


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) - - - - -

The J u d s o n - L i t c h f i e l d House i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n u i t h 
th e d e v e l o p i n g m i l l economy, i t s new g a b l e - f r o n t o r i e n t a t i o n and Greek. 
R e v i v a l ornament, and i t s use o f b r i c k , as a b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l . Ifc 
meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and 
r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, 
d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The Doundaries i n d i c a t e d on t h e 
a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the comraunity. 

This w e l l preserved house i s a fine early example of a gable f r o n t , side entry house type, 
which was to be the most commonly used re s i d e n t i a l from throughout the second half of the 19th 
century i n Massachusetts. This form, which i s most often associated with Greek Revival and lat« 
styles, f i r s t appeared i n the l a t e Federal period. Scattered Examples of Federal period houses 
of t his type exist i n other central Massachusetts c i t i e s and towns. 

Although closely resembling a Greek Revival period house, the Judson-Litchfield House has 
• . d i s t i n c t i v e l y Federal features such as the low arched blinded f a n l i g h t i n the pediment, a low 
arched recessed main entrance and more delicate proportions for the pediment cornice and frieze 
than those t y p i c a l of the Greek Revival. Three-quarter length sidelights and a six-panel front 

•door are other Federal features. In Southbridge the use of brick was much more common for 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history i^na'&'ie^ 
building relates to the development of the community. 

Mentioned i n the Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Society Leaflets as having been b u i l t by Samuel 
Judson, the house was said to have been intended "to o u t r i v a l "Ammidown Castle" and the 
BeHa Tiffany or Leonard house", two imposing brick houses i n the town center. (See the Centre 
Village Historic D i s t r i c t form for the Federal styl e Ammidown Castle, ca. 1820's and form 
ifC-301 for the Greek Revival/Federal style Tiffany-Leonard House, 1830's.) 

Judson's brick house was b u i l t on the s i t e of the dwelling of Capt.Samuel Newell. That 
e a r l i e r frame house was moved down the h i l l to the west. As late as 1898 i t was s t i l l part 
of the property accompanying the brick house. The barn of the Judson house i s said to have 
been moved here from the "Willard place" i n Sturbridge. 

Samuel Judson, according to Plimpton's History of Southbridge, was one of the purchasers 
i n 1824 of the Westville cotton m i l l and was s t i l l an owner i n 1836. An 1828 deed records 
the purchase of the property on which the house was b u i l t by Samuel Judson of Uxbridge from 
James Wolcott, Jr. 

In 1837 Judson deeded the property to Harvey Hartshorn. Born i n Foxborough, Hartshorn 
died i n 1866 at the age of 71. His occupation l i s t e d as farmer. 

By 1870 the house was the home of Libya M e r r i t t L i t c h f i e l d , an owner and treasurer of the 
L i t c h f i e l d shuttle factory at S h t t l e v i l l e (adjoining Westville). Libya L i t c h f i e l d (1819-1886) 
.was the youngest of seven L i t c h f i e l d brothers, the children of Capt. Comins L i t c h f i e l d , a 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) ' , 

carpenter, and his wife S a l l i e Blanchard of Charlton. Like f i v e of his brothers, he became a 
millwright at a time when almost a l l m i l l machinery was made largely of wood. About 1842 
when wood breast wheels began to be replaced by more effective turbines, several of the L i t c h ­
f i e l d brothers, including Libya, and a brother-in-law formed a company to manufacture shuttles 
for the t e x t i l e industry. About 1846 they bought land and water privleges at Westville where 
they b u i l t a factory. This successful business became one of the town's important industries 
and remained so through the early-20th century. In 1924 the company made "over 700 d i f f e r e n t 
types of shuttles and shuttle parts" and was one of the oldest industries i n Southbridge. 

Today nothing remains at Westville or S h u t t l e v i l l e of the factories of the two 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s who li v e d i n t h i s house. Significant not only for i t s architecture, the 
Judson-Litchfield House i s also important for i t s associations with the Westville area as a 
manufacturing center and with the history of i n d u s t r i a l growth and prosperity of Southbridge. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 
residences during the Federal period than i t was later, 
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