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ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, gen
and architecturally significant structures). ..

The 1868 Mechanics Mill i slocated i nthenorthern section of thecity on a 5.5-acre
strip of land between Interstate 79 and t he Taunton River. The single brick mill
with rear ells i stheearliest inFall River tobe built with aflat roof and also
stands out because of it spromnent siting, nonunmental design quality and center
tower, and unity of style and materials. The mill neasures 392' X 92' and was
constructed of Taunton brick with granite trim  Brick transported by rail or water
was nore economcal for northern mills than granite hauled over several mles from
local quarries. Credit for thedesign has been given t oD Hartwell Dyer because

he was a well-known [ocal mill designer and served as thetreasurer of t heMechanics
Mill, Traditionally, therough plans and drawings for a newmill were often prepared
by thetreasurer, who then consulted a builder. Anong theoriginal organizers of
the Mechanics Mill were three other men also associated with local mill design—

St ephen Davol, Lazarus Borden and Thomas J. Borden—any one of whomcould also

have been responsible. Original engravings show a handsorme, 5-story, flat-roofed
structure clearly influenced by t heFrench Second Enpire style popular (Continued)

HSIGRCL SANHCWNE of area. (Explain devel opnent of area, what caused it
and howit affected coranunity; be specific).

The Mechanics Mill of 1868 i shistorically significant as thefirst t obe constructed
in thenorthern section of thecity andthefirst totake water from a source—in
this case a well —other than ariver or stream Because thenorthern area had been
completely rural and was |ocated some distance from t herest of thecity, themill

had t obe self-sufficient. The mill site included 126 tenements, amill store, some
transportation via t hed d Col ony and Newport Railroad, and a wharf t ohandle ship-
ments of rawcotton, cloth and coal. The village which formed around themill cane
to be known as Mechanicsville. Mechanics Mill was constructed during theso-called
"expansion period" of post-Civil Vér mill development. The Iist of organizers
represented theleading businessmen and industrialists of theday, including Thomas J.
Borden, thefirst president, and D Hartwell Dyer, first treasurer. The capital

stock of $750,000 was distributed anong 328 shareholders, most i nsmall holdings of
up t o $2,500. For this reason, theconpany was noted i nearly histories as one of
the first toattract funds from a |arge nunber of persons of noderate nmeans. | n
1870 themill had a capacity of 53,712 spindles and 1,248 | ooms, a nunber which
increased t oa peak of about 65,000 spindles and 1,580 loons at theturn of t he.
century. The print cloth was sold directly and also through agents of Coffin,

Altemus and Co. The conpany was thefirst i nthecountry toprovide slashers for
dressing warps, an innovation which greatly reduced costso Mechanics Mill continued
in business until 1926, when t heproperty was purchased by t heVWetanoe Mill, which

used i t for only a fewyears. Subsequently, thebuilding has been used for a foundry
and machinery conpany as well as for textile production.
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE ( Continuation) R e . . - C..."i

during theCivil War period. The domi nant feature i sa 6-level octagonal center

stair tower with a granite bracketed cornice andopen belfry termnatingi n a

pol ygonal mansard cap. The high convex mansard was repeated on thecenter entrance
pavillion of a two-story front office building which has unfortunately been denolished.
The tower roof andoriginal bracketed wooden cornice have also been removed. The
property presently consists of themill, picker house (1868), boiler house (1868),
ell (c.1873), and a nodern addition. '
Distinctive for its proninent sitin%, monunent al design quality, center tower

and unity of style andmaterials, the 1868 Mechanics Mi || contplex i s al so
historically significant asthefirst tobeconstructed i n thenorthern

section of thecity andthefirst totake water frcma source ot her than
ariver or astream assuchi tneets Criteria A and Cof theNational ? ee ¥
Regi ster of Historic Places. N .

N\ _'_y o - " ! * . o' y o_"y - "o 'ede’ y_'oo__-_'c'_yMtyy .

Staple to Inventory form at bottcm

T A h Mee Iy.--i/"’-.”."'-"..y:



m

NPS Fom ia-900-t OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service ey y e

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number Page ~

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Fall River Multiple Resource Area

State MA
Mr>mir.ofion/Type of Review Date/Signature
51.  Kennedy Park .mMBA"BXmAW" A:Kegpar ~"/fe [ L™NIN][N]
“'s  Attest
Substantive  Eeview Determined Eligim- - -
52.  Kerr Thread Mill Keeper Z/U/fn ftkh AN
....... /OWNER OBJECTION -rA-A
Attest
53 King Philip Mills EnfereSfn fEs  yneper — AAM Yyt-yMAAAYAN AN
| :  National Eegister "f "M
r Attest
54. Laurel Lake Mills N A Keepern/\//\) u(k/\Ai/\iﬂ/\t
D::/O0OWNER OBJECTION
Attest

55. Lindsey, William, House StionL”"BaSter /"*"per A<,A5

Attest

o Snf er© Tij tl»
5. Massasoit Fire House #5 National Beglster yijCgeper AAi-~[0(icZ-i-" - >0

Attest

[57.  Mechanics M| Ji Hatlonal Beglater jtTeeper A'Ary YUA"--N--- Ny AN
' Attest et

. InfereS3n .
58.  Narragansett Mills Hat | onal Begl ster jAfgeper yc/[-N yfy-cMA YA A
Enterefl In tli« Attest

5.  North Burial Gound
Attest

60. North Christian Congregational yper  "«./f3 LAIA-N'<-'3y2n

Church Sntsrefl In tie
latlonal Eaglster Attest



MTIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EYALUATION / RETURN SHEET

latlemi  9ttk i

Mechanics Mill fFall River MRA)

Bristol County

MASSACHUSETTS . [~
Working  MvA  AAAAfJ- AyY>'

Action: ~Ir"CEPT ANNAN
1 rosubmission Kntered in the RETURN
nominstion by porson or locsi govornmant National Re;rist53i_ REJECT :
ownsr ObJoction Fsdsrai Agsncy:
appsai
Substantivs Rsvisw: ...sampis rsqusst appsai NR dscision

Roviowor's commsnts:

Rscom./Critsria
Rsviswsr
Disciplins.
Dats A
oootlnuation shsst

Nomination roturnod for: tschnical corrsctions citsd bslow
_substantivs rsssons discussad bolow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Bepresentatlon in Existing Surveys

7. Pescriptlon

summsry psrsgrsph
complstsnsss

cisrity
sitsrstions/intsgrity
dstss

boundsry sslsction



8. Significance

Pmwim* AfMS ml Wwmmemntm  ettmmk mm* justify kmlmm

@»cWIc *mmm UtiU*tr AnhUamt

il mil darmmrmmm {im neme prmmmsH

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity

applicable criteria
justification of areas

checked , %
relating significance to
the resource ,
context
relationship of integrity
to significance
justification of exception
other
9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

| of nofninatod property .
Quadrangts notno , i
UMIT Refscencoo

Vwkal kmimt*mry *mmmriimm mt* iustHteatian

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

T>Mtvaluaud ilgnmcanc* ot this proparty wtttiin ttw stat* Is:

nallonal _ stat* local

Mata Hlatorlc Praaarvatlon Otficar aignatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

this

Certification

Questions concerning

Signed

nomination may be directed to

Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

o,V

202

272 -3504





















£y
y . it"W

Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
AAA* ' for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000279



