Kan. Cong. Dist. I;Io. 5 ‘ ‘ /ﬁ/’@é 7&67/ T

Joe Skubitz
Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR- ) STATE: .
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Kansas
- COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES , Cowley
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM ; i FOR NPS USE ONLY
. : ENTRY NUMBER T DATE
(Type all entri¢s — complete applicable sections)

J} Chesbro Ranch
AND/OR HISTORIC: \ :
Winfield  on.Us—#7+=1" 5"*m3:1*es””é§“§f““““ HTTE sb‘ﬁ' 5
CITY OR TOWN: Lﬁ;le._smtheast*_m&esweastw e
W:Lnfleld v101n1tv ‘
STATE CODE |COUNTY: i o cope
CATEGORY X : ) ’ ACCESSIBLE
(V] OWNERSHIP . : STATUS : -
(Check One) o TO THE PUBLIC
] District Building [0 Public " 1 Public Acquisition: .. | Occupied Yes:
= [} Site [ Structure |XI Private = | O Irj Process D Unoccupued XX Restricted
— . O] Object o Both . ] Being ‘Coh"sidAered‘ D Preservation work [ Unrestricted
| o : ' : ' ’ in progress D No
- Q PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
> [X Agricultural (] 'Government [ Park o {1 Transporfation (] Comments
oz .. .| [0 Commercial - [ Industrial - . I {X Private Residence *". '] Other (Spe&;ify) ‘
- | [0 Educational - [ Military -[0 Religious _ . -
PN [C] Entertainment - [J Museum : [ Scientific ’ -
=z
. ‘ ‘ 3
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Chesbro: A
]  |STREET AND NUMBER: R ) = m
. 0]
Lt . , Rural Route 3 o
w CITY OR TOWN: ' o STATE: ) CODE
Winfield
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: o 0
‘ . : o,
» Register of Deeds 2 ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: . ; = -
. ; A o X
; Cowley County Courthouse <
CITY OR TOWN: , . STATE k CODE
Winfield R Kansas 67156 L 20
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
" NONE - : v : «‘ =1
DATE OF SURVEY: - = C “ [] Federal [ State [} County . [ Local ; 2
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: s . o : g -4
. _ - ald
e
STREET AND NUMBER: 2 @
Q
z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: E v CODE Z




(Check One)
[} Excellent Good [ Fadir [C] Deteriorated [ Ruins [] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) - ‘ (Check One)
K1 Altered [ Unaltered (] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The, Magnolla Ranch house located in rural Cowley ggﬁ/;y near
Wlnfleld is a two and one-half story early Renaissance style struc—
St With “a-full basement. The building is a rectangle with small
appurtenances on two sides and measures approximately 50 feet long
and 30 feet wide. The exterior walls are constructed .of stone
laid in a random ashlar pattern. ﬁxThe coarse facing of the stone
gives a massive appearance to the building. standlng seam metal
roofing covers the hip roof, and the overhang is supported by
widely spaced pairs of brackets with double brackets at the corners.
Two large observation towers which occiir at the center of the roof
admit,light into the attic. A number of chimneys with stone caps
protrude. from the roof.

Window openings in the bulldlng are 51mp1e rectangles with.
double hung sash windows. The stone sills and lintels are orna- -
mental in shape and provide a decorative touch to the building.
The lintels are cut stone and extend partially down each side of
the window openings. The south front entrance occurs at a large.
porch which has wood columns and- decorative wood arches. '

‘There are five large rooms in the basement, each with large
arched doorways and walls two feet thick. :On the main floor are
six large rooms, a pantry and two entrance halls--one containing
a large ornate stairway and the other opening into the kitchen
and the dining room. Ceilings are at least 10 feet high. The
dining room has a large bay window on the south, and the dining
room, parlor..and the.former.offiice..of Colonel Greene each have
a flreplace.,;On the.:second -filoar -a long-hall runs the length
of the house. ' Three large bedrooms are placed on each side of
the hallWay and. additionally: .a. bathroom, dumbwaiter shafit.-and:
storage room are located on this floor. The attic is a large room
on the third ifloor and has the two observation towers or cupolas.-

Included in the ranch complex are three small stone buildings
west of the residence which were used as an ice: house, a smoke
house and an outhouse. Northeast of the house are two large
buildings of rubble stone construction, the shorter one a barn
and the longer used as stables.

A large frame porch which once wrapped around the east and
portions of the north and south facades has been removed. The
center window on the second floor of the east facade has been
‘'walled up and now contains a stone with, the -gonsitruction date
"1883" in raised numerals. Some modifications have al 159 en
made to the two large barns to adapt them for modeJT}gyif,‘w
usages. %) ‘
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k and afterwards-sold his. business and moved to Ka
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The land in south central Cowley }
Ranch is now situated was first clalmedvfngb
by three brothers-—Pete, Blll and Lem Cook. ™0

—' S
!

eck, the

next owner of the- property, ‘lived there only two years before
selling the land to Col. Arthur H. Greene of New York City,
whé had been an offlcer in the Union army. Greene, a wealthy

coffee broker prior to the Civil War, lost a leg

established a large ranch and farm operation 12
of Winfield and engaged the Vermilia family to i
house for him. Itrwas this family which plénted
trees that giégffﬁe ranch its 'name. :

In 1883%reene had a 23-room house, outbull
corral built from stone’ quarrle&rabout twormiles
the ranch, An avea newspaper , rthe- Arkansas’ Clty
reported on October 23, 1883, that "Aller*and Bn
‘been- awarded the contract o' paint ithe $30,000 x

in the war
nsas. He

mlles southwest

arm and keep
the Magnolla

dlnEg’;nd a-
northwest of
Democrat,
agglns have

eSLéende‘on

the Magnolia farm in Pleasant Valley township."
which was said to have been the finegt rn,tﬁe~vi
probably completed a short time later. The ranc
was. reportedly. ione’ of ‘the:best equipped in the s
having imported Engllsh draft horses and Gallowa

The house,

ta e
v cattle.‘ The

ranch also became known for its lavish parties when Greene -

and a nephew who lived with the wealthy ©l1d bach
entertaining regularly,. with guests from ‘numerot

eLor began
s:Kansas

communities and as far as New York., e
After ‘the Vermilias left; Greene hired various other _
personneil . to mandge - the'ranch In the spring of 1900 the Linn
family-“became the- overSeers and shortly thereafter Greene and
Linn started raising ‘chickens in addition to cattle and horses:.
A young Dutch 1mmlgrant, John Templar, was also an employee for
a time; he later:marriéd one of the Linn daughters, and their
son George, who was ‘the only child ever born in|the ranch - -
house, is now a U. S. district!judge for Ramsasgy ¢ oo
Colonel Greene sold the Magnolia Ranch to ﬁ. D. McKowen of
Atlanta, Illinois, a‘"magnetlc healer," in the early 1900's and
moved to Callfornla.3 The McKowens did not live jon the ranch

except for a brief . tlme durlng the summer of - l90ﬁ,f‘Mr. and Mrs.




Arkansas City Democrat, October 23, 1883.

Sites Survey, Kansas State Historical Society.
"Magnolia Farm . . . 1883 Showplace," Arkansas City Dally Traveler, Tuly 30,

1971.
"Magnolia Ranch House Is Interestlng Cowley Landmark “Winfield Courier,
May- 2, 1961. : -
The Official State Atlas of Kansas (Phlladelphla, L. H. Everts and Co.,

1887) ’ - -
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4, The new owners of  the Magnolia Ranch are Jlm and Mary McFarland,

Rural Route 3, Winfield.

GPO 921.724




" Form 10-300a
(Dec. 1968)

 DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR N
ONAL PARK SERVICE , } Kansas

‘ UNIT‘:ED-

NATIONAL ‘,REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES : 'F°””” B

INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM Cowley

_FOR NPS USE ON 'LY b

ENTRYNUMEER

. ) (}Contmuat;onvSheet) :

DATE

8.

(Number all entries)

Kent Chesbro, the present owners, rented the farm from the

McKowen estate from 1945 until 1960 when they purchased the
property. v :

The - Magnolla Ranch bulldlngs are one of the few remaining
rural complexes of’ hlStOIlC stone buildings in Kansas Wthh :
continue to serve their original use‘\‘The re51dence is an
excellent example of ‘early Renaissance architecture . exhlbltlng

‘many of the traits of the: Vernacular style. The magnlflcent ‘

house together with the accompanying outbuildings make this

.one of the ‘more important rural architectural complexes 1n
the state. » ;




