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MSSAHEETTS H STAR AL G ON
80 BOASTON STREET
BBION M 02116
Townn North Adans NRA
Address @ Bom Sreet

Hi storic Nane Johnson Manuf act uri ng Gonpany

Photo {3"x3" or 3'x5", black and

white) Indicate address of be:  Present light, industry
gtroperty on back of photo. o .
aple toleft side of form Oiginal mll
CESCR PTTON

Date 1872 (main section), ca. 1872-1876,
ca. 1888, ca. 1908, ca. 1930 (additions)
Source Insurance naps, conpany records

Style Italianate Industrial

_ _ Architect  Uhknown
Sketch My Drawnap show ng property's |ocation

in relationtonearest cross streetsand or Exterior V| Fabric Brick

eographical features. |Indicate all buildings L .

between inventoried property and nearest Qutbui I dings Brown Street office (ca. 1880)
intersection(s). .

I ndi cate north see attached sketch nap. Appendix A

Major Alterations (with dates) additionsto
building ca. 1872-1876, 1888, 1908, 1930;
upper section of tower renoved, md20thc.

Condi tion Excel | ent

Mved N Date MA
Acreage 4.6 acres

Setting Them!l conplex is situated on th(
south side of the Hbosac R ver. Across the
river tothe north are tenenent houses.
the south side of the mll are railroad
trarks nnan pnhanknpnt, and Hillside

Cenet ery.
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NATI ML REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

The Johnson Manufacturing Gonpany retains integrity of setting, design, location, mterials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling, and associationwith the height of North Adans’ industrial past. A
vvell-\oreserved exanpl e of late 19th century industrial architecture and a central

textile manufacturer in North Adans, Johnson Manufacturing Gonpany thus fulfills Criteria

A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL S GN A CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the community.

This mll conplex, begun in 1872, is architecturallyintact with the exception (see sketch

. A), of aclock tower inthe central section, renoved inthe md 20th century. The
earliest part of the mll (1872) four small ca. 1872-1876 additions, and three turn-of-the-
century wngs (D retain decorative detailing coomon to Italianate-style, post Civil Vi
industrial architecture: segnental-arch w ndows (which contain original sash), corbelled
brick cornice, and | ow pitched gable roof.

The conpl ex al so includes the ori ?i nal office building, a 1*-story freestandingstructure
located inthe mddle of the conplex, facing Brown Street. This ca. 1830 structure was

A ' t (conti nued)

HSTQRCAL SANHCANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hov the
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.

The Johnson Manufacturing C was formed in 1850 by Sylvander Johnson, Nathaniel G Hat hanay,
Gorge W Bly, and Peter Blackinton. They bought a print mll on the site and operatedi t

as awarpmll. [In 1871, unsurpassed Erofit margins in Eri nt cloth caused an expansion inthe
Nw England cotton textiles industry that dwarfed any other period. Johnson closed down his
profitabl e-wool en manufacturing operations el sewhere, rebuilt the cottonmll after a fire

In that year, fitted it for ginghans, and introduced early nass production nethods, with
entry of raw materials at one end and exit of finished products at the other.

Lpon Syl vander Johnson's death in 1882, his son and treasurer, W S Johnson, becane president
and treasurer, then vas bou<i Mut and succeeded by Duncan D Parmy on Nw York. They

bui I't and incorporatedin 1892 the adjoining Dunbar m |l for fancy dress goods. In that year,
400 hands operated spindles and 486 loons inthe entire plant.

Production was swtched fromcotton print cloth to wool en worsteds wen the plan was sold

b)é its then-owner, Charles M Hbough of NY, to the Hosac Vrsted (bnp)ar%e| n 1912. Technically,
the worsted process vas simlar to cotton nmanufacture and the average nuniber of enﬁl oyees per
plant was simlar inthe tw lines of textiles. But the denand for worsted cloth had clinbed

In the decades since 1890 far nore rapidly than demand for print cloth or ordinary wool ens.
Massachusetts |ost nuch of its share of the nation's

(conti nued)

B B GE3AHY and/ or REFHRENGES '

History of Berkshire County, Mass., F W Beers, NY, 1885

I nsurance Myps of North Adans, Sanborn Insurance (onpany, Pel ham NY., 188, 1908, 1914, 1929.
Qounty Atlas of Berkshire County, Mass., F W Beers, NY, 1876.

Atlas of the Towns of Adans, North Adans, & Wllianstown, D L, Mller, NY, 18%

North Adans and Vicinity, HG Rowe, North Adans, Lb'jd.
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I NVENTCRY FCORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Conniunity: Fam No:

NASSACHEETTS H STCR CAL GOMMSSI ON North: Adams 259%
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name: Johnson Manufacturing
| — c} mvAnY

I ndicate each itemon inventory formvdiich i sbeing continued bel ow.
ARCH TECTURAL S G\ H GANCE (GONTTNLATI ON \Y *

designed by Mircus Fayette Oeriln%s, aTroy, NewYork, architect who was responsi bl e '
for nany inportant buildings of the sane period i nNorth Adans. The ornate dornmer over
the nain entryway , its gable peak adorned with punchwork vergeboard and its tripartite wndc
franed by a bul | se?/e patterni sespecially noteworthy. Sandstone beltcourses define the
bui l dings watertable and first story and enbellish the chinney. The roof i s hipped, with
deeply overhanging bracketed eaves.

HI STORI CAL S| GNI FI CANCE ( CONTI NUATI ON) ' '

print cloth production, the percentage dropping from 64%i n 1890 t 0 47%i n 1910, while

gonfgigble frgures for Southern production clinbed from 2. 4%t o 36%0f t he national total
y :

The plant remained of noderate size. 1n1913, it enploy 250, larger than two thirds of

the plants i nthe country, but bel ow t he Massachusetts average for worsted plants,

which peaked before WA at approxi mately 550 hands. The ml| was bought by the

Arlington MIls in 1919, andwas used t oproduce serges fromworsted yarn on 144 plain

and 92 dobby |oons. 285 enployees in 1921 nade this mll small conpared to others

bel ongi n? toArlington Mlls, which conbined standarized and high quality goods, but e "

conparabl e to nany factories of noderate size whose success depended upon car ef ul
qual ity control. - .

)

The plant was sold to Sprague Specialities . in 1937 and then to Sprague Electric M. gp
Decener 28, 1957; it continues tobe usedfor Iight industrial iiirposes. .

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL AMMSS ON Adans i
(fice of the Secretary, Boston horth s

Property Nane: Johnson Manufacturing o

Indicate each itemon inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow

Verbal Boundary Justification - o o -

The bounds of the Johnson Manuf act uring includes al ot of 4.6 acres. Specifically,

Deed 254, Noventer 24, 1911, describes the boundaries as follows: easterly by Bown

Street 580.89 feet;southerly by Fitchburg Railroad 70.32 feet; westerly %/85

the sane 29. 39 feet: southerI%/ by sane railroad land 813.90 feet; southwesterly .77 feet;

westerly 278.65 feet; and northly by Rver Street 1740.02 feet.

See attached sketch map, Appendi x A -y
ft L1

. fy

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



I NVENTARY  FORM GONTT NUATI OGN SHEET Gonmuini ty: For mNb:

MASSACHUSEETTS HISTORICAL OMISSION North Adans NRA X01s
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Johnson Manufact uring

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued beow.

APPENDIX A N i

Sketch Map,

Johnson Manufacturing
Company

(not drawn to scale)

moowm > ﬁ

ca..l872

ca.
ca.
ca.
ca.

1872-1876
1890-1908

*yf.y.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Form 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018
CM2) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet [tem number Page " -J-

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name North Adams MRA
State Bershire County. MASSACHUSETTS

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
11. Hathaway Tenement |, _ -"Veeper AAPAMNNNNNNNGA
Ifatlonal Register
Attest AT
12. Johnson School Entered in tJi« Meper ( SAG-A>-... - [MA]
iJatlonal Rsgleter
: . Attest
13. Johnson Manufacturing i ANNN NTFTN|]AN]N A
Compary Entarl i i «e TNANN
Hationai lii*"I"WB Attest
14. Norad Mill Ent_ered in t.he
National Register Attest
15. Sherman, WlliamB., Entered in tla t~A~per CAMNAAMAN A AN,
Farm National Begieter “gg®
16. Sykes House fKeeper r ZNVN-ANNA AN
jhiitared la
National Register Attest
17. Wells House
Sintered in the
National Begister Attest '
18. phelps House Keeper
Attest
19. Keeper
Attest
20 K@aﬂ [

Attest

AN-AfS
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WASO Form -177
("R" Junt 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Johnson Manufacturing Company (North Adams

MRA)
Bershire County
MASSACHUSETTS

CZl resubmission

¢ nomination by person or local government
im owner objection *

O appea

Substantive Review: e sample e request

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date;
Date Due: I7/J"Jy

. Action: Liili"CCEPT.
Bntered In tac RETURN
national Reglst«B REECT.

Federal Agency:

.technical corrections cited below

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquitltion
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O vyes

7. Description

Condition

excellent C2) deteriorated
O good [Z] ruint
o fair nn unexposed

O appea O NR decision
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet
Stitut Pretent Use
AcoMsible
* no
Check one Cheek one
unaltered « original site
altered moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CZl summary paragraph
[Zl completeness

e clarity .. -

e alterations/integrity
LD dates

[+ boundary selection Yoo N Leeyiin ,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Checl< and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CD completeness

CZ clarity A,
ED applicable criteria A
CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource

CZ context tgia
[+ relationship of integrity to significance e 2 i
CZ justification of exception

e other .

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certificatiofi
The evaluated significance of this property within the state

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
CZ Photographs
e Other -

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to.

Signed

££.0;.-,-l.-.:E!n .

A=A

is:

Hi::

Date

"k

”

Phone:

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet

LJy.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name Multiple Property Reference Number
Name

County, State
Johnson Manufacturing Company North Adams MRA 85003418

Berkshire County, IVlassachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
Photographs

X  USGS Map



