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1. Name 

For NPS use only 

received OCT 2 7 1983 

date entered 

i i 

historic / t S a p ^ t ± ^ B e n j a m i n \ j a i n e ^ H ouse 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 301 D r i f t w a y not for publication 

city, town S c i t u a t e KjA- vicinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Plymouth code 023 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public , , 
private - - ' ^ • . 

X_ occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(s) 

public , , 
private - - ' ^ • . unoccupied commercial park 

private residence structure both work in progress educational 
park 
private residence 

site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

IL/Abeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Mr. Paul Quinn 

street & number 301 D r i f t w a y P.O. Box 126 

city, town S c i t u a t e N/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 02066 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Plymouth County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number R u s s e l l S t r ee t 

city, town Plymouth state Massachusetts 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys -
Inventory of the Historic Assets 

^ title of the Commonwealth #354 has this property been determined eligible? yes -^no 

date February, 1983 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 



7. Descr ipt ion Captain Benjamin James House, Scituate, MA 

Condition 
excellent 
good 

_JL_:fa1r 

deteriorated 
ruins 

.unexposed 

Check one 
X unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The e a r l y e igh teen th century Captain Benjamin James House faces south towards the t i d a l 
f l a t s of F i r s t H e r r i n g Brook and the Nor th R i v e r . The house i s s i t u a t e d a t the top of a 
gen t l e k n o l l which r i s e s northward f r o m the t i d a l f l a t s . To the south and east are 
undeveloped marshlands along the waterway which p rov ide a dramatic panorama f r o m the James 
House. ^ . . 

The house i s s i t u a t e d approximate ly 130 f e e t south of the D r i f t w a y , a h e a v i l y t r a v e l l e d two-
lane r o u t e , and i s reached by an unpaved d r i v e . U n t i l the mid-n ine teen th cen tu ry , the 
D r i f t w a y passed t o the south of the James House so t ha t i t s facade was v i s i b l e f r o m the 
road . Today, w i t h the D r i f t w a y r e r o u t e d , i t s rear e l e v a t i o n faces the s t r e e t . To the n o r t h 
of the D r i f t w a y , l o c a t e d a t the edge of a l a n d f u l l s i t e i s an undeveloped wooded h i l l s i d e 
which i s the l a s t remnants of the Colman H i l l s , a major tq^ographical f e a t u r e of S c i t u a t e . 

To the west of the p rope r ty l i n e approximate ly 60 f e e t i s a s m a l l two- s to ry house, b u i l t 
f p r the, present owner's c h i l d r e n , which : i s not considered t o c o n t r i b u t e t o the h i s t o r i c 
charac ter of the James House. I t i s unob t rus ive i n des ign and s i t u a t e d a t a lower grade 
to p rec lude i n t r u s i o n upon the major views of the James House f r o m the t i d a l f l a t s and the 
D r i f t w a y . 

The nominated p roper ty cons i s t s o f one acre of l and and the e a r l y 18th century farmhouse. 
At present the re are no o r i g i n a l o u t b u i l d i n g s on the s i t e , a l though at one t ime a barn was 
l o c a t e d i n the n o r t h e r n s e c t i o n o f the p rope r ty where the D r i f t w a y now s tands . 

The l and surrounding the house i s p l a n t e d w i t h grass and occas iona l f l o w e r i n g t r e e s . Mature 
f o u n d a t i o n p l a n t i n g s along the f r o n t and s ide e l eva t i ons cons is t s of low evergreen shrubs . 
To the rear of the house i s a new b r i c k p a t i o framed by a low b r i c k w a l l and p i c k e t f e n c e . 
L y i n g t o the east are t i d a l f l a t s and undeveloped l a n d , much of which i s a p r o t e c t e d 
conse rva t ion area Nor th of the p r o p e r t y , development has occurred along the D r i f t w a y , 
p r i m a r i l y to the wes t , where there are s eve ra l r e l a t i v e l y recent r e t a i l and commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s . ... 

Standing on a g r a n i t e f o u n d a t i o n , the Captain Benjamin James House i s a; center chimney d w e l l ­
ing t ha t i s L-shaped i n p l a n . I t s form i s comprised o f the o r i g i n a l f i v e - b a y center en t ry 
2h s t o r y , r ec t angu la r b l o c k and a r ea r I h s t o r y l e a n - t o a d d i t i o n b u i l t l a t e r i n the 18th 
cen tu ry . Other more recent a d d i t i o n s i n c l u d e a sma l l r ec tangu la r one-s tory shed placed t o 
the r^ar of the east e l e v a t i o n i n the 1960s and a f u l l basement b u i l t i n 1967. 

The main p o r t i o n of the d w e l l i n g has a s imple r i d g e r o o f which extends i n a l e a n - t o fo rm 
t o the one-s tory he igh t of the rear e l l a long the east e l e v a t i o n . A gabled end has been 
added t o the n o r t h s e c t i o n of t h i s e l l and extends f o r h a l f i t s l e n g t h . The s ide shed a l so 
has a r idge r o o f which f o l l o w s the l e a n - t o fo rm of the e l l and i s a l i g n e d w i t h the p l a n of 
the adjacent e l l r o o f . 

•: ,. ...... ' • • •-- . 
Sheathed i n cedar shingles, the house is simply trimmed with p l a i n cornerboards and a 
si m i l a r l y detailed cornice. Fenestration was o r i g i n a l l y 12/12 sash, except f o r the gable 
windows which were 8/12. A l l have been replaced with 1/1 double hung sash with i n t e r i o r 
muntin s t r i p s which follow the o r i g i n a l 12/12 or 8/12 <configuration. . '•>- /•, ' 
The south elevation and pr i n c i p a l facade i s f i v e bays wide with the entrance i n the center 
bay. This entry i s deeply set framed by a wide f l a t aschitrave and topped by a d e n t i l course. 
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The door consists of wide weathered boards set on iron strap hinges and is probably 
o r i g i n a l to the structure. 

The east and west elevations which form the sides of the building are both quite similar 
i n t h e i r configuration except that the eastern face i s deeper due to the e l l which is 
attached to i t . Both, however, are two bays deep with a smaller single window centered 
i n the gable. , 

The north elevation of the main block is two bays wide with two double-hung windows at both 
the f i r s t and second stories. These openings flank the central chimney bay of the south 
elevation. ^ 

The rear e l l adjoins the main block d i r e c t l y east of the windows on the north elevation. 
The western face of t h i s addition has an entrance i n the southern bay with a small 4/4 window 
off-centered above i t . I t s north gabled end has an off-centered set of four casement 
windows set w i t h i n a single frame. Of recent date, these windows have diamond-patterned 
i n t e r i o r muntin s t r i p s . A chimney smaller than that on the main block of the house i s located 
on the east side of t h i s extension. 

The east shed addition has two 1/1 double-hung windows with 12/12 muntin s t r i p s i n i t s south 
elevation and one window of the same size i n i t s east elevation. Above t h i s opening i s 
a small 4/4 sash l i t e and to i t s north i s the wide-board door mounted with i r o n strap ' 
hinges. The north elevation has no openings. 

The i n t e r i o r plan is that of a t r a d i t i o n a l center chimney house. The entrance h a l l has a , 
t i g h t stairway i n front of the chimney which leads to a f u l l second story. To the l e f t , i 
r i g h t and rear of the entrance and chimney are the three major rooms. A second s t a i r was 
added in the east rear portion of the main block. The chimney has three fireplaces on each 
story. The rear room's large fireplace includes a domed beehive oven. The rear e l l also has 
a double fireplace with a large cooking hearth, since t h i s place served i n i t i a l l y as a 
summer kitchen. Several i n t e r i o r p a r t i t i o n s have been removed or relocated i n recent years. • 
The raised f i e l d paneling and fireplace mantels from the front rooms iHve been removed to i n s t a l l 
Insulation materials and are i n storage for eventual replacement. ' ' 

Alterations to the building exterior have been minimal. The roof has been replaced and is 
i n need of replacement again. The windows were replaced by new double-hung 1/1 wood sash 
with i n t e r i o r 12/12 muntin s t r i p s . From a distance, the visual impact of t h i s change is 
minimal. The one-story shed addition (c 1970) is compatible i n design and proportions with 
the h i s t o r i c structure and does not intrude upon i t s major facade elements. ,» 



8. Significance Captain Benjamin James House, Scituate, MA 

Period ' 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
X archeology-prehistoric community planning 
y archeology-historic 

agriculture 
X architecture . 

art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
. economics 

education 
engineering 

_5f_ exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention ? 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature ' . ' 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1700-1720 
p a r l y T S F h r p n t n r y 

Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
The Captain Benjamin James House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
and workmanship and has associations with the 17th century development of Scituate and with 
the town's e f f o r t s to eliminate the dreaded smallpox disease i n the 18th century. The house 
i s a f i n e example of the community's early architecture and thus meets c r i t e r i a A and c 
of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. •• 

The early history of Scituate dates from c 1626 when a group of Englishmen commonly referred 
to today as the "Men of Kent" established a settlement here. The natural protection of 
the four c l i f f s overlooking the A t l a n t i c Ocean made i t r e l a t i v e l y safe from attack, and the 
North River provided access to the extensive pine andi oak forests of the i n t e r i o r ; thus, here 
was a safe and convenient location to s t a r t a shipbuilding industry and establish a center 
f o r coastal trade. 

The homes of the ear l i e s t s e t t l e r s were primarily on Kent Street, the Main north/ south axis 
west of the waterfront. By 1639, the colony had become the most populous i n the area, with 
development extending around the central h i l l s and west to Greenbush and southward to the 
North River. The o r i g i n a l Driftway was l a i d out i n the 1620s as the east/west route which 
connected Kent Street to Greenbush, where several early m i l l s were located. 

The land on which the Captain Benjamin James House was b u i l t was part of the parcel 
o r i g i n a l l y granted to John Hanmer, one of the Men of Kent. Hanmer's land lying to the 
southwest of Kent Street was the most remote from the o r i g i n a l Kent Street settlement. Not 
u n t i l after King Philips War i n 1675 did the areas beyond the o r i g i n a l settlement became 
safe for development. Expansion along the North River which lay to the south was then 
quick to occur and houses began to be b u i l t which were larger and more permanent than 
e a r l i e r structures. . ;. s: 

The proximity of John Hanmer's property to the t i d a l f l a t s of F i r s t Herring Brook and the 
North River made i t extremely valuable. The marsh hay was prized as forage f o r c a t t l e 
and livestock since the h i l l y , stony soi l s of the i n t e r i o r were d i f f i c u l t to farm. I n i t s 
s i t i n g and location, t h i s s i t e r e f l e c t s the location of early a g r i c u l t u r a l development i n 
Scituate and the importance of the t i d a l driftway to the livelihood and sustenance of the 
early community. 

The vernacular character of t h i s farmhouse i l l u s t r a t e s the simple l i f e s t y l e of i t s early 
inhabitants and the l i m i t e d economy of the early settlement. I t i s thus not surprising that 
shipbuilding and f i s h i n g soon surpassed agriculture as the town's major industries, given the 
d i f f i c u l t i e s that the geography and topography presented f o r farming. .., 

The land on which the house s i t s ; was passed from John Hanmer to John Otis of Hingham i n 
1653. Local h i s t o r i c a l accounts date the building to 1691, however, an analysis of 
arch i t e c t u r a l features combined with an understanding that r u r a l houses were gnerally 
conservative i n design, suggest an early 18th century date. About 1734, t i t l e to the house 
passed to Captain Benjamin James (1711-1788) . James was a descendant of John James of 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Daughters of the American Revolution, Chief Justice Gushing Chapter, Old Scituate; DAR, 
Scituate, 1921. f'. 

Deane, Samuel, History of Scituate, MA: James Loring, Boston, 1831. 
M e r r i t t , Joseph Foster, Old Time Anecdotes of the North River and South Shore; Rockland 

10. Geographical Data 
1 acre Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name S n ' t i i a f . e , MA 
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Verba l boundary desc r ip t i on and jus t i f i ca t i on 

The boundary corresponds to the attached Assessor's Map of Sci tuate, Sheet #53, Parcel 
53-3-1. The boundaries include^Lot A, the house and surrounding open land which^together 
rnmpri.qp. 4?., 310 square feet (a small por t ion of the o r i g i n a l 18th century l o t . ) To the north 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^ code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner wi th Margo B. Webber 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date SejJtember 1983 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617 ) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state _X local - j - J- -

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by>the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ^/y^d-diJ^yyj^/l^ / Ojl*^ j 

State H i s to r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

/ ) ^ ) I n t e r e d i n th© 
/ (_^yyJ--<!-^(^-'U^^ Na t i ona l EeclRtf l r date 

^^^^ 

-vKe^per of the National flegister 

Attest: date 
Chief of Registration 
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Dedham who cane to Scituate i n 1640. A captain i n the local m i l i t i a , James l i v e d here with 
his bride Marcy u n t i l l a t e r building the James "mansion" on what was then Stockbridge's 
Road i n Greenbush, at which time the older house was abandoned. The Scituate farm at that 
time was a 100-acre parcel and was owned j o i n t l y by Captain James and Benjamin Stockbridge. 
L i t t l e is known about Captain James other than his occupation and abandonment of t h i s house. 
Though perhaps not a leading c i t i z e n of Scituate during his l i f e t i m e , his farm i l l u s t r a t e s 
the t y p i c a l way of l i f e of the average s e t t l e r and farmer i n the f i r s t two centuries of 
Scituate's development. 

The property's isolated location along the Driftway resulted i n i t s role as a smallpox 
hospital during the epidemic of 1791-93. Deserted by the James family, the house was 
selected by the town as the s i t e of a hospital f o r innoculation against the dreaded disease 
which occurred every 20 to 30 years i n the Massachusetts Bay and Plymouth colonies. 
Smallpox was commonly referred to as the "pestilence" and the house came to be known as 
the "Pest House." 

Scituate acted innovatively by i n i t i a t i n g a controversial immunization method of 
innoculating healthy people with pus taken from carriers of the disease. Despite the best 
e f f o r t s of the town's doctors, several families were infected and twelve people died. 
Compared to other communities and to the town's population of 2,862 at that time, the town's 
innoculation program was considered an enlightened and successful course of action. 

The hospital continued i n use f o r two years instead of the o r i g i n a l l y intended two months. 
Charred timbers remain as evidence of the charring by f i r e used to s t e r i l i z e the house 
af t e r i t s use as a hospital. The selectmen reportedly were indignant at having to restore 
the house to usable condition and then having to return i t to the James heirs i n far better 
condition than they had found i t . 

The house passed through the James famly and to the South Scituate Savings Bank by the 
mid-19th century. I n 1880 i t was acquired by P h i l l i p G i l l i s as a 17-acre parcel. The 
land was fermed and saltmarsh hay continued to be reaped for forage. The house has 
remained i n the ownership of the G i l l i s family to the present day. 

The Captain Benjamin James House i s a t y p i c a l vernacular F i r s t Period farmhouse and one 
of the oldest remaining buildings i n Scituate. I t derives i t s design from the English 
vernacular t r a d i t i o n as characterized by i t s rectangular plan, massive center hhimney, 
exposed wood and masonry s t r u c t u r a l system and use of l o c a l building materials—oak timbers 
and cedar shingles. 

The building retains an extensive amount of o r i g i n a l f a b r i c , both i n the main block and rear 
e l l . The main alterations to the house are replacement of the o r i g i n a l windows, new door 
and window locations on the rear e l l and the temporary removal of panelling, mantels and 
chair r a i l s from the i n t e r i o r f o r the purposes of re-wiring and insulating the structure. 

The house i s t y p i c a l of vernacular l a t e 17th century construction i n Scituate and the 
surrounding communities. I t s importance l i e s i n i t s retention of o r i g i n a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
and s t r u c t u r a l d e t a i l and i t s relationship to the surrounding landscape of the t i d a l driftway. 
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No subsurface archaeological testing has been conducted on the property and no references 
to wells, trash p i t s or privi e s have been located as part of t h i s stiidy. The land near the 
house i s r e l a t i v e l y undisturbed. Prehistoric A r t i f a c t s have reportedly been found to the 
east and south of the property. I t may be considered that portions of the s i t e not pre­
viously disturbed f o r parking or construction of the adjacent house might have the p o t e n t i a l 
to y i e l d archaeological information about prehistoric settlements i n Scituate. 
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9. Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l References , 

Standard P u b l i s h i n g Company, Rockland, 1928. 

P r a t t , Harvey Hunter , The Ea r ly P lan te rs of S c i t u a t e ; S c i t u a t e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , 
S c i t u a t e , 1929. 

Quinn, Paul , "A Short H i s t o r y of S c i t u a t e ' s 'Pest House, ' 1972. 

10. Verbal Boundary Descript ion and J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

i t i s bounded by the D r i f t w a y , one o f the e a r l i e s t roads i n the town and today a h e a v i l y -
t r a v e l l e d r o u t e . To the east and sou th , j u s t beyond a narrow road a t the p r o p e r t y ' s edge, 
i s an area of undeveloped marshland a d j o i n i n g the Simm's Boatyard a long F i r s t H e r r i n g Brook. 
West o f the p rope r ty i s a r e c e n t l y cons t ruc ted two- s to ry res idence . The boundary i s 
j u s t i f i e d as a l o g i c a l means of p r e s e r v i n g the h i s t o r i c house and open space immediately 
surrounding i t . Thus, the dramatic sou theas t e r ly view of the house se t upon a k n o l l 
o v e r l o o k i n g the t i d a l d r a f t w i l l be main ta ined . 
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Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
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altered 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 
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Quadrangle name 
UTM References 
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11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

,...•5 • .: V : . . ^ 

national state local ' 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature ' 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps . . > 
• Photographs ' 
• other 
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Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
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617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

October 19, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shu l l , Chief 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th & C Streets , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the f o l l o w i n g nomination forms: 

Edgartown - Edgartown V i l l a g e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (s ta te) 
Framingham - Moses E l l i s House ( l o c a l ) 
Great Barr ington - Monument M i l l s ( l oca l ) 
Peabody - John Southwick House ( l oca l ) 
Scituate - Captain Benjamin James House ( l o c a l ) 
Stockbridge - V i l l a V i r g i n i a ( l oca l ) 
Wes t f ie ld - United States Whip Company Complex (na t iona l ) 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. Also included are the forms f o r Border Ci ty M i l l s 
( F a l l River M u l t i p l e Resource Area) which had been returned to us f o r boundary 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n and f o r Woodbridge Street H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , South Hadley, 
retumed f o r technical correct ions . 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jer 
Preservat ioQ^lanning Direc tor 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CJ/hi 
Enclosures 

m 
Ooi 2 7 i9d3 


