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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Eagle Rock is a lava rock jutting out of the Snake River, 
site originally was in arid country.

The ferry

Eagle Rock, located a short distance below the ferry, still projects 
out of the river and has not changed much over the years. Irrigated 
farming has come to the valley adjacent to the ferry, but otherwise 
the site has not changed too much in appearance since the time the 
ferry was replaced by laylor's Bridge at Idaho Falls. Because it was 
a ferry, the site is in the river.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the gold rush to Bannock and Virginia City, Eagle Rock ferry 
offered access from the Oregon Trail and from Salt Lake to these 
major new mines. The resulting Montana road was one of the^important 
routes in the history of the west. In May 1863, Harry Ri^kard and 
William Hickman began the construction of a ferry across the Snake 
River a few miles above the present town of Idaho Falls. They hoped 
to gain the upper Missouri gold miners' traffic by opening a new and 
shorter trail to the Montana gold fields, and they also thought that 
they might receive a portion of the westward emigrant traffic. Hickman 
was left to complete the ferry while Rickard explored a new route to 
Soda Springs on the Oregon Trail. He was successful and soon returned 
with three wagon trains that he had induced to try his new route. 
Two of the trains were emigrants while the other was freighters. James 
Stuart, a well-known Montana pioneer, came along as a guide. The 
group arrived at the ferry on June 18, 1863. The ferry was not yet 
completed, however, and the initial crossing was delayed until June 20 
when over 200 persons crossed on the new ferry.

In the summer of 1864, James Madison Tay^br came through building 
stage stations for Ben Holladay's Overland Stage Line, a branch of which 
ran from Salt Lake City to Virginia City, Montana. He located a 
station at the Eagle Rock Ferry, which he purchased from Rickard and 
Hickman. At this point, Taylor joined with Edgar M. Jforgan and William 
F. Bartleift to form the Oneida Road", Bridge, and Ferry Company. They 
were granted a bridge and ferry franchise by a legislative act of 
December 10, 1864.

The next summer, J. Matt Taylor constructed a bridge over the Snake 
River at Idaho Falls, as authorized by his legislative franchise. The 
bridge was always known as Eagle Rock Bridge, named after the ferry it 
had replaced. Toll rates on the bridge were the same as on the ferry.

Although it was soon replaced by Taylor's Bridge, the Eagle Rock Ferry 
was the key to the early success of emigrant and freight traffic on 
this route to the Montana gold fields from Soda Springs. It also aided 
the growth of the town of Eagle Rock which later became Idaho Falls, 
now Idaho's third largest city and an important nucleus of a large 
irrigated farming area.
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO D FRTY 

————————— . ————————————————————————— ————————————————————————
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 43 ° 36 ' 29 " 112° 03 • 35" 
NE 43 ° 36 ' 29 " 112° 03 ' 12" 
SE 43 ° 36 ' 02 " 112° 03' 12" 
sw /,7 c 36 ' r>2 ' 112° 0^ ' 3^'
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