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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
i"EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED . 5-~ ,  AUNALTERED _fiORI6INAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED _MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE FRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOAY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Bryanl:-Cushing House i ssituated facing north on a large expanse of |awn,
which extends 200 feet i nfront of and behind t hehouse. The front of the

house i spartially shielded fromRoute 123 by a |arge yew bush, and t he | awn
is surrounded by woods. The property extends 2,000 feet behind t hehouset o
the North River.

The house, a two story, center chimey, full colonial, was built i n 1698,

and has hardly been altered since that time. The north facade, five bays wide,
has nine 12/12 windows with plain surrounds. The el aborate center doorway

is topped by a triangular pedinment and flanked by pilasters. Over the door
and beneath thepediment i sa transom with five bull's eye lights. The facade,
as well as theother elevations, areshingled, with nmany hand split shakes
still extant- .

The large central chimey vents six fireplaces, and i sdecorated with pilasters,
string courses, and a stepped cornice. A smaller chimey i slocated on the
south side of thehouse. There aretwo shingledells tothesouth west at the
rear of t hehouse which have been nodernized on the interior.

The interior of thehouse has been remarkably preserved throughout theyears.
The floor plan remains thesame, with tworooms i nthefront and a kitchen
and borning roomi ntherear and four rooms corresponding t othese on the
second floor. The staircase rises steeply i na double return, and retains
its original Jacobean banisters. The wide planked floors areoriginal, and
all of thefireplaces still have their original mantels. A rectangular clear
| eaded gl ass wi ndow from a nonastery i nCanterbury, England was installedi n
the south wall of theoldkitchen i nthe 1920's by Prof. Arthur E Dewing; al |
the other w ndow positions areoriginal. . o

The only major alterations t othehouse occurred i n1937-38, when t he present
owners put i nplunbing, heat, and electricity. At thesane time they restored
sone of t heplaster work and nade a fewstructural repairs.

The house i shuilt on a remarkably large scale for i tstime. The roons are
spaci ous and have unusually high eight foot ceilings. The house contains an
abundance of paneling and sinmple moul ding, mostly based on medieval designs
and patterns. The house was obviously built by a wealthy person, and stands
today as avirtually unaltered exanple of excellent late 17th century archi-
tecture in New England.



Form No 1f)-300a
(Hev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
RECENVED NOV 7 1975

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES MR 2 61976
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
QONTI NUATI ON SHEET | TEMNLMBER 8 PAXE 1
Professor Arthur Dewing, a teacher at Harvard Business School. Professor Dew ng,

when he retired from teaching i n1937, wanted t ogive thehouse t othe Society
for thePreservation of New England Antiquities, but t hepresent owners of the
house, t he McMil | ans, persuaded hi mt osell i ttothem

Before t heMMillans noved i nthey undertook theonly major alterationsthe
house has faced. Electricity, heating and plunbing were installed, sone plaster
was restored, a fewfloorboards were replaced, and theinteriors of the two
ells totherear of thehouse were insulated and had new floors and walls
installed. The house i snow i nexcellent condition, and because of its original
size and scale, and with theaddition of nodern conveniences, i ti san extra-

ordinarily comfortable building, which still exudes a strong sense of theearly
Col oni al er a.
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STATEMENT - S GN H CANCE

The Bryant-Cushing House i ssignificant as one of t hebest exanples of late
seventeenth century architecture left in New England, and has been essentially
unal tered since i twas constructed i n 1698.

The house was built by Thomas Bryant, on land that his father John Bryant had
acquired i n1643. Thonmas was one of t hegroup of prosperous artisans associated
with thewell-known North River ship building conmmunity, and owned a sawm |l i n
addition toplying his trade as a house carpenter. At thetime Thonas built

the house he was only 23, and single. The size and scale of t hehouse are
surprising considering thefact that Thomas was a bachelor, but t he records
clearly indicate that he did build thehouse, and |ived there alone until' he
married i n1707. Hiswife, Mry Ewell, was t hedaughter of another artisan
associated with theship building comunity. After his marriage, Thomas served
as a magi strate, and was a rmenber of t he General Court.

It i simportant t onote that theBryant-Cushing House bears a significant

resenbl ance t ot he Wnsl ow House (1699) i nnearby Marshfield. The W nslow

House was built for thepolitically important Wnslow fam |y and was occupied

by them for nany generations. Both houses arebuilt on a large scale not usually
associated with early colonial buildings; they both contain identical mouldings
and paneling; and they both have the same floor plan and |arge central pilastered
chimey. |t appears that the sane tools were used t omake t henoul dingsi n

both houses. The fact that there are so many other similar features gives rise
to thepossibilitythat theWnslow House was built by Thonmas Bryant a year after
he built his own house.

The house remained i ntheBryant famly until 1769, when i t was bought by H Cushing.
Cushing was a wealthy shipbuilder, but fortunately, nmade no alterations to the
house. Three generations of his famly lived there, until thehouse was bought

in the 1880's by Dr. Cushing, from a distant branch of theoriginal Cushing

famly. Dr. Cushing's daughter still lives in Norwell, and has been a valuable
source of information about thehouse.

The next owner of t hehouse was Ms. Bacon, who bought t heproperty c. 1918. She
acquired t hehouse t ohelp her nephew i nhis real estate business, but according
to thepresent owners of t hehouse, she went into thebuilding only once, |ooked
around and declared thebuilding was evil, and never set foot on t hepremses

again. The house was vacant for about 18 nonths, before i twas acquired by
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294 Washington Street
Paul Guzzi

727.83f70

31 October 1975

M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find three National Register nomnations for the following
properties:

1. Brockton, Brockton City Hall
2. Lee, Lee Lower Main Street Historic District
3. Norwell, Bryant-Cushing House

These propertieshave been voted eligible for submssion by the Massachusetts
Historical Commi ssion (the State Review Board) and have been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely yours.
|O/\
Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion

A V¥

encl osur es
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Date Entered

Nane Location

Geat | Urrippton
Berkshir? County

Bow Street Historic District gorjervl.lla
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Eanpsliire County

Brockton City Udl Srockton
Plymouth County

Bryart - Cuehfng |Tonae Hor-vxall
Plynout h County

Also Notified
Hon. Edward M Kennedy State Historic Prescr~ratlon Officer
Hon. Edward W Brooke Mre. Eliscabeth Vi. Aicadon
Hon. Silvio O. Conte Executive Director, " assachusetts
Kon. Tlioms P. O'iialll. Jr. Viictorlcai CoT-lf?rloa
Hoa. Janies A Burka 2A y.aahintton Street

. _ Boston, ."Massachusatts 02103
Regional Director, North Atlantic

Regi on
(_FR’\ MOTTrdjb 4/5/76 INT: 2950-75
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Excellent example of latel7th C. New England architecture® Built-feT Thomas Bryant, prosperous house carpenter, magistrate
«*membe of the (m)General Court. J
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