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The original ranch building, which is the central portion of
the existing structure, consists of two adobe-walled rooms dat-
ing from approximately 1860.

Ad301n1ng rooms of brick construction are accurately dated from|
1873. The southwest wing of the ranch headquarters, built of
stone, dates from 1914 when it was added to the existing house
under the direction of C. M. O' Donel, manager of the company
that owned the ranch.

At the present time, the big ranch house, a wide, shallow U-
shaped structure facing southeast, sits in a grove of giant cot-
tonwoods. It is 204 feet wide and 76 feet deep, and is fronted
by a steep-roofed portal openlng anto a spacious lawn. Even
though the building period stretches from the 1860's to 1914, the
composite result, some twenty-five rooms, is well integrated and
visually pleasing. ‘
Beyond the grounds and driveway stand buildings housing the
post office, the office of the ranch manager, the commissary, the
mess hall and kitchen, as well as other typical ranch‘operatlons.
The barns and corrals are to the northeast of the headquarters.
Tasteless efforts at architectural modernization have been
avoided, and the warm earth yellows and reds employed throughout
the complex draw the various units into a harmonious whole,around
which there is an air of gracious age. The integrity of each
functional unit has been maintained, and the immaculate condition
of both buildings and equipment reflects the care of the family
who manage the ranch.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The orlg;nal Bell Ranch, which comprlsed 719,000 acres, was
made up of the Pablo Montoya Grant, dating from 1824, the over-
lapping Baca Location No. 2, and other smaller properties. The
Montoya heirs sold their interest in the grant in 1869 to Wilson
Waddingham, an Englishman who had been involved earlier as an
agent in the purchase of the Maxwell Land Grant. In 1870, wWad-
dingham added Baca Location No. 2 to his holdings, and subse-
quently purchased other small properties in the area. In March,
1875 waddingham recorded the Bell brand, which is based on a
natural landmark in San Miguel County, a small hlll called La
Campafia in Spanish. '

In the 1880's and 90's, Waddingham ran into financial diffi-
culties, and in 1898-99 his backers Day and Stoddard took over
the property, bought out the remaining settlers in the area,and
brought the total acreage to 719,000. They operated as the Red
River Valley Company. The first reduction in the size of the
ranch occurred in 1917-18, when the Atarque country and a six-
mile strip off the north end of the Pablo Montoya Grant were
sold to the Trigg Brothers.

In 1944, the Bell Ranch comprised 453,000 acres. Two years
later stock in the Red River Valley Company was purchased by
Albert Mitchell, Harry Leonard, and Ed Springer, who divided

the ranch into six smaller units. Today "the Bell" spreads over
an area of 130 855 acres in the heart of the old Pablo Montoya
Grant.

The Bell Ranch and its headquarters are important historically
and architecturally. Pablo Montoya, the recipient of the
£56,000~acre grant which was the major property concerned, was
plcalde of Santa Fe in 1824 when the grant was made by the Mex-
ican govexnment Baca Location No. 2 was one of five properties
granted to the heirs of ILuis Maria Baca on June 21, 1860 by Act
bf Congress. These locations were granted in lieu of lands
clalmed by the heirs which had been confirmed by Congress to the
tfown of Las Vegas, amounting to 496, 447 acres. Iuis Maria Baca
bf Peha Blanca was a rancher and prominent citizen of the area.

His name and those of his heirs appear frequently in the records
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8. Significance (continued)

of the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

One of the best known of the great cattle empires, the Bell
Ranch was the last to be broken up. Today the ranch which still
bears the name is noted for the improvement of its stock by sci-
entific breeding. Employees and former employees of the Red
River Valley Company gather annually in July for a reunion.

9. (continued)
The Clarendon Press, 1963

Ellis, Martha D., Bell Ranch Sketches, Clarendon, Texas, The
Clarendon Press, 1964

, Bell Ranch Recollections, Clarendon, Texas, The
Clarendon Press, 1965 '

Spanish Archives of New Mexico, September 3-13, 1808, State
Records Center, Santa Fe

Spanish Land Grants, Abstracts of Titles, State Records Center,
Santa Fe
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