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MASSACHEETTS H STCS I CAL AOMM S ON
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON M\ 02116 '

ttioto {3"x3" or 3"x5", black and
white) Indicate address of
property on back of phot o.
Staple toleft side of form

Sketch Myp: Drawnap show ng property's |ocation

in relationtonearest cross streets and/or

geographi cal features. Indicate al |l buildings

bet ween inventoried property and nearest
intersecticxi(s). ]
I ndi cate north

SEE ATTAGHD M¥P

'Si

DM REFERENCE 19/ 334. 350 E/ 4,677,690 N

USGS QQACRANGLE Blue Hills, M
SCALE 1. 25,000

345

Town Quincy, M\/ NRA
Addr ess 1M FranklinStreet

Historic Nane Thonas Curti s House

We:  Presait single famly dvelling

., Original single famly dv.-ellinQ
CESCR PTI QW
Dat e ca. 1851

Source  Quincy Historical Socieity Recorc;
Style G eek Revival/ Gothic Revival
Architect uni on
Exterior \Vfell Fabric vo6g> cl apboards

Qut bui I dings one car garage (19303)fJc

My or Alterations (with dates)
one-story rear addition

M diticxi gooc

Mved  yef Date 191"
Acreage |ess than oneacre: 11,400 sg. Ft.
Setting The house is situated onthe rise
of Penn's hill along aresidential section

of Fran];lin Street in South Quincy-

Recorded by Fannin & Lehner/ J. John.scn
Crgani zaticn Quincy Historical Gcrm ssion

Dat e



NATI Gai AL REA STER QUTERI A STATEMENT (i f applic™le)

The Thomas Curtis House retains integrity of design, materials, worknanship,

feeling and associationw th Quincy's nineteenth centtiry shoe manufacturing
busi ness. Mwved two bl ocks fromits original site, the house i s one of a

few wel |l -preserved exanpl es of a nodest vernacul ar residence that incorporates
Gothic Revival and Geek Revival styles. The house fulfills Criteria Aand C
N and neets exception Bof the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH | ECTUE AL SI OGN FI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
, other buildings within the oonmunity.

f * ! . ".... ®o !

S 1 NVENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ONSHEET

H Som CAL SIOIFICANCE Explain the role owlers played in |ocal or state history and howthe
building relates to the devel opment of the coranunity.

S | NVBENTARY FORVIGONTT NUATI ONSHEET

ot e 1

Y%y ..

Bl BLI G3RAFBY and/ or REFEFREINCES
Assessors Recor ds. j

H Hobart Holly, Quincy Historical Society.

Wlliam S Pattee. History of Od Braintree and Quincy, 1878, p.166, 602.
Quincy Patriot Ledger, January, 1937, p. F5. .
Building permts, alterations.



I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Caoranunity: Fam Na

MASSACH BETTS H STCR CAL Cd” SSI ON
O fice of the Secretary, Boston

Property NamerfITdm*S Cirt>6fIN' A,

Indicate each itemon inventory foimvAidi is being continued bel ow

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE — 279 FRANKLI N STREET
THOMAS CURTI S HOUSE

The house at 279 Franklin Street has important historical associations
with the development of Quincy's shoe industry. Thomas Curtis, a boot
and shoe manufacturer was the builder of this house built in 1851 The
house was orginally located at the site of 265 Franklin Street but
moved to the plot at 279 Franklin Street by Herbert Curtis in 1915
Thomas Curtis was the owner of Thomas Curtis and Conpany, a boot and
shoe factory active in the me-19th century. Famly nenbers in the
firm included Thomas, Benjamin, Benjamin F, and Noah. The making of
boots and shoes was Quincy's main industry in the 1850s. By this time
shoe manufacturing had evolved froma cottage industry (begun in the
late 18th cantury) to a centralized operation performed in one
workshop. — Thomas Curtis was the son of Noah Curtis, a pioneer in
Quincy's boot and shoe business, whose house stands at 313 Franklin
Street (ca. 1795: #345).

1

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Ccranunity: Fom No:

MSSACHLEETTS H STCR CAL OOMSSI ON Quincy, MA
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NamefTf*oma® ~Ur”

Indi cate each itemoninventory foi mvrfiich i s being continued bel ow.

ARCH TECTURAL Sl GNI FI CANCE — 279 FRANKLI N STREET
THOMAS OQURTI S HOUSE

This cottage is one of Quincy's fewintact exanples of a typical
carpenter-built residence incorporatingdetails from several

cont enpor aneous 19th century styles. Thebasic five-bay rectangular

form from the 18th century i sturned with itsgable endtothestreet;

details from various styles areapplied t othis house. ThesteelpI pitch
e

of thegable and t hebargeboards onthe eave areborrowed fromt

Gothic Revival node; thearched gable window is an ltalianate element.
The long w ndows ontheground floor of thegable elevation, t he corner
pilasters, and t hesinple w ndow enframenments indicate theinfluence of
the Geek Revival style. Theone-story rear addition was added i n t he
1920s and i sin keeping with thearchitectural characater of the main

block. Agarage at the rear of theproperty (1930s) i s
noncontributing. '

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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United States Department ofthe Interior
National Park Service ' AG 7 19

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REE STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Curtis, Thomas, House i-yNy.'-

NAME: " t.S'-A
MULTI PLE  Quincy MRA

NAME: oV

STATE & CONTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECE! VED: 8/ 07/ 89 « DATE CF PENDING LI ST: 8/ 22/ 89
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 9/ 07/ 89 DATE OF 45TH DAY 9/ 21/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 89001334

NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDI L: N PER CD N PROGRAMUINAPPROVEDT N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
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i / ~CCEPT RETURN REJECT f/A™o/ Sf DATE

/ Hationai Register

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS
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DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSI FI CATI ON
count resource type

STATH FEDERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
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architectural classification ,
materials e o 7o NN (@
descriptivetext "o " e[y

SI G\l FI CANCE
Period Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow

Specific dates ~ Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource

cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI QERAPHY
GEOFRAPH CAL DATA
acreage Mverbal boundary descrip'cion
U boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch nmaps NES maps phot ographs presentation
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3CGC PUN 3032

Address 279 Franklin Street

QJ NCY, MASSAHEETTS / NRA
Assessors Map # 3031

1979

Scale: 1inch equals 80 feet



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Nunnber: 64000289



