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See Instructions In How to Complete National Register Forms IMiiii MM

Type all entries—complete applicable sections
1- Name *

historic ~A[€olonel BenjamirA”lmond/House (profcrrg™!”
7!

axdo common River Bend Farm

2. Location

dregt & numbe 643 Simonds Read.--(Roy;fee--fr? j*I"  notfor publication
city, town ViilliamstovTn M/A vicinity of
state Massachusetts oode 025 couty Berkshire code 003
3. Ciassification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X. buildlng(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object A In process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. and Mrs. David J. Loomis
drest & numba 643 SiiRonds Road (Route 7)

city, town NilliamstovTn M/A vicinity of date M assachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. AN AARL N NN NN AN NYAN AN anQ .- Mty nf FieeHs
street & number 65 Park Street
city, town Adams sae M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Historic Assets of the
titlte Commonweal t h, #215 has this property been determined eligible? yes

dete 1977 federal X state county

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Colnln gsi nn

city, town Boston date MassaphuRPf-t.q

01267

01220

no

local



1. DeSCFiptiOn CJ onel Benjamin Simond House, Williamstown, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
X excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site
good ruins X. altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Col onel Benjam n Sinond House i sa substantial, yet sinmple, Georgian
period farmhouse |ocated 1%m les north of WIlliamstown Center. The
property contains slightly over 1%acres of |and and consists of the 18th
century dwelling, and a late 19th century barn and m | k house. Adjacent

to thefarms southern boundary i stheBoston and Maine Railroad,, which
dates from 1859, and t he Hoosic River.

The 2%story, five bay, central chimey, clapboard structure i s of
timber frame construction with a single story shed attached tothe rear.
It stands on a foundation of drylaid [imestone, marble and fieldstone.

Al though thedwelling essentially retains itsoriginal 18thcentury form
alterations can be seen i nthe main entry and i nt heuse of slate as

a roof covering.

The principal, five-bay facade, which faces east, contains w ndows of
6/6 sash set i nnolded frames. This elevation, spare i nornamentation,
is highlighted by a center entry which was enhanced early i nthe 19th
century with flanking Tuscan pilasters.

Both thenorth and south elevations areidentical 1 ndesign andcontain
simple gable returns. Each i stwobays deep with 6/6 w ndows placed
symmetrically on thefirst and second floors. [ naddition, thereis a
single 44 wndow | ocated at theattic level.

Attached tothenorthern foortion of therear facade i sa sinple tvvotba?/,
one-story gable roofed ell measuring approximtely 20" by 40'. A simple
recessed porch entry i slocated on thesouthern side of this extension.

The interior of theColonel Sinond House retains a considerable degree of
original detailing. This i sseen primarily i nthefront roonms which contain
early built-in cupboards, wainscoting and chair rails. | naddition, the
original raised panelling on thehearth wall and crown molding continue

to exist i nthe north parlor. The kitchen also exhibits early features

as seen i ntheoriginal fireplace with its beehive oven and the w de
vertical plank boards which form thewalls of theroom

Al though theearliest outbuildingsno |onger exist, ones dating from

the late 19t hcentury built toreEI ace theoriginal ones do remain.

These structures - a barn and m |k house - are sinple, clapboard, timber
frame buildings and arelocated i nt he southwest portion of the property.



8. Significance Colonel Benjamin Simond House, Williamstown, Mass.

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 _ K_ archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _JL architecture education _JL military social/
_X_1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce JL_ exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications Industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates jiyyQ Builder/Architect jynnnnnnn

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Colonel Benjamn Sinmond House i ssignificant as a fine exanple of
rural New England Georgian architecture and as a synbol of theearly

devel opment of Wl liamstown. Il t i sone of three intact m d 18t h century
farmhouses still standing i ntown andi sadditionally important for

its association with t heoriginal owner, who played a pivotal rolei n

the community's early settlement andparticipatedas a commnding officer
in theRevolution at theBattle of Bennington and Wiite Plains. Retaining
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location andsetting, the
property neets criteria A B, and C of t heNational Register of Historic
Pl aces.

Born on February 13, 1726 i n\Ware, Massachusetts, Benjam n Simond enlisted
as a sentry i ntheFrench and Indian War at Fort Shirley, and v/as soon
transferred t oFort Massachusetts at East Hoosic. On August 26, 1746,
the fort fell totheFrench andIndian forces, and Sinond, along with

28 other soldiers, was taken captive and sent t oQuebec. Releasedi n

the spring of 1748, he returned t oWest Hoosic, nowW | liamstown, and
purchased land t hefollowingyear inthe western section of this township.
In 1752 he constructed a house and tavern on t heproperty, but by 1769
nmoved t ot henorth side of theHoosic River where he built t hefarmhouse
and tavern now known as River Bend Farm

he of t hecomunity's nmost prom nent early citizens, Benjamn Sinond
was instrumental i ndeveloping theyoung town of Wlliamstown i n the
years preceding theRevolution andassisted i nitsincorporation i n
1765. Anong his contributions tothecomunity arethebuildingof

the block house i nl1754, planning thetown's first church i n1766, and
helping tol ayout a newhburial ground adjacent tothechurch i n 1766.
After theRevolution, he continued tobe active i nlocal affairs, and
in 1790 he oversaw t heconstruction of West College, thefirst building
of Wlliams College.

o
n
ge

In addition tohis wide range of civic activities, Colonel Sinmonds also
served i ntheRevolution and acted as t hecommander of t he Second Berk-
shire County Regi ment, which was formed i nMay, 1776. I nthis position,
he led his troops i ntheBattle of Bennington i n1777 and | ater fought
in thebattles at White Plains and Stone Arabia, New York.

Archaeol ogical Potenti al

The land surrounding t heColonel Benjam n Sinond House should be con-
sidered tocontain discrete andscattered cultural material deposits

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

Brooks, Robert R R W Il ianmstown, theFirst 200 Years.
Massachusetts.

Brown, Wlliam BB WIlliamstown History.

1953, WIliamstown,

(Conti nued)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property j e

Quadrage name Williamstown, Mass Vt. Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UMT References
JJLs. 16l4-i619 OIOI 14171312 1115 1O B + J 11 11 1
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
JI.11le e
ELJJ ij-L FLU L1
GILJ JL Hi, I rrard LU s

Verba boundary description and justification

See attached Assessor Map, Plat #114,

Sheet 127 and Plan of property, Kenneth G. and Edith H. Ware, Book 240G,

Page 88, Northern Berkshire Registry of Deeds.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

code county

sState

N/A

county

aoce
11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie, Preservation Planner,
namefite Berkshire County Regional Planning Commission

sState

organizationMassachusetts Historical Commission dae April,

telephone (6.17)

dregt & numbar 294 Washington Street

city or town Boston

dae M assachusetts

code

ocode

with James N. Parrish,

1983

727-8470

02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for tne National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-

665),
according to the criteria and procedures setforth bythe National Park Service,

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
State Historic Preservation Officer

tite Massachusetts Historical Commission date
For NPS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
AN N Entered In tlui
/ National Eej*Ifltai date
"Keeper of the National RegBter
date

Attest:
Chief of Registration

I hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated

9/ /1 <nrn
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Continuation shest Williamstown, Mass. ltennumbe 8 and 9 Page 1

ltem Nunber 8: Significance (Continued)

as well as t hesubsurface remains of past structures and | and usefeatures
dating fromthelate 18ththrough m d 20th centuries. An archaeological
testing strategy designed tolocate and sanple this conponent and t he
analysis and interepretation of those results may contribute important
information for our understanding of past activities associated with

the house and past rural |ifeways i ngeneral.

In addition, thearea possesses significant potential forthepresence
of prehistoric remains. Known historically as Hoosac Meadow, t he
vicinity of thehouse along theriver has traditionally been saidt o
contain prehistoric cultural materials. Despite disturbances produced
by constructionof theFitchburg Railroad, artifacts were found as |ate
as 1887. The site's location on t he Hoosac River, probably a major
transportation corridor for aboriginal populations, tends t o support
the accuracy of these historic assertions.

ltem Nunber 9: Major Bibliographical References (Continued)

Danforth, Judge Keyes. Boyhood Rem niscences. 1895, Gazlay Bros., NY.

Child, Hamilton. Gazetteer of Berkshire County, Mass. 1885, Journal
Office, NY.

Moore, H Parker. AlLife of Gen. John Stark of NH 1949, HP M
Publisher, NY.

Niles, Grace G The Hoosac Valley. 1912, G Putnamis Sons, NY.
Perry, W L. LL.D. Origins i nWIlliamstown. 1894, Charles Scribner, NY.
Perry, Bliss. Colonel Benjamn Sinond 1726-1807. 1944, privately printed,

"Inventory Analysis." WIlIliamstown, January 1977, Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion.
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Simond, CoL Benjamin, House
Berkshire County
MASSACHUSETTS

cn resubmission A
EH nomination by person or local government

e owner objection

CH appeal

Substantive Review: * sample e request n appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acx”uisltion Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent I | deteriorated unaltered

EZ gl)d CZI ruins cn altered

e fair Il unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) pliysical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CD completeness

cn clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| |dates

I I'boundary selection

Worl<ing No.. AG

Fed. Reg. Date:

Date Due:

tjn-

*c o

RETUR
.ntJbUlI

Federal Agency:

3

NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one

original site

moved

AN

N

date.

/-j 77—
9A /S > -

AN | A >



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify ljelow

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

cn completeness

e clarity 1 ?'\\

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. ajor Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to .

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet





















COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

[ITTTTT R?<] Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HIQ |-/"p|/-kKA] Boston, Massachusetts
OlUniUML 02108 MICHAELJOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

July 20, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places

National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washir*ton, DC 20240

Dear M. Shull:

Enclosed you will find the following ncmination forms:

Boston - Qiarles Street African Methodist Episcopal Church (local)

Boston - Harrison Loring House (local)

Chicopee - Valentine School (local)

Gardner - Heyrood-Wakefield Conplex (local)

Greeifield - Garden Theater Block (local)

Monterey - Bock Ridge (local)

Pittsfield - Allen Hotel (local)

Williamstown - Col. Benjamin Smond House (local)

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owneas were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportionity to conment. Ccnments received to date are attached to the
nomination forms.

Sincerely, N

Candace JMkina NP\
Registratlion |/irector
Massachusett]? Historical Conmission

GJ/hi
Enclosure



