrounding undeveloped house lots to erect the monument honoring the American Civil War veterans. Once the park was 
dedicated, the City Council solicited a special act of the legislature to protect the park and establish its purpose. The legislation 
came about as a result of the demands of the general public to ensure that Bell Rock Memorial Park would remain a memorial 
park for the public in perpetuity. The act read as follows: 

The parcel of land heretofore acquired by the city of Maiden for park purposes, and called 'Bell Rock Park' shall 
hereafter be called 'Bell Rock Memorial Park' and shall be set apart as a perpetual memorial of the self-sacrifice 
and patriotism of the founders of the town of Maiden and of the inhabitants thereof in the eras of the Revolution 
and the Civil War; shall be dedicated to the promotion ofpatriotism; to the better understanding of civic rights 

• and duties, and to the reception of monuments and memorials for those who have laboredfor the welfare or 
defense of the people.^ 

The Olmsted Brothers Design for Bell Rock Memorial Park 
Olmsted, Jr.'s design of the site made carefial considerations to preserve the original topography and natural character of 
the site. He sited the statue and monument at the highest point of the site and faced the monument toward Main Street. 
The Olmsted design of the terraces provided an unobstructed view corridor to the Flag Defenders statue, designed by 
sculptor Bela Lyon Pratt, and a symmetrical approach leading up to the monument base, designed by architect R. Clipston 

(continued) 

' Henderson, Anne Hoover. Director of the Olmsted Planning Program, Executive Office of Envirormiental Affairs, Department of 
Environmental Management, Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 'Letter to Mrs. Barabara Tolstmp, Maiden Historical Commission.' February 
9, 1989. 
' Ibid. 
' Woodward, Frank Emest. Sons of the American Revolution. 'Introductory Remarks at the Unveiling of the Tablets at Bell Rock Memorial 
Park.' Maiden Historical Society. 1910. 
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Sturgis [See Figures 6 and 7]. The walkways were placed very carefully, taking into consideration how park users could 
use the paths to casually and comfortably stroll through the park sometimes traversing significant grade changes, all the 
while still able to gain glimpses of the statue on all of its sides. 

The placement of plants was particularly important in achieving the aesthetic goals of the design. The Olmsted Brothers, 
in the tradition of many past Olmsted designs, employed a tremendous amount and variety of plantings to achieve a 
natural composition within their designs. The plantings were used in a variety of ways to purposely screen or frame 
views. The plantings also provided a rhythm and consistency throughout the park where shrub plantings defined edges, 
canopy trees provided shade, and omamental plants provided secondary focal points within the context of the overall 
design. All of these planting elements worked together to support and, sometimes, soften the structure of the park. As 
one can sense in seeing the park today, the 'feel' of the park is very different from the richly planted park intended by 
Olmsted, Jr. [See Figures 15 and 18]. This is largely due to the absence of nearly all of the understory and shrub plantings 
and many of the parks larger trees. 

The layout of the park derives much of its strength in the number and location of its entry points. The walkways seem to 
be tied into the layout of the surrounding neighborhood streets, affording safe and numerous pedestrian connections to the 
park that encourages park visitation. The sensitivity of the site grading is, again, critical in the way the entries slope down 
to meet the grades of the sidewalks along the bordering streets. This enables a welcoming and unencumbered entry to the 
park, despite the presence of stone retaining walls on three sides of the park. 

The Development of Bell Rock Memorial Park and its Remaining Integrity 
In comparing the Historic Conditions Plan [See Figure 3] with the Existing Conditions Plan [See Figure 4], one can 
ascertain immediately that the Olmsted Brother's design intent remains intact. The design was a response to a need and a 
desire to pay tribute and memorialize a significant chapter in the City's history. The incorporation of the first memorial 
and monument into the site set the design's passive tone and contemplative character. The park retains much of jts design 
integrity in that many of the features delineated in the original design are still present within the park today. There are, 
however, some minor changes within the existing park. A stair along Main Street and a walkway connecting Ellis and 
Main Streets were added for additional access to the park. Many subsequent memorials have been added. Park benches 
were located along the historic pathways in the south central area of the park [See Photo 22e]. Despite these additions, all 
are in accord with the park's original design goal. Finally, the children's sand court proposed in the original plan was 
never fully realized. In fact, this portion of Olmsted, Jr.'s design, including the surrounding pathways and plantings, was 
not constructed with the remainder of the park in 1911. However, this area of unobstructed lawn in the existing park does 
serve its neighbors as an informal playspace. Again, the design intent is acknowledged and preserved [See Photo 23e]. 
Overall, the original design remains largely intact and the integrity of the design and its intent is retained [See Figure 12]. 

The integrity of materials used within the park has also been maintained. All of the additions that have been made, in 
both park infrastructure and in the introduction of 'new' memorials, employ similar materials that complement the 
original materials used in the design and construction of the park [See Figure 8 and Photos 12e, 13e, and 14e]. All of the 
added walks are cast concrete with curbed edging. All of the subsequent memorials use a stone simiiar to the stone used 
at both the monument, in the terrace walls, and in the retaining walls that border the site. 

The integrity of feeling within the park is and continues to be strengthened through the restoration of tht park plantings. 
The park has benefited from the planting of several large shade trees along its edges, which recalls the original trees that 
existed when the park was constructed [See Photo 8h]. Further work is being considered to restore the understory and 

(continued) 
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shrub plantings that so aptly delineated the park rooms and views along the pathways. The restoration of these smaller 
plants will be done according to the Olmsted plans, and will considerably enhance and demonstrate the thoughtful subtlety 
of the site's original arid considerable topography. 

A comparison of historic photographs taken of the park shortly after its substantial completion in 1910, with current 
photographs of the existing park, dramatically show the similarities and differences between the park as it was initially 
constructed and the park as its exists today. In comparing Photos Ih and le [also see Figure 14], one can see clearly that 
the park's historic fabric and integrity remains. The monument, its upper and lower terraces, associated bronze tablets, 
and original cast concrete walks all retain their original layout and materials. Much of what is missing in the existing 
view is the backdrop to the monument provided by an original elm in the historic view. Added to the existing view is the 
hexagonal stone monument, (currently proposed to be relocated to another area of the park), which disrupts the view 
corridor to the Bela Pratt statue. 

If comparing Photos 2h and 2e [also see Figure 15], these views frame a much broader reference. From across Main 
Street, this view shows how much of the original design is still extant. Almost all of the original park infrastructure, 
including the perimeter retaining walls, the walkway approaches to the monument, the upper and lower terraces of the 
monument, and the sculpture, survives today. Again, the existing view demonstrates the missing elm depicted behind the 
monument in the historic view; however, one can see that a historic tree located to the south of the monument is still 
present. One can also see that the flag mast, the light fixture and mast on the upper terrace of the monument, and one 
granite bubbler present in the historic view are absent today. The existing view also demonstrates the dramatic absence of 
understory and shrub plantings (however, one can see the newly installed understory plantings in the foreground of the 
existing view). 

A comparison of Photos 3h and 3e [Figure 16] shows an axial view of the monument and sculpture. In the existing view, 
one notices immediately how the additional hexagonal stone monument and flagpole, as well as added shrub material and 
pathways dilute the strength of an otherwise powerful frontal view of the sculpture. Again, the historic elm behind the 
monument in the historic view provides a frame and background for the monument and sculpture; it is conspicuously 
missing in the existing view. A comparison of Photos 4h and 4e [Figure 17] goes further in demonstrating this point. 

A comparison Photos 5h and 5e [Figure 18] is probably the most striking comparison in demonstrating the loss of shrub 
materials at the edges of the park. This planting was critical in further defining the edges of the park and separating the 
park environs from the noise of the street. It is apparent, even in this very early photo (after the plant materials were 
installed in 1910), the kind of drama that the planting design would invoke once established. However, because the plant 
materials are absent, one can clearly see that the original structure of the design is very much intact and that the park has 
retained its design integrity over its nearly ninety-year life. 

Bell Rock Memorial Park maintains it integrity of design, materials and feeling. In addition, the park has maintained its 
size and location, and its context and association within the surrounding community. The setting has not dramatically 
changed; the immediate neighborhood is comprised primarily of two- and three-story residences. The strong similarities 
between the park of 1910 and the existing park are striking. Comparing historic and existing photos (as demonstrated in 
Figures 14 - 18) is important in demonstrating how much integrity the park design has maintained over these many years. 
The work of the Olmsted Brothers remains unmistakably evident in the park today. 

(continued) 
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The Bela Lyon Pratt F/ag Defenders Monument and its Remaining Integrity 
Bela Lyon Pratt, a New England bom sculptor who was schooled in Connecticut and Paris, was invited to compete for the 
commission of a sculpture honoring the men of Maiden who gave their lives in the American Civil War. He was awarded 
the commission shortly after appropriations for the monument were made in 1907. The Flag Defenders Monument that 
Pratt produced for the Bell Rock Memorial Park site was one of many sculptures that Pratt would complete in 
Massachusetts. His other notable works include The Whaleman's Memorial, New Bedford, 1913; War Nurses, 
Massachusetts State House, Nurses Hall, 1911; Edward Everett Hale, Boston Public Garden, 1913; and Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Salem, 1925; among many others. 

Pratt worked closely with Olmsted, Jr. in developing a design that would provide a fitting memorial for the men of 
Maiden and appropriate focal point within the park design. The design that he produced for the park was a simple 
composition of three figures representing the Army, the Marines, and the Navy, the three branches of service from which 
the Maiden men came. One stands tall, bearing the American flag; the other two figures are crouched at either of the flag 
bearer's sides keeping watch and silent vigil. The statue is an exceptional example of Pratt's work and attention to detail, 
and the memorial dates to a time when Pratt was at the height of his career. In The History of American Sculpture, Lorado 
Taft speaks eloquently of one of Pratt's earlier works. The Butler Memorial in Lowell Massachusetts, describing the great 
skill that Pratt possessed and the attention to detail that he paid in his bronze work. "So intangible, so unobtrusive are 
certain of the virtues of this sterling work, that one might overlook them at first. Fortunately it invites many returns, and, 
like a worthy friend, reveals new beauties upon each approach."'" The same can be said for the Flag Defenders bronze in 
its detail and intrigue. 

It is documented in articles included in the Olmsted Brothers job file that the sculpture within its park setting was very 
widely received by both 'critics' and the community. Frederick W. Cobum, writer for Art and Progress magazine, in his 
September 1910 article entitled "The Maiden Monument" stated, "As an example of municipal art, it is not too much to 
say that this work is among the very few of its kind that have been done in a right way. The project has been well 
considered from start to finish, and the result is one, it is gratifying to note, with which the neighborhood is thoroughly 
satisfied, nay, delighted. Maiden admires its monument as sincerely as the critic from a distance."" 

The monument terraces and statue remain in the park today as they were constructed in 1910. The statue is in need of 
conservation, as much of the bronze is covered with a green coating, probably the result of years of exposure and 
pollution. One figure's gun has been broken off and the freed piece lost or stolen. Generally, the maintenance of the 
bronze sculpture has not been kept up and many incidences of vandalism have damaged the piece. However, conservators 
have assessed the piece and are confident that all of the damaged components can be successfully restored; in fact, the 
Friends of Bell Rock Memorial Park have recently contracted a conservator to assess the sculpture and provide a cost 
estimate for its comprehensive restoration. 

SUMMARY 
The Olmsteds were masters at the craft of designing and constructing landscapes that provided an escape from the 
pressures and stresses of urban living. That mastery was developed from a long-time understanding .'and appreciation for 
the restorative qualities that open, green spaces could offer within a dense urban fabric. It was for this reason, and for his 

(continued) 
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similar beliefs, that Sylvester Baxter sought the consultation of Olmsted. Jr., and subsequently why Olmsted, Jr. advised 
the Maiden Park Commission to site the memorial at Bell Rock. Drawing from the site's history and natural topography, 
the park and the monument designs were developed together and derive strength from one another. So successful was this 
collaboration, that the park and monument remain virtually unchanged in their design and tme to their original purpose. 
In fact, the park has continued, through the years, to serve its mission by incorporating new memorials and objects that 
honor members of the Maiden community. 

Considering the vast changes that Maiden has experienced since 1910 when the park was dedicated, it seems astonishing 
that the Bell Rock Memorial Park design has remained essentially intact. Bell Rock Memorial Park stands today as a 
tribute to the people for whom the park is dedicated, as well as to the people who have served and protected it. The 
Olmsted Brothers provided the people of Maiden with a park that honored their past and, through their design, preserved 
an opportunity to honor future generations, as well. The park, in its original design and composition, has not physically 
changed; but its role over the years, both within the community it resides and within Maiden's history, has taken on a 
much greater meaning and significance. In addition to Bell Rock Memorial Park's significance as a historic site within 
the community and the region, the irreplaceable collective memories of the community abide here. It is for this reason 
that the park's neighbors and users, with the City of Maiden, have initiated an ongoing strategy to preserve and restore the 
existing park, and to the reassert the vision intended by the Olmsted Brothers. 

Archaeological Significance 

Historic archaeological resources described above have the potential to provide important locational and architectural information 
for two of the town's earliest and important institutional/religious structures. Archaeological testing may contribute architectural 
details of meeting house construction and form that cannot be determined from written historical records. Detailed analysis of the 
contents from occupational related features can also contribute important information on the range of activities that took place at 
the meeting house and the inhabitants of Maiden's early settlement. Archaeological research can also help document the extent 
that Olmsted development of the park altered the original landscape and its potential effect on the integrity of earlier historic 
resources. Archaeological testing may also locate artifactual evidence of memorial services conducted-around the several 
memorials in the park. 

(end) 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Acreage of Property: 3.41 acres 

For the Site Locus Map, see Figure 1 [See Attachment A for the fiill size, original USGS area map].  

Verbal Boundarv Description: 

The nominated area is comprised of one City of Maiden Tax Assessor's parcel in Ward 1: Parcel 201 which encompasses an area 
of 148,243 square feet. The park is bounded on its eastem side by the west edge of Main Street, and on its southem side by the 
north edge of Wigglesworth Street. It is bounded on its westem side by the southernmost segment (94.48 feet) and east edge of 
Meridian Street; the south and east edges of Parcel 202; the east edges of Parcels 203, 204 and 205; and the southemmost 
segment of the east edge of Parcel 208. The park is bordered on its northem side by the south and east edges of Parcel 209, and 
the south edge of Ellis Street. 

Boundary Justification: 

The existing park retains all of its original property lines that were established specifically for the park's creation in 1908. This 
entire area retains most of its historic fabric and function as a part of the existing park. Bell Rock Memorial Park was purchased 
by the Maiden Park Commission in 1904 and includes three housing parcels shown along Ellis Street that were acquired from 
private owners in 1908. 
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DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Photo # Historic Name Style Date Type Status 

26e Bell Rock Memorial Park 1908 Site Contributing 

6e Revolutionary War Veterans Memorial Bronze Tablet 1905 Object Contributing 

7e Maiden Founders Memorial Bronze Tablet 1910 Object Contributing 

8e-lle The Flag Defenders Bronze Sculpture 1910 
Stone Base and Terrace 
Bronze Tablets 

Object Contributing 

13e Michael Wigglesworth Memorial Stone and Bronze Tablet 1930 Object Contributing 

17e 1 and 2""̂  Meeting House Marker Stone and Bronze Tablet 1930 Object Contributing 

12e Spanish War Veterans; GAR; Stone Monument 
American Legion; Jewish War Veterans; and Flagpole 
Disabled War Veterans; and VFW Memorial 

1941 Object Contributing 

15e-16e John Victor Robinson Memorial Stone Monument 
and Flagpole 

1944 Object Contributing 

14e World War II Memorial Gateway Stone Gateway 1953 Object Non-Contrib. 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 9 CONTRIBUTING: 8 (1 site, 7 objects) NON-CONTRIBUTING: 1 (object) 
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MAPS, PLANS, and ILLUSTRATIONS 

Figure No. 1 Site Locus Map (see attached full scale USGS map - Attachment A) 
Source USGS Boston North, Massachusetts, 1987 

Figure No. 2 City of Maiden Assessor's Plan, No. 65, June 1976 (see attached full scale map - Attachment B) 
Provided by the City of Maiden Assessor's Office 

Figure No. 3 Historic Conditions Plan, circa 1911 
Trace of an Olmsted Brothers original by CRJA 

Figure No. 4 Existing Conditions Plan, January 1999 
Drawn by CRJA 

Figure No. 5 Grading Plan: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 20 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 

Figure No. 6 Grading Plan for Section Bordering Main Street: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 23 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 

Figure No. 7 Details for Construction of Walls, Steps & Plazas about Monument: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, 
Plan 24 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 

Figure No. 8 Details for Random Ashlar Wall: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 30 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site • 

Figure No. 9 Design for Electric Light Mast, December 12, 1910 
Redrawn by CRJA from an Olmsted Brothers original 

Figure No. 10 Planting Plan: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 46 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 

Figure No. 11 Planting List (Transcript) for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts, Plan 46 
The transcript is courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, and has 
been retyped and formatted by CRJA for clarity. 

Figure No. 12 Area of Historic Integrity 
Drawn by CRJA 

Figure No. 13A Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, December 1999 
Drawn by CRJA 
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Figure No. 13B Bell Rock Memorial Park - Data Sheet, September 2000 
Compiled by CRJA 

Figure No. 14 Historic and Existing View A 

Figure No. 15 Historic and Existing View B 

Figure No. 16 Historic and Existing View C 

Figure No. 17 Historic and Existing View D 

Figure No. 18 Historic and Existing View E 

Figure No. 19 Photograph Location Map, December 1999 
Drawn by CRJA 

Attachment A USGS Boston North Map, 1985 
Scale 1:25 000 

Attachment B City of Maiden Assessor's Plan, No. 65, June 1976 
Scale 1"= 40'-0" 
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COPIES OF HISTORIC PHOTOS [For location and view direction of all photos, See Figure No. 19] 
(Photos 1- 8 Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, Brookline, Massachusetts, 
from records of Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Architects; photographer and location of negatives unknown, unless otherwise 
noted.) 

Photo No. Ih View looking southeast toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from the walk along Main Street, 
depicts historic location of the electric light mast and the flag mast; circa 1910. 

Photo No. 2h View of park and monument looking east from across Main Street, circa 1910. 

Photo No. 3h Axial view looking east toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from the walk along Main Street; 
circa 1910. 

Photo No. 4h View of the Flag Defenders monument from north of the intersection of Ellis and Main Streets, depicts historic 
location of Quercus rubra (Red Oak) south of the monument and shmb massing along the perimeter of the park; 
circa 1910. 

Photo No. 5h View looking east toward the Flag Defenders monument from the lower terrace, depicts the historic location of a 
large Elm tree (now missing); circa 1910. 

Photo No. 6h Constmction Photos of Bell Rock Memorial Park; circa 1908. 

Photo No. 7h Construction Photos of Bell Rock Memorial Park; circa 1908. 

Photo No. 8h Constmction Photos of Bell Rock Memorial Park; Spring 1909; photographs by Mr. Baston. 

CURRENT PHOTOS [For location and view direction of all photos, See Figure No. 19] 
(All negatives for Current Photos, Nos. le - 26e are located at the offices of Carol R Johnson Associates, Inc. at 1100 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts; and all photographs are by Jill Ochs Zick, unless otherwise noted.) 

Photo No. le Similar to Historic Photo No. 1; view looking southeast toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from 
the walk along Main Street; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 2e Similar to Historic Photo No. 2; view of park and monument looking east from across Main Street; December 5, 
1999. 

Photo No. 3e Similar to Historic Photo No. 3; axial view looking east toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from 
the walk along Main Street; December 5, 1999. 

(continued) 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet p̂ .̂ 

Maiden (Middlesex), MA 
Section number phgtgg Page—I 

Photo No. 4e Similar to Historic Photo No. 4; view of the Flag Defenders monument from north of the intersection of Ellis and 
Main Streets, depicts historic location of Quercus rubra (Red Oak) south of the monument and shrub massing 
along the perimeter of the park; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 5e Similar to Historic Photo No. 5; view looking east toward the Flag Defenders monument from the lower terrace, 
the large Elm tree is now missing; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 6e Relocated 1905 tablet commemorating the Revolutionary War veterans (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section 
of the submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 7e View of 1910 tablet dedicated to the founders of Maiden (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the 
submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 8e View looking north west of the Flag Defenders Monument (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the 
submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 9e Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. lOe Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument vertical bronze tablet on the pedestal; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 1 le Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument horizontal bronze at the base of the pedestal; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 12e View looking west of hexagonal stone monument dedicated to the Spanish War Veterans, the Grand Army of the 
Republic, the American Legion, the Jewish War Veterans, the Disabled American Veterans, and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars (see Figure 13 in the .illustrations section of the submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 13e View looking west of the Reverend Michael Wigglesworth stone and tablet (see Figure. 13 in the illustrations 
section of the submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 14e View looking northwest of the World War II gateway (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the 
submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 15e View looking northwest of the John Victor Robinson Monument and Flagpole (see Figure 13 in the illustrations 
section of the submission); December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 16e Detail of the John Victor Robinson Monument vertical bronze tablet on the pedestal; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 17e Front view of remnant memorial stone (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the submission); December 5, 
1999. 

Photo No. 18e View of landscape and pathways looking south; December 5, 1999. 

(continued) 
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Photo No. 19e View of landscape, historic trees, and the Flag Defenders Monument looking northwest; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 20e View of the Flag Defenders Monument from pathway looking north; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 21e View of the Flag Defenders Monument from area of the proposed "sand court" looking northeast; December 5, 
1999. 

Photo No. 22e View of landscape, pathways, and World War II gateway looking southeast; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 23e View of adjacent residential neighborhood to the southwest of the park; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 24e View of the surrounding residential neighborhood from the upper terrace of the Flag Defenders Monument 
looking southeast; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 25e View looking north of the residences that border the park (along Meridian Street) and across from the park on 
Ellis Street; December 5, 1999. 

Photo No. 26e Aerial view of Bell Rock Memorial Park from the north and its context; 1999; photographer unknown. 

(end) 
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GQAD/NG PLAN FOR SECTION 
BORDERING MAIN ST. 

PL*NNO.22 
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Grading Plan for Section Bordering Main Street: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 23 Figure No. 6 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 
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Details for Random Ashlar Wall: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 30 Figure No. 8 
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 
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Figure No. 11 

PLANTING LIST 
For 

BELL ROCK PARK, MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 
PLAN 46 

This transcript is courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted Historic Site, Brookline, Massachusetts, 
and has been retyped and formatted by CRJA for clarity. 

Olmsted Brothers, 
Landscape Architects 

Brookline, Massachusetts 
20* March 1911 

1 Berberis thunbergi 401 plants 2 Vi' apart Japanese Barberry 

2 3 Beds 149 plants 3' apart 

Diervilla trifida 40 plants Yellow Bush Honeysuckle 

Myrica cerifera 40 plants Bayberry 

Symphoricarpos racemosus 39 plants Snowberry 

Rosa lucida 30 plants Dwarf Wild Rose 

3 3 Beds 66 plants 3 Vi apart 

Viburnum dentatum 22 plants Arrowwood 

Ligustrum ibota 22 plants Japanese Privet 
Viburnum cassinoides 22 plants Witherod 

4 Cornus florida 14 plants Flowering Dogwood 

5 Cercis canadensis 7 plants Red Bud 

6 Crataegus coccinea 52 plants 4' apart Scarlet Thorn 

7 2 Beds 67 plants 4' apart 

Lonicera tatarica 35 plants Taraian Bush Honeysuckle 
Lonicera fragrantissima 32 plants Chinese Bush Honeysuckle 

8 Spiraea van houttei 110 plants 3' apart Van Houtte's Spiraea 
9 Forsythia suspensa 86 plants 3' apart Weeping Golden Bell 

10 Crataegus cordata 10 plants Washington Thorn 

11 Pyrus ioensis bechtelli 2 plants Bechtel's Flowering Crab 
12 Pyrus parkmanni 3 plants Parkman's Flowering Crab 

13 1 Bed 130 plants 4' apart 

Lindera benzoin 20 plants Spice Bush 
Crataegus coccinea 20 plants Scarlet Thorn 

Eleagnus longipes 45 plants Japanese Oleaster 
Prunus triloba 45 plants Flowering Plum 

14 1 Bed 50 plants 4' apart 

Viburnum opulus 10 plants Highbush Cranberry 

Berberis vulgaris 10 plants Common Barberry 

Cornus stolonifera 10 plants Native Red Osier 

Viburnum dentatum 10 plants Arrowwood 

Crataegus crus-galli 10 plants Cockspur Thorn 

15 4 Beds 567 plants 4' apart 

Viburnum prunifolium 65 plants Black Haw 

Berberis vulgaris 62 plants Common Barberry 

Aralia pentaphylla 60 plants Five-leaved Aralia 

Rosa Multiflora 60 plants Japanese Flowering Rose 

Planting List for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts Page 1 
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Berberis thunbergi 60 plants Japanese Barberry 

Forsythia fortunei 60 plants Fortune's Golden Bell 

16 1 Bed 75 plants 3 Vi apart 

Viburnum dentatum 25 plants Arrowwood 

Ligustrum ibota 25 plants Japanese Privet 

Cornus panicultata 25 plants Gray Dogwood 

17 4 Beds 111 plants 2'// apart 

Rosa rugosa 74 plants Ramanas Rose 

Rosa rugosa alba 37 plants White Ramanas Rose 

18 Ligustrum regelianum 70 plants 3' apart Regel's Privet 

19 3 Beds 102 plants 2 apart 

Rosa lucida 26 plants Dwarf Wild Rose 

Rosa blanda 25 plants Early Wild Rose 

Rosa nitida 51 plants Shining Wild Rose 

20 Lycium barbarum 35 plants 3' apart Matrimony Vine 

21 Buxus sempervirens 2 plants Box Bush 

22 Euonymus radicans carrieri 599 plants 2 Vz apart Carrier's Broad-leaved Evergreen 
Creeper 

23 Prunus triloba 1 plants Flowering Plum 

24 Rosa setigera 45 plants Prairie Rose 

25 Magnolia soulangeana 3 plants Soulange's Magnolia 

26 Celastrus tinctoria 1 plants Yellowwood 

21 Xanthorrhiza apiifolia 855 plants r apart Yellowroot 

28 Spiraea thunbergi 44 plants 3 V2 apart Thunberg's Spiraea 

29 Sophora japonica 1 plants Japanese Pagoda Tree 

30 Syringa japonica 7 plants Japanese Tree Lilac 

31 Cercidiphyllum japonicum 2 plants Cercidiphyllum 

32 Rhodotypos kerrioides 112 plants 3 1/2' apart White Kerria 

33 Quercus rubra 6 plants Red Oak 

34 Ampelopsis engelmanni 8 plants Engelmann's Virginia Creeper 

35 Acer platanoides 2 plants Norway Maple 

36 NOT USED 

37 1 Bed 65 plants 4' apart 

Philadelphus coronarius 35 plants Mock Orange 

Philadelphus grandiflorus 30 plants Large-flowered Mock Orange 

38 Ailanthusglandulosa 7 plants Tree of Heaven 

39 1 Bed 70 plants 3 W apart 

Ribes aureum 15 plants Golden Current 

Berberis vulgaris 15 plants Common Barberry 

Rhus typhina 15 plants Staghom Sumac 

Robinia hispida 15 plants Rose Acacia 

Symphoricarpos vulgaris 10 plants Indian Currant 

40 Ulmus campestris 6 plants English Elm 

41 Ampelopsis virginica 68 plants Virginia Creeper 

42 Tilia vulgaris 15 plants European Linden 

43 Berberis vulgaris 1 plants Common Barberry 

Planting List for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts Page 2 
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44 Magnolia conspicua 2 plants Magnolia 

45 Kolreuteria paniculata 3 plants Varnish Tree 

46 Gymnocladus canadensis 1 plants Kentucky Coffee Tree 

47 Liriodendron tulipifera 5 plants Tulip Tree 

48 Aesculus hippocastaneum 3 plants Horse Chestnut 

49 Fagus sylvatica 3 plants European Beech 

50 1 Bed 2QQ 2000 plants 1' apart 

Sempervivum tectorum 40 300 plants Houseleak 
Sedum sexangulare 40 300 plants Stone Crop 

Sedum acre 40 300 plants Stone Crop 

Phlox subulata 40 300 plants Phlox 

Arabis alpina 40 300 plants Alpine Rock Cress 

Arctostaphylos ura-ursi ^ plants (added) Bearberry 

51 Cornus panicultata 3 plants Gray Dogwood 

52 Populus fastigiata 49 plants Lombardy Popular 

53 Ligustrum ibota 1 plants Japanese Privet 

54 1 Bed 255 plants 5' apart 

Berberis vulgaris 45 plants Common Barberry 
Crataegus coccinea 45 plants Scarlet Thorn 

Crataegus corodata 45 plants Washington Thorn 
Crataegus crus-galli 40 plants Cockspur Thorn 
Crataegus tomentosa 40 plants Black Hawthorn 
Cornus florida 40 plants Flowering Dogwood 

55 Kerria japonica 115 plants 2 V2' apart Globe Flower 
56 Rosa wichuriana 290 plants 3' apart Memorial Rose 

57 Juniperus virginiana 7 plants Red Cedar 

58 Crataegus crus-galli 7 plants Cockspur Thorn 
59 Viburnum dentatum 2 plants Arrowwood 

Planting List for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts Page 3 
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Contributing Objects 

1 Relocated 1905 Tablet 
Commemorating 
Revolutionary War Veterans 
[See Photo 6e] 

2 1910 Tablet 
Dedicated to Maiden Founders 
[See Photo 7e] 

3 The Flag Defenders 
Commemorating the 
American Civil War; 
Bela Pratt Monument 
and Associated Tablets 
[See Photos 8e, 9e, lOe, and lie] 

Non-Contributing Obiects 

4 Hexagonal Stone Monument 
Dedicated to the Spanish War Veterans, 
the Grand Array of the Republic, 
the American legion, 
the Jewish War Veterans, 
the Disabled American Veterans, and 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
[See Photo 12e] 

5 Stone and Tablet 
Dedicated to 
Reverend Michael Wigglesworth 
[See Photo 13e] 

6 Stone Structure 
World War II Gateway 
[See Photo 14e] 

7 Monument and Flagpole 
Dedicated to John Victor Robinson 
(See Photo 15e and 16e] 

8 Remnant Stone 
[See Photo 17e] 

Exitlu^HJikiuTm 

Bell Rock Park] 

CMa & OMCM AMOOMI *C 

t—i.faa. 

Bxisiing 
Cvnditionj Plan 

Figure No. 13 Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, December 1999 
Drawn by CRJA 
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Historic View 
Circa 1910 
All Historic Views 
are courtesy of 
the National Park Service, 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site 
[See Photo Ih] 

Existing View 
December 5,1999 
[See Photo le] 
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Historic View 
Circa 1910 
All Historic Views 
are courtesy of 
the National Park Service, 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site 
[See Photo 2h] 

Existing View 
December 5,1999 
[See Photo 2e] 
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Historic View 
Circa 1910 
All Historic Views 
are courtesy of 
the National Park Service, 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site 
[See Photo 3h] 

Existing View 
December 5,1999 
[See Photo 3e] 
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Historic View 
Circa 1910 
All Historic Views are courtesy of 
the National Park Service, 
Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site 
[See Photo 4h] 

Existing View 
December 5,1999 
[See Photo 4e] 
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Historic View 
Circa 1910 
All Historic Views 
are courtesy of 
the National Park Service, 
Frederick Law Olmsted 
National Historic Site 
[See Photo 5h] 

Existing View 
December 5,1999 
[See Photo 5e] 
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Eleanor C. Cushing 

"""TGISAV;:;;""' RECEIVED 
Maiden, MA 02148 

(781)321-2118 'AM 2 4 2000] 

MASS. HIST. COMM January 21, 2000 

Mr. Phillip Bergen 
National Register Assistant 
MA HISTORIC COMMISSION 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Dorchester, MA 02125 • 

Dear Mr. Bergen: 

It gives me great pleasure to forward my recommendation for the Bell Rock Memorial Park in Maiden, 
Massachusetts submission. 

By way of background, I grew up in the neighborhood where the park is located. It was my playground as a 
child in an otherwise compacted n^;'i^borhood. In 1992 I became city councilor in Ward One, the area of 
Maiden where Bell Rock Memorial Park is located. The park and it's condition was a campaign issue for 
me and at that time I vowed to work toward cleaning it up and restoring some of its features. 

Little did I know at the time, nor did I appreciate, the great history that unfolded on this site. And over the 
last eight years I have learned a great deal about the importance of this property to our city. In fact, I feel a 
great responsibility to ensure that Bell Rock Memorial Park is a key focus in Maiden for all time. In 
reviewing historic documentation about the park, it is written that our forefathers intended for future 
generations to appreciate and carry out their careful plans and intentions for this park. An awesome 
responsibility! 

My good fortune, along with what I have learned, has been to gain the interest and support of some key 
people. In doing so, collectively we have come to the point of submission to the National Historic Register, 
while having performed some important enhancements, restorative work and upon reviewing the Olmstead 
plan, incorporated new plantings and grounds work in concert with the original intentions. 

This is an exciting year for Maiden and, in particular, for this park. We are planning the closing ceremony 
for Maidens 350* anniversary at Bell Rock Park on June 17, 2000. That day is also the 90"" anniversary of 
the naming of this park and the day the Bela Pratt sculpture. The Flag Defenders, was unveiled. 
Each June 17, since 1985, we also celebrate Flag Day. We hold a meaningful ceremony while the park is • 
aligned with American Flags along its border and around the plaza where the statue dwells. 

I am passionate about this park; it's history and the City of Maidens obligation to carry out what our 
forefathers so carefully planned — for all time. Of course, partly because I represent the neighborhoods in 
and around this wonderful historic site. But also because this site is a source of great pride to the residents 
in Ward One and, as we have progressed in making others aware, to all of Maiden. I will always support 
the restoration and ongoing care of Bell Rock Memorial Park. 

Please express the importance of the details divulged in the city's submission in a way that those who 
decide understand the great significance that this property holds for our community. ' 

Thank you for your every consideration. ;.-fri'^iJ-" ^ ' " i ' ^ - ' ' - ' ' ' ' ' ' -

Sincerely, ^ hsM K- ^ ?->niG i u j h o u s ; ^ . ^ ! ' : ! - — V ' } H^tl'i^'^ K'̂ "̂̂ *̂̂ '̂ 

Eleanor C. Cushing / j . . 
* , - ' ^ ' - - ^ 

CĈ L'c Mayor Richard C. Howard ' ' ' , , ' ' . . , , • . . .• • 
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36 Salem Street 
Maiden, MA 02148-5291 

FEB 0 7 2000; 

MASS. HIST. COMM 
Organized March 8,1886 

Incorporated February 7,1887 

February 3, 2 000 

P h i l i p Bergen 
National Register A s s i s t a n t 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 

RE: B e l l Rock Memorial Park, Maiden, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Bergen: 

I t i s a pleasure t o w r i t e t o you on behalf of the Maiden 
H i s t o r i c a l Society t o express i t s e n t h u s i a s t i c support f o r the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of c i t y of Maiden t o nominate B e l l Rock Memorial Park 
f o r l i s t i n g i n the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

O r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d B e l l Rock pasture, the park served as 
Maiden's town common and was home t o Maiden's e a r l i e s t 
meetinghouses. A b e l l was hung on a rock t o c a l l the townspeople 
to worship, hence the name which has l a s t e d f o r w e l l over three 
c e n t u r i e s . 

I n t h i s century, the c i t y of Maiden commissioned Olmsted 
Brothers, t o design a landscape plan f o r B e l l Rock Memorial Park 
which survives i n large p a r t today. As p a r t of t h a t plan, a 
magnificent s t a t u t e honoring Maiden's c i v i l war s o l d i e r s and 
s a i l o r s . The F lag Defenders, by s c u l p t o r Bela P r a t t , was unveiled 
i n the park. I t continues t o draw v i s i t o r s t o t h i s day. 

Within the past few years, there has developed much support 
f o r the p r e s e r v a t i o n of t h i s s t a t u t e and the h i s t o r i c landscape 
of the park. To t h a t end, the Maiden H i s t o r i c a l Society i s 
hopeful t h a t you w i l l act favorable upon the a p p l i c a t i o n . I f you 
wish t o discuss the Society's support f o r t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n 
f u r t h e r , you may contact me at (781) 322-0896. 

Very t r u l y yours. 

rank F. Rassell 

FFR/mfs 
cc: Hon. Richard C. Howard, Mayor 



Citp of iHalben FEB O 12000 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR TELEPHONE (781) 397-7000 

RICHARD C . HOWARD 200 PLEASANT STREET FAX (781) 397-7073 

MAYOR MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02148 E-MAlLcityhall@tiac.net 

February 7, 2000 

Mr. Philip Bergen 
National Register Assistant 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Boston, MA 02125 

Dear Mr. Bergen: 

On behalf of the City of Maiden, may I express my wholehearted support of efforts to 
nominate Bell Rock Memorial Park for placement on the National Register of Historic Places. 

This passive recreational area, which has served as a public open space since 1648, is rich 
in historical significance to this community. Designed by Olmsted, the landscaping features 
incorporated into the park remain largely intact today. Bell Rock Memorial Park stands as a 
wonderful community asset that pays tribute to all of Maiden's war veterans. 

It is particularly fitting that this National Register designation is being sought during this 
350* anniversary year of the City of Maiden which also serves to commemorate the 90* 
anniversary of Bell Rock Memorial Park. 

Working together with city, community and business leaders, we have begun to take steps 
to preserve and restore this historically-significant open space, which is also home to the famed 
Flag Defenders Monument, designed by Bela Lyon Pratt. 

The National Register designation would ensure our commitment to its preservation. I 
would urge your favorable support of this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Richard C. Howard 
Mayor 

RCH/ac 





The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary' of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

January 4, 2001 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Bell Rock Memorial Park, Maiden (Middlesex), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. Four letters of support have been received. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Barbara Tolstrup, Maiden Historical Commission 
Richard Howard, Mayor, City of Maiden 
Councilwoman Eleanor C. Cushing 
J.P. Shadley, Carol Johnson & Associates, Preservation Consultant 
Timothy Glynn, Planning Board Chair 
Rev. Duke T. Gray, First Parish in Maiden 
Frank F. Russell, Maiden Historical Society 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. Massachusetts 02125 • (617) 727-8470 
•^"^"^•.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 


