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7. DESCRIPTION

Summary

Bell Rock Memoria Park isa3.41 acre park located within a denseresidential neighborhood comprised primarily of three-story
homesoff of Main Street in Maiden, Massachusetts [See Photo 26€]. A public open specednce 1648, the dte containsa
sgnificant natura rock outcropping that is known to be the dte of Maiden's first meeting house. In 1658, abell was hung from a
wooden scaffold atop the outcropping to summon the townspeople to worship. Itisfrom this history that the park derivesits
name Bell Rock Memoria Park is one of twelve known Olmgted-designed dteswithin the City of Maiden. Today, it exids as
the mogt intact of thetwelve parks, and the Sructure of the original Olmsted design is clearly present. Overall, gpproximately
90% of the original park features are still in place including the bronze Flag Defenders monument, the original perimeter walls
and Ste grades and amajority of thewakway infrastructure.

Frederick Law Olmsted, J. and his firm, Olmsted Brothers, began the design of Bell Rock Memoria Park in 1908 and remained
involved with the park's development for twenty years. The overall site desgn isconsgtent inits physical organization and
detailing with many Olmsted park projects. The primary design god for the Olmsted Brothers was to providea'naturdlistic'
park composition. However, the primary intent of the park design waes to receive a monument designed and sculpted by Bela
Lyon Pratt. The monument, The Flag Defenders, was dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Maiden who sarved in the
American Civil War [See Photos 8e and 9€]. The park and the monument designswere devdoped cooperatively, and therefore,
the two work together to create one contemplative landscape experience [See Photo 19€]. The character of the Olmgated Brothers
park design remains largely intact and the naturalistic design intent is clearly evident [See Photo 20€]. The park dso continuesto
sxve the City of Maiden as aplace for the "commemoration of patriotic services™

In the design of the park, Olmsted, J. took advantage of the site's history and naturd topography and located the memorid
monument a the top of arock outcropping, the site's highest point. Asapart of the monument, the stairs and terracesthat leed
up to the Bela Pratt sculpture are very formal and symmetrical in their design. The formal landscgpe a the monument provides a
focal point within the otherwise "naturalistic’ park composition that Olmsted, J. developed for the remainder of the Bell Rock
Memoriad Park site. The park's naturd design style and the monument's formal design style are quite different, yet the two fit
together seamlesdy to complement and support one another.  The park offers viewsof the sculpture, and the monument's
terraces provide an overlook for the park's 'naturalistic' dements [Sse Photos 21e and 24€].

The gone perimeter walls that contain and define the edges of the park are origina to the desgn and are intact as they were
initially congtructed in 1910. Similar in desgn and materids to those employed a the monument, approximeately 900 linear feet
of granite perimeter retaining walls border the ste on three of its Sdes. The wallsrun nearly the entire length of the Main and
Meridian Strest ddes, and the entire length of the Ellis Street Sde. The average height of this perimeter wall is35 feet. This
granite wall representsthe only boundary indicator for the Site, as no other additiona fences or gates have been added to the park
dongitssreat edges Some chain link fencing has been inconspicuoudy added aong the wallsadjacent to the residentia lots to
the north and west to help further define the park’s interior edge

(continued)

' Baxter, Sylvester. Maiden Park Commission. 'Bell Rock, Its Monument and Its Tablets.” Maiden Historical Society. Circa
1905.
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Also apart of the original park design, achildren's active play areawas proposad for the southwest comer of the Ste [See Figure
3]. Original plans show there were to be meandering paths leading down the dope to an ova-shaped sand court (with
playground). Thisareaof the park was never developed, and isthe mog congpicuous original design dement missing in the
exiging park. Records suggest that, in 1908, neighbors of the park erected a playground just north of the area Olmsted .
proposed for the sand court; that playground no longer exists. The "sand court” arealis currently lawn on adight dope.

Other differences between the 1908 plan and the existing sructure of the park includethe 1941 addition of amonument and
smdl paved pathways within the grasspand on the axis line between Main Strest and the Flag Defenders monument [Sse Phato
3¢]. Also, onthisaxis line, following the removd of alarge ém tree, a st of stairs was added for direct ancess to the monument
and park from the sdewak adjacent to Main Street. A wakway that cuts diagonally acrassthe northeast comer of the park &
the intersection of Main and Ellis Strestswas added in 1941, as well. Finaly, one additional walk was added & the south end of
Main Street (date unknown) where Olmsted had originally indicated sepping Sones.

Other deviations from the original 1908 plan include five additional memorids and three rock planters, all added after 1940.
Although added later, these dements do not detract from the historic integrity of the original design; infact, in the cage of the
memorids, it could be said that they contributeto the design intent of the landscagpe.

Bell Rock Memorial Park...shall be st apart as aperpetual memorial of the self-sacrifice andpatriotism of the
founders of the town of Maiden and of the inhabitants thereof in the eras of the Revolution and the Civil War;

and shall be dedicated to thepromotion ofpatriotism; to the better understanding of civic rightsand duties, and
to the reception of monuments or memoriasfor those who have laboredfor the welfare or defense of the people”
[See Photos 6e and 7€)

The mog obvious difference between the original design and the present day gppearance of the park isin the landscepe
plantings. The original planting plan and planting order list were vast compared with the present-day planting & Bell Rock
Memoria Park [See Figures 10 and 11]. Four treesfrom the original Olmgted planting remain. Severd shrub and tree plantings
were added in 1942, in the 1980's, and in 1995. These added plantings did not attempt to replicate Olmsted's 1908 plan; and
therefore, his 'naturalistic' desgn concept isnot as strong as it could be in the park today. However, in 1999, 32 trees were
planted in the park; these plantings considered both the layout of the original Olmsted planting plan and replicated Olmsted, Jr.'s
origind spedessdections. There are plans to plant five additional ms in accordancewith the Olmsted plan in the year 2000.
Shmb and undergtory plantings are essentially non-existent throughout the park today, except in the three rock planters added in
1942 [See Figure 19¢).

Certain dSte features designed for Bell Rock Memoria Park are no longer present. They include six granite bubble fountains
[Se= Photo 6h] and one electric light mast [See Figure9]. Bencheswere added in 1942, and were recently replaced in 1999. The
benches have been placed on 6' x 10" bench peds that were placed off of the original pathway system in the south central areaof
the park [Sse Photo 18¢]. Although not original to the park, the benchesfit very well into the design and are highly desired for
their function.

Overdl, the ssmcture of the original Olmsted design is clearly present, with approximately 90% of the origina park features ad
infrastmcture still in place.
(continued)

N Woodward, Frank Emest. Sonsof the American Revolution. 'Introductory Remearks a the Unveiling of the Tablets a Bell
Rock Memorial Park.! Maiden Historical Society. 1910.
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Current Description

Bell Rock Memorial Park hes stood testament to the growth of Maiden and to the pessageof time. Since its 1908 design. Bell
Rock Memorial Park hes remained a itscurrent Size of 3.41 acres, comprising al but the northwest comer of acity block. The
park isbordered by Main Stregt to the east, Wigglesworth Strest to the south. Meridian Strest to the west, and Ellis Strest to the
north. The remainder of the dte ismade up of individua residentid house lotsaong Ellis and Meridian Streststhat were in
exigence when the park was constmcted and dedicated. [See Figure 2 and Photo 25€].

Bell Rock Memoria Park isthe home to many memoridsand monuments. The mod notable feature within Bell Rock Memorial
Pak isalarge rock outcropping located dightly north of the center of the park [See Photo 19¢]. Atop this outcropping Ststhe
Flag Defenders, amonument designed and sculpted by BelalLyon Prait. Large Sonewalls endose the sone and concrete paved
terracesthat surround the eest 9de of the monument. From this overlook, one can view the entire park and its surrounding
neighborhood. The original Olmsted design was inspired by the placement of this monument and sculpture.

Severd other memorias have been added dnce the original 1908 design plan [See Figure3]. A sone and bronze tablet honoring
the Reverend Michagl Wigglesworth sts along the esstem edge of the Site adjacent to Main Stre<t; the tablet wes added to the
park in 1930 a5 a part of the Massachusatts Bay Tercentenary Celebration [See Photo 13€]. Also in 1930, another sone and
bronze tablet was added to indicate the gpproximate location of the first and sscond meeting houses on the Site; the bronze tablet
isnow missing from the sone. [See Photo 17€].  In 1941, ahexagond stone monument with aflag megt was placed in the grass
pand esst of the Flag Defenders monument in memory of Sx war veteran groups: the Spanish Wer Veterans, the Grand Army of
the Republic, the American Legion, the Jewish War Veterans, the Disabled American Veterans, and the Veerans of Foreign
Wars [See Photo 12€]. The six original bronze tablets that were attached to the monument are now missing. The Robinson
Memoria (withflagpole)was added in 1944 a the southeest comer of the park aong Wigglesworth Street (in the areaoriginally
resrved for the sand court) [See Photos 15e and 16€]. A World War |1 gateway in the southwest comer of the Ste was added in
1953; the bronze tablets listing the War's veterans namesare now missing [See Photo 14€]. For the Existing Contributing and
Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, please sse Figure 13A. For Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Data
Sheet, e Figure 13B.

Thetopography a Bell Rock Memoria Park isone of its mog notable features. The grades of the site dope down on all ddesof
the rock outcropping and monument a the park's center, resuling in interesting landforms and topography [See Figure 5]. Of
significant interest is how Olmsted, Jr. used the rock outcropping as the bes= on which the monument is perched [See Figures 6
and 7] and blended the dte and monument together through the ste grading plan. Recalling the sité's history, the monument isa
focal point from which the remainder of the Ste isgraded and shaped. Y, it isonly through the subtle, calculated plan of the
topography deveoped by Olmgated, J. that the monument assumesitsfull impact. Today, the dte retains al of theorigina

topography proposed in the 1908 grading plan.

Thetopography of the Ste isreinforced by the 'naturalistic' desgn composition of the walkways (which very closdy resambles
the origina design on the south dope dong Wigglesworth Street). Severd paths are located and organized in amanner that
prioritizes the experience of the walks over thefunction of the walks. The walksgently meander as they follow the dopes their
layout maximizing the opportunity to create, through the use of plantings (athough now mostly gone, but clear from the historic
plans), a series of views and miniature landscgpe experiences

(continued)
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It isedimated that only four treesremain from the original planting plan. Two Ailanthusglandulosa (Tree of Heaven) remain in
the northwest comer of the park, one Quercus rubra (Red Oak) dandsjust south of the Flag Defenders Monument, and one
Aeculus hippocastanum (Horse Chestnut) remains southeest of the Quercus rubra [See Figure 4]. Overdl, the more recent
plantings on the interior of the park are placed inan organic manner, much like Olmsted Jr.'s plan suggested, reinforcing the
'naturalistic' design intent. Continued and careful consideration of the original planting plan initially ussd for the park could
hdlp to restore much of the intended design effects, as well as soften the gppearance of the remaining landscape smctures auch
&6 the retaining walls and monument walls [See Photo 2€]. However, certain extengve mixed dhrub and perennia bed plantings
should not be replicated because of safety consderations and the difficulty the City would have to continually maintain them

properly.

Bl Rock Memoria Pak iscurrently infair condition. Through the yearsit hes been minimally maintained. Many of the
memorias within the park are missng their bronze tablets and have deteriorated over time through periods of neglect or
vandalism. The Flag Defenders sculpture nesds to be restored, and its sone base and terraces need repair. The gonewadlls ad
origind concrete pavementsare showing signsof failure, aswell. Severd large donesae missng fromthe walls, and concrete
hes been placed in voids where the soneshave been lost. There hes bean someimproper concrete repair performed on the walls,
which will nead to be corrected. The surface of the pathway system throughout mos of the park neads to be removed and
replaced; thereis currently amix of both agphah and concrete surfacing employed for the pathways. Severe cracking hes
occurred in both pavement types. The pathway curbing haes been removed in severd arees and should a0 be restored.

The overall park, es it exigts today, is gpproximatey 90% intact when compared to the original 1908 plans. The origina design
formsstill have a strong presence within the park and provide a sound framework. The Flag Defenders Monument still serves as
afitting tribute to the men for whom it was dedicated; however, the sculpture, the monument bese and the terraces need
immediate conservation attention. Most of the origina infrastructureincluding the dte retaining walls, pathways and dairs
survive today; athough, they, too, nead to be rehabilitated. The entire landform of the park hes not changed snce its completion
in 1911. The few mature treesthat remain within the park do provide adequate shade cover in the south central areg, but do not
adequatdy represent the amount of trees indicated in the original planting design. The original, extendive planting scheme hes
generdly been removed from the park. The large open goecesthat presently occur within the park are not consstent with
Olmged Jr.'s origina planting plan, and the existing shrub material ssamsinsignificant when compared to the variety in the
origind planting design.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sitesare recorded inBell Rock Memoria Park, Stes may be present. One Site isrecorded in the generd
area(within one mile). Ingenerd, environmental characterigtics of the park, especialy its digance of over 1000 feet fromthe
nearest wetlands, do not represent favorable locationa criteriafor mog types of prehistoric stes. Rock outcroppings in the area
may indicate the potentid for rock sheter dtes, however, none have been identified to date. Given the above information, the
dzeof the park (3.41 acres), grading of the park in 1908 as part of the Olmsted design and other historic period landuse of the
areq, alow potential exigs for the recovery of prehistoric resources in the nominated park area

A moderate to high potential exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resourcesin the Bell Rock Memoria Park.
Archaeologicd aurvey and testing in the areaaround the rock outcropping may locate ssmctura evidence fromthe first and
second meeting house or post molds and footings from the bell tower. Evidence of occupationa rdated features (trash pits,

(continued)
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privies, wells) may dso exist in the areg, surrounding eech meeting house. After the sscond meeting house was removed in 1727,
the park remained undeveloped pasture until the early 20* century. Although the park hes not physically changed initsorigina
design and composition since its deve opment, topographic and gratigraphic evidence may exist of grading conducted in 1908 as
part of the original Olmsted design. Artifact evidence may aso exist from persond and/or group offerings medeto the saverd
memorids erected in the park. The extent to which the construction of memorias and grading for the park have affected the
integrity of earlier historic period resourcesis presently unknown.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

mmary

Bell Rock Memorial Park is significant as awork of the Olmsted Brothers firm under the direction of Frederick Law Olmgted, J.,
direct heir goparent of the desgn and professiona philosophy of Frederick Law Olmged, S. Bell Rock Memorial Park is one of
the best remaining examples of aneighborhood park designed and congtructed under the professiona direction of the Olmsted
Brothers. It isaso one of only two remaining examples, which survive intact today, of an Olmsted-planned passve park within
the larger Maiden park sysem. The only other surviving park of the twelve original dtesis Fellamere Park that dso may be
digiblefor listing in the National Regiger.

Bell Rock Memorial Park dso hes significancein that it features an important public monument and art piece, the Flag
Defenders, by noted sculptor Bela Lyon Pratt, a 19 century American artist. 1t was in anticipation of this piece that the City of
Maiden sought the consultation of the Olmgted Brothers to suggest a Site and develop acomplementary park desgn. The
monument is dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Maden who sarved in the American Civil War.

Finally, the park is significant within the City of Maiden as acommemorative ste. Originaly planned as amemoria dte for al
Maiden resdents who have participated in wars both foreign and domestic, over the pagt severd decades anumber of monuments
have been placed a Bell Rock Memoria Pak in the spirit of its memorid intent. Aswell as the original Bela Prait sculpture and
monument, the park has accepted additional memorid objects that have successfully worked within the original Olmsted
Brothers design framework without diluting the effect of the Prait sculpture as afocal point or changing the park's physical
design.

Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.

Studying under and working from the tremendous success that his father enjoyed in the creation of public open goaces, Frederick
Lawv Olmgted, J. carried through his own work the same design philosophy and professiona dedication to public projectsthat
hed established and confirmed his father as a significant desgner and professiona. After graduating from Harvard in 1834 ad
darting his own professiond carear, Olmsted, J. heped take his profession a sgp further in 1900 by establishing a "'landscgpe
architecture’ curriculum a Harvard University. Hewas an instructor & Harvard for the following thirteen years.

It was while in histeaching years a Harvard that his interest in landscgpe architecture grew into an acknowledgment of and
appreciation for the larger "city planning” pergpective. Olmsted, Jr. began to place grester importance on the planning of parks
and playgrounds within the larger context of adense urban environment. Frederick Law Olmsted, . is"arguably the intellectua
leeder of the American city planning movement in the early twentieth century,” datesJohn W. Reps, Professor Emeritus of the
Department of City and Regiona Planning a Cornell University.' It was within this same time period that the Maiden Pak
Commissoners sought consultation from Olmsted, . regarding the siting of the Bela Pratt sculpture and the deve opment of the
park plan a Bell Rock Memorial Park.

The Parks Movement in Massachusetts and its Relationship to Maiden

During the 1880's through the early 1900's, the preservation of open Soecewas very much on the mindsof the generd public. As
metropolitan Bogton was coming to gripswith itsvastly multiplying population, the preservation of lands for public enjoyment
began to be discussed a great length. Charles Eliot, alandscgpe architect and colleague of the Olmateds, islargely credited with

(continued)

' Rgs In'W. 'Web Dooumat for Oimded, the City Beautiful (http:/Avwwlibrarv.comdl.edw/RepsDOCSamg_| 1 .htm)." Ithaca, NY.
Corndl Universty. Decamba 1990,
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oearheading the metropolitan parks movement that transpired from these discussons and with creating the Trustees of Public
Resavaions (now the Trugtees of Reservations) in 1890 and the Metropolitan Park Commisson (now the Metropolitan District
Commission) in 1893." The mission of these two groups was to preserve Commonwedth of Massachusatts lands of naturd beauty
and higtory for the enjoyment of the generd public. Either through private or public purchase, these lands would be protected in
perpetuity from development and reserved for public recreation. The Board of the Trusteesof the Trusteesof Public Resarvations
thought that, in particular, individua towns and cities were not doing enough to preserve aress of common interest that
overlgpped their town boundaries”™ 1t was through the work of the Trustees and the Metropolitan Park Commission that many of
our current regiond natural resourceswere identified and protected.

Sylvester Baxter, aBoston areajournalist and Maiden resdent, was very interested in theseinitial preservation discussons ad
the work of the Trustees. He was compelled to write about the developing mission of the Trustees many times which, intum,
hdlped to further the public's underganding of these new and complex ideds” Baxter eventually became involved with the
Trudees as acommittee member and subsequently became integrally involved with the creation of the Metropolitan Parks
Commisson (MPC). It was through these associationswith Eliot, the Trugtees, and the MPC that Baxter forged hisrelationship
with the Olmgeds and formed his strong advocacy for the creation of public parks and the preservation of green goaces

The Maiden Park System

Congruent with the growing population of Boston, Maiden's population multiplied over six times between 1870 and 1910." This
population growth and, subsequently, the rapid formation of new, dense Maiden neighborhoods made the public parkland
discusson particularly garmanewithin the Maiden community.  1n 1889, the Parks Act of 1882 weas acoepted by the City of
Maiden. The Act authorized Massachusetts cities and towns to create public parks within their boundaries. By accepting this
Act, Maiden could then gppoint three commissioners to effectively plan their park sysem to meet the neads of its growing
population and to purchase parkland in accordance with those plans. They could dlso develop the parks and establish rulesfor
their us2 Any lands taken under this Act were to "be forever kept open and maintained as apublic park or parks." ~ Accordingly,
in 1892, the Maiden Park Commisson was formed.

Under the leedership of Sylvester Baxter, Maiden's first park commisson chair. Maiden's early park inventory began to teke
shepe primarily through philanthropic gifts. Thesefirst gifted parks inspired the City to st adde additional capita specifically
eamaked for parkland acquisition, thereby beginning to baance the park inventory and intersperse parks throughout the City.'

It wasthrough Baxter's longganding friendship with the Olmged family that the Commisson sought the conaultation of the
Olmged Brothersfir mfor the Bell Rock Memorial Park project. Baxter can also be credited for involving the Olmgedfir min
the many athe Maiden park projects with the intention of devdoping a park sysem through the city. 1n 1989, Anne Hoover
Henderson, Director of the Olmged Planning Program for the Massachusdtts Department of Environmental Managament wrate,

" Beddes the extendve Baogon Park Sysem, Maiden isthe only Massachusetts community to have an Olmded-desgned sydem, a

(continued)

" Maorgan, Keith N. Chardles W. Eliot's Chales Eliot, Landscgpe Architect. Universty of Massachusdts Amhad, in assodaion with Library
of Amaican Landscgpe Higory, Amhad, MA, 1990,

" Ibid.

* Masssdhusdtts Higorica Commisson. MHC Reconneissance Survey Report, Community: Maiden. Massechusetts Higtoricdl Commission,
Novarbea 18, 1980.

" Saoday of the Commonwesdth of Massadhusatts Ads and Resdlves Passad by the Generd Court of Massachussits in the Year 1882
Rand. Abay, & Co., Rinters to the Commonwedth, 117 Franklin Srest, Bodon, 1832

' City of Maden. Recredtion and Consarvation Plan. City of Maiden, 1978.
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s=ries of green goaceswhichwould - in Olmsted's view - provide common Spece that would foster a sanse of community and en
excgpefrom the noise and dressof city life"r Asapart of the Maiden park sysem, the design of Bell Rock Memorial Pak
dandsout s digtinctiveinthat "[t]he park, its sdection, and use as memorids to the founders of the town, and to those loca
citizens who died inthe Revolutionary War and the Civil War isatribute to the cooperative turn-of-the-century efforts of Baxter
and the Maiden Park Commission, Olmsted, Jr., the New Y ork sculptor Bela Pratt, and architect R. Clipston Sturgis. The project
of 1908-1911 isunusud inthe work by the Olmgted firm as atruly interdisciplinary project by eminent design professionds of

their day.""

History of Bell Rock Memorial Park

Frederick Law Olmgted, J., Landscape Architect, designed Bell Rock Memoria Park between 1908 and 1917. This Ste was
Hected by Olmsted, J. to receive the Flag Defenders monument because of the site's significance in the history of Maiden and
its naturally occurring topography that lent itself o well to the introduction of a significant monument. The Bell Rock dte was
historically the location of Maiden's first and sscond mesting houses Asearly as 1648, the first meeting house was sanding neer
the rock outcropping, uphill from the landing a Sandy Bank along the Maiden River. The sscond meeting housewas builtin
1660 immediately south of the first meeting house It was herethat the New England poet Reverend Michael Wigglesworth and
other pagtorsof the town preached to the First Parish. A bell hung atop scaffolding erected on the outcropping, and thusthe Ste
recaived the name Bell Rock. The bell summoned the people to worship as well as darmed them in times of emergency. In
1693, the bell was rdlocated from the rock outcropping to the top of the second meeting house In 1727, the mesting house ad
bell were both removed.

Bell Rock was an undevdoped pasture until 1904 when the Maiden Park Commission purchased the rock outcropping and
surrounding undeveloped house lots to erect the monument honoring the American Civil War veterans. Oncethe park was
dedicated, the City Council solicited agpecid act of the legidature to protect the park and establish its purpose. Thelegidation
cameabout as aresult of the demandsof the generd public to ensurethat Bell Rock Memorial Park would remain a memorid
park for the public in perpetuity. The act reed s follows:

Theparcel of land heretofore acquired by the city of Maidenfor park purposes, and called 'Bell Rock Park' shall
hereafter becalled 'Bell Rock Memorial Park’ and shall be set apart as aperpetual memorial of the self-sacrifice
andpatriotism of thefounders of the town of Maiden and of the inhabitants thereof in the eras of the Revolution
and the Civil War; shall be dedicated to the promotion ofpatriotism; tothebetter understanding of civic rights

* and duties, and to thereception of monuments and memorialsfor those who have laboredfor the welfare or
defense of thepeople.

The Olmsted Brothers Design for Bell Rock Memorial Park

Olmged, Jr.'s design of the dte made carefid consderations to preservethe original topography and natura character of

the dte. He Sted the gatue and monument a the highest point of the site and faced the monument toward Main Street.

The Olmgted design of the terraces provided an unobgiructed view corridor to the Flag Defenders statue, designed by

sculptor Bea Lyon Pratt, and a symmetrical gpproach leading up to the monument bease designed by architect R. Clipston
(continued)

' Hendason, Ame Hoover. Director of the Omgted Fanning Program, Executive Office of Envirormientd Affairs, Depatmant of
Environmentd Manegamat, Commonwedth of Massadhusdts 'L etter to Mrs Bardbara Tolgmp, Maden Hidoricd Commisson' Feauary
9, 1989

" Ibid.

" Woodward, Frank Emest. Sors of the American Revolution. ‘Introductory Ramerks &t the Unwveiling of the Tablets a Bell Rock Memarid
Pak! Maden Higoricd Sodety. 1910.
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Sturgis [See Figures 6 and 7]. The walkwayswere placed very carefully, taking into consideration how park usars could
use the pathsto casudly and comfortably stroll through the park sometimes traversing significant grade changes al the
while still able to gain glimpses of the gatue on all of itsSdes.

The placement of plants was particularly important in achieving the aesthetic gods of the design. The Olmgted Brothers,
in the tradition of many past Olmsated designs, employed atremendous amount and variety of plantings to achieve a
naturd compostion within their designs. The plantings were used in avariety of waysto purposdy screen or frame
views. The plantings aso provided arhythm and consgency throughout the park where shrub plantings defined edges
canopy trees provided shede, and omamenta plants provided secondary focal points within the context of the overall
design. All of these planting dements worked together to support and, sometimes, soften the dructure of the park. As
one can sensein seaing the park today, the 'feel’ of the park isvery different fromthe richly planted park intended by
Olmgted, Jr. [See Figures 15 and 18]. Thisislargdly due to the absance of nearly all of the understory and shrub plantings
and many of the parks larger trees.

The layout of the park derives much of its grength in the number and location of its entry points. The wakways seam to
be tied into the layout of the surrounding neighborhood dreets, affording safe and numerous pedestrian connections to the
park that encourages park visitation. The sendtivity of the Ste grading is, again, critical in the way the entries dope down
to meet the grades of the Sdewalks aong the bordering streets. This enablesawelcoming and unencumbered entry to the
park, despite the presence of gone retaining walls on three sdes of the park.

The Development of Bell Rock Memorial Park and its Remaining Integrity

In comparing the Historic Conditions Plan [See Figure 3] with the Existing Conditions Flan [See Figure 4], one can
ascatan immediatdy that the Olmgted Brother's desgn intent remains intact. The desgn was a regponseto anesd and a
desreto pay tribute and memoridize a significant chapter in the City'shistory. The incorporation of the first memorid
and monument into the dte st the design's passivetone and contemplative character. The park retains much of jts desgn
integrity in that many of the features delineated in the original design are still present within the park today. There are,
however, some minor changeswithin the existing park. A stair dong Main Street and awakway connecting Ellis and
Main Strestswere added for additional aocess to the park. Many subssquent memorias have been added.  Park benches
were |located adong the historic pathways in the south central areaof the park [See Photo 22¢€]. Despite these additions, all
ae inaccord with the park’s original design goa. Findly, the children's sand court proposed in the origina plan was
neve fully realized. Infact, this portion of Olmsted, Jr.'s design, including the surrounding pathways and plantings, wes
not condructed with the remainder of the park in 1911. However, this areaof unobgructed lawn inthe existing park does
sveits neighbors as an informal playspace. Again, the design intent is acknowledged and presarved [See Photo 23€].
Overdl, the original design remains largely intact and the integrity of the desgn and itsintent isretained [See Figure 12].

The integrity of materias usad within the park hes d 0 been maintained. All of the additions that have been mede, in
both park infrastructure and inthe introduction of 'new' memorias, employ smilar materids that complement the
original materids usad in the design and construction of the park [See Figure 8 and Photos 12e 13e and 14€]. All of the
added walks are cast concrete with curbed edging. All of the subsequent memorids use a gone simiiar to the sone used
a both the monument, inthe terrace walls, and in the retaining wallsthat border the site.

The integrity of feelingwithin the park isand continues to be strengthened through the restoration of tht park plantings.
The park has benefited from the planting of severd large shedetrees dong its edges, which recadls the original treesthat
exiged when the park was congructed [See Photo 8h]. Further work is being consdered to restore the understory and

(continued)
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shrub plantings that o aptly ddlinested the park rooms and views dong the pathways. The retoration of thesesmdler
plantswill be done according to the Olmgted plans, and will condderably enhance and demondrate the thoughtful subtlety
of the Site'sorigina aid consderable topography.

A comparison of historic photographs taken of the park shortly after its subgstantial completionin 1910, with current
photogrgphs of the existing park, dramatically show the similarities and differences between the park as it was initially
congdructed and the park as itsexigts today. |n comparing Photos IThand |e [dso s Figure 14], one can s clearly that
the park's higtoric fabric and integrity remains. The monument, its upper and lower terraces, assodated bronze tablets,
and original cagt concrete walksadl retain their origina layout and materials. Much of what ismissing in the existing
view isthe backdrop to the monument provided by an origina em in the historicview. Addedto the existing view isthe
hexagond sone monument, (currently proposed to be relocated to another areaof the park), which disrupts the view
corridor to the Bela Pratt Satue.

If comparing Photos 2h and 2e [dso s Figure 15], theseviewsframe amuch broader reference. From acrossMain
Stredt, thisview shows how much of the origina design isstill extant. Almost al of the original park infrastructure,
including the perimeter retaining walls, the walkway gpproachesto the monument, the upper and lower terraces of the
monument, and the sculpture, survivestoday. Again, the existing view demondratesthe missing em depicted behind the
monument in the historic view; however, one can se that a historic tree located to the south of the monument is still
present. One can dso s that the flag madt, the light fixture and magt on the upper terrace of the monument, and one
granite bubbler present in the historic view are absent today. The existing view dso demondrates the drameatic absance of
understory and shrub plantings (however, one can see the newly installed understory plantings in the foreground of the
exigting view).

A comparison of Photas 3n and 3e [Figure 16] shows an axial view of the monument and sculpture. In the existing view,
one notices immediately how the additional hexagond sone monument andflagpole,as well as added shrub materiad and
pathways dilute the strength of an otherwise powerful frontal view of the sculpture. Again, the historic elm behind the
monumant in the historic view provides aframe and background for the monument and sculpture; it is conspicuoudy
missing in the existing view. A comparison of Photos4h and 4e [Figure 17] goesfurther in demongtrating this point.

A comparison Photos 5h and 5e [Figure 18] is probably the mogt striking comparison in demongtrating the loss of shrub
materids a the edgesof the park. This planting was critical in further defining the edgesof the park and separating the
park environs from the noise of the dreet. It isgpparent, even in thisvery early photo (after the plant materids were
ingdled in 1910), the kind of drama that the planting design would invoke once established. However, because the plant
materids are absent, one can clearly see that the original structure of the desgn isvery much intact and that the park hes
retained its dedgn integrity over itsnearly ninety-yeer life.

Bell Rock Memorid Park maintains it integrity of design, materids and feeling. 1naddition, the park hes maintained its
dzeand location, and its context and association within the surrounding community. The setting hes not dramatically
changed; the immediate neighborhood is comprised primarily of two- and three-gory residences. The strong Similarities
between the park of 1910 and the existing park are striking. Comparing historic and existing photos (as demondrated in
Fgures 14 - 18) isimportant in demonstrating how much integrity the park design hes maintained over these many years.
Thework of the Olmsted Brothers remains unmistakably evident in the park today.

(continued)
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The Bela Lyon Pratt F/ag Defenders Monument and its Remaining Integrity

BdaLyon Pratt, aNew England bom scul ptor who was schooled in Connecticut and Paris, wes invited to compete for the
commission of asculpture honoring the men of Maiden who gavetheir livesin the American Civil War. He was avarded
the commisson shortly after gppropriations for the monument were mede in 1907. The Flag Defenders Monument that
Pratt produced for the Bell Rock Memorid Park site was one of many sculptures that Prait would completein
Massechusetts. Hisother notable works include The Whdeman's Memoria, New Bedford, 1913; War Nurses,
Massachusatts Siate House, Nurses Hall, 1911; Edward Everett Hale, Boston Public Garden, 1913; and Nathani€l
Hawthorne, Sdem, 1925; among many others.

Pratt worked closdly with Olmsted, J. in developing adesign that would provide a fitting memoria for the men of
Maiden and appropriate focal point within the park design. The desgn that he produced for the park was asmple
compodtion of threefiguresrepresenting the Army, the Marines, and the Navy, the three branches of sarvice fromwhich
the Maiden men came. One dandstall, bearing the American flag; the other twofiguresare crouched a ether of the flag
bearer's 9des keeping watch and slent vigil. The Satue is an exceptiona example of Pratt'swork and attention to detail,
and the memoria datesto atimewhen Pratt was & the height of his career. In The History of American Sculpture, Lorado
Taft oeeksdoquently of one of Pratt's earlier works. TheButler Memorial in Lowell Massachusetts, describing the great
skill thet Prait possessad and the attention to detail that he paid in his bronze work. "So intangible, so unobtrusive are
certain of the virtues of this sterling work, that one might overlook them a first. Fortunatdly it invitesmany returns, and,
like aworthy friend, reveds new beauties upon each gpproach."™ The same can be said for the Flag Defenders bronzein
itsdetail and intrigue.

It isdocumented in articles included in the Olmsted Brothersjob file that the sculpture within its park setting wasvery
widdy received by both ‘critics' and the community. Frederick W. Cobum, writer for Art and Progress megezine, in his
September 1910 article entitled " The Maiden Monument” gtated, "Asan example of municipal art, it isnot too much to
sy that thiswork isamong the very few of itskind that have been done inaright way. The project has been well
conddered from dart to finish, and the result isone, it isgratifying to note, with which the neighborhood is thoroughly
satisfied, nay, delighted. Maiden admires its monument as sincerdly as the critic from a distance.™"

The monument terraces and Satue remain in the park today as they were congructed in 1910. The datue is in need of
consarvation, as much of the bronze is covered with agreen coating, probably the result of years of exposure and
pollution. One figure's gun has been broken off and the freed piece lost or stolen. Generdlly, the maintenance of the
bronze sculpture has not been kept up and many incidences of vanddism have damaged the piece. However, consarvaors
have assessd the piece and are confident that all of the damaged components can be successfully restored; infact, the
Friends of Bell Rock Memorial Park have recently contracted a conservator to assess the sculpture and provide acost
egtimate for its comprehendve restoration.

SUMMARY

The Olmgteds were madters & the craft of designing and constructing landscgpes that provided an escgpefrom the
pressures and dresses of urban living. That mastery was devdoped from a long-time undergtanding ‘and gppreciation for
the restorative quaitiesthat open, green goaces could offer within adense urban fabric. It was for thisreason, and for his

(continued)

' Teft, Larado. The Higtory of American Sculpture The MacMillian Comperty. New Y ork. 1925, p. 491-496.
" Library of Congress, Washington D.C, 'Correspondence from Olmsted Brothers for Job #1696." June 1910-1915, 1931
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smilar beliefs, that Sylvester Baxter sought the consultation of Olmsted. Jr., and subsequently why Olmsted, Jr. advised
the Maiden Park Commission to site the memoria a Bell Rock. Drawing from the site's history and natura topography,
the park and the monument designs were developed together and derive strength from one another.  So successful wasthis
collaboration, that the park and monument remain virtually unchanged in their design and tme to their original purpose.

In fact, the park hes continued, through the years, to sarve its misson by incorporating new memorias and objectsthat
honor members of the Maiden community.

Conddering the vast changes that Maiden has experienced dnce 1910 when the park was dedicated, it ssams astonishing
that the Bell Rock Memoria Park design hes remained essentialy intact. Bell Rock Memorial Pak gandstoday esa
tribute to the people for whom the park is dedicated, as well asto the people who have sarved and protected it. The
Olmgted Brothers provided the people of Maiden with apark that honored their past and, through their design, preserved
an opportunity to honor future generaions, aswell. The park, initsorigina design and composition, hes not physicaly
changed; but itsrole over the years, both within the community it resdes and within Maiden's history, hes taken on a
much grester meaning and significance. In addition to Bell Rock Memoria Park's significance as ahistoric ste within
the community and the region, the irreplaceable collective memories of the community abide here. Itisfor this reeson
that the park's neighbors and users, with the City of Maiden, have initiated an ongoing strategy to preserve and restore the
existing park, and to the reassert the vision intended by the Olmsted Brothers.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeological resources described above havethe potential to provide important locational and architectural information
for two of the town's earliest and important institutional/religious structures. Archaeologica testing may contribute architectural
details of meeting house construction and form that cannot be determined from written historical records. Detailed andyds of the
contents from occupationa reated features can dso contribute important information on the range of activities that took place a
the meeting house and the inhabitants of Maiden's early settlement. Archaeologica research can dso help document the extent
that Olmsted development of the park dtered the original landscgpe and its potentia effect on the integrity of earlier historic
resources Archaeologica testing may dso locate artifactual evidence of memoria sarvices conducted-around the severd
memoridsin the park.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Acreege of Property: 341 acres
For the Site Locus Map, s= Figure 1 [See Attachment A for thefiill Sze, original USGS area map].

Verba Boundarv Description:

The nominated areaiis comprised of one City of Maiden Tax Assessor'sparcd inWard 1: Parcd 201 which encompessesan area
of 148243 sguarefeet. The park isbounded on its eestem sde by the west edge of Main Street, and on its southem dde by the
north edge of Wigglesworth Street. 1t isbounded on itswestem sde by the southernmost segment (94.48 feet) and eedt edge of
Meridian Street; the south and eest edges of Parcd 202; the eedt edges of Parcds 203, 204 and 205; and the southemmost

sgmat of the eest edge of Parcd 208. The park isbordered on its northem sde by the south and eest edgesof Parcd 209, and
the south edge of Ellis Stredt.

Boundary Justification:
The existing park retains all of its original property linesthat were established specifically for the park’s cregtion in 1908. This
entire arearetains mog of its historic fabric and function as a part of the existing park. Bell Rock Memoria Park was purchesd

by the Maiden Park Commission in 1904 and includes three housing parcels shown aong Ellis Street that were acquired from
private owners in 1908.

(end)



BELL ROCK MEMORIAL PARK, MALDEN (MIDDLESEX), MA
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

Photo # Historic Name Style Date Type Status
26e Bell Rock Memoria Park 1908 Ste Contributing
6e Revolutionary War VeteransMemorid Bronze Teablet 1905 Object Contributing
Te Maiden Founders Memorid Bronze Tablet 1910 Object Contributing
8e-lle The Flag Defenders Bronze Sculpture 1910 Object Contributing
Stone Base and Tarace
Bronze Teblets
13 Michad Wigglesworth Memoria Stone and Bronze Tablet 1930 Object Contributing
17e 1 and 2" Meseting House Marker Stone and Bronze Tablet 1930 Object Contributing
12e Spanish War Veterans, GAR,; Stone Monument 11 Object Contributing

American Legion; Jewish War Veterans, and Hagpole
Disabled War Veterans, and VFW Memorid

15e16e John Victor Robinson Memoria Stone Monument 1994 Object Contributing
and Hagpole
14e World War || Memoria Gateway Stone Gateway 1953 Object Non-Contrib.

TOTAL RESOURCES 9  CONTRIBUTING: 8 (1 Site, 7 objects) NON-CONTRIBUTING: 1 (object)
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MAPS, PLANS, and ILLUSTRATIONS

Figure No. 1

FigureNo. 2

FigureNo. 3

Figure No. 4

FigureNo. 5

Figure No. 6

FigureNo. 7

Figure No. 8

FigureNo. 9

FigureNo. 10

FigureNo. 11

Figure No. 12

Ste Locus Map (seeattached full scale USGS map - Attachment A)
Source USGSBoston North, Massachusetts, 1987

City of Maiden Assessor's Plan, No. 65, June 1976 (see attached full scale map - Attachment B)
Provided by the City of Maiden Assessor's Office

Historic Conditions Plan, circa 1911
Trace of an Olmsted Brothers original by CRIA

Existing Conditions Plan, January 1999
Drawn by CRIJA

Grading Plan: Olmgted Plansand Drawings, File# 1696, Flan 20
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste

Grading Planfor Section Bordering Main Street: Olmsted Plansand Drawings, File# 1696, Plan 23
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste

Details for Congtruction of Walls, Sigps & Fazas about Monument: Olmsted Plansand Drawings, File# 1696,
Han 24

Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste

Details for Random Ashlar Wall: Olmsted Plansand Drawings, File# 1696, Plan 30
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste e

Dedgn for Electric Light Mast, December 12, 1910
Redrawn by CRIJAfrom an Olmsted Brothers original

Planting Plan: Olmgted Flansand Drawings, File# 1696, Plan 46
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste

Planting List (Transcript) for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusatts Plan 46
The transcript is courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, and hes
ben retyped and formatted by CRJA for clarity.

Area of Historic Integrity
Drawn by CRIA

Figure No. 13A Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, December 1999

Drawn by CRIJA
(continued)
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Figure No. 13B Bell Rock Memorial Park - Data Sheet, September 2000
Compiled by CRIA

FigureNo. 14 Historic and Existing View A
FigureNo. 15 Historic and Existing View B
FigureNo. 16 Historic and Existing View C
FigureNo. 17 Historic and Existing View D
FigureNo. 18 Historic and Existing View E

FigureNo. 19 Photograph Location Map, December 1999
Drawn by CRJA

Attachment A USGS Boston North Map, 1985
Scde 1:25 000

Attachment B City of Maiden Assessor's Plan, No. 65, June 1976
Scde 1'=40'-0"

(end)
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COPIES OF HISTORIC PHOTOS [For location and view direction of all photos, See Figure No. 19]
(Photos 1- 8 Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site, Brookline, Massachusetts,
from records of Olmsted Brothers, Landscgpe Architects; photographer and location of negatives unknown, unless otherwise

noted)

Photo No. 1h View looking southeast toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from the walk along Main Stre<,

Photo No. 2h

Photo No. 3h

Photo No. 4h

Photo No. 5h

Photo No. 6h

Photo No. 7h

Photo No. 8h

depicts historic location of the electric light mast and the flag mast; circa 1910.
View of park and monument looking eest from acrossMain Stredt, circa 1910.

Axial view looking eest toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from the walk dlong Main Stret;
circa 1910.

View of the Flag Defenders monument from north of the intersection of Ellis and Main Streets, depicts historic
location of Quercus rubra (Red Oak) south of the monument and shmb massng aong the perimeter of the park;
circa 1910.

View looking eest toward the Flag Defenders monument from the lower terrace, depicts the historic location of a
large EIm tree (now missing); circa 1910.

Constmction Photos of Bell Rock Memoria Park; circa 1908.
Condtruction Photos of Bell Rock Memoria Park; circa 1908.

Constmction Photos of Bell Rock Memorial Park; Spring 1909; photographs by Mr. Baston.

CURRENT PHOTOS [For location andview direction of all photos, See Figure No. 19]
(All negetives for Current Photos, Nos. le - 26e are located a the offices of Carol R Johnson Associates, Inc. a 1100
M assachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusatts, and all photographs are by Jill Ochs Zick, unless otherwise noted.)

Photo No. le

Photo No. 2e

Photo No. 3e

Similar to Historic Photo No. 1; view looking southeest toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from
the walk dong Main Stregt; December 5, 1999.

Similar to Historic Photo No. 2; view of park and monument looking eest from acroassMain Strest; Decamber 5,
1999.

Similar to Historic Photo No. 3; axia view looking eest toward the Flag Defenders monument and terraces from
the walk dong Main Street; December 5, 1999.

(continued)
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Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No

Te

14e

17e

Similar to Historic Photo No. 4; view of the FHag Defenders monument from north of the intersection of Ellisand
Main Streets, depicts historic location of Quercus rubra (Red Oak) south of the monument and shrub massng
aong the perimeter of the park; December 5, 1999.

Similar to Historic Photo No. 5; view looking eedt toward the Flag Defenders monument from the lower terrace,
the large Elm tree isnow missing; December 5, 1999.

Relocated 19065 tablet commemorating the Revolutionary War veterans (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section
of the submission); December 5, 1999.

View of 1910 tablet dedicated to the founders of Maiden (sse Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the
submission); December 5, 1999.

View looking north west of the Flag Defenders Monument (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the
submission); Decamber 5, 1999.

Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument; December 5, 1999.

Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument vertical bronze tablet on the pedesta; December 5, 1999.

Detail of the Flag Defenders Monument horizontal bronze a the beseof the pedestd; December 5, 1999.
View looking west of hexagond stone monument dedicated to the Spanish War Veterans, the Grand Army of the
Republic, the American Legion, the Jewish War Veterans, the Disabled American Veterans, and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars (sse Figure 13 in the.illustrations section of the submission); December 5, 1999.

View looking west of the Reverend Michael Wigglesworth stone and tablet (see Figure 13 in the illustrations
section of the submission); December 5, 1999.

View looking northwest of the World War || gateway (see Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the
submission); Decamber 5, 1999.

View looking northwest of the John Victor Robinson Monument and Flagpole (see Figure 13 in the illustrations
section of the submission); December 5, 1999.

Detail of the John Victor Robinson Monument vertical bronze tablet on the pedestd; December 5, 1999.

Front view of remnant memorial sone (sse Figure 13 in the illustrations section of the submission); Decamber 5,
1990.

. 182 View of landscagpe and pathways looking south; December 5, 1999.

(continued)
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Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

Photo No.

1%

20e

2le

22e

23e

24e

View of landscgpe, historic trees, and the Flag Defenders Monument looking northwest; Decamber 5, 1990.
View of the Flag Defenders Monument from pathway looking north; December 5, 1999.

View of the Flag Defenders Monument from areaof the proposad "sand court” looking northeest; Decamber 5,
1999.

View of landscape, pathways, and World War || gateway looking southeedt; December 5, 1999.
View of adjacent residential neighborhood to the southwest of the park; Decamber 5, 1999.

View of the surrounding residentia neighborhood from the upper terrace of the Flag Defenders Monument
looking southeest; December 5, 1999.

View looking north of the resdencesthat border the park (along Meridian Street) and acrassfrom the park on
Ellis Street; December 5, 1999.

Aeria view of Bell Rock Memoarial Park from the north and its context; 1999; photographer unknown.

(end)
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BELL R.OCK PARK

GQAD/NG PLAN FOR SECTION
BORDERING MAIN  ST.

PL*NNO.22

BrooMo, Ak...N-,. 4tl>IM

Grading Plan for Section Bordering Main Street: Olmsted Plans and Drawings, File# 1696, Fan 23 Figure No. 6
Courtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste
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Details for Random Ashlar Wall: Olmsted Plansand Drawings, File # 1696, Plan 30
Courtesy of theNational Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site

Figure No. 8
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PLANTING LIST

For

FigureNo. 11

BELL ROCK PARK, MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

PLAN 46

This transcript iscourtesy of the National Park Service, Frederick Law Olmsted Historic Ste, Brookline, Massachusetts,
and has bemn retyped and formatted by CRJA for dlarity.

Olmgted Brothers,
Landscgpe Architects

1 Berberisthunbergi
2 3 Baks
Diervilla trifida
Myrica cerifera
Symphoricar pos racemosus
Rosalucida
3 3 Baks
Viburnum dentatum
Ligustrumibota
Viburnum cassinoides
Cornusflorida
Cercis canadensis
Crataegus coccinea
2 Beds
Loniceratatarica
Lonicerafragrantissima
8 Spiraea van houtte
9 Forsythia suspensa
10 Crataegus cordata
11 Pyrus ioensis bechtelli
12 Pyrus parkmanni
131 B«
Lindera benzoin
Crataegus coccinea
Eleagnus longipes
Prunustriloba
14 1 Bd
Viburnum opulus
Berberisvulgaris
Cornus stolonifera
Viburnum dentatum
Crataegus crus-galli
15 4 Beds
Viburnum prunifolium
Berberisvulgaris
Aralia pentaphylla
Rosa Multiflora

N O 01 b~

401 plants
149 plants
40 plants
40 plants
39 plants
30 plants
66 plants
2 plants
2 plants
2 plants
14 plants
7 plants
52 plants
67 plants
35 plants
32 plants
110 plants
86 plants
10 plants
2 plants
3 plants
130 plants
20 plants
20 plants
45 plants
45 plants
50 plants
10 plants
10 plants
10 plants
10 plants
10plants
567 plants
65 plants
62 plants
60 plants
60 plants

Planting Listfor Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts

2 Vi' goat
3 apart

3 Vi apart

4' gpat
4' apart

3 goat

3 goat

4' apart

4' apart

4' apart

Brookline, Massachusdtts
20 March 1911

Jgpanee Barberry

Yelow Bush Honeysuckle
Bayberry

Snowberry

Dwarf Wild Rose

Arrowwood
Jgpane=e Privet
Witherod

Fowering Dogwood
Red Bud

Scarlet Thorn

Taraian Bush Honeysuckle
Chinese Bush Honeysuckle
Van Houtte's Spiraea
Weeping Golden Bell
Washington Thorn
Bechtd's Flowering Crab
Parkmen's Flowering Crab

Spice Bush
Scarlet Thorn
Jgpanese Oleeder

FHowering Plum

Highbush Cranberry
Common Barberry
Native Red Oder
Arrowwood
Cockspur Thorn

Black Haw
Common Barberry
Fiveleaved Ardia

Jgpane=x Flowering Rose

Page 1



Berberis thunbergi
Forsythiafortunei
16 1 Bed
Viburnum dentatum
Ligustrumibota
Cornus panicultata
17 4Beds
Rosa rugosa
Rosa rugosa alba
18 Ligustrum regelianum
19 3 Bads
Rosa lucida
Rosa blanda
Rosa nitida
20 Lycium barbarum
21 Buxus sempervirens
22 Euonymus radicans carrieri

23 Prunustriloba
24 Rosa setigera
25 Magnolia soulangeana
26 Celastrus tinctoria
21 Xanthorrhiza apiifolia
28 Spiraea thunbergi
29 Sophorajaponica
30 Syringa japonica
31 Cercidiphyllumjaponicum
32 Rhodotypos kerrioides
33 Quercus rubra
34 Ampel opsis engel manni
35 Acer platanoides
36 NOT USED
37 1 Bd
Philadel phus coronarius
Philadel phus grandiflorus
38 Ailanthusglandulosa
39 1 B
Ribes aureum
Berberisvulgaris
Rhustyphina
Robinia hispida
Symphoricarposvulgaris
40 Ulmus campestris
41 Ampelopsis virginica
42 Tiliavulgaris
43 Berberisvulgaris

60 plants
60 plants
75 plants
25 plants
25 plants
25 plants
111 plants
74 plants
37 plants
70 plants
102 plants
26 plants
25 plants
51 plants
35 plants
2 plants
599 plants

1 plants
45 plants
3 plants

1 plants
855 plants
44 plants
1 plants

7 plants

2 plants
112 plants
6 plants
8 plants

2 plants

65 plants
35 plants
30 plants

7 plants
70 plants
15 plants
15 plants
15 plants
15 plants
10 plants

6 plants
68 plants
15 plants

1 plants

Planting List for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts

3 Vi apart

2/l apart

3 goat

2 apart

3 goat

2 \Vz goat

r goat
32 goat

3 12 gpat

4' apart

3 W apart

Figure No. 11

Jgpanee Barberry
Fortune's Golden Bell

Arrowwood

Jgpanee Privet
Gray Dogwood

Ramanes Roxe=
White Ramanss Rose
Regd's Privet

Dwarf Wild Rose
Early Wild Rose
Shining Wild Rose
Matrimony Vine
Box Bush

Carrier's Broad-leaved Evergreen

Cregpe
Howering Plum

PrarieRose
Soulanges Magnolia
Y ellowwood

Y ellowroot
Thunberg's Spiraea
Jgpanee Pegoda Tree
Jpanee Tree Lilac
Cercidiphyllum

White Kerria

Red Oak

Engdmann's Virginia Cregper
Norway Maple

Mock Orange
Large-flowered Mock Orange
Tree of Heaven

Golden Current
Common Barberry
Staghom Sumac
Rose Acacia
Indian Currant
English ElIm
Virginia Cregper
European Linden
Common Barberry

Page 2



44 Magnolia conspicua

45 Kolreuteria paniculata
46 Gymnocladus canadensis
47 Liriodendron tulipifera
48 Aesculus hippocastaneum

49 Fagussylvatica
50 1 Bed

Sempervivumtectorum

Sedum sexangulare
Sedumacre

Phlox subulata
Arabis alpina

Arctostaphylos ura-ursi

51 Cornus panicultata

52 Populusfastigiata

53 Ligustrumibota

54 1 Bed
Berberisvulgaris
Crataegus coccinea
Crataegus corodata
Crataegus crus-galli

Crataegus tomentosa

Cornusflorida
55 Kerriajaponica
56 Rosawichuriana
57 Juniperusvirginiana
58 Crataegus crus-galli
59 Viburnum dentatum

2 plants
3 plants
1 plants
5 plants
3 plants
3 plants

2Q0Q 2000 plants

40 300 plants
40 300 plants
40 300 plants
40 300 plants
40 300 plants
N plants

3 plants

49 plants

1 plants

255 plants

45 plants

45 plants

45 plants

40 plants

40 plants

40 plants

115 plants
290 plants

7 plants

7 plants

2 plants

Planting List for Bell Rock Park, Maiden, Massachusetts

1' apart

(edded)

5' apart

2 V2 gpat
3 goat

Magnolia

Varnish Tree
Kentucky Coffee Tree
Tulip Tree

Horse Chestnut
European Beaech

Housdesk

Sone Crop

Sone Crop

Phlox

Alpine Rock Cress
Bearbarry

Gray Dogwood
Lombardy Popular
Jgpanese Privet

Common Barberry
Scarlet Thorn
Washington Thorn
Cockspur Thorn
Black Hawthorn
Fowering Dogwood
Globe Fower
Memoria Rose
Red Cedar
Cockspur Thorn
Arrowwood

Figure No. 11

Page 3
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Contributing Objects

1 Rdocaed 1905 Tablet
Commemarding
Revdutionary Wa Veteaans
[See Phato 6€]

2 1910 Tablet
Dedicated to Maden Foundas
[See Photo 7€)

3 TheFlag Defenders
Commemarding the
Amaican Civil War;

Bda Prat Monument
ad Asodaed Teblets
[See Photos 8 9 10e ad lie]

Non-Contributing Obiects

4 Hexagond Sone Monumeant
Deadicated to the Sparnish War Vetlgans
the Grand Array of the Republic,
the American legion,
the Janvish Wa Veeaans,
the Dissbled American Veaeaeans ad
the Vetaans of Fordgn Wars
[See Photo 124

5 Soneand Tablet
Dedicated to
Reverend Michad Wiggesworth
[See Phato 134

6 Sone Structure
World War 1| Gateway
[See Phato 14€)

7 Monument and Hagpale
Dedicated to John Victor Robinson itluHJiki
(S= Photo 152 ad 16€) Exitli*HJikiuTm

8 Ramat Sone
[See Photo 176]

FoureNo. 13 Existing Contributing and Non-Contributing Objects Location Plan, December 1999
Drawn by CRJA

Bell Rock Park]
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Historic View
Circa 1910

All Historic Views

are courtesy of

the National Park Service,
Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site
[S= Photo Ih]

Bq_) 3_000

Existing View
December 5,1999
[See Photo leg]
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Higoric View
Circa 1910

All Historic Views

are courtesy of

the National Park Service,
Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site
[See Photo 2h]

Existing View
December 5,1999
[See Photo 2¢]
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Higtoric View
Circa 1910

All Historic Views

are courtesy of
theNational Park Service,
Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Site
[S= Photo 3h]

Existing View
December 5,1999
[See Photo 3¢]
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Historic View

Circa 1910

All Historic Views are courtesy of

the National Park Service,

Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Ste
[See Phato 4h]

Existing View
December 5,1999
[See Photo 4]
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Higoric View
Circa 1910

All Historic Views

are courtesy of

the National Park Service,
Frederick Law Olmsted
National Historic Ste
[See Photo 5h]

Exiging View
December 5,1999
[See Photo 5€]
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Bell Rock Memoria Park
Middlesex County, (Maiden,) MA
Photo No. 26e






~——( SHEET NO.67)—

~—— SHEET NO.66 }— ~— SHEET NO. 63)—

3 »
. Aase /%,

\

S&M£wﬁ

SO63

i
1

G
™

Q

-
S
8
N
SRA

MERIDIAN

& 467
oo

Joo

~—{t+9 ON L3I IHS) =

BELL ROC K PARK

/48,243 %

v\\\

SCALE: (=40

| 2 -5-75
NO. OATE
. /73945~ /é */ 48 REVIS | ON
(SHEET NO.78) ¥ 2o S icczi $2: 0 ik - SHEET NO.7 7} <

A SHEET NO.65
ieC /1999 Jz‘

PLAN UPDATED BY FAY, SPOFFORD & THORNDIXE, INC
BOSTON, JUNE 1976

Adtachment P>

CAROL R. JOHNSON

VAT O




Eleanor C. Cushing
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Maiden, MA 02148
(78D)321-2118 A 24 20

Znuy, 200 MASS. HIST. GCOVM

Mr. Phillip Bergen

National Regiger Asigtant

MA HISTORIC COMMISSION
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Dorchester, MA 02125 .

Dear M. Bergen:

It gives me great plessure to forward my recommendation for  the Bell Rock Memoria Park in Maiden,
Massachusetts submission.

By way of background, | grew up inthe neighborhood where the park islocated. It was my playground as a
child in an otherwise compacted n;'i"borhood. In 1992 | became city councilorin Ward One, the area o
Maiden where Bell Rock Memorial Park islocated. The park and it's condition was acampagn issue for
me and a that time | vowed to work toward cleaning it up and restoring Some of its  features.

Little did I know & the time, nor did | gppreciate, the greet history that unfolded on this site. And over the
lagt eight years| have learned agreat ded about the importance of this property to our city. Infact, | fed a
great responsbility to enaurethat Bell Rock Memorial Park isakey focusinMaidenford time. In
reviewing historic documentation about the park, it iswritten that our forefathersintended for future
generations to gppreciate and carry out their careful plans and intentions for thispark. An avesome

responsibility!

My good fortune, dong with what | have learned, hes been to gain the interest and support of some key
people. Indoing S0, collectively we have come to the point of submission to the Nationa Historic Regiger,
while having performed some important enhancements, restorative work and upon reviewing the Olmstead
plan, incorporated new plantings and grounds work in concert with the original intentions.

Thisisan exciting year for Maiden and, in particular, for  this park. We are planning the closing ceremony
for Maidens 350* anniversary a Bell Rock Park on June 17, 2000. That day isdsothe ¥" anniversary of
the naming of this park and the day the Bela Pratt sculpture. The Hag Defenders, was unveiled.

Each dune 17, ance 1985, we aso cdebrate Flag Day. We hold a meaningful ceremony while the park is
digned with American Flags aong its border and around the plaza where the datue dwells.

| am passionate about this park; it's history and the City of Maidens obligation to carry out what our
forefathers o0 carefully planned — for dl  time. Of course, partly because | represent the neighborhoods in
and around this wonderful higtoric Site. But dso because this Ste is a source of great pride to the residents
in Ward One and, as we have progressed in making othersaware, todl  of Maiden. | will dways support
the restoration and ongoing care of Bell Rock Memoria Park.

Hease express the importance of the details divulged in the city's submisson inaway that thosewho
decide underdand the great significancethat this property holds for - our community.

Thank youfor your every consideration. jfritA g AL
Sncerdy, "M kK A 26Gi uj hous ;A .~ - — V" HAMN RS
Eleanor €. Cushing /j

N N

CLc Mayor Richard C. Howard " ' e . B
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Organized March 8,1836
Incorporated February 7,1887

February 3, 2000

Philip Bergen

National Register Assistant
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M\ 02125

RE: Bell Rock Menorial Park, M den, Massachusetts
Dear M. Bergen:

It 1 sa pleasure towrite t oyouon behalf of t he Miden
Historical Society t oexpress itsenthusiastic support for the
application of city of Maiden t onom nate Bell Rock Menmorial Park
for Iisting I ntheNational Register of Historic Places.

Originally called Bell Rock pasture, thepark served as
Mai den's town common and was honme t o Maiden's earliest
meetinghouses. A bell was hung on a rock tocall the townspeople
to worship, hence thename which has lasted for well over three
centuries.

In this century, thecity of Maiden comm ssioned Ol nsted
Brothers, t odesign a landscape plan for Bell Rock Menmorial Park
which survives i nlarge part today. As part of that plan, a
magni ficent statute honoring Maiden's civil war soldiers and
sailors. The Flag Defenders, by scul ptor Bela Pratt, was unveil ed
in the park. | t continues todraw visitors tothis day.

Wthin t hepast fewyears, there has devel oped nuch support
for the preservationof this statute andthehistoric |andscape
of thepark. To that end, t heMaiden Historical Societyi s
hopeful that youwill act favorable upon t heapplication. | f you
wish t odiscuss theSociety's support for this application
further, youmay contact ne at (781) 322-0896.

Very truly yours.

rank F. Rassel]l

FFR/ nf s
cc: Hon. Richard C Howard, Myor



Citp d iHalben B O T8

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR TELEPHONE (781) 397-7000
RICHARD C. HOWARD 200 PLEASANT STREET FAX (781) 397-7073
MAYOR MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS 02148 E-MAlLcityhall@tiac.net
February 7, 2000

Mr. Philip Bergen

National Regider Assgant
Massechusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Mr. Bergen:

On behalf of the City of Maiden, may | express my wholehearted support of efforts to
nominate Bell Rock Memoarial Park for placement onthe National Register of Historic Places.

This passve recreationd area, which hes served as a public open goace ance 1648, isrich
in historical significance to this community. Desgned by Olmsted, the landscaping festures
incorporated into the park remain largely intact today. Bell Rock Memoria Park dandsas a
wonderful community asset that pays tribute to all of Maiden'swar veterans

It isparticularly fitting that thisNational Regiser desgnation isbeing sought during this
350* anniversary year of the City of Maiden which a0 sarves to commemorate the 90*
anniversary of Bell Rock Memorial Park.

Working together with city, community and budnessleaders, we have begun to take seps
to presarve and restore thishistorically-significant open goace, which is dso home to the famed
Hag Defenders Monument, designed by BelaLyon Pratt.

TheNational Regiger designation would ensure our commitment to its preservation. |
would urge your favorable support of thisnomination.

Sincerdy,

Richard C. Howard
Mayor

RCH/ac






The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary' of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

January 4, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of theInterior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Bell Rock Memorial Park, Maiden (Middlesex), MA

The nomination has been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment. Four letters of support have bean received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

(6 % Babara Toldrup, Maden Higoricd Commisson
Richard Howard, Mayoar, City of Maden
Coundlwomen Heanor C. Cushing
JP. Shedey, Cad Jonsn & Asodaes Presaveaion Conaltart
Timothy Glynn, Hanning Board Chair
Rev. Duke T. Gray, Frd Paish in Maden
Frank F. Rus=ll, Maiden Higtoricd Sodety

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston. Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470
NN Ne gtate.maus/sec/mhc



