


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA JATEMENT (if applicabley — -----
The Judson-Litchfield House is significant for it sassociation uith

the developing mill economy, itsnew gable-front orientation and G eek.
Revival ornament, and it suse of brick, as a building material. | fc
meets National Register criteria A and C at the local level and
retains integrity of setting, location, materials, workmanship,

design, feeling, and association. The Doundaries indicated on the
attached assessors mp are those of current ownership.

ARCH TECTURA. S GN H CANE Descr|be inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other buildings wthin the commaunity.

This well preserved house is a fine early exanple of a gable front, side entry house type,
which was to be the nost commonly used residential from throughout the second half of the 19th
century i n Massachusetts. This form which is nost often associated with G eek Revival and lat«
styles, first appeared in the late Federal period. Scattered Exanples of Federal period houses
of this type exist inother central Massachusetts cities and towns.

Al though closely resembling a Geek Revival period house, the Judson-Litchfield House has
e.distinctively Federal features such as the low arched blinded fanlight in the pediment, a |ow
arched recessed main entrance and nore delicate proportions for the pediment cornice and frieze
than those typical of the Greek Revival. Three-quarter length sidelights and a six-panel front
sdoor are other Federal features. |n Southbridge the use of brick was ruch nmore conmon for

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omeas played in local o state higtory i“"na'&'ie?
building relates to the dedopment of the community.

Mentioned in the Quinebaug Historical Society Leaflets as having been built by Sanuel
Judson, the house was said to have been intended "to outrival "Ammdown Castle" and the
BeHh Tiffany or Leonard house", two inposing brick houses in the town center. (See the Centre
Village Historic District form for the Federal style Ammdown Castle, ca. 1820's and form
ifC-301 for the Geek Revival/Federal style Tiffany-Leonard House, 1830's.)

Judson's brick house was built on the site of the dwelling of Capt.Sanuel Newell. That
earlier frame house was noved down the hill to the west. As late as 1898 i twas still part
of the property accompanying the brick house. The barn of the Judson house is said to have
been nmoved here from the "W llard place" inSturbridge.

Sarmuel Judson, according to Plinmpton's History of Southbridge, was one of the purchasers
in 1824 of the Westville cottonmill and was still an owner in 1836. An 1828 deed records
the purchase of the property on which the house was built by Sanuel Judson of Uxbridge from

Janes Wbl cott, Jr.

[n 1837 Judson deeded the property to Harvey Hartshorn. Born i n Foxborough, Hartshorn
died in 186 at the age of 71. His occupation listed as farmer.

By 1870 the house was the hone of Libya Merritt Litchfield, an owner and treasurer of the
Litchfield shuttle factory at Shttleville (adjoining Westville). Libya Litchfield (1819-1886)
.mas the youngest of seven Litchfield brothers, the children of Capt. Comns Litchfield, a

(Cnntinucdi)

B Bl G and/ or REFEHENES

maps, atlases, directories .

Worcester County Registry of Deeds, Book 264/390, Book 328/ 298

Assessor's Records, Town of Southbridge . ..

Plimpton, History of Southbridge, p. 37 . "
«»QJi nebaug Historical leaflets. Vol. |, #4, p. 46 . .

Newspaper clipping, no cite, Jan. 24, 1924, Southbridge clippings #3, 3/ 85
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H STCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE (cont'd)

carpenter, and his wife Sallie Blanchard of Charlton. Like five of his brothers, he became a
mllwight at a time when almost all mill machinery was nade |argely of wood. About 1842
when wood breast wheel s began t o be replaced by nore effective turbines, several of thelitch-
field brothers, includingLlibya, anda brother-in-law formed a conpany t omanufacture shuttles
for thetextile industry. About 1846 they bought land and water privleges at Westville where
they built a factory. This successful business became one of thetown's inmportant industries
and remained sothrough theearly-20th century. 1 n 1924 t he conpany nade "over 700 different
types of shuttles andshuttle parts" and was one of t heol dest industriesi n Southbridge.

Today nothing remains at Westville or Shuttleville of thefactories of the two
industrialists wholived i nthis house. Significant not only for itsarchitecture, the
Judson-Litchfield House i salso important for itsassociations with theWstville area as a
manufacturing center and with thehistory of industrial growth andprosperity of Southbridge.

ARCH TECTURAL S| GN FI CANCE (cont' d)
residences during theFederal period than i twas later,

Staple tolnventory form at bottcm
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