
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

C 15"S 

^ . ^ I i Reading 

1j 18 6 Slimmer Avea t t^ 

Name Kemp Place 

Â  m j l gina I d w e l l i n g 

sent d w e l l i n g 

p : E l Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

ginal owner Robert Kemp 

1853 

Source Concerning the Past 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect UUMM>ffU/\^^ 

Exterior wall fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings barn 

Major alterations (with dates)South 

veranda looks extended i n 1920's . 

ILO Date Moved 

Recorded b y A r c h i t e c t u r a l Preserva t ion 
Associates 
Organization Reading H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date N o v e i R i V I S f i S 

Date ^/<^r^ 

.Approx. acreage 1,563 acres 

Setting Side entrance on south, set bac 

f rom s t r e e t on ra i sed p l o t . 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural feattores and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

B u i l t i n 1853/ t h i s i s one of the more h i g h - s t y l e d of Reading's 
I t a l i a n a t e houses, and somewhat ressembles John Hart Bancroft's 
house, b u i l t a t about the same time on Prospect Street. 

A 2-1/2-story house w i t h transverse gables, i t has shouldered or 
"eared" a r c h i t r a v e s , a veranda w i t h pierced Gothic columns, a 
Gothic cupola, and a ro o f supported on paired brackets. An e x t e r i o r 
chimney has t e r r a - c o t t a r o s e t t e s . The windows are long on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . This i s one o f the few houses w i t h cupolas which survive i n 
Reading. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
Robert Kemp, a f t e r being a cabin boy at sea, formed the f i r m of 

Mansfield and Kemp, a boot and shoe business i n Boston. Mansfield 
bought ten acres of land on Summer Avenue i n 1853 and sold pert to 
Kemp, who b u i l t a house and commuted to Boston. He bought sin a d d i t i o n a l 

12 acres on which he t r i e d "gentleman farming." He formed 
"Father Kemp's Old Folks," a l o c a l amateur singing group t o u r i n g f i r s t 
Eearby, then l a t e r i n 1858 the south and west. The troup went to 
England i n 1861. Kemp sold t h i s house i n 1868 a f t e r f i n a n c i a l reverses, 
and l a t e r b u i l t , at 199 Summer Avenue, a copy of a house he admired i n 
Swampscott, Massachusetts. Kemp was the author of two books, and 
served on the School Committee v/here he t r i e d t o promote musical ed­
ucation. 

A subsequent owner was William Hawes, who s t a r t e d a d o l l a r store 
i n Boston, which was only the second such store i n the na t i o n . 

Charles Hov/ard came to Reading i n 1908, -son of Dr. Herbert B. 
and Dr. Emily P. A f t e r the death of Dr. Herbert (who had been d i r ­
ector and supervisor of Massachusetts General H o s p i t a l ) , Mother 
Hov/ard turned the property over to- Charles, l i v i n g w i t h h i s fa m i l y 
f o r the remainder of her l i f e . Most of Charles Howards l i f e was 
spent i n public service. He was a lawyer. State Senator, Treasurer 
of Middlesex County anc^Bank Commission, and Commissioner of 
Administration and Finance. Among hi s l o c a l c i v i c a c t i v i t i e s were 
Board of Selectman, Town Moderator, and Tov/n Counsel. 

*the Massachusetts 
Charles' w i f e , Katherine Graham Howard, wrote With My Shoes Off, 

recounting her experiences both i n Reading and n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . 
She was secretary of the 1952 Republican National Convention and Deouty 
Commissioner General to the Brussells I n t e r n a t i o n a l Expcsition, ]955. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1854 map- R. Kemp (Robert) 
1875 map- Mrs. T. Hawes (Temperance, wife of William) 
1889 map- Jacob W. Roberts 

Reading Chronicle, June 18, 1980. July 13, 1928 
Wadlin, Concerning the Past. Chapters EZXXIX and X C I I I 

Howard, V/ith My Shoes Off. Vantage Press, 1977 20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CĈ ^̂ ISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccmnunity: 

Aes.cin-

Form No: 
C-15? 

Property Name: 13,3 sur^r-.. 3 r A v e . 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

T ^'•f A L'' T10'' 

'er.' is si-nificpj^it ( l ) ac s. ;roGuc l £ t h centurv 
rer . l estate DOOT, on the West Side, and as the house of s. r a i l r o a c 
cop.r.uter; (2) f o r i t s connection '•.'•ith ^^.obert ("Father") ICer.p, shoe 
rrianufacturer -nd chora l leader; snd. w i t h pub l i c servants Charles 
anc' Katherine IloVc.rd; and (3) as pa r t o f a h i ~ h - s t y l e I t a l i a n a t e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l enser.ble. I t r e t a ins i n t e . - r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , design, 
se t t in - - , r . a t e r i a l s , snd v/orkmanship, and meets C r i t e r i a A, 3, and C 
of the r ' a t iona l Re^'^'ister. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service M l & s use only 

National Register of Historic P laces ^^^^ ^///^/ 
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area dnr-11 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 

State MASbACKubJiTTb " C^n.^^ I'ltAAhiM.....^.^ rAfAtz 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signatdre 

X ^ 1. Ace Art Company ^ub^tautlre Kevi^, j^eeper m ^ ^ M M ^ i ^ X i Al IA'^^ 

Attest 

2. Common Historic District • • i i i i v i / ^ K e e p e r f^M•^A/TU.kf^ J-'l-

^ Attest 

3. Harnden-Browne House ' ''' SsTl-er ^t/^eeper '^•^/Lt^r.^yfA l-~Ar 

Attest 

4. Haverhill Street Milestone ^ eeper T^yf^C^^AIk^Ad-J^ t A 7i& 

Salsstantive Ravi ev Attest 

5. Kemp Place Entered i n tE« "vTteeper <<?<^^^^--^^--k--^oW^^^ 
National Register * 

.Attest 

6. Kemp Barn Ent^,r-3 In tSg "MAeper / X l u ^ - ^ ^ . - . ^ / ^ ^ ^ A / f 7 
tJglStbjr ' 7 t j g l s t b z ' 

Attest 

7. Nichols, Jerry, Tavern E^t^reS In tE0 VWper ,AXUA-A.^-^7&y^ 7 A A A 

Ifatlonal Register Q ^ " 
Attest 

^^. '• 8. Reading Standpipe rrl^ntantl^ fcvler j/Keepev plc^—/I'^^tHziJKj^ . Z^A AS 

Attest 

^•^^9. Smith Shoe Shop • 'A'-JT,JLV» JUtvo-Ait ^^<eeper /^)t/t^^/IIl/^^tt^ U A PT 

Attest 

^^^,,-^10. Woburn^Street Historic Substantive Review /^Keeper A / ^ X i ^ A y ^ Z^- '-f^l 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Kemp Place (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
im nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
mi appeal 

O sample IH! request 

Working No. JUN . ^ J98A 
Fed. Reg. Datei r^lXA^-iT 

Date Due: 

Action: 
Entered i n the 
National R e ^ e t « r 

^ E P T 
.RETURN 
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: n appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

• ruins 

• unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

• altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

• moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
• applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context •" 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps 
• Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may fx continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


