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Milton Mine is a surface mine located 4-1/2 miles above the Mexican border in the 
southernmost fringe of the Puerto Blanco Mountains. Today there is an open 
crescent-shaped cut, approximately 300 feet long, that contains some loose azurite 
or copper ore. The cut is about 30 feet deep and shows indications of recent 
activity. Fifty feet from this trench is the dump ramp, platform, and tipple made 
of timbers, all of which facilitated the loading of extracted ore onto trucks. 
Nearby is a concrete leaching vat measuring 14 feet long by 12 feet wide by 2-1/2 
feet deep. This was used to precipitate the copper oxide from the ore by means of 
a mixture of sulphuric acid and water. There is also an explosives locker—a small 
excavated pit lined with timbers used to store dynamite and siiriilar blasting equip­ 
ment. Other excavations in the area comprise a test shaft drilled vertically into 
the ore to find the depth of the principal ore body, and another such shaft that 
was only barely started.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Milton Mine exemplifies a low-budget - form of surface mining that was common in 
the Arizona-Mexico border country early in the twentieth century, The site is of 
local historical significance.

Throughout its existence the Milton Mine has produced gold and copper ore in very 
small quantities. The mine was named after its discoverer, Jefferson Davis Milton, 
who located it while serving as an immigration agent in the border region, Milton 
designated the location the Monadnock Claims when he filed on it in .1911. In 1914 
he and some companions relocated the claims and added some others close by. But 
intensive work was delayed until 1917, when W. F. Schoonmaker, its next claimant, 
extracted ten carloads of copper ore from the site. In 1920 Schoonmaker recorded 
additional claims at the Milton Mine and presumably worked them to some extent.

Activity at the Milton Mine lapsed from the early 1920s to the 1940s. In 1946 the 
site was controlled by the Associated Mining and Milling Company, while the next 
year a man named Paul Gatlin held claims there. Various other parties worked the 
mine and claims in its vicinity through the 1950s and 1960s, and as late as 1966 
the Milton Mine area was claimed by C. A. Withers and Jim Gabouda who renamed it 
the Copper Giant. A giant in production it has never been.

Today Milton Mine is part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. The historic 
values requiring preservation are the surviving structures and the historic scene.
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The southeast corner of the Milton Mine site is located next to two stone monuments 
approximately 90 feet south of the mine access road and 340 feet from the dump ramp 
(tipple). From this point the boundary proceeds in a northerly direction for approxi­ 
mately 500 feet to a stone monument, then in a westerly direction approximately 600 
feet to a low point in the ridge. It then proceeds southerly for approximately 500 
feet, then easterly 650 feet to the southeast corner. Measurements were made with a 
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Ortega benefited most from the mine. Mikul Levy managed only about $30,000 in 
ore during his tenure of oimjership and.interest there, while subsequent claimants 
have realized^iitr"approximately $10,000.^5

Victoria Mine represents the oldest known example of mining activity within 
the national monument and constitutes one of its major historical properties. 
Located about three miles southwest of the visitors center, the site is presently 
inaccessible to the public. The surviving structures at Victoria Mine today 
include the dilapidated rectangular stone building that once was Levy's store, 
probably built around 1900. The roof of the structure is now gone, but it was 
of sheet iron. The building measures roughly 21 feet by 16 feet. Its walls are 
30 inches thick and are made of granite with mud and gravel chinking. Origin­ 
ally the structure stood about 6 feet in height, but 2 more feet were added at 
the front to allow the placement of a flat, sloping roof.20

Other tangible remains at Victoria Mine consist of a rock lean-to shelter, 
the concrete cistern, some railroad ties where once carts operated on a track 
running to a tailings dump, a stone stairway, a few headframe timbers, a concrete 
winch base, and a large shaft hole recently covered by the National Park Ser­ 
vice. There are many prospects scattered throughout the area.20 This evidence 
of its productive past, besides its physical proximity to Puerto Blanco Drive, 
makes Victoria Mine the logical place to describe the mining history of the 
Organ Pipe region. Once present claims are invalidated the site should be 
preserved and the stone building preferably restored as much as possible to its 
original condition. When the road leading to Victoria Mine is improved and 
informative interpretive markers are placed, the site will offer an interesting 
and meaningful diversionary trip for park visitors. Victoria Mine belongs to 
the Second Order of Significance and deserves nomination to the National Register 
of Historic Places.

2. Milton Mine

The Milton Mine is located four miles northwest of the Victoria in the 
south-central part of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument. It is 4-1/2 miles 
above the Mexican boundary. Situated in the southernmost fringe of the Puerto 
Blanco Mountains, the Milton Mine has produced gold and copper ore in very small 
quantities.^ The mine was named after its discoverer, Jefferson Davis Milton, 
who located it prior to 1911 while "hunting Chinks" in the border country.2

18. Appleman and Jones, Victoria Mine, p. 12.

19. Ibid. , pp. 25-26, 27.

20. Ibid., p. 25; Greene, Field Notes.

1. Butler and Lewis, "Mineralization in the Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument," p. 27.

2. Irish, "Place Names of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument." The 
1911 date is based upon claims filed for the site at that time by Milton, W. S. 
(continued)
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A true frontiersman in the strictest sense of the term, Milton was long 
associated with the country now composing the national monument. He was born in 
Florida in 1861 and as a young man served with the Texas Rangers. He later took 
a position with the U.S. Customs Service and was assigned to Arizona where he 
patrolled the Mexican border between Nogales and Yuma. By the late 1880s Milton 
was at Sonoita and Quitobaquito and had become very familiar with the border 
region in that vicinity. Sonoita held particular advantages for Chinese and 
Japanese aliens who sought entry into the United States during this period of 
restricted immigration. Milton, first as a customs officer and later as an 
immigration agent, roamed the desert apprehending these illegal entrants and 
forestalling the efforts of smugglers to get the orientals into the United 
States.^ Milton's knowledge of the borderlands gained him the position of guide 
with the MacDougal Expedition in 1907, and one member of that party left the 
following impression of him:

Mr. Milton is a man of large size, commanding presence, cheer­ 
ful disposition and restless energy. In camp and on the trail 
his good humour is almost constant. . . . Our friend "Jeff" 
is a man of many adventures—with a possibility of more to come. 
As express messenger in a country of train robbers, and in 
other capacities also, he has seen some stirring times. In a 
famous battle with train-robbers who attempted to clean out a 
Wells-Fargo Express car that was being guarded by Mr. Milton, 
he received a 45-calibre rifle ball diagonally through his 
left arm, which cut out a three-inch section from the middle 
of the humerus, forever. That arm is of course distinctly 
shorter than its mate, and although in active service, its 
strength has been seriously impaired.^

Milton was a well-known figure in the area now embraced by the monument until 
1932 when he retired to Tucson. He died there in 1947.^

~~'~ "Milton pr6sjfe'cted^Flra"rr6us "pTaces"tRaf "He tnought' might narbo^r "poteiftikT'"~ 
wealth. He located several claims in Mexico, some of which later proved suc­ 
cessful for others. It was therefore natural for him to file a claim in 1911 
on the prospective site he discovered north of the international line. With his

2. (Continued) Sturgis, and George Webb. Roy E. Appleman and Russell 
Jones, The Milton Mine. Historic Structures Report Parts I and II. Organ Pipe 
Cactus National Monument, Arizona (Washington: National Park Service Office of 
Archeology and Historic Preservation, 1969), p. 14. Wilton E. Hoy established 
1904 as the approximate time of discovery. "Early Period," p. 63.

3. Appleman and Jones, Milton Mine, pp. 15-16, 18-19, 20; Hoy, "Early 
Period," p; 60.

4. Hornaday, Camp-Fires on Desert and Lava, p. 99. For Milton's biography, 
see Haley, Jeff Milton. •

5.. Appleman and Jones, Milton Mine, pp. 15, 22.
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companions, Milton designated the location the Monadnock Claims.^ In 1914 
Milton, Sturgis, and Webb relocated the claims and added two others, calling 
them Cimerone Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.? Work on these was delayed until 1917 
when Mr. W. F. Schoonmaker, who had taken over the claims, extracted ten car­ 
loads of copper ore that was hauled to Ajo and shipped to Douglas, Arizona, for 
smelting. 8 In 1920 Schoonmaker recorded additional claims at the site and 
presumably worked them to some extent.

Activity at the mine seems to have lapsed from the early 1920s to the 
1940s. In 1946 it was under control of the associated Mining and Milling Com­ 
pany, while in the following year an individual named Paul Gatlin held claims on 
the old Milton site.20 But production from the mine remained minimal. In 1953 
and 1954 Charles Anderson worked the area and evidently extracted some ore, but 
the amount is unknown. The next substantive operation occurred in 1960 when 
three men--Henry Jarvis, Jack Worsham, and Samuel Hocker--tried to remove the 
loose ore from the area, without realizing much financial success.H These men 
attempted to erect a small house near the mine but were thwarted by National 
Park Service refusal to permit the development. They did build a concrete 
leaching tank at the site.22 Despite the largely negative results achieved at 
the Milton Mine, the site drew continued attention. As late as 1966 the mine 
was claimed by C. A. Withers and Jim Gobouda who renamed it, along with their 
adjacent claims, the Copper Giant. 13 A giant in production it has yet to be.

Milton Mine today possesses some material evidence of its past, The site 
is a surface mine and there is an open cut approximately 300 feet long in a 
crescent shape that contains some loose azurite copper ore. The cut is about 30 
feet deep and shows indications of recent activity. Fifty feet from the trench

6. Ibid. , pp. 5, 18. The "Index to Mining Record. Name of Mine." 
indicates that claims were recorded in 1911 for Monadnock Nos. 1, 6, and 7. 
Office of Pima County Recorder, Tucson. Vol. 6.

7. Appleman and Jones, Milton Mine, p. 6; "Index to Mining Record. Name 
of Mine." Office of Pima County Recorder, Tucson. Vol. 6. These claims were 
apparently relocated and augmented by others, for the "Index to Mining Record/ 1 
Vol. 8, shows claims filed for "Cimarron Nos. 1-23" in 1920. Although the 
spelling varies, it seems that these claims were all concentrated at the Milton 
site.

8. Appleman and Jones, Milton Mine, pp. 6-7.

9. Ibid., pp. 8-9.

10. Ibid. , pp. 9-10.

11. Ibid., pp. 10-12.

12. Ibid., pp. 12-13; Hoy, "Administrative," p. 128.

13. Appleman and Jones, Milton Mine, p. 13.

	110



are the dump ramp, platform, and tipple made of timbers, which facilitated the 
loading of extracted ore onto trucks for transport to Ajo. The tipple is built 
of rough lumber of variable dimensions. Nearby is a concrete leaching vat 
measuring 14 feet long by 12 feet wide by 2-1/2 feet deep. This was used to 
precipitate the copper oxide from the ore by means of a mixture of sulphuric 
acid and water. There is also an explosives locker, a small excavated pit lined 
with timbers used to store dynamite and similar blasting equipment. Other 
excavations in the area comprise a test shaft drilled vertically into the ore to 
find the depth of the principal ore body, and another such shaft that was only 
barely started. 14

The overall significance of Milton Mine is difficult to assess. It never 
produced much and its history was never as far-reaching as that of the Victoria 
Mine. Indeed, the evidence suggests that the site was never officially called 
the Milton Mine; rather, it went by a number of names dependent on the caprice 
of the particular owner at a given time. Moreover, the site was never very 
active--the chief periods of interest in the location occurred sporadically from 
1917 into the 1960s—and it appears probable that Milton himself never worked 
the site intensively. Because of its local impact and its exemplification of 
this low-budget form of surface imining the Milton Mine should be nominated to 
the National Register of Historic Places under the Third Order of Significance. 
However, its restricted accessibility, owing to current private claims, and its 
tenuous human and historical associations recommend against an active, on-site 
interpretive effort. The story of the Milton Mine and of surface mining should 
be told, but this might be accomplished away from the site.

3. Growler Mine and Mining District

Growler Mine represents one of the most intensely worked copper areas 
within the national monument. Located west of Growler Pass and Bates Wall, in 
the southern extremity of the Growler Mountains, this mine was named by Frederick 
Wall for his friend John Growler sometime in the late 1880s. Wall was a well- 
known prospector and had frequented the area of southern Arizona since at least 
1874. Virtually nothing is known about John Growler for whom the mine, pass, 
and mountains are named. Archeological findings indicate that the Growler area 
has been intermittently inhabited for centuries by Indians from prehistoric 
times through the present Papago occupation.2 Copper deposits at the mine site 
have primarily been located in the sedimentary limestone rock rather than in the 
underlying granite.2

14. Ibid., pp. 1, 22-23, 24, 25, 27.

1. Bryan, The Papago Country, p. 418. Baraes, Arizona Place Names, 
p. 193; Irish, "Place Names of Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument"; Bernard L, 
Fontana, "Archaelogical Survey of the Cabeza Prieta Game Range, Arizona" (un­ 
published manuscript dated 1965 in the Arizona Archeological Center library, 
Tucson), p. 80,

2. Butler and Lewis, "Mineralization in the Organ Pipe Cactus National 
Monument," p. 29.
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