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Changes since Consfruction

The North Rochester Congregational Church retains much of its original character, adthough changes have occurred both
during and after the period of significance. Within the period of significance, which begins with the gonewalls that are
bdieved to dateto 1790 and the parish'sfirst use of this land, the most important changeto the building gppeers to bethe
reduction in the number of pew boxes. The 1841 "Plan of Pewsand Appraisal" shows 40 pew boxesingeed of the current
26. Four pew boxeswere removed from the northeest comer and four from the northwest comer. Four more pews (the two
back pairs) were removed from the back of the center section, apparently to open the broad crossaide therethat currently
jpesses under the bacony. Patched sections in the wall and floor suggest that these pews were built and subsequently
removed. The lag pew was removed from the back of each of the Sde sections. These account for the 14 fewer pawvs and
are d0 confirmed by comparing the original plan of pews with the current floor plan. The front row of pews, now all
open, once had box fronts. The only known date for any of these changes gppearsin the 1878 minutes, where the precinct
votes to remove two of the front comer pews, lower the pulpit, and reessign the pewholders to other vacant pews The
current tin ceiling was ingtalled over the origina plaster celling in 1905.

Photographs from the tum of the 20* century show severd exterior architectural dements that have since changed,
dthough whether those changes took place during or since the period of significanceis not precisdy known. Around
1900, the carriage bamswere still extant, and the church had exterior shutters and some sort of cresting aop its belfry,
possible the remains of acroteria. The other four Gregk Reviva churcheswhich Solomon Eaton designed for historic "Old
Rochester' parishes dso hed this cresting. Large lamps decorated the eestam and westem pilasters of the south facade.
Two-part folding exterior shutters covered the upper and lower haves of the windows. The church soveswere removed
in the 1980sand replaced with a ges hegter, which ance has been removed. The dectric lightfixturescurrently in the
worship hall dso gopeer to date from the middle of the 20* century.

Despite remaining largely inactive during the 1970s and 1980s the church was kept locked and intact. With renewed use
darting in 1990, two major physical changes have been made (since the period of significance). The mogt important wes
the moving of the church onto a new foundation in 1992-93. The new foundation was constmcted beside the old, and the
church building jacked up and moved over onto the new foundation. This move did not significantly affect the
architecture of the 1841 building. Moreover, the building remained onthe samelot, and onthe same hilltop, that a North
Rochester Congregationd Church hes occupied since 1790-91. The directional orientation of the 1841 building was not
shifted in the 1992-93 move. On the auditorium interior, the 1950s sugpended gas heater was replaced with ages fumace
a thistime, and the gaircase opened into the new basament. These changes, which included the first indoor bathrooms,
kitchen, and reception hall within the new basament, made the building useful once again for community worship ad
medtings. Minor changes since the period of significance dso includethe removad (to below roofline) of the two intemal
chimney stacks on the north end when the roof was reshingled. Efforts to retain the original character of the church are
evident in the landscaping completed after the move. Apart from the necessary instalation of disabled-acoessramps, the
landscaping choices were all conservative. They included minimal grading, retaining the drylaid and masonry boundary
walls, instaling a smal wooden signboard and smple pole fence, and using gravel surfaces for parking, reer lane, ad
front walks.

The replacemeant of the origina belfiy by areplica, congructed out of pressure-treated lumber and synthetic materids, is a
ssoond change (since the period of significance). The belfiy was removed with the intent of repairing it, not replacing it;
however, wet rot, dry rot, and powder-post beetle infestation made effective repairs unlikely. Guided by professonds and
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Summary Paragraph

The North Rochester Congregational Church isa VA-gory wood-frame Greek Reviva church dating from 1841. Large
wooden double doors in the southem end of the gable-front building provide entry. The facade has atriangular pediment
supported by pilasters and surmounted by a squat, square belfry. On the exterior, the building remains largely unchanged
fromitsorigina 1841 form, including narrow clgpboard siding and tall double 18/18 sash windows. The interior of the
church retains its rear gallery and bench box pews. The building is located on the eestem end of along and narrow 1-aae
woodlot located dong rural North Avenue in Rochester, Massachusetts. The current building isthe second medtinghouse
on the lot, which since 1790 has been the ecclesasticd and socid center for this mral neighborhood. The building was
moved in 1992-93, but only fifteen feet, within its historic lot, onto a new basament. Owned by its congregetion, the North
Rochegter Congregationa Church is generally in good condition, and isonly dightly dtered snce it was congtmcted in
1841.

Location and Setting

The setting of the North Rochester Congregational Church isdigtinctly mral, in the northwest comer of the largdly rural
town of Rocheter. Located on adight rise (between 100 & 110 ft. above sea levd), the building fronts on North Avenue,
to the west of Massachusetts State Route 106 andjust to the eest of North Avenue's intersection with Snipatuit Road.
Large bodies of water dot the surrounding landscape; to the south and southeast are Snipatuit Pond, Cedar Swamp, and the
Rochegter Wildlife Management Area. The wetlands complex to the north includes Long Pond, Assawompsett Pond,
Little Quittacas Pond, and directly north. Great Quittacas Pond. Laid out during the Colonia period. North Avenue was
the only eest-west route between these two wetland complexes, and became the main road between South Middleboro and
Freetown. The areaimmediately surrounding the lot isrocky woodland, interspersed with logging svamps, pasturdand,
cranberry bogs, and grave pits. The southem shore of the Quittacas ponds complex, including the lot that abuts directly
north and eest of the church, is primarily open woodland and owned by the City of New Bedford, as part of its New
Bedford Waterworks complex. West of Route 105, North Avenue enters Eagt Freetown, where it becomes Morton Road
and pesses through the suburban development a Ashley Heights. On North Avenue, just under amile eest of the church,
et of Snipatuit Road, isthe Old Colony Vocationa Technical High Schoal (1972), alarge regiond public school st
back in the woods and similarly isolated initsrural setting, between the Town Forest and the North Avenue hamlet of
Bishee Comer. Old Colony enrolls sudentsfrom Rochester, Acushnet, Carver, Lakeville, and Mattapoisett. Directly
across North Avenue from the church, and west of the church, are individual houses on large lots, both established
farmgteads and newer homes. Of the six houses shown on the current USGS topographical maps as neerest the North
Rochester Congregationa Church, four (including those three south of North Avenue) have been built snce 1941. The
largest suburben expanson inthe neighborhood hes been the Old Orchard Etates devel opment, which surrounds the
North Rochester Cameatery (MHC# 808) between Snipatuit Road and Bisbee Comer.

The church's rectangular lot is long and narrow, fronting 380 ft. dong North Avenue, (381.35 feet long a the rear) and
meeauring 108 ft. degp on its eestem end near the church (115ft. degp a its westem end). The westem 2/3 of the lot is
undeveoped woodland with large rocks and/or outcroppings, primarily glacially deposited boulders. The long lot may
have been intended to hold both achurch and cemetery or parish house however, no records indicate that excavations for
either of the latter were ever made, or that the westem 2/3 ever was usad for more than woodlot. The sandy eestem third
of the lot, including the highest point where the church is located, is defined on the north and eest with a gonewall. A dirt
trail on the adjoining lot, just beyond the stone boundary wall, further defines both the northem and eestem boundaries of
the church's lot.

(continued)
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Exterior: North Rochester Congregational Church

TheNorth Rochester Congregationa Church isa 1 Vi-gory dagpboarded wood-frame Greek Reviva church (Photograph
1), which meeaLrres 36 feet, 8 inches wide by 44 feet, 8 inches long. The gable-front building hes atriangular pediment
supported by pilagters and surmounted by a squet, square bel fiy (a recent replica of the original belfry). Three devations
have three window/door bays, while the northem eevation of the church isnot fenestrated. Eight identica double
windows light the building, two in the south faBade, and three evenly soaced in both the eest and west devations. Entry to
the building is through large double doors in the southem facade (Photograph 2). The Greek Reviva characterigtics of
the building are mogt prominent on this symmetrical front facade, including four simplified Doric pilagters, awide divided
trim band below the comice, and the prominent triangular gable pediment (Photograph 3). The evenly-gpaced Doric
pilasters mark the comers of the front facade (doubling as comerboards) or visually support the squarebelfry stmcture.
Thesxe unfluted Doric pilagters are simplified to ashaft and capital with a squared abacus that supports the entablature. The
three-part wall entablature isan unfigured frieze and architrave, clearly divided by atrim board, supporting a projecting
comice. Thetriangular pediment has an undecorated, dapboarded tympanum, and prominent raking comices.

The symmetricd eest and west elevations of the building continue the three-part wall entablature of the south facade, with
sngle pilasters/comerboards on the north and south ends (Photographs 4 & 6). Three identical window pairs light the
et and the west dlevations. The north elevation of the building isnearly blank, with the triangular pediment replaced by
asmplefacade gable (Photograph 5). On the north elevation, the comer pilasters are half the width of the others on the
building, and support stub entablatures capped by comice retums. The only intermptionsin the dapboard surface of the
north wall aretwo small hinged doors with bolt latches, one foot square, about ten feet above the foundation line. These
were originally acoessdoors to thetwin intema chimneys. These chimney stacks are no longer used, and the brick
chimneys now end in the attic, just below theroofline.

Access to the building is primarily through the heavy double wooden doors in the south facede, heavily encased in paint
on the exterior. These doors are eech four-paneled, the top insat pands longer than the bottom panels. The 10-foot tall
windowframeseach contain paired double-hung seehes separated by ardatively long and narrow unfigured muntin. The
approx. 2x5 foot sashes each contain eighteen small rectangular panes arranged three panes wide by six high, yielding
72 lights per window. Many of these panes gppeer to be the original wavy glass The front door and windows are topped
with arustic 3-part lintel, which givesthe effect of akeysone and eared architrave. The window architraves have a higher
relief than those of the door.

The church is surmounted by a square replica belfry, on a squat squareroof collar, on the south end of the building.
(Photograph 3) Onal four symmetrica sdesof the belfiy, Doric pilagters mark the comers and support the entablature.
Thethree-part wall entablature isan unfigured frieze and architrave, clearly divided by atrim board, supporting a
projecting comice. From the flat roof of the belfry risesametd rod with a decorative metal weethervane consisting of
directional ams (N,S,E,W) topped by apivoting arrow. In the center of each cdgpboarded side isatall louvered opening
with athinframe,topped by athree-part lintel similar to that of the front door and windows. Thisbelfry isarecent copy
of the decayed original, fabricated Sde-by-sde with the original, by Sudents a the nearby Old Colony Vocationd
Technica Schoadl. It was constmcted with pressure-trested lumber and Azek synthetic siding materias. The keystone
above the south louvered opening was inscribed *2003" in smal numerds to differentiate it from the origina belfiy. The
belfry roof collar fits atop the gable roof, bolted to support posts profruding from the roof Through atrgp door from the
atic, one can gain limited aocess to these bolts and the underside of the belfry. The bottom of the belfiy, though, is seded,
except for the bell rope deeve thus the maker of the bell cannot be determined.

(continued)
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The North Rochester Congregationa Church building is st upon apoured concrete foundation, which risesto the ground
level and istopped with three courses of grey concrete blocks. (Photograph 6) The building was moved west fifteen feet
in 1992-93 and placed upon this foundation. Since that time, a complex st of acoessrampsand gairs have bean built by
dassesa the Old Colony Vocational Technical School to provide the disabled access to the higtoric building.
(Photograph 2) A broad gtairs (four treads) of pressuretreated lumber and synthetic boarding risesfrom the gravel front
walk to alanding & the front (south) door of the building. Thislanding is dso acocessad by along ramp that begins
halfway dong the eest devation of the building, reechesalanding a the building's southeast comer, and risesto thefront
door. The only other access to the building is adoorway in the northem end of the west besament dlevation. A daircase
leeds northward down dong the west eevation to this basemant door. Disabled acoess to the basemant is by a 3-part
ramp, s in aconcrete well, which mns west from neer the northeest comer of the building, doubles back toward the
comer, and ends a the northeest comer neex the door. (Photograph 5)

The grounds of the North Rochester Congregational Church gppeer little changed from their original form. The origina
dte of the church building, directly east of the current building, is now agrave parking lot, the congtruction ste of the
1841 building (and likely the 1790-91 building as well). A gonewall defines the eestem and northem boundaries of the
lot, mogt prominently in the eestem third. For the purposssof this nomination, the Stone Wall isacontributing structure.
Directly north of the current building, this drylaid sonewall ties into the substantid remnants of amortared gonewall,
which risesto five feet a itshighest point, and continues for approximatdyfifty-threefeet (Photograph 7). Lae
nineteenth century photographs and drawings of the church reved thisto be the reer wall of the westem carriage bam,
which good northwest of the original church. No complete view of the entire carriage bam isknown to exist; partia views
show it Smply as an open-sided void, held up by poles with Y-braces, glimpsed far to the rear beyond the southwest
comer of the church. This Carriage Barn Wall islisted as a contributing structure for the purposes of this nomination. A
ca. 1890 view ds0 shows asscond smdler carriage bam in the northeast comer of the lot, dong the north boundary line.
No gpparent trace of this building remains. Recent (ca. 1993) additions to the ste include atwo-post signboard directly
south of the church building (Photograph 2), and a Westem-style pole fence that generdly indicates the southem extent
of the parking lot and building lot (Photograph 3). The Signboard and the Pole Fence are, for the purposes of this
nomination, noncontributing objects. The lawn to the west of the church doubles as overflow parking for the church. Just
beyond this parking areg, in the woodlot, isagack of large rectangular shgped granite stones. These gopeear to be the
foundation gonesfrom the 1841 building, placed there after the church building was moved. Fieces of mortised wooden
beams possibly original dements from the undercarriage or attic of the church, have been discarded in the poison ivy just
north of the north boundary sonewall.

Interior: North Rochester Congregationa Church
Apart from the vestibule, stairs, and reaer gallery aong the south end, the interior of the building is primarily the 1 Vi-gory
worship hall, which meeaures approx. 34 ft., 8 inches wide by 37 ft., 7 inches long. The sanctuary faces north, with an L-
shaped raised platform, covered with wide boarding, that extendsthe full width of the north end and south dong the west
ddetothe first pew. A raised dais aop the center of this platform holds the movable ecclesiagtica fumiture (the pul pit
and chairs) (Photograph 8). The sanctuary focusis further indicated by a dragpery hanging from a decorative vaance,
framing asmple wooden cross atached to the wall. On either end of the north wall, about eight feet infromthe sde
walls, are the former chimney stacksfor the building's soves. Although the soves are gone and the chimney's capped and
no longer used, the thimble fittings for the sovepipes are till visible inthe stacks. A hymn-number board hes been
atached to the westem chimney stack. Four small filled holes in the ceiling in the northeast comer indicate where the
former 1980s era hegting unit hung down into the hall.

(continued)
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Long dip-like box pews occupy mogt of the hall (Photograph 9), opening onto one of the two sSde aides. Unlike dip
pews, these pew boxes extend all the way to the floor on three sides, adthough no physical evidence indicates that these
box pews ever hed doors. The boxes are grouped in four ranges. One range of pews 812 feet wide (from window wall to
ade) extends dong each sde of the hall. A range of two 7/2-foot pews, joined together in the center and opening onto
each of thetwo Sde ades, occupies the center of the hall. All together, the church currently contains 26 pews 14 in the
center ranges and 6 eech dong the sides. The aide endsof the box pew seats each havetwo insat pands The backs and
ams of the painted box pews are capped with adark polished railing. The ams have a Snuous curve terminating in a
disk- or tendril-like curl. Repairs in the board floorsindicate that front row of open pews once had box fronts. Although
these box fronts have been removed, they may still be extant, gored in the attic. One of the dismantled pews in the attic
shows that the pews were put together with L-headed cut nails. Quilted removable cushions, designed by members of the
current congregation, have been placed in the seats

Thefloorsare covered with medium-width boarding, mnning north-south in the aides and east-west under the pews. The
white walls of the sanctuary are divided by avamished chair-rail-like board & 3 feet high, with wide horizontd boarding
beow and plagter walls above. Thisrail isa the same height as the vamished top of the pew boxes The sills of the tall
windows rest upon thisrail and thustiethe wall unitstogether. The eest and west walls are topped with adightly
projecting comice, which supports the coved plagter ceiling (photograph 12). The plasterwork isevident only in the attic;
the ceiling of the entire hall, including the coved sdes, has been covered in an daborately pattemed tin ceiling. Thistin
ceiling isin good shgpe except over the gdlery, where lesks from the belfry in the past necessitated replacing someof the
tin pandswith boarding. Lighting for the sanctuary is provided by five roundfixtureswith frosted white globes, which
hang fromthe ceiling on long chains.

One important (though moveable) fixture of the hall isthe organ encased in acarved wooden console. The organis
marked "Egey Organ Co., Brattleboro, Vermont" and carries aplague noting that it was "electrified" in 1956 "as agift of
Mrs. Annie B. Cowan."

Thevedtibule isa 7 x 23 foot rectangular room on the south end of the building, which helps control the entrance of cold
air into the hall. Five doorways let into this small room, fitted with what gppeer to be the original six doors, mounted on
pin hinges (Photograph 10). All of the doors have four inset pandswith molded edges, taller pandson top and shorter
pandsat the bottom. Heavy double doors centered in the south wall alow entry into the building, while single doors & the
easdt and west ends of the northwall allow entrance from the vestibule into the hall. In the south ends of the eestem and
westem walls, doors open into the gdlery gaircases (Photograph 11). The walls separating the hall and daircases
correspond with the muntins between the double front windows; therefore only the lower, inner quarter of each of the
double front windows lights the vestibule. The ceiling of the vestibule dopes down significantly toward the north, to
accommodate the gallery above. A single barelight bulb provides night-time illumination. Heavy cork flooring covers the
vestibule floor. Pandsof tin, eech thirty inches wide, cover the walls of the vestibule, impressed with abold pattem of
overlapping vertical linesand fleur-de-lis.

Access to the rear gallery isganed by climbing one of two matching Saircases in the southeest or southwest comers of

the main hall. These measure 6 feet eedt to west and 572 feet north to south. Each staircase hes twelve steps four

rectangularfreads,then four triangular winders, then four rectangular treads. The outsde window of the paired front

windows is located in each gtaircase. A short knee-wall, rising between the two front windows, separates the sSdes of the

gdlery from the staircases A ground floor wall extendsthe width of the southem end of the hall, forming the northem
(continued)
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wall of the vettibule and gaircases (Photograph 12). Thiswall beginsa the southem edge of the southem range of dde
windows ad extends three-quarters of theway up these windows The gallery itsdf is cantilevered asa balcony two fest
into the hall, further supparted in the center by a Sngle eght-inch-square pod. This pod is chamfered (with lamb's tongue
gops) bdow the gallery, and baxed aboveit. The front of the gallery isexpressad asa monumentd entablature, an
architraveand frieze decorated with insgt boarding and  divided by a prominent applied trim board. Within the gallery

itsdf, a passage wide enough for folding chairs mns acrossthefr ontof the gallery, with two raissd seating platforms
behind it, fitted with bench seats, and divided by a narrow cenfral aide. A trapdoor in the ceiling, along the south wall,
alows fad-down ladder access from the gallery into the church's attic. The bl rgpe extendsfr oma hdein the ceiling
ad tiesoff m the front pod of the gallery. (Photograph 12)

Theattic of the church revedsthe nature of the building's pinned mortise-and-tenon frame in afive-bayattic. Three
center king-post tmsses, resting atop the east and west wall plates, carry most of the weight of the roof above and support
the ceiling below. Each 8x8 inch king post goadesout a itstop and bottom and is pinned into its 7x7 inch tie beam below;
the 7x7 inch principa raftersrest againgt (and are tenoned into) the goade @bove. The king posts and their rafters are eech
clearly scribed where they meset (11, 111, and 1111, from north to south). Side stmts rise from the bottom goede of the king-
pog to the mid-point of the principal rafters, to both sfrengthen the truss and further support the sde purlins. Trussesl| &
111 are further srengthened by a double-cable brace a the baseof each principal rafter, which atachesto ametd girdle
dong the tie beam near the king-post and prevents the tmssfrom spreading. The dasped purlinsare tenoned into the
principa rafters, and further cross-braced into those principd rafters; even the cross-braces are pinned in place with
wooden pegs Two-part secondary raftersrise from the plate to the purlin and from the purlin to the ridgeline, where they
are pinned together. The secondary rafters function mostly as nailers for the horizontal boarding above; their bottoms rest
on blocks extending outward from atop the wall plates, rather than the platesthemsalves. The roof hes no ridge pole. The
north and south endsof the roof are supported by principal rafters pinned together a the top and supported by smple
uprights.

From the attic, the original coving of the ceiling on the eest and west ddesisvisible, complete with lathing and plagter. At
the northem end of the attic, the brick stacksof the two chimneys remain, dong with the wooden braces that dlowed them
to corbel out. The chimneys are no longer in use and have been roofed over. The southem two baysof the roof have bean
partiadly recongmcted over the yearsto support the weight of the roof belfiy, and reinforced with pressure-trested lumber.
The kingpogt amts for Tmss 1111, for example, are recent replacements, probably dating to the repair of the belfry in 2002-
04. Numerous architecturd dements are stored in the attic, including the rear pewsfrom the sde aides, partsof other
pews, and the former pew cushions.

The basament configuration of the church datesfrom the 1992-93 move. Basement access from the worship hall was
provided in the southeest comer of the hall. The last pew on the eest Sde was removed and the flooring from there back to
the galery wall removed. An open dog-leg gaircase now leedsfrom the hall down to the new basament, with adoor into
the basematt a the bottom. A baugtrade with tumed ba usters seperates the stairwell from the hall. North of the comer
darcase dong the eetem wall of the basament is a sorage doset which aso contains the ges fumace. West of the comer
daircase dong the southem wall isapair of retrooms and, in the southwest comer, a large kitchen with awide serving
counter. A gaslogfireplacein the middieof the northem wall isthe only other fixed dement in the basemeant hall. A door
in the northem end of the eestem wall leedsdirectly outside, into the stairwell (and rear ramp access). The basemant hes
four windows, two eachin the north and west walls.

(continued)
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working with local contractors, severa dassesof loca sudents sudied the original carefiilly, and atempted to replicate
the origina belfry as faithfiilly as possible. The processtook over two years, the sudentsworked on the replacement
belfiy besde the former belfry, using it to guide their efforts. Inthe process, they learned agreat ded about techniques
employed by carpenters 160 years before them

Condition

Generdly, the North Rochester Congregationa Church isinexcdlent condition. The recent upgradesto the building plant
have largely maintained the historic character of the building while fixing water infilfration problems and making the
building ussblefor current nesds and expectations. When repairs began in 1990, the building had been vacant for two
decades—exogat for afamily of raccoons. People from the neighborhood and beyond have banded together to presarve
and regtorethis building. The level of continuing maintenancefor the building isgood.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are known on the church property, sitesmay exist. Three Stesare located in the
generd area(within one mile), with 26stesrecorded in the town. The areaimmediately north of the church in the vicinity
of Long Pond, Assawompset Pond, and Great Quittacas Pond is dso a known locus of Native American settlement from
the Pdeo Indian through Contact periods. Environmental characterigtics of the property represent locationd criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native stes. The church occupies an
excessvely drained, leve to moderatdy doping segment of glacia outwash plain. The northem boundary of Logging
Swvamp lies gpproximately 1,000 feet southwest of the church. Great Quittacas Pond and the outlet for Snipatuit Brook lie
approximatey 2,000 feet to the northeast. Given the information presented above, the sze of the nominated parcd (1.0
acre), the effectsof constmction for the 1790 medtinghouse, 1841 church, two carriage bams, and occupeationd-rel ated
features (trash pits, privies, wells), amoderate potentia exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources

on the property.

A high potentia exigts for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources on the church property. Stmctura evidence
may survive fromthe 1790 meetinghouse on the nominated property; the precise location is unknown. Similar evidence
may aso exist from the original gite of the 1841 medtinghouse moved 15 feet to the west onto a poured concrete
foundation in 1992-93. Stmctural evidence may aso exig from the westem carriage bam directly north of the current
building. The reer wall from this bam survives north of the current church. Stmctural evidence may dso exist from
outbuildings and a second, smdler carriage bam in the northwest comer of the lot. No visiblefraceof the latter bam
aurvives. Archaeologica evidence of occupationa-related features (frash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive onthe

property.

(end)
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Summary Statement

The North Rochester Congregational Church, a 1 72-gory wood-frame Greek Reviva church in the North Rochester
neighborhood of Rochester, Massachusetts, meets National Register Criterion A a the local leve for its importance to the
history of religion, and community planning and development in Rochester. North Rochester became a sgparate civic and
ecclesadticd entity in 1748, and built a medtinghouse (hot extant) at this location in 1790. During the following two
centuries this Ste hes remained as the primary symbol and gathering place of this mral community, especidly with the
consfruction of the current megtinghouse in 1841. The building itself meets National Regiger Criterion C a the local leve
for its importance to the town's architecture. Designed by regionally important Mattapoisett architect Solomon K. Eaton
and built in 1841, the current church building is dso an important example of aGreek Revival-style ecclesagticd

building. Owned by its congregation, the North Rochester Congregational Church is generally ingood condition, is only
dightly dtered since itsconstmction, and hes historic integrity in terms of location, design, setting, materids,
workmanship, feeling, and association. Criteria Condderations A and B apply to this religious property that was moved in
1992-93. The period of significancefor this nomination begins with the establishment of the North Rochegter parish in
this locationin 1790, as reflected by the surviving gonewallsthat likely dateto the parish's first use of thisland; the
period extendsto the 50-year cutoff, 1957, as the property remains North Rochester's Congregationa Church.

The Setting: Rochester

Rochegter isarura town in Plymouth County, 50 miles south of Boston, 49 miles eest of Providence RI, and 19 miles
northeest of New Bedford. Named after atown in England, Rochester was founded in 1679 and incorporated in 1636.
Rochegter originally was avery large town that fronted on Buzzards Bay and included most of the coastline between
Fairhaven and Cgpe Cod. Itscoagtd precincts, though, sgparated to becomethe westem part of Wareham (in 1739) and
the towns of Marion (1852) and Mattapoisett (1857). Bordered today by Lakeville and Middleborough on the north,
Freetown and Acushnet (in neighboring Bristol County) on the west, Mattapoisett on the south, and Marion and Wareham
on the eedt, Rochester covers 37 sguare miles. Topographicaly, Rochester is classified as coadd lowland, with sandy and
gravelly soils and drainege to Buzzards Bay through the Mattapoisett and Sippican Rivers. Heavily forested (o2k, pine,
and cedar), the town dso hes awide variety of wetlands natural and man-made ponds, svamps, cranberry bogs, and a
glacia kettlehole lake. Smdl linear settlements arose dong the roadways, but even Rochester Center, the location of
Town Hall, PFlumb Memoria Library, and Plumb Comer Mall, isnot densdy settled. Inthe 2000 census, Rochester
recorded 4,581 residents, or gpprox. 125 persons per squaremile.’ Although some suburban development is occurring,
Rochegter remains largely engaged infarming, logging, and recreation. A 21*' century town history proudly proclaims,
"Rochegter continues today to be that mral oasisof the mid-19* century."”

The first English immigrantsin the areanow known as Rochester arrived from Plymouth and Scituate to herd livestock
for the proprietors as early as 1649. During the century before the Revolution, much of the economic deve opment took
place largely in the coaedd precincts of "Old Rochegter:" Marion and Mattapoisett. |n present-day Rocheder, thefirst
node of sattlement was the Town Green and the (First Parish) Meeting House (1699). The earliest extant housesdate to
ca 1690, and early indusfries developing a the same timewere tar production and water-powered mills (saw, grigt,
fulling, and forge). Thesemills provided nodesfor further deveopment, which continued gradually until the secesson of
Mattapoisett and Marion in the 1850s With its main economic engines gone, Rochester entered a long period of
(continued)

' "Rochegter,” MHC Recomassanoe Survey Report, 1ine 1981; "The Officid Website of the Town of Rochedter,”

(http/Avww townafi-ochesermasscomvhigorv.htm)): "Find Report Rodhester Community-Wide Higtoric and Architecturd Sunvey
Rodhester Massadhusatts 1997-1998," Public Archaedlogy Laboratary, Inc., July 1998; "Rodhester, Massadhusats' DHCD
Massachusdts (http:/imwww.mass.gov/dhed/iprofile/250.pdf).

A Judith Hartly MacKinnon, Imeges of America Rochester (Charleston, SC: Arcadia, 2005), 8.
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devdopmentd quiescence, dthough agriculture, resource extraction, and sawmill operation (particularly for box boards
and shingles) continued unabated. Rochester's declining population recovered somewhat in the first decade of the 20"
century, spurred by cranberry cultivation and improved trangportation networks. Since the town's lagt mill dosed in 1964,
cranberry production and marketing have becomethe main industry of the town. Population increesed subgtantidly in the
1970s and continues to grow moderately, with some pressure from suburban development A

Criterion A: Rdigion

This dte and its current meeting house (built 1841) are important to the development of religion in Rochedter. In
Rochegter as in other early New England towns, the building of a church symbolized the founding of a community. The
naming of a"Ministry Woods' (for burying ground and training field; today's Town Green) in 1697 in Rochester
Canta—and the consfruction therein 1699 of the first subgtantid meeting house—established Rochegter Canter asthe
combined civic and religious center of the growing town of Rochester.Seven men sgned achurch covenant in 1703; by
1709 the church membership listed thirty-five resdents, many from the farthest reaches of "Old Rocheter,”" aress which
later became Wareham and Mattapoisett. The sscond meeting house (1717; not extant) was built acrossfrom the cemetery
gaesin Rochegter Center, but soon aso became crowded. One by one, the isolated outlying neighborhoods gppeded for
their own sgparate meeting housss and civic satus Mattapoisett was st of f as the Second Precinct of Rochester in 1735,
Wareham as a sgparate town in 1739, North Rochester as the Third Parish in 1748, and Sippican (Marion) as the Fourth
Parish in 1798. Those in each new parish/precinct built anew medtinghouse, taxing the membersof the precinct for its
consfruction and maintenance. Rochester exempted Quiekears from ministry taxes in 1709 and Baptidts later in the century,
but church taxation remained Massachusetts law until 1836, when church support was ruled voluntary. The precincts of
Mattapoisett and Marion later became sgparatetowns (in 1852 and 1857, respectively), but North Rochester did not.

On 17 November 1748, the people of North Rochester raised the framefor their first meeting house (not extant), thus
physicaly marking their ecclesiagtica indgpendence. They had begun petitioning the govermor for a sgparate precinct as
early as 1744, to sarve those who lived "in ye remote comers and parts of the severd towns aforesaid:” Rochedter,
Middleborough, Dartmouth (now Acushnet), and Tiverton (now Freetown).' The first parsonage for the North Rochester
parish was located in Acushnet, on the road from North Rochester to Long Plain Village.* The final push for the bresk
from Rochegter Center was a disagreement between North Rochester landowner Noah Sorague and the Rev. Timothy
Ruggles, who sarved as minister of the First Parish of Rochester from 1710 to 1768. Besides those in the northwestem

(continued)

A "Hnd Report Rochester Community-Wide Higtoric and Architecturd Survey Rodhester Massachusatts 1997-1998)" Public
Archasdlogy Leboratary, Inc., July 1998, D. Hamilton Hurd, ed., Higtory of Rymouth County, Massachusdtts with Biographicd
Skadhes of Many of Its Flonears and Prominent Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis, 1834); Boenezer W. Parrcg, Historic Sketdhes of
Hanson, Lakeville, Mattgpaisett, Middleboro, Reamiroke Hympton, Rodhester, Wareham, and Wt Bridgewater { Bogton, 1873).
"Rodhegter Cata—Area A," Fom A Area, Massechusdts Higtorical Commission, 1998, Mary Hall Leonard, e d., Mattgpoisett
and Old Rodheter Massadhusdtts Being a Higtory of these Toms and dso in Part of Marion and aportion of Waeem (3 . ed,
Mattgpaisett: Committee of the Town of Mattgpoisett, 1907), 72-74. Chapter V of Leonard's book, "The Early Church and the
Predncts” is the most complete and accessble history of the devdopmeant of rdigious and sodid govemance in Rochedter.
" "Third Paish in Rochegter 1744 to 1783 Handwritten ssoondary higtory, bound in "Deadf romPrecinat Agant 1841-1871, North
Rodhester Congregaiond Church," Humb Memoarid Library, Rocheter.
* Hervy B. Worth, quoted by Mrs. Josgoh A. Chamberlain, "Frst Wedding in 40 Yearsto Be Pafarmed in Rochester Church,” New
Bedford Sandard-Times 24 July 1960.
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s=ction of Rochester and neighboring arees of Middleborough and Freetown, parish membersincluded some dissdents
from Rochegter Center. In Middleborough, the territory of the parish included the area south of aline"from Pocksha Pond
due eed to the town of Carver." The mambersofficially incorporated the parish in 1753 and hired as their minister the
Rev. Thomas West, who sarved in North Rochester from its 1753 founding until his retirement in 1781.

The 1748 meeting housefor the Third Parish sood on the eest Sde of Brdey Hill Road in North Rochester, amileto the
southwest of the current site, and served the neighborhood for four decades It "was a poor smcture, built hastily because
winter was & hand and aplace of shdter for the ark of the Lord was sordy needed." * When the medtinghouse on North
Avenue was completed, Abner and Zenas Wood razed the old medtinghouse building in exchangefor itstimbers. No sign
of it exigs today. Directly to the north of the first megtinghouse was its cemetery.' Known today as the Old Parish
Camaay (MHC #804), this half-acre plot hosted burials from 1758 to 1857. Containing gpproximately thirty gones it is
surrounded by a gonewall and bordered by woods on its eest and north. Not regularly maintained and filled with mature
trees, the cametery was nominally still the property of the North Rochester Congregational Church until recently; the town
is currently in the process of taking it over. However, this discontiguous plot is not a part of this current nomination.

The Egablishment of North Rochester Congregational Church on North Avenue

The North Rochester parish moved to its current site on North Avenue in 1790 and began building its second
medtinghouse (not extant) there. By that year, the North Rochester parish had been without a minister for nearly a decede,
and decided to reorganize. "They negotiated with the first parish [of Rochester] ... for adivision line between that
precinct and these by which they relinquished a number [of memberg that belonged to the poll parish and took in alarger
number by metes and bounds which had beonged to the first parish. They then applied to the Legidature and obtained an
act of incoiporation making aterritorial parish, takinginapart of the first and second parishesin Middieboro and a part of
Freetown." " The absence of any members from Acushnet may explain part of the reasoning for moving the mestinghouse
farther north, cdloser to Middleborough. Additionally, the North Rochester parish relinquished any claim to the Ministry
Lands of the parish in "Old Rochegter," in exchangefor a cash payment of seventy pounds, six shillings, sixpence. Less
than half of the inhabitants of the North Rochester areawere Congregationdigts, and there was some thought that the new
parish might reorganize as Baptists or Friends."

The choice of the present site was important in defining the new precinct. According to A.W. Bisbee, a dissgreament
aroeover the dte of the new meeting house " A portion of the parish wished it placed on the comer neer to Stillwater

(continued)

N AW. Bigheg, "Congregationd Church, North Rochegter,” D. Hamihon Hurd, ed., Higtory of Flymouth County, Masssedhusdts with
Biographicd Sketdhes of Many of Its Fionears and Prominent Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis, 1884), 334-335.

* May Hdl Leonard, & d., Mattapoisett and Old Rodhester Massechusatts Being aHigtory of these Toms and do in Part of
Marion and aportion of Wadhem i}'*. ed., Mattgpoisett: Committee of the Town of Mattgpoisett, 1907), 80. Leonard beses her
aooourt of the founding of the North Rochester Congregiationdl Church (pp. 78-82) on an 1821 artidle by Abraham Hdmes (published
in Massachustts Higtoricd Callections, Vol. X, 2d Seies), and a samon by the Rev. John Trowhbridge.

" A\W. Bisheg, "Congregationd Church, North Rochester,” D. Hamilton Hurd, ed.. Higtory of Rlymouth County, Massadhusatts with
Biographicd Sketdhes of Many of Its Fioneers and Prominent Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis, 1884), 334-335.

Abraham Hdmes (published in Massachusatts Historical Collections, Vol. X, 2d Saies (1821)), as quated by Mary Hal Leonard,
é d., Matgpoisat and Old Rochester Massachuseits Being aHigtory of these Towns and d<o in Part of Marion and aportion of
Wadrem (3"'. ed., Mattgpoisatt: Committee of the Town of Mattgpoisett, 1907), 79.

" May Hdl Leonard, & d., Mattgpoisatt and Old Rochester Massadhusatts Being aHigtory of these Toms and do in Part of
Marion and aportion of Wardnem 3. ed., Matapoisat: Committee of the Town of Matapoisett, 1907), 80.
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Fumeace [near Black Brook, farther east], on land now owned by Luke Perkins. The timber was drawn there and
preparations mede to build. Thismovement was not a all pleasing to the Mortons, Haskells, and other families of that
portion of the parish, s the timber was quietly conveyed to the lot on which the present building gands Thisact caused a
few to withdraw andjoin the Baptist Church a Rock, Middleboro."  Although the parish long continued to contain
membeasfrom Middleborough, this location established it as clearly a Ste in Rochester that served mambersfrom the
towns eedt and west on North Avenue.

The land that became the dte of the North Rochester Congregationa Church in 1790 isfirst described in the 1673
Lothrop-Tomson Purchase, and gppears to correspond to the extreme SA comer of Plot 7. Owned by Ebenezer Lewis,
Plot 7 was alarge block of property extending from Snipatuit Brook westward—between Great Quittacas Pond on the
north and Old Middleboro Road (North Avenue) on the south—"toward Freetown.”™ The initial agreament to st adde this
l-axrelot for ameeting housewas regigtered in 1789, along-term leese from Alden and Seth Soooner of New Bedford:
"A Lot of Land lying in the Southwest comer of the farm which we bought of Sampson & Shaw, in Rochedter, to st an
house on for the public worship of the Supreme Ruler of the Universe."™ The Spooners gavethe land to the Society and
its descendants, asking only that they "make and maintain agood and sufficient Fence' around the three Sdesof the
property. They dso gtipulated that the land would revert to them or their heirs if and when the society no longer nesded it.
This leese may have been followed by a sdleof the land in 1790."

Ore of the surviving account books of the parish details the 1790-91 construction of the second meginghouse—the first
on North Avenue. In March of 1790, the proprietors voted to hire five carpenters. one to build the pulpit and two
carpenters eech to work on eech half of the meeting house. The account book then details how each mamber paid his
shareto build the medtinghouse, sometimes with cash payments but more commonly through labor, lumber, shingles,

glass, hinges, nails, or rum."™*

The Society that sugained the North Rochester Congregational Church is uncommon in that it crossed severd town
boundaries. That geographica nature, combined with its intermittent character, meant that it repestedly incorporated.
After completing its meeting house on North Avenue, the North Rochester society again incorporated, officially, on22
March 1793, as the "Congregationa Precinct in Rochegter, Middleborough, and Freetown," by an act pessed by date
govemment and signed by the leeders of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and Senate, as well as Govemor
John Hancock. Thisprecinct included the Third Parish and "sundry inhabitants' of the First Parish in Rochegter, and the
Second Precinct in Middleborough, athough inhabitants of the latter could opt tojoin the Firgt Precinct in
Middleborough. The Act officially discontinued the Third Parish in Rochester. An 1815-17 ledger for "The
Congregationd Precinct in Rochester, Middleborough, and Freetown™ liststhe names of all of thosetaxed to sudtan the
precinct, with the amount assessad to each pearson for adirect tax and for atax on "fumiture and watches™" Ancther
legidative Actin 1825 established the "Third Congregationa Precinct in Rochester, Middleborough, and Freetown."

(continued)

AW. Bisbeg, "Congregationd Church, North Rochegter,” D. Hamilton Hurd, ed., Higtory of Hymouth County, Massadhusatts with
Biographicd Sketdhes of May of Its Fioneers and Prominent Men (Philaddphia JW. Lewis, 1834), 334.

Rochester Communitywide Historical and Architectural Survey 1997-1998 (Pantucke, RI: Public Archaedlogy Laboretory, 1998),
Binder 1 130

"Lesoe [sc]fromSpooner to Society,” rec. 6 July 1789, Fymouth Co. Book 70, Folio 132-33.
“"Alden & Sah Spooner to Rodhedter Parish 1790, fragmentaryrecord bound in "Deedf romPrednct Agant 1841-1871, North
Rochester Congregdiond Church," Humb Memorid Library, Rodhedte.

"Acoount Book 1791-1840" (copy), Fumb Memarid Library, Rocheter.
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However, an 1826 legidative Act dropped "Third" and corrected the name to "The Congregationa Precinct in Rochedter,
Middleborough, and Freetown." In 1837, another "Act conceming the powers and duties of the Congregationa Precinctin
Rochegter, Middieborough, and Freetown," was passed, possibly for building the parsonage or as afirst gep towards
building anew medtinghouse. Anundated lawyer's opinion in the records indicates that even this 1837 act did not
necessily dleviate liability for the membersof the society if problems developed inrebuilding its medtinghouse. All of
these changes in the name of the parish organization (each incorporated an organization independent of the meeting
house) bring into question the exact historic name of the meetinghouse building. A sat of by-laws pessed in 1891 ad
renewed in 1963 designated the society and the building as the North Rochester Congregational Church. For the purposes
of this nomination, the historic name chosen isthe North Rochester Congregational Church, which was dearly the
designation of the later 19* and 20* centuries and was found on most maps.

The first minister for the relocated parish was the Rev. David Gumey who sarved 1791 to 1793. Among the people he
baptized a North Rochester Church was Marcus Morton, son of Nathaniel and Polly Morton of the Eagt Frestown section
of the parish. Marcus Morton sarved thrice as Govemor of Massachusetts (acting 1825; dected 184041 and 1843-44). In
1793, the parish hired the Rev. Calvin Chaddock, who served until 1805 and greetly expanded the parish. Chaddock was
ordained & North Rochester Congregational Church on 10 October 1793 by his teacher. Dr. Emmons of Franklin,
Massachusetts, who preached the ordination sermon. Onthat same day the parish adopted anew confession of faith.
Chaddock was ambitious and founded an Academy in North Rochester in 1795, a the intersection of North Avenue and
Snipatuit Road. A.W. Bisbee summarized the story of the Academy, the first private school in Rochester: "Soon after his
stlement [Chaddock] conceived the idea of building up the place. Land was purchased, buildings erected, and the
acadamy opened under favorable auspices. The school soon attained such apopularity that sudentswere atracted to it
from digant Sates. Thisenterprise involved Mr. Chaddock in debt, trouble arosein the church, and a the daose of his
pagtorate, in 1806, the school was discontinued."

The North Rochester Congregational Church then foundered: " After Chaddock's departure, the society began to decline,
and finally regular serviceswere abandoned. The building had never beenfinished.In the courseof time the windows
were broken. Owlsand batsheld possession by night, and when an occasiond service was held, to the ddlight of the little
ones, quirrels from the neighboring wood would legp on the beamsoverhead."* Two brief pastorates are recorded over
the next three decades the Rev. Ichabod Plaisted (1827-ca. 1831), a"blind preacher" from Maine, and Samud Utley
(1833-35).

The Construction of the Current North Rochester Congregationa Church Building in 1841

The North Rochester Congregationa Church experienced the third of its periodic revivas—and built itsthird (and
current) church building—during the ministry of the Rev. Isaac Briggs, who served the church from 1835 to 1857. The
socigty first raised money to build a parsonage, and then to erect anew meeting house. A committee published ancticeto

(continued)

" AW. Bishes "Congregationd Church, North Rochester," D. Hamiilton Hurd, ed.. History of Flymouth County, Massachusdts with
Biographicd Sketdhes of May of Its Fioneers and Prominent Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis, 1884), 334.

" AW. Bishes "Congregationd Church, North Rochester," D. Hamilton Hurd, ed., History of Flymouth County, Massachusetts with
Biographicd Sketdhes of Many of Its Filonears and Prominat Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis 1834), 334-33%5.
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the inhabitants of the Congregational Precinct of Rochester, Middleborough, and Freetown to meet in their medinghouse
on 14 February 1837 to decide on building a"parish house" " Presumably this refers to the parsonage built on Snipatuit
Road, which Briggs was the first to occupy. On 25 January 1841 the proprietors voted to tum over the lot and existing
medtinghouse to anew st of proprietors, on the condition that they build anew mesetinghouse. On March 9,1841, a the
legd precinct meeting, anew set of proprietorstook control of the lot and medtinghouse™' On April, 19 1841 the freasurer
produced areceipt for the Rev. Isaac Briggsto acknowledge that he had raised $400 in subscriptions to build a new

meeting houseN' Paw sdes continued throughout 1841

With funding secured, work progressed rapidly, under the direction of architect and builder Solomon K. Eaton of the
Second (Mattapoisett) Parish in Rochester. A receipt in thefilesof the church, signed "S.K. Eaton," reeds "Receved Sept.
11 1841 of the Congregationd Precinct in Rochester, Middleborough and Freetown by the hand of NC Perkins Two
Hundred and Severty Four Dollars in part payment for building aMeeting House for said Precinct."* 1n 1837, Solomon
Eaton hed designed and built the Carpenter Gothic-style First Congregationa Church in Rochester Center. During the
decade afterwards, each of the four historic Rochester parishes (Marion, Mattapoisett, Wareham, and North Rochester)
hired Eaton to build them anew Greek Revival meeting house.

Higtory of the North Rochester Congregational Church since Congtruction
After moving intoits new medtinghouse in 1841, the society prospered, built an endowment, and sugtained a succession of
minigters in the years after the Rev. Briggs retirement in 1857. Changes to the church building during the period of
significanceinduded the gradud reduction of pewsfrom the 40 sold a the time of its constmction to the 26 that remain
today. Those shown in the original pew plan that have snce been removed were the four pewson either side of the pul pit,
the four center section pews under the gdlery in the rear of the church, and the rear pew on eech sde. In 1878, for
example, the annud meeting voted both to take out one of the front pewson each sde of the pulpit, and lower the leve of
the pulpit. The possessorsof the pewswould be allowed to teke ancther empty pew in the megtinghouse. 1n 1905, a
parishionerfinancedthe ingalation of anew tin ceiling in the church. In 1916 the church purchased atwo-manua
organ—"presumebly the wood-cased organ in the northeast comer, which is no longer in use—goparently with partia
funding from Andrew Camegie”™* In 1965, the church cdebrated the acquisition of pew cushions fromthe Craigville
Congregationd Center in Chatham, Massachusetts: "We of the North Rochester Congregational church secured twenty six
of them for our pews, which have been bare from 1753 until the present time! "'

(continued)

" Misodlaneous records copied into a binder titled "Deedf romPrecinct Agent 1841-1871, North Rochester Congregetiond Church.”
Aumb Memarid Library, Rochester, MA. Soe of the church recards have bean photocopied and bound for the library; athers ramiain
inamad box in the attic of the North Rochester Congregtiond Church.

"Acoount Book 1791-1840" (copy). Fumb Memoarid Library, Rochedter.
N'DeadfromPrednat Agant 1841-1871, North Rochester Congregationd Church." Flumb Memoarid Library, Rodhedter, MA.

"Acoount Book 1841-18382" (copy). Humb Memorid Library, Rochedter.

Church records, atic. North Rochester Congregitiondl Church,
~ Mrs. Josgoh A. Chamberlain, "Frrs Weddmg in 40 Yearsto Be Paformed in Rodhester Church,” New Bedford Sandard-Times 24
July 1960.

LetterfromMarguerite Red, Clerk, in "The Rilgrim Church Regiger and Record” Archives of North Rochester Congregtiond
Church, ooy in the Humb Memoarid Library.
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From 1827 to 1916, the North Rochester Congregationa Church managed to employ afull-time minister on an ongoing
bads seveteen minigers served the parish during these 89 years”™* But the continuing mral character of the
neighborhood mede it inevitablethat the parish would struggle to find fimding both to maintain its meeting house ad
parsonage, and to support aminister. After two more years (1917-18) with asupply minister, the parish discontinued
regular sarvices. Occasiondly the minister from Marion would bicycle up to North Rochester to hold a sarvice in the
North Rochester Congregationa Church/™

In 1929, discussons beganto form alarger parish out of the severd smdl stmggling Congregationa churchesin the area,
On 17 July 1930, the Rochegter-Lakeville Congregationd parish was formed, uniting four parishesin North Rochegter,
Eagt Rochedter, Lakeville, and Taunton, under a church council of twelve (three representatives from each parish). The
merger had the full backing of the Massachusetts Congregational Conference and Missionary Society, which even
supplied funding. Two ministers were hired to servethe four churches. When it occurred, the merger was ssmnasan
exceptiond gep: "The forming of alarger parish was afirst in Massachusetts a that time""~* The merged parish propered
briefly, but afrequent tumover inministers led to problems. In 1938 the Taunton church withdrew, and asingle minister
savead al three remaining churches. Still, problems continued, and the merged parish dissolved in 1943 or 1944. The
North Rochester Congregationad Church resumed holding only occasona services. In 1947, the North Rochester
Congregationd Church sold its parsonage and bam on Snipatuit Road, which, according to the deed, it had owned and
maintained Snce 1860.

The North Rochester Congregationa Church ralied again in 1958, hired Herbert Wilber as its"permanent” minister, and
resumed regular services. The members meade nesded repairs and added the carriage lamps which hang today besidethe
front doors. When Wilber retired and left in 1963, the church hired retired minister Frederick Bliss to conduct services.
The parish smggled until 1970 or 1971, when it disbanded and locked its doors.

The latest resurrection of the North Rochester Congregationa Church began in 1990, when ten former parish membars
their neighbors, and the Rochester Historical Society teamed up to restore and reopen the church, which hed bean dosd
for two decades After evicting the raccoons, making basic repairs, and painting, the group held arededication service on
10 November 1990 and began occasiond services and secular meetings in the building. ™ In August of 1991, they
cdebrated the 150¢ anniversary of the church building. " In 1992-93, they built a concrete foundation next to the church
and moved the church onto it, allowing the building to have indoor plumbing, cenfral heat, bathrooms, akitchen, and a
reception goacefor the first timeN Students from the nearby Old Colony Regiona Vocational Technica Schoal then built
the disabled acoess ramps and dairs. |n 2002, the deteriorated belfry was removed and taken to Old Colony Regiond
Vocationa Technica School for repairs. The damege from wet rot, dry rot, and powder post beetles, however, wastoo

(continued)

~ The mingersae liged in D. Hamilton Hurd, ed.. Higtory of Alymouth County, Massechusatts, with Biographicd Skeatdhes of Many
of Its Fionears and Prominent Men (Phileddphiac JW. Lewis 1834), 335, ad "The Pilgrim Church Regigter and Record” Archives of
North Rodhester Congregational Church, copy in the Humb Memorid Library
" Mrs Josgoh A. Chambailain, "Frret Wedding in 40 Years to Be Paformed in Rochegter Church,” New Bedford Sandard- Times 24
July 1960.
AN Mrs. Josgoh A. Chambalan, "First Wedding in 40 Yearsto Be Paformed in Rochester Church," New Bedford Standard-Times 24
July 1960.

"Higtoric Rodchester Church to Reopen after 20 Years'" New Bedford Standard-Times 10 Novarber 1990.

"Rochegter Congregation Cderates™ New Bedford Slandard-Times 3 August 1991
N "Church's Ore Foundaion Almost Reedy," New Bedford Sandard-Times no date Rochester Higtorical Sodiety.
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extengve for the program to repair. They decided to fabricate areplicaof the belfiy, Sde-by-dde with theold oneasa
modd. Ingtalled in 2004, the replicawas constmcted with pressure-trested lumber and Azek, a PV C-like synthetic
materid. Robert Francis, the program instmctor a Old Colony, told ajoumalist, " | try to look for something that hes
vauetothe kids. Like thisproject... it had pogt-and-beam, it had new siding, all kinds of joineries that they would
normally never get in touch with, o it was agood project. We actualy ended up borrowing machines from contractors to
do the pogt-and-beam part of it."™

Criterion A: Community Planning and Development

The Devdopment of North Rochester

From the constmction of its first meetinghouse in 1748, the North Rochester Congregationa Church hes been the
grongest organizing principle of the linear settlement known as North Rochester. North Rochester hes dways been a
diffuse settlement gtretched out along North Avenue, once known as Old Middleboro Road, the primary trangportation
corridor between the Quittacas wetland complex to the north and the Snipatuit wetland complex to the south. North
Rochester (MHC# AreaD) was defined inarecent survey as alinear areaadong North Avenue from North Rochester
Cameay westward to Braey Hill Road (now Route 105), with two extensons southward (along Braey Hill Roed and
Snipatuit Road).  The first significant Rochester devdopment outside of Rochester Center, North Rochester was more
closdy allied to itsrural neighbors in towns to the eest and north rather than Rochester Center. Because of impassable
wetlands. North Rochester wias largely cut off from Rochester Center until 1879, when the Snipatuit Causaway opened a
direct connection. Over the course of its development, isolated North Rochester built two churches, three cameteries a
gore, sawmill, fullingmill, and iron foundry.

The greaetest concentration of historic buildingsand stesremaining in North Rochester iswithin a quarter mileto the eest
of the North Rochester Congregationa Church, near the intersection of North Avenue and Snipatuit Road. Onthis section
of North Avenue are the E. Briggs House a 283 North Avenue (1836; MHC #25), the Protestant Methodist Meeting
House a 289 North Avenue (1830, MHC #26), and the Ebenezer and Esher Bennett House and Bam a 339 North
Avenue (1727, MHC #27). After serving briefly as ardigious sfructure, the Protestant M ethodist Meeting House
functioned as a gore, pogt office, tdephone office, and house Jugt south of North Avenue a 780 Snipatuit Road is
Chaddock's Boarding House (1799, MHC #28), the North Rochester Socid Union Hall a 765 Snipattiit Road (1880), and
the Town Pound (1744, MHC #901), arare surviving sone pen for sfray livestock.

The influence of the North Rochester Congregational Church on the development of this crossroads community can most
clearly be demongrated in the case of Chaddock's Boarding House. Located on the southeast comer of North and
Snipatuit, thisbuilding isal that remains of the academy established in North Rochester by the Rev. Calvin Chaddock
after he came to sarvethe North Rochester Congregational Church in 1793. The Academy building of 1795, thefirst
private school in Rochegter, st across the sfredt, a the southwest comer of North and Snipatuit. Chaddock "acted as
pagtor of the church, principal of the academy, and landlord of the boarding house"** Chaddock adso served asa
representative to the Genera Court for Rochester in 1806. After the academy closed, itsbuilding served as a grammar

(continued)

" "Building a Better Belfry" The Wandarer 16 May 2003; S ds0, "161-Year-Old Belfiy Eams a Rest," Newv Bedford Sandard-
Times 0 Sgptamba 2002; and "Sudants not Bats in the Belfiy," Boston Globe Globe South edition, 21 November 2002,
" Rodhester Communitywide Historica and Architectura Survey 1997-1998 (Pantucket, RI: Public Archasdlogy Laboratary, 1998),
Binder 1 128

"Cheddodk's Boarding House" ROC.28, Massachusdts Higtoricd Commisson files.
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school for the Town of Rochester until it bumed in 1850. The boarding house later becamewell known as (Asa) Coombs
Tavem, asagecoach sop notorious for selling liquor o diluted that it was sored by thefirepl aceto keep itfromfreezing.
In the 1880s part of the boarding house was removed and moved dsewhere as a second house. Of the extant commercid,
industrial, and ingtitutional buildingsin North Rochester, all have been converted to domestic uses; only the North
Rochegter Congregational Church continues initsorigina use

Criterion C: Architecture

The North Rochester Congregational Church is significant for its architecture, both as the design of aregiondly important
architect, Solomon K. Eaton (1806-1872), and as an excdlent example of Gresk Reviva architecture used for an
ecclesadticd building.

Solomon K. Eaton, Architect and Builder

Thetraditiond attribution of North Rochester Congregationa Church to Mattapoisett architect Solomon K. Eaton is found

in the 1907 "Old Rochester” town history:
Between the years 1837 and 1845 all five of these Congregationa churchesthus formed out of the old First
Church in Rochester had new houses of worship of similar architecture, for which Solomon K. Eaton of
M attapoisett was architect and builder. The one a Wareham was bumed in 1904, and hes been replaced by a
building of different architectura style. The other four of these meeting-houses [Rochester, North Rochetter,
Marion, and Mattapoisett] are still inusa They all beong to what hes been called the Third or Christopher Wren
gyle of New England church architecture, though modified by the fact thet al have square belfriesingead of the
usud pointed saire’™

The attribution of North Rochester Congregationa Church as an Eaton design is now confirmed by discovery of the

receipt sgned by Eaton, in the papers stored in the attic of the church.

Solomon Keith Eaton was bom (1 October 1806) and died (9 October 1872) in Middleborough, Massachusetts He wes

the son of Solomon Eaton of Middleborough and Polly Keith of Bridgewater, who were married 11 September 1796 in

Middleborough. Solomon K. Eaton was a seventh-generation descendant of Mayflower passenger Francis Eaton.™

Solomon K. Eaton married Maria Rogers (1811-1846) on December 29, 1833, in Mattapoi stt; they hed 2 daughtersand a

son who died ininfancy. Solomon K. Eaton's second wife, Sussn M., was bom in 1819 Solomon K. Eaton died in 1872,
(continued)

" May Hal Leonad, & d., Matapoisett and Old Rochester Massadhusatts Baing aHigtory of these Toms and d<o in Part of
Marion and aportion of Wareham (3. ed., Mattgpoisatt: Committee of the Toan of Mattgpoisatt, 1907), 90-91.

"Centrd New Bedford Higoric Digtrict," NRHP nomination, 1976. See do Mayflower Families Vd. 9: Family of Frandis Eaton,
19%6.
" Much of the genedlagicd information in this paragrgoh comesfromMassachusdtts Vital Reoords to 1851, NEHGS online index.
These dates can be tracad to the recards of the Ssoond Paish of Rodhedter (Mattgpoisatt) and gravestone recardsfromGuehing
Carday, neer Menddl's Comer, in Mattgpoisett, where Ecton is buried. The New Bedford Mercury, 3 January 1834, d0 confirms
the 1833 marriage "'In Matagpoisat, on Sunday evening lagt, by Rev. Mr. Robhing Mr. Solomon K. Eaton, of Bargan, N.Y. to Miss
MaiaS Rogas of Mattgpoisat." No ather New Y ork reference is known. See dso May Hdl Leonard, e d., Matgpoiset and Old
Rodcheter Masssechusatts Being aHigtory of these Towns and d o in Part of Marion and aportion of Warenem (3*. ed,,
Mattgpoisett: Committee of the Town of Mattgpoisett, 1907), 379 and 396. Thefirstdraft of this nomination saved as the bedis for an
ovaview atide Timothy Orwig, "Solomon K. Eaton: New Bedford Architect and Builder," New Bedford Presarvation Sodey
Newndetter April 2007: 4-5.
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while superintending the completion of his last design, the Middleborough Town Hall (NR), which was dedicated in
1873 Solomon Eaton was a deacon in the Second Parish (Mattapoi sett), and rated as aman " of vaueto the community
as well as the church,”" according to the town history:

Mr. Eaton was an architect and the builder of his own and four or more other mesting-houseswithin the limits of
old Rochegter territory; the first Lieutenant of Company |, 3d Regiment, M.V.M., in the Civil War; and a5
organigt or choirmagter for fifteen or twenty yearshe maintained a andard of church music sddom attained ina
gndl community.

Solomon K. Eaton was amember of the proprietors who raised funds to purchasethe building lot for the meeting house in
Mattapoisett in 1841. He served &s clerk for the Second (Mattapoisett) Parish (1865-70) and for the precinct (1868-72).
Beyond the parish, he sarved as a gate assamblyman representing Rochester (1846-47, before Mattapoisett separated in
1857),and as an agent (1851 -54) for the whaling vessds sailing from Mattapoisett.” Hislarge Mattapoisett home is a
landmark, often mistaken for a captain'shouse.

Further information on the architectura career of Solomon Eaton comesfrom the newspgper in New Bedford, the city
dos=st to Mattapoisett, where Eaton adso worked and hed an office. In 1837, the New Bedford Mercury covered the
dedication of the First Parish Meseting House in Rochester, and hegped unusud praise on Eaton:

The edifice was designed by and executed under the superintendence of Solomon K. Eaton of Mattapoisett, and
for neatness, taste, and beawty is probably not surpassed by any building of the kind in the Old Colony. The house
was built by confract with Mr. Eaton—eight individuals of the parish taking the responsibility and risk upon
themsdves, with no other inducement than to benefit the society; and itis highly gratifying to the buildersto sse
the people come forward and sugtain them in <o laudable an enterprise™

Thirty-five yearslater the same New Bedford newspaper carried Eaton's obituary, reporting that "he had a wide
reputation as acivil engineer, architect and builder . . . and [wag] actively interested in the temperance question and in
music. He had an officein this city for many years, and many buildingsin this part of the State are of hisdesigning.""*

Solomon K. Eaton is dso tangentialy significant for fraining awell-known Boston architect, Willard Sears (1837-1920).
Bom in New Bedford, Searsintemed in the Union Sfreet officein New Bedford that Eaton maintained for many years™"

(continued)

Gratdhen Schuler, "Middleborough Town Hall," MHC Form B, 1985.

May Hall Leonard, e al., Matapoiset and Old Rocheter Massachusetts Being a History of these Towmns and d<o in Part of
Marion and aportion of Wadhem (3*. ed., Mattgpoisett: Committee of the Town of Mattgpoisatt, 1907), 251.

D. Hamilton Hurd, ed., History of Fymouth County, Massachusatts with Biographicad Sketidhes of May of Its Flonears and
Prominent Men (Philaddphiac JW. Lewis, 1884), 338.

Mary Hall Leonard, & d., Mattgpoisatt and Old Rochester Massachusatts Being aHigtory of these Toms and d o in Part of
Marion and aportion of Warenem (3*. ed., Matapoisat: Committee of the Town of Mattagpoisett, 1907), 149, 187, 183, 240, 248, ad
2.
> Nav Bedford Mercury 6 October 1837: 3.

* "Ohituary,” New Bedford Mercury 10 October 1872; the same dete carries an earlier notice of Ezton being struck with gpoplexy
whileworking in Middieborough.
" Bruce E. Bames "Three Victorian Architects" New Bedford Preservation Sodety Newdeter Octobar 2004: 5-6.
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In 1860 Sears moved to Boston, and eventually entered ahighly successful partnership with Charles A. Cummings,
designing such landmarks as the New Old South Church (1874) and the South End's landmark Cycdlorama Building
(1884). After Cummings retired in 1890, Sears continued a solo practice, mogt hotably producing the Isabella Stewart
Gardner musaum (1902) and the Provincetown Monument (1910).

At lesst seventeen surviving houses, churches, and other civic buildings in southeestem Massachusetts are atfributed to
Solomon K. Eaton of Mattapoisett.*' His church designs includethe First Parish Church (1845, MHC #201) and First
Trinitarian Congregationd Church (1862, MHC #51) in Bridgewater, First Congregational Church (1841, MHC #39) in
Marion, Mattgpoisett Congregational Church in Mattapoisett (1842, MHC #32), and Rochester's First Congregationd
Church (1837, MHC #3) and North Rochester Congregational Church (1841, MHC #24). Eaton was known for domestic
designsas well; besdesthe Rochester First Congregationa Church Parsonage (1828, MHC #177), Eaton was responsible
for the Abby Taber Hunt House (1855, MHC #1126) in New Bedford"* and four houses in Mattapoisett: James W. Dexter
House (1856, MHC #204), Jonathan H. Holmes House (1858, MHC #212), Lemud LeBaron House (1844, MHC #214),
and the Solomon K. Eaton House (1855, MHC #31), his own residence. Hiscivic buildingsinclude the Bridgewater
Academy (1868, BRD.52), Bridgewater Town House (MHC #53), Middleborough Town Hall (1873, MHC #384), and the
New Bedford Public Library (1856, MHC #220). Additionally, Eaton hes been credited with the design of the East
Bridgewater Bank (ca. 1836, MHC #122), a building designed for commercid and domestic purposes. Not al of these
afributions, however, have been conclusively documented.

These buildings cover the variety of architectura styles popular during his long career, from Federd in the 1820s to Greek
Reviva in the 1830s through the mid 1850s, and Italianate in the 1850sand 1860s. Notable exceptions includethe
Rochegter First Congregationd Church, which shadesfrom Greek Reviva into Carpenter Gothic. The original stylistic
character of the New Bedford Public Library (now City Hall) hes been obscured by numerous enlargements ad
reworkings. Eaton's final project, the large wood-frame Middleborough Town Hall, isalate use of Itaianate for acity
hall. The building was extensively restored, including "original paint colors and decorative treatments,” in 1999-2000.*'

North Rochester Church and Greek Revival Architecture

Beddesits architect Solomon K. Eaton, North Rochester Congregationd Church is dso significant as an excdlent
example of Greek Reviva architecture used for an eccesiagtica building. The Greek Reviva characterigtics of the
building are mogt prominent on the symmetrical southem facade, including the four unfluted Doric pilesters, the wide
divided trim band below the comice, and the prominent triangular gable pediment. The Doric pilasters mark the comers of

(continued)

*' These atributions are primarilyfromMACRIS records, crosschecked againg MHC aurveys, as updated to 2 Jan. 2007. MHC
numbass for eech are endossd in parantheses harg, after the date MACRISligs 15 designs for Eaton. The Hunt House in New
Bedford is missngfromthe MACRISligts, as well as the Marion Church. Survey formsfil edby the Marion Higtorical Commission
credit this Sdomon Eaton design, as well s two others, to a Sah Eaton of Mattapoisett. No mention of Sath Eaton can befound in
Mattgpoisatt records Further reseerch mey prove dl three to be the work of Solomon Eaton. The ather two Marion buildings are the
Frg Universdig Church (MHC #49) and Firgt Universdist Church Rectory (MHC #275), both completed in 1833,

"Swan Buildings" UMASS Datmouth Swain Schodl of Desgn—Archives and Soedd Collections
(http:/AMww lib.umassedW ARCHIVES/swan/bulidingshtmn. Accessed 19 Decambar 2006. Note misspdling of "buildings' in web
address In 2006, Svain no longer owned the building; its private ovner oparated it as a bed and breekfedt.

Middeborough Ceanter Historic Digtrict, NRHP nomingtion, 2000: 7.21. The only Eaton buildings currently on the NRHP are this
building and the New Bedford Public Library (City Hall), both as parts of districts. No Eaton building hes bean individudly liged on
the NRHP before
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the south facade (doubling as comerboards) and visually support the square belfiy ssmcture. These Doric pilagters ae
simplified to a shaft and capita with a squared abacus that supports the entablature. The three-part wall entablature is an
unfiguredfriezeand archifrave, clearly divided by afrim board, supporting a projecting comice. Thettiangul arpediment
hes an undecorated, dgpboarded, tympanum and prominent raking comices. The symmetrical east and west devations of
the building continue the three-part wall entablature of the south facade, with single pilasters’comerboards on the north
and south ends The belfiy repeatsthese samemotifs. The gallery front onthe insgde of the hall can be reed as asingle
wall entablature.

Although the term "meeting houss' was still usad by North Rochester when it built this ssmcture, Puritan megtinghouses
hed evolved significantly over the two centuries since they first were erected. No longer were they the house-like
foursquare buildingsof the 17* century, or the 18* century's rectangular buildings with door and pul pit onthelong
ddes. * Beginning early in the 18* century, the post-fire London churches of Christopher Wren hed begun to influence
grongly the Anglican churchesbuilt incoagtd New England cities, such as Christ Church (Old North; 1723) in Boston,
with its geble roof, tower, and spire. Asthe 18* century progressed, prominent Puritan meetinghouses such as Old South
(1729) in Bogton adopted the tower and spire, if not yet the tower main entry. After 1750, James Gibbs design of S
Martin in the Fidds in London fiirther influenced many of the larger city churches™' After the Revolution, the Federd-
syle church—devdoped by Charles Bulfinch and popularized by Asher Benjamin in his subbsequent designs and pattem
books—solidified this idea of aprominent end entry, through a porch or portico, with abelfry tower and spire aop the
tower and/or building roof. The pulpit gradualy moved to the far end, even in more conservative mral arees. Asthe 19*
century progressed, "Congregationa™ placesof worship, now often known as churches, adopted Greek Revivd style:
The Greek Reviva, amuch smpler mode than its Federa predecessor, featured a portico of imposing and largely
unomamented Doric columns with asimilarly plain pediment above. Its ingpiration was nothing from Chrigtian
history but rather derived from the 'pagan’ temples of Hellenic antiquity, of which it was a modem-day
appropriation. Many, if not mogt, of these meetinghouses were cgpped with a stegple, which rests on the body of
the church itself rather than extending partly over the portico in the Federd mode.™
Smdler and more rura parishes such as North Rochester often digpensed with the portico, steeple, Doric columns, ad
other stylisticflourishes,expressing their piety insimple plain pilasters, entablatures, and boxy belfry. After the daborate
towers and ddlicate fanlightsof the Federd period, these smple-lined churches of the Greek Revival must have seamned
both new and reassuringly fraditional.

The Gresk Revival in Americamay be said to have begun in 1818 in Philadel phia, with both the constmction of the

Second Bark of the United States (designed by William Strickland) and the publication of John Haviland's The Builder's

Assgant, "the first American book to givethe Greek orders"N The first Greek Reviva church in New England was S

Paul's Episcopd Church in Boston, designed by Alexander Parris. The Greek Reviva was "an architecturd revolution

againg which the rock of Boston conservatism would avail nothing. . . . Like the germ of influenza, it swept on across the

[Atlantic] ocean, through the Eagt and South, and into the rawest settlements, even beyond the Mississippi."™ Gresk
(continued)

Philip D. Zimmeman, "Congregationd Churches”" The Encydopediaof Newv England: The Culture and Higtory of an Americen
Region, ed. Burt FenUich and David H. Watters (New Haven: Yde UP, 2005), 98-99.

For a adained discusson of the evolution of the medting house formin New England, see William H. Fieson, ., American
Buildings and their Architects Vdume 1, the Colonia and Neodassicd Syles (New York: Oxford UP, 1970) and Pater W. Williams,
Housss of God: Region, Rdigion, and Architecture in the United Sates (Urbana U of IL Press 1997).

Pater W. Williams, Houses of God: Region, Rdigion, and Architecture in the United Sates (Urbana U of IL Press 1997), 12
" Maaus miiffen, American Architecture Vdume 1. 1607-1860 { Camhndge M.I.T. Press 1981), 161
" Wate H. Kilham, Bogton after Bulfinch: An Acoount of Its Architecture 1800-1900 (Cambxidge Harvard UP, 1946). 19,



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet North Rochester Congregational Church
Rochester (Plymouth), M A
Section number _8 Page 13

Reviva architecture was popular acrossthe United States from 1820 to 1860, and represented a significant departure from
British influencefor American architects” In the ssoond quarter of the 19* century, Americans embraced the Gresk
Revival asanationd style, not only architects but dso builders, patrons, and consumers of architecture. Architectural
historian William Fierson summarized its importance:
The Greek Reviva was the first pervasve and sdf-conscious nationalistic movement in American architecture.
Although itsinitial impetus came a the professiona level, where it was used for govemment buildingsall over
the land, the total national character came a the folk level, where it achieved the same fulfillment of aspiration
toward architectural independence as Jefferson's idedligtic adaptation of Roman architecture did more than a
quarter of acentury ealierN*
Although we know nothing of Eaton'straining as a builder and architect, we do know that aryone successfully working in
building a that time would have understood and been able to execute the dements of Gresk Reviva style. Eaton mogt
likely learned the principlesof Greek Revival through gpprenticeship or architectura guidebooks such as those by Asher
Benjamin, two common sources of folk or vemacular architecture.

The North Rochester Congregational Church can be sean asa consarvative design even for its architect, Solomon K.
Eaton. His Carpenter-Gothic First Parish Church of 1837 in Rochester Center would have been styligtically adventurous,
his four other Rochester Churches, dthough of later date, were all completed in the long-established Gresk Revivd style.
Of thesefour, the North Rochester gppearsto be the amalest, the only one where the front portico columns have bean
reduced entirdly to pilasters. The interior was probably a conservative design aswell. Asthe Puritan meeting house gave
way to the Gresk Reviva church, itsinterior aso evolved, aspart of atrend toward increased comfort and uniformity in
the desgn and decoration. Jane Nylander hes described this process "The yearswhich saw agradud architectural change
from meeting houseto church in New England dso saw the dominant interior goaces. . . increasingly warmed with
artificial light, gove-generated heet, and decorative textiles. . . . At the very time New England's meeting houses were
becoming more church-like, they were aso becoming more home-like."" But these changes gopeer to have come lateto
North Rochegter, possibly long after its constmction. In churchesinisolated country settlements like North Rochester, this
evolution must havetaken longer to occur than in city churches.

Archaeological Significance

While saverd ancient Stes have been recorded in the town of Rochegter, only small aressof the town have been
sysematicaly surveyed, limiting the local and regional vaue of these archaeologicad recoveries. Mot dtesin thetown
have bean identified on the basis of limited collections and the recollections of collectors. Little reliable information
relating to Ste type and fiinction is known on asite-gpecific bads, and any town-wide pattems or modds are, a the best,
fragmentary. Given thisinformation, any steslocated on church property or in the town could be significant. Artifact or
feature recoveries from steswithin the district may contribute important information relating to site function and type.
That information might in tum enablethat site to beintegrated into asystematic community wide study of prehistoric
subsgence and settlement pattemns for the town. Prehigtoric stesin the district may contain information that helps

(continued)

" Leopdd Amaud, "Foreword," in Tabot Hamlin, Gresk Revivd Architecturein America, 1944 (rpt. New York: Dover), Xv.

* William H. Aerson, ., American Buildings and their Architects: Vdume 1, the Colonid and Neodassicad Qyles (New York:
Oxford UP, 1970), 432.

" Je C. Nylander, "Toward Comfort and Uniformity in New Engand Medting House, 1750-1850," New England Meding House
and Church: 1630-1850, Ed. Peter Banes and Jane Montague Benes, Dublin Saminer for New Engand Folklife: Annud Procesdings
19/9 (Bogon: Bogton University, 1979): 86-100; 86.
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undersand the growth of Contact Period core areasin this region, and their relationship to other important core arees
within the Taunton River drainage. Lithic materias and other archaeologica resources a stesin the disfrict might
contain information that helps understand pattems of development in the areg, including the growth of the Smal Semmed
Point Tradition asan in situ development for the southeestem Massachusetts region.

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information related to the early settlement of
Rochegdter, the ecclesiagtical history of the town, the architecturd history of Rochester's medtinghouses and churches, and
the rolethis site played as the primary symbol and gathering placefor this mral community. Additional historic ressarch
combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may locate sfructura evidence of the 1790 sscond medtinghouse, and the
origina dte of the 1841 meetinghouse. Both structures are bdieved to be located on the nominated property.
Archaeologica resources may identify portions of the 1790 ssmcture, bams, carriage bams, outbuildings, ad
occupationda-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) that were reused a the origina dte of the 1841 gmcture and &t its
present location. At least two carriage bams, no longer extant, have been identified with the 1841 smcture. Stmcturd
evidence from the second and third medtinghouses, together with detailed anayss of the contents of occupationd-related
features may contribute important information related to the architecturd characteristics and congmction materias used
for eech gmcture. Archaeologica evidence from bams, outbuildings and the contents of occupationd-related festures
may aso contribute important evidence related to the activities conducted on the property, and the socid, cultural, and
economic activities associated with the parishioners and the North Rochester community. The information presented
above may contribute important evidence that indicates why and how this location and related structures developed &s the
primary symbol and gathering place for this community.

(end)
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(end)
10. Boundary Description

TheNationa Register boundary for this property corresponds to the legal boundary of the lot, known as Plot 5 onthe
Town of Rochester Assessor'sMap 44. This 10 acre parcd contains a single building—the North Rochester
Congregationad Church. Thislot, addressed as 289 North Avenue, Rochester, Massachusetts, was st of f as the Ste of the
North Rochester meeting house in 1789, and has been legally distinct Snce 1790. This nearly rectangular lot meeaures
380 ft dong North Avenue, 381.35 feet long a the rear, 108 ft. degp on its eestem end near the church, and 115 ft. deegp a
its western end.

Boundary Jugtification
The nominated property includes the entire parcd associated with the North Rochester Congregationa Church.

(end)
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Additional Documentation—Photographs

Timothy Orwig was the photographer for al the photogragphs, which were taken on 8 December
2006, and the negdtives are in his possesson. All of the photographs show the North Rochester
Congregationd Church, Rochester, Plymouth County, Massachusetts

1 Looking northeadt, showmg the south and west facades, pole fence, and sgnboard.
2. Looking north, showing the south fafade and signboard.

3. Looking northwest, showing the south and eest facades, pole fence, and front sgps and
disabled ramp.

4. Looking west, showing the eedt fafade.
5. Looking southeest, showing the north facade and disabled aooess ramp.
6. Looking eedt, showing the west faBade.

7. Looking southeedt, showing mortared remnant reer wall from the westemn carriage bam, and
drylaid gone wall beyond. Note the dissbled aooess ramp, a the rear of the church, right.

8. Interior: Front of the sanctuary, showing the platform, pulpit, and organ. Taken from thereer
(south) galery, looking northeedt.

9. Interior: Front of the sanctuary, showing the platform, pulpit, and box pews The hymn
numberboard is atached to the westem chimney sack. Taken from the rear (south) gdlery,
looking northwest. Nate the profile of the galery front to the left.

10. Interior: Front vestibule, beneeth the gdlery (note doping ceiling). Looking southeest,
showing the westem dairway into gallery, pressed tin pandson the walls, and westem front
double door.

11. Interior: Front vestibule, beneeth the gdlery (note doping ceiling). Looking eest, showing the
westemn door between the vestibule and sanctuary, westem dairway into gallery, and pressed tin
onthewals.

12. Interior: Reer of the sanctuary, showing the galery and eestem doorway into the reer
vegtibule. Note the chamfered (below) and boxed (above) gdlery pogt. Note dso the coved
ceiling covered with pressad tin pands, and the trgp door and ladder leeding form the gdlery to
the attic. Taken from the northeest comer, looking southwest.
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North Rochester Congregationd Church and carriage sheds, shown in aca 1890 photograph.
Flesof the Rochester Historical Society.
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Five Rochegter church buildings desgned by Solomon K. Eaton. [llustrations teken from Mary H.
Leonard, "Church of Rochedter: Five Kindred Churches—Ecdho of the Recent Bicentenary” (ca
1903, bassd on intema evidence).
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North Rochester Congregationa Church Site Data Shet

Rochegter, Plymouth County, MA Pogel of 1

Ste Data She
North Rocheger Congregational Church, Rocheser, Plymouth County, M assachusetts

Date of Type of

Structure/Landscape/Feeture Condtruction Resource
North Rochester Congregationa

Church 1841 Building
Cariage Bam Wall before 1890 Structure
Sone Wall ca 179091 Structure
Signboard ca 1993 Object
Pole Fence ca 1993 Object

Contributing
or Not (NC)

Contributing
Contributing
Contributing
NC

NC

Direction from the North Architect or Desgner
Rochester Cong. Church (if knovra)

Solomon K. Eaton
N
N,E
S

S

Total: 5 1 contributing building, 2 contributing structures, and 2 non-contributing objects.
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusdtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
November 30, 2007 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether
Nationa Regiger of Historic FHlaces

Department of the Interior RECEIVED 2280
Nationa Pak Service
1201 Eye Stret, NW, 8* floor DECS Y

Washington, DC 20005

fISTORC RAU
Dear Mr. Loether:

Endosaed please find the following nomination form:
North Rochester Congregational Church, 289 North Ave., Rochester (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

cC Timathy Orwig, conauitant
Betty Beaulieu, Rodhegter Higtoricd Commission
North Rochester Congregationd Church
Richard Nunes, Chair, Board of SHedmen
Chair, Rochegter Hanning Board
Richard LeCamara, Tovn Adminigtrator

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



The Commonwedlth of M assachusdtts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

February 4, 2008

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

North Rochester Congregational Church, 289 North Ave., Rochester (Plymouth), MA
The nomination was retumed by the National Regigter staff on January 17, 2008, for clarification
of the period of significance. MHC staff has amended the nomination form as requested to
consggently define the Period of Significance. The cover form of section 8, page 1 of section 8§,
and pege 6 of section 7 are now conggent, noting a period of significancebeginning in 1790 ad
ending in 1957.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

Enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc
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Mr. J. Pal Loether

Nationd Regde of Higoric Haoes
Degoatmeant of the Interior

Nationd Pak Savice

1201 Bye Stregt, NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20006

Dea Mr. Loether:
Endosad are corrected pagesfor the North Rochester Congregational Church, Rochester
(Plymouth), MA nomination. These have previoudy been faxed to Patrick Andrus on

March 27, 2008. Fleasereplace Section 7, pages 1 and 6, and Section 8, pages 1 and 6
with the enclosed.

Snoady

Besy Hid gaag
Nationd Regide Director
Massachusdts Higoricd Commisson

CcC: Betty Beaulieu, Rochester Historical Commission
Timothy Orwig, consultant
North Rochester Congregationa Church

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. date, ma us'ssc/mhc



