FORVIB - BU LD NG

MSSACH EETTS H STAR CAL AOMM S ON
294 Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

Recorded by Architectural Preservation

Associates
Organization Reading Historical Comm.

Dae NoveiRiVISfiS

Date //<A A

Area Form no.
C 155
N Readi ng
] 186 Simmer Aveatt”

Nare Kemp Place
A'‘mjl gina dwelling

sent dwelling

p:El Private individual
Private organization

Public
ginal owner Robert Kemp

1853
Source Concerning the Past

Style Italianate

Architect UUMM>ffUNM
Exterior wall fabric clapboards

Outbuildings barn

Magjor alterations (with dates)South

veranda |ooks extended in 1920's.

Moved ILO Date

Approx. acreage 1,563 acres
Setting Side entrance on south, set

from street on raised plot.

(Staple additional sheets here)

bac



ARCH TECTURAL SIGNF CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural feattores and
eval uate i nterns of other buildings within commnity)
Built in 1853/ this i s one of the nore high-styled of Reading's
Italianate houses, and sonewhat ressembles John Hart Bancroft's
house, built at about the sane time on Prospect Street.

A 2-1/2-story house with transverse gables, i t has shoul dered or
"eared" architraves, a veranda with pierced Gothic colums, a
Got hi ¢ cupola, and a roof supported on paired brackets. An exterior

chimmey has terra-cotta rosettes. The wi ndows are long on the first
floor. This i s one of the few houses with cupolas which survive in
Readi ng.

HSTCRCAL SSQNFH CANCE (explain therole owers played i nlocal or state history
Robert Kenp, after being a cabin boy at sea, formed the firm of
Mansfield and Kenp, a boot and shoe business i n Boston. Mansfield
bought ten acres of land on Summer Avenue in 1853 and sold pert to
Kenp, who built a house and commuted to Boston. H bought sin additional
12 acres on which he tried "gentleman farmng." H formed
"Father Kenp's O d Folks," a local amateur singing group touring first
Eearby, then [ater in 1858 the south and west. The troup went to
England i n 1861. Kenp sold this house in 1868 after financial reverses,
and later built, at 199 Summer Avenue, a copy of a house he admred in
Swanpscott, Massachusetts. Kenp was the author of two books, and
served on the School Commttee v/ihere he tried to pronmote musical ed-

ucation.

A subsequent owner was W I|liam Hawes, who start
i

_ _ ed a dollar store
in Boston, which was only the second such store inthe

nation.

Charles Ho/ard cane to Reading in 1908, -son of Dr. Herbert B.
and Dr. Emly P.  After the death of Dr. Herbert (who had been dir-
ector and supervisor of Massachusetts General Hospital), Mother
Hov/ard turned the property over to- Charles, living with his family
for the remainder of her [ife. Mst of Charles Howards life was
spent i n public service. H was a lawyer. State Senator, Treasurer
of M ddl esex County anc”Bank Comm ssion, and Comm ssioner of
Admi ni stration and Finance. Among his local civic activities were
Board of Selectman, Town Moderator, and Tov/n Counsel.

*the Massachusetts

Charles' wife, Katherine Gaham Howard, wrote Wth M Shoes Of f,
recounting her experiences both i n Reading and national affairs.

She was secretary of the 1952 Republican National Convention and Deouty
Comm ssi oner General to the Brussells International Expcsition, ]955.

B BLI GERAPHY and/ or REFEHRENCES

1854 map- R Kenp (Robert)
1875 map- Ms. T. Hawes (Tenperance, wife of WIIliam)

1889 map- Jacob W Roberts

Reading Chronicle, June 18, 1980. July 13, 1928
Wadlin, Concerning the Past. Chapters EZXXI X and XCI 1|

Howard, V/ith M/ Shoes Of f. Vantage Press, 1977 20M 2/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Comnunity: Fam No:

MASSACHUZETTS HISTORICAL CCMAMSSON Aes.cin- C-15?
Office of the Secretary, Boson

Property Name: 13,3 sur™§..ave.

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued beow.

T MALT T10"

is g-nificpj”it (1) ac s -roGuc I£th centurv
rer.l estate pDooT, on the West Side, and d&s tHe house of s railroac
cop.r.uter; (2) for its connection o hith A obert ("Father") ICer.p, shoe
rrianufacturer -nd choral leader; ond. with public servants Charles
anc Katherine IloVc.rd; and (3) as part of a hi~h-style Italianate
architectural enser.ble. It retains inte.-rity of location, design,
settin--, r.aterials, snd v/orkmanship, and meets Criteria A, 3, and C
of the r'ational ReM7ister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi



NPS Form 10-900-*

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area
Sate MASHACKuUbJITTh " Crn\

Nomination/Type of Review

Attest

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

MI&s e aly
NANNN /\////\/
date entered
Pege
dnr-11
I'ItAANIM.... AN rAfAtz

Date/Signatdre

A~ 1. Ace Art Company ~ubMautlre Kevi®,  j“eeper mA"*"MM”2MiAX TPA TAM
Attest
2. Common Historic  District eejiiivi/I~"Keeper FAM A/ TU KA J-'l-
N Attest
3. Harnden- Browne House Lo SsTl-er "t/ eeper "‘-"/Lt"r."yfA |-~Ar
Attest
4. Haverhill Street Milestone 2 eeper TYIACMATKNAC-IN t A7i&
Salsstantive Ravi v
Attest
5. Kemp Place Entered in tE« "vTteeper <<RM-M_K-- AWM
National Register *
Attest
6. Kemp Barn Entr-3  In tSg "MAeper I XTunr-An_ - ~NANNATTET
tjgBhibz’ ! 7
Attest
7. Nichols, Jerry,  Tavern EMYeS In tEO VWper AXUA-ANNT& YN 7AAA
Ifatlonal Register Q N "
Attest
M, '« 8. Reading Sandpipe rrl~ntant|” fevler j/Keepev plc™—/1'""tHz JKj" . Z"AAS
Attest
NeM\NQ, Smith  Shoe Shop e CAJJTILV» JUtvo-Ait M< egper IV AN UA PT
Attest
MA MO0, Woburn"Street Historic Substantive Review  /"Keeper Al ~NXi ™MAy ™ 2N



WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Kemp Place (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS workingNo. N . 7 JOBA
Fed. Reg. Datei rNXAN-T
Date Due:

~Action: NEPT

CH resubmission Ente_red in the .RETURN

im nomination by person or local government National Re"et«r .REJECT.

e owner objection Federal Agency:

mi appeal

Substantive Review: O sample IH! request n appeal im NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes e no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated * unaltered » original site
im good e ruins o altered e moved date.
e fair e unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity
e alterations/integrity
| | dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

¢ relating significance to the resource

e context o
« relationship of integrity to significance

e justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
* Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may fx continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



