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Photo number Original stores and office;;
DESCR PT1 QN
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Show property's location in relation Style >20thC. Conmercial / Got hi c Revival de-
t o nearest cross strppt=anA™ tail
e Architect Samuel M Qeen
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Major alterations (with dates)
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Approx. acreage acre or |ess
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ARCH TECTURAL ST QN FI CANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within comunity.)

The Stearns Building is arather early exanple (1912) of Gothic Revival motifs adapted
to steel and concrete office buildings. The lower stories present afairly restrained
design, with decoration limted to pilaster capitals between shcpfront and col umettes
bet ween second-story paired windows. |t is not until the cornice line that

exuberance of Gothic detailing is fully expressed inan"array of squat |ancet-arched
reliefs, tracery corner parapets and small turrets between the bays. This is Spring-
field s only exanple of anearly twentieth century office tower with historically
Gothic RevivalL detail., Alterations have been mniml, including reconstruction- or '

(Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and howthe building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.)

The Stearns Building possesses integrity of location, design, setting, mterials and

wor kmanshi p.  Constructed in 1912it represents the rapid expansion of Springfield' s J.
downtown and the introduction of taller officebuildings during that period. It is
the downtown's best exanpl e of Neo-Cothic design and survives nearly intact. |t

meets criteria A& Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

This building is anodern steel arid stone structure of six stories which incorporated

the unusual feature of concrete floors. Thefirst floor acconodated seven stores

with offices onthe upper floors. Samuel M Geen & . the engineers and architects

for the building Laid out the sixth floor especially for their offices. The Qeen
conpany was involved in nany varied architectural andengineering projects all over

the world andat the time of the erection.of this building they were "the [argest L
firmin this line of business in New England outside of BostonC)

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFEFREINES (nane of publication, author, date, and publisher)

Bui I ding Department, Building Permts.
" (1) Western New Engl and, August 1913, p. 367
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1. Kame
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3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
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7. Description
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clarity
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aee continuation sheet
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
compieteness
Clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checiced

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

/"O. Oeographical Data
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Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to
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