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NAME 
HISTORIC Bryan-t-CusMng House 

- i t AND/OR COMMON 

i.T,e 

LOCATION 
STREETS NUMBER -jSQ Main S t r e e t 

_ N 0 T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 
i l o r v i e l l 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

12tr. 

STATE 
Massachusetts 

CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

Plymouth 
CODE 

0?3 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
—DISTRICT 

^BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

—OBJECT 

—PUBLIC 

^PRIVATE 

_BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
7 
-LOCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
- iVES: RESTRICTED 

—YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

4;PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

nOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME R i c h a r d 3 . and M a r g a r e t H . M c M u l l a n 

STREET & NUMBER 
768 I ' l a in S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN 
l l O r w e l l VICINITY OF 

STATE 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s 02061 

QLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. r> • 4. -̂ n j 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

STREET & NUMBER 
R u s s e l l S t r e e t 

CITY. TOWN 

Plymouth 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 

DATE 

1 9 7 3 —FEDERAL :̂ _STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS I ' l a ssachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
CITY, TOWN 

B o s t o n 
STATE 

I . ' Iassachusetts 02108 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

i^EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED . 5 -^ , ^UNALTERED _fjORI6INAL SITE 

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED _MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bryan1:-Cushing House i s situated facing north on a large expanse of lawn, 
which extends 200 feet i n front of and behind the house. The fro n t of the 
house i s p a r t i a l l y shielded from Route 123 by a large yew bush, and the lawn 
i s surrounded by woods. The property extends 2,000 feet behind the house to 
the North River. 

The house, a two story, center chimney, f u l l c o l o n i a l , was b u i l t i n 1698, 
and has hardly been altered since that time. The north facade, f i v e bays wide, 
has nine 12/12 windows with p l a i n surrounds. The elaborate center doorway 
i s topped by a triangular pediment and flanked by p i l a s t e r s . Over the door 
and beneath the pediment i s a transom with f i v e b u l l ' s eye l i g h t s . The facade, 
as well as the other elevations, are shingled, with many hand s p l i t shakes 
s t i l l extant- • . . . 

The large central chimney vents six fireplaces, and i s decorated with p i l a s t e r s , 
s t r i n g courses, and a stepped cornice. A smaller chimney i s located on the 
south side of the house. There are two shingled e l l s to the south west at the 
rear of the house which have been modernized on the i n t e r i o r . 

The i n t e r i o r of the house has been remarkably preserved throughout the years. 
The f l o o r plan remains the same, with two rooms i n the front and a kitchen 
and borning room i n the rear and four rooms corresponding to these on the 
second f l o o r . The staircase rises steeply i n a double return, and retains 
i t s o r i g i n a l Jacobean banisters. The wide planked floors are o r i g i n a l , and 
a l l of the fireplaces s t i l l have t h e i r o r i g i n a l mantels. A rectangular clear 
leaded glass window from a monastery i n Canterbury, England was i n s t a l l e d i n 
the south wall of the old kitchen i n the 1920's by Prof. Arthur E. Dewing; a l l 
the other window positions are o r i g i n a l . .. .; 

The only major alterations to the house occurred i n 1937-38, when the present 
owners put i n plumbing, heat, and e l e c t r i c i t y . At the same time they restored 
some of the plaster work and made a few s t r u c t u r a l repairs. 

The house i s b u i l t on a remarkably large scale for i t s time. The rooms are 
spacious and have unusually high eight foot c e i l i n g s . The house contains an 
abundance of paneling and simple moulding, mostly based on medieval designs 
and patterns. The house was obviously b u i l t by a wealthy person, and stands 
today as a v i r t u a l l y unaltered example of excellent late 17th century archi­
tecture i n New England. 
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Professor Arthur Dewing, a teacher at Harvard Business School. Professor Dewing, 
when he r e t i r e d from teaching i n 1937, wanted to give the house to the Society 
for the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s , but the present owners of the 
house, the McMullans, persuaded him to s e l l i t to them. 

Before the McMullans moved i n they undertook the only major alterations the 
house has faced. E l e c t r i c i t y , heating and plumbing were i n s t a l l e d , some plaster 
was restored, a few floorboards were replaced, and the i n t e r i o r s of the two 
e l l s to the rear of the house were insulated and had new floors and walls 
i n s t a l l e d . The house i s now i n excellent condition, and because of i t s o r i g i n a l 
size and scale, and with the addition of modern conveniences, i t i s an extra­
o r d i n a r i l y comfortable building, which s t i l l exudes a strong sense of the early 
Colonial era. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

2Ll 600-1699 
—1700-1799 

—1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

^^ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1698 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas Bryant 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bryant-Cushing House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as one of the best examples of late 
seventeenth century architecture l e f t i n New England, and has been essentially 
unaltered since i t was constructed i n 1698. 

The house was b u i l t by Thomas Bryant, on land that his father John Bryant had 
acquired i n 1643. Thomas was one of the group of prosperous artisans associated 
with the well-known North River ship building community, and owned a sawmill i n 
addition to plying his trade as a house carpenter. At the time Thomas b u i l t 
the house he was only 23, and single. The size and scale of the house are 
surprising considering the fact that Thomas was a bachelor, but the records 
clearly indicate that he did b u i l d the house, and liv e d there alone u n t i l ' he 
married i n 1707. His wife, Mary Ewell, was the daughter of another artisan 
associated with the ship building community. After his marriage, Thomas served 
as a magistrate, and was a member of the General Court. 

I t i s important to note that the Bryant-Cushing House bears a s i g n i f i c a n t 
resemblance to the Winslow House (1699) i n nearby Marshfield. The Winslow 
House was b u i l t for the p o l i t i c a l l y important Winslow family and was occupied 
by them for many generations. Both houses are b u i l t on a large scale not usually 
associated with early colonial buildings; they both contain i d e n t i c a l mouldings 
and paneling; and they both have the same f l o o r plan and large central pilastered 
chimney. I t appears that the same tools were used to make the mouldings i n 
both houses. The fact that there are so many other similar features gives r i s e 
to the p o s s i b i l i t y that the Winslow House was b u i l t by Thomas Bryant a year after 
he b u i l t his own house. 

The house remained i n the Bryant family u n t i l 1769, when i t was bought by H. Cushing. 
Cushing was a wealthy shipbuilder, but fortunately, made no alterations to the 
house. Three generations of his family l i v e d there, u n t i l the house was bought 
i n the 1880's by Dr. Cushing, from a distant branch of the o r i g i n a l Cushing 
family. Dr. Cushing's daughter s t i l l l ives i n Norwell, and has been a valuable 
source of information about the house. 

The next owner of the house was Mrs. Bacon, who bought the property c. 1918. She 
acquired the house to help her nephew i n his r e a l estate business, but according 
to the present owners of the house, she went int o the building only once, looked 
around and declared the building was e v i l , and never set foot on the premises 

again. The house was vacant for about 18 months, before i t was acquired by 



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Brigg's History of Shipbuilding on the North River 
Deane's History of Scituate 
Vital Records of Scituate in Boston Atheneum 

UGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 2 a C r e S 

UTM REFERENCES 

AlAJ 13 15 .2 13 .5 .01 14 .61$ ,818.3.01 B L J M • I • . i I • I • I • • | 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cl • I I I • I . . I I • I . I • • I DI . I 1 I . I . • 1 I • I • I . • I 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE ' CODE COUNTY CODE 

QFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE ^.i • _L • , , . 

Christine Boulding, Assistant Survey Director, and Richard D. McMullan 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Wassachusetts Historical Commission October 29, 1973 
STREETS NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 . Washington Street 617-727-847O 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

ESTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
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Paul Guzzi 

31 October 1975 

6^ ^etyi'ela/^ 

294 Washington S t r ee t 

727.8J!f70 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of His t o r i c Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three National Register nominations for the following 
properties: 

1. Brockton, Brockton City Hall 
2. Lee, Lee Lower Main Street Historic D i s t r i c t 
3. Norwell, Bryant-Cushing House 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e for submission by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

'0^ 
Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/mw 

enclosures 
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Bow Street Historic D i s t r i c t 

Left Lw/er Main Street 
Historic D i s t r i c t 

Kaydeavil.le Historic D i s t r i c t 

Brockton City Ucll 

Bryart-Cuehfng ITonae 

Great lU>rrippton 
Berkshir? County 

* 
gorje.rvl.lla 
liiclulcsex County 

Lee 
Berkshire County 

I'aydcuvine, Tcwn of T?illla»Esb«rg 
Eanpsliire County 

Srockton 
Plymouth County 

Hor-vxall 
Plynouth County 

Also Notified 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Silvio 0. Conte 
Kon. Tlioms P. O'iia l l l . Jr. 
Hoa. Janies A. Burka 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

(_PR̂  MOTTrdjb 4/5/76 

State Historic Prescr^ratlon Officer 
Mre. Eliscabeth Vi. Aicadon 
Executive Director, "assachusetts 

Viictorlcai CorT-ilf?r.loa 
29A y.aahintton Street 
Boston, ."Massachusetts 02103 

I N T : 2 9 5 0 - 7 5 
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3)NABifE as it i^ifSears on federal register: 

ryant-Cushing House 

^ O T H E R NAMES: 
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l / l S S m i n S t . 

,y / town 
Norwell 

vicinity of s t a ^ county  

'*nPlvmouth 

l ( g ) d a t ^ ^ f e n t r y : 

3-26-76 

c o u n t y code'-

023 
@ N P S REGION 

North Atlantic, 
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( ^ADMIN ISTRATOR: 
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E x c e l l e n t G r a i n s 
^ifbriginal site 
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• fair 
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piunafrei'(!?d • moved 
• reconstructed Dunknown 
D excavated 

mtm. 
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DLOCAL DPRIVATE ORGA'<IZATION 

( g ) £ e a t u r e s : ^̂ SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-1 (̂ SUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-2 «DSUBSTANTIALLY INTACT-3 

2DN0T INTACT-O 

;^DUNKN0WN-4 

?DNOT APPLICABLE-7 

2 D NOT INTACT-O 

I^D UNKNOWN-5 
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ODNOT INTACT - O 

> ^ U N K N 0 W N - 6 

2 D NOT APPLICABLE-9 
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@ A R E A S OF S I G N I F I C A N C E : 
• ARCHEOLOGY-prehlstoric-2 D COMMERCE-6 
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AGRICULTURE-3 D CONSERVATION - 8 

ARCHITECTURE-4 • ECONOMICS-9 
• ART-5 D EDUCATION-10 

• ENGINEERING-n 

• ENTERTAINMENT-26 

• EXPLORATION-12 

DHEALTH-27 

D INDUSTRY-13 
• INVENTION-14 

• LANDSCAPE ARCH.- 15 

D LAW- 16 

D LITERATURE-17 

D MILITARY- 18 

D MUSIC- 19 

• PHILOSOPHY-20 

D POLITICS/GOVT.- 21 DRECREATION -28 

• REllGION-22 •SETTLEMENT-29 

D SCIENCE- 23 DURBAN PLANHING-31 
• SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN-24 D OTHER (SPECIFY) 

• SOCIAL /CULTURAl-30 . 
• TRANSPORTATION-25 

C L A I M S : explain 
f i r s t ' • 

' oldest'D 

•only' O 

^functions 
WHEN HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT: HOUSE 

CURRENTLY: HOUSE 

^ d a t e s of initial construction: 
major alterations: 
historic events: 

karohiteot 

l E T H N I C GROUP 
' ASSOCIATION 

)architectural style(s): ^ 

^landscape architect / garden designer: interior decorator: 

^master builder: 

I artist: partisan: 

.-V^yA-hC cavil 

neer: 

^builder/contractor: 

p(UCCftr 
)NAMES give role & date 
PERSONAL: Thomas Bryant, a r c h i t e c t / b u i l d e r , magistrate, member of MA General Court; may a lso have b u i l t the Winslow House 

(c . 1699) in RKxgkfaaxxHg nearby Marshf ie ld . 
EVENTS: 

INSTITUTIONAL: 

NATIONAL REGISTER WRITE-U^p^a^e. , «;UAVN^L^ ; ^ "to-iefp »^p^y L-J Usf^e^ ^ ^-SWeJ yw>f , Cm^t«"a^ \ J ^ \ ^ 

Exce l l ent example of latel7th C. New England architecture^ Built-feT Thomas Bryant, prosperous house carpenter, magistrate 
••̂ member of the (m)General Court. J 

I r e v i e w e r s i n i t i a l s . ^ d,..\M5 I IF ADDITIONAL SPACE NEEDED. NUMBER 8. PUT ON REVERSEI 


