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Town F a l l River, Mass. 

Name of area (-if any) Mechanics Mill 

1082 Davol street 

General date or period 1868-1889 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties within i t . 
Ntjmber each property for which individual inventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. (Attach a 
separate sheet i f space here is not sufficient) 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). .. 
The 1868 Mechanics M i l l i s located i n the northern section of the c i t y on a 5.5-acre  
s t r i p of land between In t e r s t a t e 79 and the Taunton River. The single b r i c k m i l l  
w ith rear e l l s i s the e a r l i e s t i n F a l l River t o be b u i l t w ith a f l a t roof and also  
stands out because of i t s prominent s i t i n g , monumental design q u a l i t y and center  
tower, and uni t y of style and materials. The m i l l measures 392' X 92' and was  
constructed of Taunton bri c k with granite t r i m . Brick transported by r a i l or water  
was more economical fo r northern m i l l s than granite hauled over several miles from  
l o c a l quarries. Credit f o r the design has been given to D. Hartwell Dyer because  
he was a well-known l o c a l m i l l designer and served as the treasurer of the Mechanics  
M i l l , T r a d i t i o n a l l y , the rough plans and drawings for a new m i l l were often prepared  
by the treasurer, who then consulted a builder. Among the o r i g i n a l organizers of  
the Mechanics M i l l were three other men also associated with l o c a l m i l l design—  
Stephen Davol, Lazarus Borden and Thomas J. Borden—any one of whom could also  
have been responsible. Original engravings show a handsome, 5-story, f l a t - r o o f e d  
structure c l e a r l y influenced by the French Second Empire style popular (Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected coramunity; be specific). . . . 
The Mechanics M i l l of 1868 i s h i s t o r i c a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t as the f i r s t t o be constructed 
i n the northern section of the c i t y and the f i r s t t o take water from a source—in 
t h i s case a w e l l — o t h e r than a r i v e r or stream. Because the northern area had been 
completely r u r a l and was located some distance from the rest of the c i t y , the m i l l 
had to be s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . The m i l l s i t e included 126 tenements, a m i l l store, some 
transportation via the Old Colony and Newport Railroad, and a wharf to handle ship­
ments of raw cotton, c l o t h and coal. The v i l l a g e which formed around the m i l l came 
to be known as Mechanicsville. Mechanics M i l l was constructed during the so-called 
"expansion period" of p o s t - C i v i l War m i l l development. The l i s t of organizers 
represented the leading businessmen and i n d u s t r i a l i s t s of the day, including Thomas J. 
Borden, the f i r s t president, and D. Hartwell Dyer, f i r s t treasurer. The c a p i t a l 
stock of $750,000 was d i s t r i b u t e d among 328 shareholders, most i n small holdings of 
up t o $2,500. For t h i s reason, the company was noted i n early h i s t o r i e s as one of 
the f i r s t t o a t t r a c t funds from a large number of persons of moderate means. I n 
1870 the m i l l had a capacity of 53,712 spindles and 1,248 looms, a number which 
increased t o a peak of about 65,000 spindles and 1,580 looms at the turn of the . 
century. The p r i n t c l o t h was sold d i r e c t l y and also through agents of Coffin , 
Altemus and Co. The company was the f i r s t i n the country t o provide slashers f o r 
dressing warps, an innovation which greatly reduced costso Mechanics M i l l continued 
i n business u n t i l 1926, when the property was purchased by the Weetamoe M i l l , which 
used i t f o r only a few years. Subsequently, the build i n g has been used fo r a foundry 
and machinery company as w e l l as f o r t e x t i l e production. 
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IÎ VENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Form No: 
F a l l River, Mass. s-22-7 

Property Name: Mechanics M i l l 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn \^ich is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continuation) ?V • . • - C ...'i 

during the C i v i l War period. The dominant feature i s a 6-level octagonal center 
s t a i r tower with a granite bracketed cornice and open b e l f r y terminating i n a 
polygonal mansard cap. The high convex mansard was repeated on the center entrance 
p a v i l l i o n of a two-story f r o n t o f f i c e b u i l d i n g which has unfortunately been demolished. 
The tower roof and o r i g i n a l bracketed wooden cornice have also been removed. The 
property presently consists of the m i l l , picker house (1868), b o i l e r house (1868), 
e l l (c.1873), and a modern addition. ' 

Distinctive for i t s proninent siting, monumental design quality, center tower 
and unity of style and materials, the 1868 Mechanics M i l l contplex is also 
historically significant as the f i r s t to be constructed i n the northern 
section of the city and the first to take water frcm a source other than y 
a river or a stream; as such i t meets Criteria A and C of the National ? • • * -: 
Register of Historic Places. ^ . , • 
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United Sta tes Department of the Interior 
National Park Service • y y • 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 
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51 . Kennedy Park 
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M T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S EYALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 
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Bristol County 
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1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. B e p r e s e n t a t l o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t l o n 
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8. S ign i f i cance 
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summary paragraph 
completeness 
clari ty 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 
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relating significance to 

the resource , ' 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l P a t a 
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Quadrangts notno , i 

UMIT Refscencoo 

Vwkal kmimt*mry *mmmrî timm mm* iustHteatian 

11. Form Prepared By 
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13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be cont inued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

AAA* ' for this property 
1. 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279 


