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1. Name of Property

historic name Camp Breckinridge Non-Commissioned Officers Club
UN-M-33
other names/site number __James D. Veatch Camp Breckinridge Museum and Arts Center
Site of Murals Painted by World War II German Prisoners of War

2. Location

street & number 1116 North Village Road NA not for publication
city or town Morganfield ¥4 vicinity
state Kentucky code _KY  county __ Union code __225 zip code _42437

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this E}g nomination

O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Bgtonc Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
does not meet the National Register criterla. | recommend that this property be considered significant

O natignall de (X1 Iocally C{D See Iegggr’\uatlon sgle%t fﬁ){( ggggf‘?eal comments.)
J/ Dlrector, KHC H—220C /
Slghatire of &ﬂ;{fyg{ official/Title Date

Kentucky Héfritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| her?ﬂ:ertify that the propertyis:. - ature .of Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. ‘/L( 2 / /
[ see continuation sheet. 7 / '7f of
(O determined eligible for the /

National Register
See continuation sheet.

[0 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

(] removed from the National
Register.

([ other, (explain:) ____




Camp Breckinridge NCO Club
Name of Property

Union County, Kentucky

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
O private &] building(s)
x public-local O district
(] public-State O site
] public-Federal O structure
(] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "'N/A"" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
1 0 sites
1 0 structures
1 0 objects
4 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previousiy listed
in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Defense/Military Facility = Dance Hall

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Recreation

and

Culture/Theater = Plavhouse

Recreation

and

Culture/Auditorium = Hall

Recreation

and

Culture/Museum = Museum

Recreation

and

Culture/Museum = Art Gallery

Recreation

and

Culture/Music Facility =
Dangebgil

Recreation

and

Culture/Music Facility =
Concert Hall

Recreation

and

Culture/Work of Art = Mural

7. Description

Architecturai Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

No Style: World War II Military Base

Base Facilities Construction

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __Concrete Piers

walls Exterior-wood studs and wood siding

Interior - plywood and drywall

roof _ Bullt-up asphalt

other




Camp Breckinridge NCO Club
Name of Property

Union County, Kentucky
County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark *‘x'" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

K] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(0 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

J C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "‘x"" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

J B removed from its original location.

(0 € a birthpiace or grave.

[0 D a cemetery.

(J E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
1 F a commemorative property.

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or mare continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Military

Period of Significance
1942 - 1950

Significant Dates
1942 - 1946

Significant Person
(Compiete if Criterion B is marked above)

_N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Architect - U.S. Army

Builder - Struck Construction - Louisville,K

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

(J preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

(] previously listed in the National Register

{7J previously determined eligible by the National
Register

(J designated a National Historic Landmark

O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

O State Historic Preservation Office
[J Other State agency
(0 Federal agency
0 Local government
O University
K] Other
Name of repository:

Union County Public Library
James D. Veatch Camp Breckinridge Museum
and Arts Center




Camp Breckinridge NCO Club Union County, Kentucky
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ____3-02

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

Morganfield
1|_1_L§J L41211l61810| |4|1|7L0124410J Quad 3| | | | | | | P | l |l | | LL'
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
ZLA_,[J||11||||1|||| 4[||LJL|L1||[||J|||

[ see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
{Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameititle Judith A. Weatherholt ~ Executive Director
organization Union County Economic Development Foundation gate 3/25/01

Fax 270-389-0944
street & number __ 109 South Morgan Street telephone 270-389-9600
city or town Morganfield state  KY zip code 42437

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Compiete this item at the request of SHPO or FPQ.)

name Union County, Kentucky
street & number 101 West Main Street telephone ___270-389-1081
city or town Morganfield state KY le code 42437

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

N
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Narrative Description

Camp Breckinridge

Camp Breckinridge Non-Commissioned Officers’ Club (UN-M-33) is part of the historic Camp
Breckinridge. Initial plans for the Camp called for 50,000 acres; however, approximately 36,000 were
purchased and developed for the facility. Plans for construction of Camp Breckinridge were begun in
Washington, D.C., in August 1941. Construction began in February 1942 and essentially complete in
five-and-one-half months. The first of the cream-colored frame structures (approximately 3,500
buildings) constructed included hospital facilities, barracks, mess halls, warehouses, and office
buildings, to be followed by chapels, service clubs, theaters, recreation halls, and post exchanges. There
were 24 post exchanges (general stores for soldiers), 10 non-denominational chapels, five theaters, three
Service Clubs, three guesthouses and a field house or gymnasium large enough to enable the playing of
three basketball games simultaneously. Of the three service clubs built, there was only one NCO Club
constructed. As any large city, the Camp had a spacious hospital (132 buildings with maximum bed
capacity of 2,635), bakery, laundry, incinerator, cold storage plant, motor repair shops, sewage disposal
plant, five fire stations, all utilities, paved roads and sidewalks, and other facilities. Today, there are a
few remaining original buildings. Many sites have only a chimney left standing. The largest number of
original buildings being used today are on the Earle C. Clements Job Corps Training site, owned by the
Department of Labor and operated by Res-Care. As money is available, the buildings in the worst state
of repair are being torn down and replaced. Other original structures outside the Job Corps site are
being used for manufacturing, storage, and housing.

Non-Commissioned Officers’ Club

The approximately 14,500 square foot building faces south along Village Drive and is sited on a hill in
front of a reservoir that was constructed as part of the military base in 1942. The building features a
large dance hall with a balcony and murals painted by German Prisoners of War. A total of 34 murals in
various sizes remain on the walls of the Club. The largest mural is 162 inches by 369 inches, and the
smallest mural is 39 inches by 37 inches. The paintings were painted directly onto pre-primed plywood
supports using oil-based paint and were laid out using a square grid for a transfer system of pre-
determined designs (similar to postcard images). The murals remaining on the walls are on the main and
balcony of the dance hall and in the museum (east wing). Two pictures are on display in the arts center
(west wing) that were removed from that area and returned. The paintings on the first floor of the dance
hall have been painted around the doors. The second floor paintings have ribbon-like, diamond-shaped
painted borders.
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The two-story, T-shaped structure is constructed primarily of wood. Concrete piers were used for the
foundation of the structure, and there is an open crawl space. Wood floor girders and floor joists support
the wood decking.

The large, forty-foot roof spans were accomplished with columns and trusses “built-up” of large lumber
members. Wood joists span these with tongue and groove wood planks used for decking. The original
built-up asphalt roofing system was replaced with an insulated single-ply membrane roof. Asphalt
shingles cover the eyebrow and entrance canopies around the building.

The exterior walls are comprised of wood studs and wood siding. Double hung wood windows are
spaced between the built-up wood columns. Clerestory windows above provide light deep into the wide
spaces. The clerestory windows in the dance hall were top hinged and ropes and pulley were used to
open the windows and allow ventilation of the hall.

The interior finishes include painted plywood and drywall on the walls and ceilings, horizontal wood
plank wainscoting, and maple wood flooring. Paneled wood doors were used throughout.

Brick was used for the boiler chimney and the stacked double fireplace prominently featured in the
dance hall and balcony.

The concrete “bandstand” and outdoor patio are still intact behind the former kitchen.

From 1962 until 1998, the building was privately-owned and used for dance and exercise classes,
parties, etc. Also, the second floor enclosed-area was converted into an apartment. Over the years,
windows were broken out and not replaced; birds nested and flew in and out of the building — leaving
droppings. The roof leaked in several areas — damaging some of the murals. In general, little
maintenance was done on the building. The Union County Fiscal Court purchased the building 1998,
and restoration work was completed in 1999. A new roof, electrical wiring, central heat and air
conditioning, and window replacements were some of the major items in the project. A new catering
kitchen was installed in the old concession area. The interior second floor apartment area was open up
for a small conference room, with cabinetry left in place and bathroom reworked. To maintain the
integrity of the design and building, the Kentucky Heritage Council was consulted.

The area immediately around the NCO Club is largely a residential area. A large reservoir behind the
Club was built during construction of the Camp. It now serves the City of Morganfield. The Water
Treatment facility east of the Club was built in 1942, and it now owned and operated by the City of
Morganfield. There are a couple of the original Camp structures near the Club but are privately-owned.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Camp Breckinridge Officers’ Club (UN-M-33) meets the National Register Criterion A and is
significant within the historical context of the Military History from 1940 — 1950 for Union County,
Kentucky. The Officers Club is an important indicator of World War II military base facilities
construction. What made Camp Breckinridge meaningful during World War II was the fact that
activities at Camp Breckinridge supported the war effort worldwide. Troops trained at the Camp were
dispatched out in whole units, along with support personnel, to the European and Pacific theaters of war.
The Camp was home of the famous 101 Airborne Division during the Korean Conflict. Camp
Breckinridge has made vital economic and social impacts from its inception in 1941 — local
employment, cultural diversity in a rural and agricultural-dependent area, infrastructure creation,
prominence in military activities, and local landowners (negative and positive).

Military History from 1940-1950 — Union County, Kentucky

Camp Breckinridge was named after John Cabell Breckinridge, one of Kentucky’s outstanding
statesmen of the 19™ century. At 35, he was the youngest man ever to serve as Vice-President of the
United States and who later became famous as a Military Commander in the War Between the States.

The speed with which Camp Breckinridge sprang into existence in 1942 stood as a tribute to Army and
civilian engineers. Plans for the construction of Camp Breckinridge were begun at Washington, DC, in
August 1941. The first construction work was started in February 1942, scarcely three months afier the
U.S. entered the Second World War. Through an around-the-clock work schedule for five-and-one-half
months, all prime contracts had been filled. On July 1, 1942, the camp was activated and the first cadre
men established headquarters in the brick schoolhouse of Boxville, a community taken over by the
government as part of the military reservation. By September 1942, the 98™ Division, which consisted
of 15,000 troops, had moved in and headquarters was relocated in new administrative buildings.

The Camp area consisted of 37,400 acres out of Union, Henderson and Webster Counties and covered
58 square miles in the extreme western part of Kentucky — 12 miles from the Ohio River, three miles
from Morganfield, 24 miles from Henderson and 33 miles from Evansville. This entirely modern Army
camp (1942) was designed for infantry training. The land acquisition for the camp cost $3.1 million
(approximately $86.00 per acre) in 1941. This price compensated the owner for their oil and mineral
rights. Many landowners were promised they could buy back their property for the purchase price if the
government abandoned the Camp. Construction cost of the camp was around $35.5 million. In 1962,
the cost to replace the camp was estimated at $132 million.
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The first of the cream-colored frame structures (approximately 3,500 buildings) constructed included
hospital facilities, barracks, mess halls, warehouses, and office buildings, to be followed by chapels,
service clubs, theaters, recreation halls, and post exchanges. There were 24 post exchanges (general
stores for soldiers), 10 non-denominational chapels, five theaters, three Service Clubs, three guesthouses
and a field house or gymnasium large enough to enable the playing of three basketball games
simultaneously. As any large city, the Camp had a spacious hospital (132 buildings with maximum bed
capacity of 2,635), bakery, laundry, incinerator, cold storage plant, motor repair shops, sewage disposal
plant, five fire stations, all utilities, paved roads and sidewalks, and other facilities. With work
conducted around the clock, it is not an exaggeration to say Camp Breckinridge was a city that never
slept.

Effects of Camp Breckinridge on Local Area

The construction, maintenance and staffing of Camp Breckinridge had a rippling effect through the local
economy. Five local attorneys were retained to research deeds for the condemnation proceedings to
purchase property for the Camp. An estimated 10,000 — 12,000 workers were used to construct the
Camp. Civilian and Army personnel supervised the construction. Struck Construction Company from
Louisville, Kentucky was the general contractor for the project.

Because the Camp constructed and maintained much of the infrastructure, the area benefited from
having new water, sewer, and recreation facilities and updated rail, highway, communication, electrical,
gas, truck, and other transportation services. The telephone service was owned by Southern Bell
Telephone and Telegraph Company and operated by the U.S. Army. Illinois Central Railroad provided
rail service with 6.5 miles of rail on the installation. The Camp built a reservoir and sold raw water to
the City of Morganfield; the City now owns the reservoir and water and sewer facilities. Taxi and bus
services were provided so individuals could travel to Henderson, Evansville, etc. Because of the lack of
base housing, many area residents rented rooms, houses, garages, outbuildings, etc. to wives and
families of the soldiers.

The former USO Club in Morganfield is now the City’s Municipal Building — purchased by the City for
$8,000. A 9-hole golf course was built (later expanded to 18 holes). The Army leased the course in
1953 to the Breckinridge Golf Club for $25 per year. By 1960, the course was jointly maintained by the
Golf Club and the Army. Civilians were hired to work at the Camp in various jobs and had access to the
facilities. Today, the 18-hole course is solely owned and maintained by the Golf Club.
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Out leasing of land for agricultural uses existed from the time of the land acquisition in 1942 until the
Camp’s surplus in 1962. During active use of the Camp, the leases were restricted to small tracts.
During inactive periods, all tillable and grazing land was made available for lease. A number of leases
were paid by mowing grass, preparing firebreaks, etc. for the installation.

The social impact on this largely agricultural community was from the tremendous influx of people from
all over the United States, as well as the German Prisoners of War. In 1940, Union County’s population
was 17,411 — Morganfield 3,057; Sturgis 2,321; Uniontown 1,327; and Waverly 323. Consequently, the
Camp’s capacity of 30,000 troops nearly tripled the population during this time period and ballooned the
daily traffic in and around the county. Some soldiers married local people; some brought their families
to the area to live during their stay at the Camp. Area residents were invited to many of the events at the
Camp clubs and recreational facilities. In return, many residents invited soldiers to their homes.

Soldiers were allowed to travel throughout the local area. The area was exposed to cultural diversity it
would not have experienced had it not been for Camp Breckinridge.

National, State and L.ocal Significance

Many army units, which included the 101%, 98™ 92m 83™ 75™ and 35™ trained at the Camp during
World War II and the Korean War. These units had support battalions attached to them and were
assigned to the Camp. The various units transitioned through from 1942 to 1946. The camp was
reactivated from 1948 to 1949 and again in 1950 to 1954 for the 101** Airborne Division.

The U.S. Army reported Camp Breckinridge as excess property on October 2, 1962; and General
Services Administration received notice on December 5, 1962 to surplus the property. Many former
property owners were disillusioned that the property was put up for public auction and the oil and
mineral rights were not included in the transfer. The City of Morganfield and individuals purchased the
surplus property. A portion of the land was retained by the U.S. Department of Labor to be used for the
Earle C. Clements Job Corps Training Center.

It is estimated that over 500,000 U.S. Army personnel passed through the camp. Two soldiers received
national recognition for their talents in other fields — baseball great Jackie Robinson and U.S. Senator
Robert Dole. Both men were at Camp Breckinridge during 1944. The Camp also housed as many as
3,000 WWII German Prisoners of War. From 1943 to 1945, German Prisoners of War were made to
earn their bread and board and were used to make up for the lack of men available for farm work in the
area. Also, some POWs were retained by the Camp for skilled technical jobs.
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The Non-Commissioned Officers Club serves as a reminder of the impact that Camp Breckinridge had
on Union County from 1940-1950. The building has valuable historical (military and civilian),
economic and tourism significance to the nation, state and county. The Club is part of Union County’s
history that linked this part of Kentucky to worldwide events during World War II and the Korean War.
The letters and artifacts that have been sent to the Club since the completion of the restoration work has
added strength to the county’s conviction that Camp Breckinridge was a historically significant facility
for the area and preserving a major remnant of that era was not only the right thing to do but the proper
way to remember those that served their countries as military personnel and civilians. The current use of
the Officers’ Club demonstrates the strong association the building today has with the entire operation
the Camp represents.

One of the last remaining major and public remnants of this decade (1940-1950) of Union County’s
military history is the Non-Commissioned Officers Club building. The building was sold to an
individual and remained in private ownership until March 1998. The county bought the building to
preserve the murals painted by German POWs, provide an area facility for a museum to display the
county’s military history and house an arts center. Extensive restoration has been done on the building
under guidance of the Kentucky Heritage Council; and preservation work has been done on the murals.
The county has spent over $1.4 million to preserve and protect the facility and murals for future
generations. Because of the local impact and national historical significance of Camp Breckinridge, it is
important to Union County that restoration and preservation of the Club be recognized, and the building
should be listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at a nail in the centerline of the Village Square Road right of way in the line of the Heriges
property and the Western Boundary of a 30 foot access easement (as shown on the plat of record in
Deed Book 232, Page 133); thence along the Western boundary of said 30 foot access easement to the
Northern Boundary in a SW direction a point, corner of Ervin remainder; thence in a SE direction to a
point on the South side of a blacktop road; thence in a SW direction along the inside or South right of
way of said blacktop road in a semi-circular direction SE to the centerline of Village Square Road;
thence following the centerline of Village Square Road in a SE direction to the point of beginning. The
30 foot access road is for the benefit of this property and the Kanipe property.

See attached map for location.

Boundary Justification

The area nominated for registration is large enough to include all historic features of the NCO Club
property. The 3.02 acres includes the street, driveway, parking lot, lawn area, and building created
during construction of the Camp. This acreage and building has been transferred as is from the deed
from the U.S. Government in 1962 to the present owner - Union County, Kentucky, in 1998.
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Union County, Kentucky

Camp Breckinridge Non-Commissioned Officers’ Club

1116 North Village Road

Union County .

Morganfield, Kentucky 42437

Photographers — Judy Weatherholt

1942 Shots - U.S. Army

Location of Negatives — Union County Economic Development Foundation Office
(with exception of negatives for 1A. and 1B. that were returned to the
University of Louisville)

Labels for Photographs

Item 1. — Looking northwest toward the exterior of the Club.

Item 1A. — 1942 northwest view — construction.

Ttem 1B. — 1942 northwest view — near completion.

Item 2. — Looking northeast toward the exterior of the Club.

Item 3. — Looking into the east wing of the Club. Large mural overhead in what is now the museum
section.

Item 4. — Looking at the east side of the large dance hall with wood floor and balcony. Murals painted
on walls.

Item 5, — Looking north into the dance hall toward the fireplaces on the main floor and balcony.

Item 6. — Looking west into the dance hall toward with wood floor and balcony.

Item 7. — Looking into the west wing of the Club. These two murals had been cut from the wall in this
wing by previous owners and/or others. They were returned and are on display in what is now the arts
center section.

Item 8. — Looking along the west wall of the balcony area above the dance hall.

Ttem 9. — Looking at the north end of the balcony with fireplace.

Item 10. — Looking along the east wall of the balcony area above the dance hall.

Item 11. — Looking into the small conference room area above the main entrance (south wall) of the
Club.

Item 12. — Looking at the south end of the large dance hall toward the main entrance to the Club. Large
mural between the staircases leading to the small conference area and U-shaped balcony.
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