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instructions in Howt o Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register
Bulletin 16A). Corapiete each item by marking "x" i n the appropriate box or by entering the information
requested. | fanyitem does not apply tothe property being documented, enter "NA' for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classification, materials, andareas of significance, enter only categories and
subcategories from theinstructions. Place additional entries andnarrative items on continuation sheets (NPS
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, tocomplete all items.

1. Nane of Property
historic nane: Bank of Sparks
other names/site nunber:

2. Location

street & number 948 Victorian Ave. not for publication_
city or town Sparks vicinity_
state Nevada code NV county Washoe code 031 zip code 89431

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As t he designated authority under t he National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as anended, | hereby certify
that this X nomination request for determnation of eligibility, meets t he documentation standards for
registering properties i n the National Register of Historic Places andmeets the procedural andprofessional
requirements set forth i n 36 CFRPart 60. | nny opinion, the property meet s does not neet t he
National Register Criteria. | recomrend that this property be considered significant nationally

statewide A loc”ly. { See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature lciallTitle Dat e

State or Federal agency and bureau

I'n ny opinion, the property meet s does not neet t he National Register criteria. ( See continuation
sheet for additional coments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Nanonal Park Service Certification
| iierjthY certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
determned eligible forthe
National Register
See continuation sheet.
determ ned not eligible forthe
National Register
removed from t heNational Register

other (explain):

signature of Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property (check as many boxes as apply)
X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federal

Category of Property (check only one box)
X building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
Contributing Noncontributing

2 buildings
sites
structures
objects
2 Tot al
Nunber of contributing resources previously listed i ntheNational Register 0
Nanme of related multiple property listing (Enter "NA" if property is not part of amultiple property

listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)
Cat: Bank (F1) Sub:
Retail (F2) Chidren's Clothier

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Retail (FI) Sub: Bridal and Tux Sales

Retail (F2) Herb Shop

7. Description
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)

Romanesque Revival (Fl)
International Style (F2)

Materials (Enter categories frominstructions)
foundation brick (Fl), Concrete (F2)
roof Unknown -asphalt?
walls Brick, Stone, Concrete
other Metal panels on fagade (F2)

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more
continuation sheets.) See continuation sheets.
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Section 7: Description

The Bank of Sparksislocated in Sparks historic Robison's Addition on a 0.08-acre ot on
Victorian Avenue. Theorigind Robison Addition Tract subdivison mgp wasfiledin the

Weshoe County Recorders Office by G.A. Robison on November 17, 1908 (Washoe County
Asessor's Office 2006). The origina parametars of the Robison Addition extended eedt to wet
fi-om Lincoln Sreat (Pyramid Way) to Washington Siret (15*' Siret), and south to north fi-om
Hariman (Victorian Avenue) to an dley bawean March and Bardlay Sirets now E and F
Sreats (Kautz Environmental Consultants 2006). One property within the addition wes listed in
the Nationd Regiger in 2006, the Robison House & the comer of D and 13* Sregts  The Bank
of Sparks building oocupies the northeedt parcd & the intersection of 10¢ Strest and Victorian
Avenuein the higoric busness core of downtown Sparks. The building hes long been a fixture
a the wes ed of thisrow of hitoric buildingsthet line the north haf of the block fronting
Victorian Avenue.

The Bank of Sparks building isa historic masonry commerdd property built during the early
days of Soarks Although the Waghoe County Assessor provides a condruction dete of 1920, the
historic Sanbom Fire Insurance Company mgas show asmilar building & this location
beginning in 1907 and continuing through 1912 and 1925 (Sanbom Mgp Compeny 1907,1912,
1925). The 1904 Sanbom Insurance Magp shows the parcd as vacant when the mgp wes
completed (Senbom Map Compeany 1904), but the building was complete and open for bugness
in January 1906 (Reno Evening Gazdte [REG] 5 Jan 1905). Thearchitecturd gyle of the Bank
of Sparksbuilding is Romanesgue Reviva. The Romanesque Reviva architecturd syle wes
popular in the United Sates in the mid-late nineteenth century. Built in 1905, the Bank of

Sparks building hows a rather late manifestation of Romanesgue Revival.

Romanesque Reviva isan architecturd yle thet israre, even in the higtoric aress of Sparks

The Romanesgue Revivd dyleissaanin the Bank of Sparksbuilding by use of different colored
and textured materids, red bricks and gray msticated sone ussd in thick, heavy walls, dong with
quoins and arches. The arched entrance issat degp into the walls of the west devaion. Other
drong indicators of the Romenesgue Revivd dyle are the use of a prominant wide done arch
around thef rontwindow, and a heavy sone comice with the comer pargpet topped by a unique
caved gone with ascrollwork desgn. This congmction desgn and the architecturd detalling
mekes the Bank of Sparks building an extrendy unique and rare early twentieth-cantury
commerdd building dong Victorian Avenue today.
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Section 7: Description (cont'd)

The originad Bank of Soarks building (Festure 1) is onegtory building with asmple linear
rectangular plan oriented north-south facing Victorian Avenue. The exterior of the Bank of
Sparks building conggts of acombination of brick and gones bricks thet goen the walls
omamanted by large, mdicated gones The foundation of the building isdso brick. Thewadls
of the building are consmcted of reinforced brick masonry with mdticated done detailing. The
dak red brick islaid inarunning bond and the primary feBede is highlighted with rough-faced
done comer quains and alarge done dlipticd arch with radiating voussoirs thetframethe south
disolay window. The building mass hes af | atroof thet is olscured behind a sone comice lines
and a pargpet roof (Kautz Environmentad Conaultants 2006). The roofline is animated with a
decoratfve, mdicated done pargoet highlighted a the main entry comer (southwwest comer of the
building) with large gones with scroll motif desgns Origindly, there were two amdl chimney
dacks thet rase above the roof. These chimney gacks weere taken down due to sefety concems in
the 1970s

At the north end of the parcd dands acontributing building thet wes condmcted in 1966 on the
rear of the bark (Festure 2). Thisbuilding hes agtorefront thet extends dong the west devation
of thelot. The entry into this building isvisudly Stuated neer the center of the two buildings
aong thair westem faBade, which mekes it offset to the south end of the reer addition. The
commerdd bay isrecessad with SdewvaJs canted in towards the contemporary entry door of a
fiill-height glass pane in an duminumframe.A full display window south of the door is
narrower then its counterpart to the north of the entrance. North of the entry isthe commerad
bay window, divided into four vertica planes that are duminumframed. The Sorefront comice
Ismedke of ducco and hes aretractablefabric avning. Above thisisamassve, multi-pand, wall
with metd pands and two window panes Thisareaiis divided into 15 large rectangular pands
by metd framesand most panes are painted pink or grean with animd designs, as this addition
originaly houssd achildren's dothing sore named the Carousd Shop.  The windows on this
building have conarete brick sills. This gmcture, built in the modeme Kyle, wes desgned by
one of Nevadas mare renowned architects, Edward Parsons (Margie Foote persond
communication January 2007).

The primary budness entrance in the origina Bank of Sparks building islocated & the far west
end of the south devation and s2t back into arecesssd cutaway comer. This comer enfrance hes
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Section 7: Description (cont'd)

been modified over the years from its original form. The origina comer enfrance featured a door
that was a& a45-degree angle across thefront enfrance. After the First National Bank of Nevada
relocated to the 1000 block of B Sfreet in 1950 the building was occupied by the Sparks Bootery.
In the early 1950sthe Sparks Bootery owner reconfigured thefront enfrance to its current sate.
The front door today isarecessed & 90-degree angle. Thedoor ismede of wood with a2/3-light
over asingle horizontal panel. ThereisaDoric column aop a gone base a the south west
comer of building infront of the main enfrance (Kautz Environmental Consultants 2006). The
fransom light above the main enfranceis st in awoodf rameandfrontedwith wrought iron
security bars that give it the gopearance of being a multi-pane divided light.

The south faBade is dominated by awide Romanesgque sone arch and large display window.
Near the cutaway comer, the west fagadewall now has alarge contemporary tall rectangular
display window. Thelarge plate glass window isrecent, isset in an duminumframeand
divided into threevertical pands of equa dimension. Thiswindow has amassve sonesill of
sill of three sgparate blocks and abase pand below evidences anarrow section of brick. Left of
the large display window thereisalarge gray sone pilaster (Kautz Environmental Consultants
2006). Along this pilaster isa samooth area where abronze sign for the Bank of Sparks once
hung. Thewes sde of the sone arch exhibits a central section of smoothfini shedstone blocks
that isdightly recessed back from the rest; this isthe location of the current business sgnage.
The modem non-illuminated wood sign isfor the current business. Blue Garter Bridal and Tux.

Along the west devation are two very deegply recessed origina window openings. Each one of
these openings congsts of a one-over-one window with adouble-hung woodframe,sash and
surround. Both the sill and lintel for these openings are made of rough faced stone. Along this
fagade are d s0 the remnants of the historic window openings and door opening thet once graced
this sde of the building. These original openings were filled in with brick during the 1950s
when the Sparks Bootery occupied the building (Margie Foote personad communication January
2007). Thewes fagadewall has atotal of six window and two door openings which have been
filled with brick; only their gonelintels remain.

The Bank of Sparksbuilding retains ahigh level of integrity regarding the agpects of association,
materids, design, workmanship, feeling and location. Theusesof brick and stone throughout the
building suggestsinfluencefromthe Romanesgque Revival style. These materids aerarely
found in northem Nevada and their gppearance displays excdlent integrity in the aress of
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Section 7: Description (cont'd)

materias, design, and workmanship. The constmction design and architecturd detailing used in
the building remains unique among other building dong Victorian Avenuetoday. These
characterigtics illusfrate the transition and association that the building hes with the architecturd
design of the commercid Romanesque Revival style (Criterion C). Thebuilding has remained in
the same location throughout its history.

The integrity of setting has been compromised due to major Streetscape renovations that have
taken place through redevelopment over the past two decades. These projects have in effect
changed the historic use of Victorian Avenue from amajor commercia row and busnessdistrict
to apedestrian-oriented specia eventsand tourism venue. However, there are still severd
nearby commercid buildings that still display agpectsthat help portray the historic character of
this areg, including the adjacent jewelry busness (W.R. Adamsand Son Jewdersest. 1915) east
of the Bank of Sparks, built ca. 1925 (see Photo #2). Overall, the replaced and added materids
do not predominate the overal gopearance of the property and help display the importance of the
building onaloca leve with its association with commerce and land usagein early-mid Sparks
history (Criterion A). Thebuilding isthe best remaining example of early twentieth century
Romanesque Revival architecture in Sparks and perhapsinall of northem Nevada (Criterion C).
The Bank of Sparks building portrays its significance through its excellent integrity andis
currently one of oldest buildingsin Sparks.
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in oneor nore boxes for the criteria qualifying the
property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of our history.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristicsof a type, period, or
met hod of construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable
entity whose conponents lack individual distinction.
D Property has yielded, oris likely to yield information importanti n
prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mak "X' in all the baxes that apply.)

Property is:
A owned by a religiousinstitution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from itsoriginal location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commenorative property.
G less than 50 years of ageor achieved significancewithin the past 50

years.

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Commer ce

Communi ty Devel opment

Period of Significance 1905 - 1957

Significant Dates 1905; 1955

Significant Person (complete if criterion B is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder Unknown (Fl) - Edward Parsons (F2)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more
continuation sheets) See continuation sheets.

9. Mpjor Bibliographical References
Bibliography (cite books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form ononeor nore continuation
sheets

Previous documentation onfile (NPS):
prelimnary determnation of individual listing (36 CFR67) has been requested.
previously listed in the National Register
previously determned eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data
X State Historic Preservation Office
Ot her State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
X Other
Name of repository: Sparks Heritage Miseum
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Section 8. Significance

The Bank of Sparksbuilding isédligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places for
itsrolein the areasof architecture, community planning and development, and its association
with the history of commerce of Sparksonaloca level. TheBank of Sparksbuilding isone of
the oldest buildingsin the city having been builtin 1905. When completed it was thefi rstbank
in Sparksand proudly served railroad workersfrom the Southem Pacific Railroad. Throughout
its history the bank was the main bank for the commimity and aso served the business owners,
citizens, and the City of Sparks. Thebuilding today no longer serves as abank but still porfrays
its significance to the history of Sparks due to its excellent physical condition. Theoriginal bank
(FI) isdso significant & the Satelevel asitisararesurvivor of a architecture type that was
prevaent in the United Statesin the mid-late nineteenth century. The best-known example of this
architecture type isthe Smithsonian Ingtitution building (1847-1855). Although the bank was
built somewhat later than the pesk of Romanesque Revival in this county, it displaystypical
features of the Romanesgue Revival style, such as grey-tan ashlar sonework varied with red
brick on the fagades and wide, rounded arches. The Romanesgue Revival architecture stylewas
typically used in public buildings, including banks.

It gppears that the building was built 1904-1905 for the purposeof housing Sparks first bank,
the Bank of Sparks. Indeed, the Bank of Sparks building wasthe only bank of Sparks for many
decades. Buildings of Nevada (Nicoletta 2000:83) notes:

"Like other historic buildings on the north sde of Victorian Avenue, this smcture sood
near the railroad tracks that ran through Sparks. This small comer building offers a
vemacular interpretation of the Romanesgue Revival style. Stone quoins, ssgmenta
arches and pargpets confrast with red brick wallsin between. Themain entrance is
recessed in the building's comer, asingle cast iron column supporting the wall aove.
Smooth stone carved with scrolls highlight the roof comer over the enfrance. For many
decades the building housed the only bank in Sparks.”

The original Bank of Sparksbuilding isarare example of Romanesgue Revival architectura
stylein Nevada (Criterion C).
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Section 8. Significance (cont'd)

Early Sarks 19081909

In 1844, Eurcamericans on thair way west to Califomiaf i rstpessad through the SoarksReno
vicinity known as the Tmckee Meedows and wdcomed the grazing opportunities there after
crossng the dkaiflatsfromthe Humboldt Sink. The Cenfral Pacific Railroad passad through
the Tmckee Meedows-Reno-Sparks area beginning in 1869, a which time Reno weas established
as aralhead and supply center for the booming gold and slver mines of the nearboy Comdtock
Lode. Thedaosest divison point and repair facility weas Wadsworth, thirty miles eest of Reno.
The Southem Pecific Rallroad (SP) took over the Cenfra Pacific in 1885, but it was not until
New York capitdis Edward H. Harriman acquired the SP in 1900 thet the route was changed
through the Tmckee Meadows The re-route diminated dangarous curves and excessive grades,
avoidedfl oodplai ns,and shortened the line, bypassng Wadswvorth. Initidly Tmckee, Califomia
was

conddered for the new divison point, but railroad officias ultimately seitled on alocationin the
Tmckee Meadows eedt of Reno (Rainshedow Assodates 1993).

The SP Ralroad yards wearelaid out in early 1904, with milesof Sdetracks, hundreds of
awitches, a roundhouse with forty ddls, and largest tumtable in the world. When completed, the
repar hops wae the mog extendve and advanced of the time (Rainshedow Assodates 1993).

The Southem Pacific shops a Soaks are anong the most important on thet line. They
aethe same 9ze and capadity as the Ogden shops, andfii mi shemploymant to betwean
five and sx hundred men. Thegenad repar work of the SAt Lake divison of the
Southem Pacific is done & Soarks and it is esimated thet the grounds and improvements
a the Sparks shops codt the Southem Pacific $1,500,000. They have dl the latest
improvemeants, including dectric aanes and are up-to-dete in dl detalls. The round-
houseisfittedwith al the latest gopliances and hes fourty [9¢] ddls. Sparks boeds of a
population of 2,500 people, and isa modem railroad town. The monthly pay-roll is from
$100,000 to $125,000, and it an important factor to the Reno merchant. The excdlent
car-sarvice batwean Soarks and Reno affords the people of Sparks an opportunity to shop
in Reno (Davis 1984:1039 [1913)).

In 1903, the Southem Pecific Rallroad mede agartling offer to its Wadswvorth employees a fract
ofland would be laid out next to the rdocated roundhouse, and the railroad would give
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Section 8. Significance (cont'd)

evayone dear ded to alot. Thelots were located just north of the roundhouse and south of
Hariman Avenue (Victorian Avenue) an area later known as"The Resarve Added to this
dartling offer, the rallroad packed up every employegs house in Wadsworth and shipped thelr
bdongings tothe new town eest of Reno,freeof charge The rallroad st adde 67 |ots for
employesswho owned propaty in Wadsvarth. The lots werefirstlaid out eest-wes, but after
much discussion they were resurnveyed to lay in a northrsouth orientation (Soarks Centennid
Commisson 2004).

The Resarvelots st edde ware 40 feat by 150 fedt, larger then the dandard city lot Szein
Soaksa thetime 5 feat by 1425 feet. Thare wae two requireamants to thisoffer: 1) a desd
resfriction would be placed on the lots to forbid ay busness or sdoons ad 2) each employee
would have ninety days to rebuild his house afterfilingthe desd with Waghoe County. In the
summe of 1903, a drawing was hed with the employees names in one hat and the lot numbars
in another. For one dollar the employes had his neme placed in a lottery for the lots. Miss
Gladys Prait, the daughter of the Southem Pacific's mader medhanic drew the names ad
numbears By the ed of theday 67 |ots hed dhanged title and Sparks wasbom (Soarks
Centennid Commisson 2004).

From4 July to 7 duly in 1904, the Southem Pecific Railroad assged thair employess with the
movefromWeadsvorth to Soarks The rallroad providedfransportationof the buildings and
housshold goods for al of itsemployess as promised. Houseswere digmantled ad placed on
flat cars, household goods were shipped in box cars or by wagon dong with mbs and fruit
trees Itwas sad that only the grass reamained in Weadsworth. Sparks new citizenry arrived ina
continuous Sfream, with families cdlaming thair lotsand household goods stacked in piles. This
gave Soaks the digtinction of having much of itsorigind building gock "migrated” from
another community, dong with its resdents

The arduous task of rebuildingwas begun as shdter for the men and thar families wes urgent.
Housawives could be ssen trying to cook a hat med on kitchen foves st on open ground. Some
eetted tents while athers built shacksfor ddter until thair newv homes ware completed. Al
this was accomplished in record time as neighbor hdped neghbor in order to get thejob done
(Sparks Centennid Commisson 2004).
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The Resarve wes limited to resdantia buildings © anev busness didria wes etablidhed dong
the narth sde of presat-day Vidarian Avaue (faomealy B Sred) bewean 6h and 15h Sreds
where the Resarve and Rabison's Addition intersst (s Rabison Hause [Wadhce Caunty, NV
NRHP namination). Many nev busnesses induding the Bank of Soerks building ware
aondmaed in this conmeadd zaane to teke advantage o the prime location aarassfromthe P
ral yards (Soerks Catennid Cammissan 2004). Whae the Resarve and Radbison's Addition
intarseded iswhaeB Sred cameto be The survey o the Ressrve dloved &) fed far that
dred while the Rabisonfractprovided 10 fed ad © B Sred ame to have the edravegant
width of 180 fet as it passad these dty blocks No busneses ware dlovaed on the south
dde of B Sred, as it wes part of the Resarve and Southan Padfic manegamat and anployess
requeted that no busnesses a sHloons be part of the Resave

The rav community wesfir stknoamn as Ead Rag ad then some aongdearation wes gven to
names 2uch as Nav Wadsnvath and Glendde In April 194 the toan wes offically nemed
Soarks ata Nevadds papular Govenar Jdin Soarks Soarks inaorparated on Mardh 15,1906,
and the nev canmimity of 120 souls quikly deded amaya and dty coundl. The fir st
daxead offiaal o the City of Soarks weare W E. Daton (Mayar), Charles E. Beamer
(Caundlman), Alexander Pdlodk (Caundlmen) ad Elithu H. Pradar (Counalmean). City
govarmat immadiady facad dndlenges sudh as the ladk of adeguate senitary fadlities ad the
ned far a vduntes fir edgoartmet (Raindhedowv Assodates 19903). The Soarks sthad didria
wes egablided in 194 with dasses bang hdd & the two durdies in tom—G. A. Rdbison sdld
the land usad far ae of thess the Emanud Baptid Churdh.

Camplaed in 1985 the Bank of Soerks goad & the comer of 10h and B Sreds The year d0
merked the inaorparaion o the dty of Soarks ad the ineuguraion of an dedric trdley s/gam
gparaing bawan Rao ad its nev naghbar to the eed. Thefr olleysden darted & the P
degpat in Soerks andfraveleddong Harriman Avenue bdare linking up with 4 Sredt an it way
wes to domtomn Rena This sdem sarvead the community and wes maintained continuoudy
until Spptembe 1927,  In Soarks thaewes an agonishing variety of retail busnesses

evan thaugh the nevfr olleyline mede shgoping in neerby Reno essy. Pariadic " Sxp & Hare'
ampagns fdlonved the inagation o thefr olley; Soerks meardnants then ad nov have manegad to
atrad eaugh local trade to ramain in bugness (Randadov Assoaates 1993). Lodking
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Section 8. Significance (cont'd)
ove the early higory of Soarks busness community, it gopears that busnessmen were the

principa community booders by doing mare then thar dhare in pushing for and financing
community improvemants, ad taking aleading part inthe political life of the community.

Table I Population Edimatesfor Soarks Snce Incorporation

1904 1200
1915 2,000
1917 3,500
1921 4,000
1930 4,300
1940 5,300
1950 8,200

In Sparks rallroad union officials suoosaded in kegping gambling halls, sloons and brathds to a
minimum, unlike Reno wheare these activities ware mgor factorsin the local economy. In
essenoe, Soarksfimctionedas acomparny townf romits inception until the SP shops weare dosd
in 1966 (Rainshedow Assodaes 1993). Voter regidration danted Democrdic, reflecting the
pro-labor mgority of the rallroad employess in Sparks

Yarks 1930190

Although the rest of the country was beginning to fed the effects of the Great Depresson by

1930, Soarks remained relatively wdl off due to the rdiability of the raillroad. In November

1930, however, the lack of railfrafficcausad the railroad Shops to aut back workers to three days a
wesk. By Decambe trafficfiirtherdowed and 171 dhop men weare out of work. After this saries of
layoffs, a community meing wes held to condder rdief meeares for the men ad thair families
(Rainshadow Asodiates 1985). Findly the City of Sparks dedided to dlow limited gambling in

Its downtown core after the passege of adatewide gambling law in 1931 The tax recdpts from
these Sx gambling entarprises hdped the municipd govemmat somewhet through the tough
years of 1931-1932. City revenuesfromthose six licenses averaged $ 1,000 par month in 1931,
and in 193 gaming revenues increesd.
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Probdlems of rdief for the uneamployed continued to be Spoarks main problemin 1931 Railroadersin
the yards asssted men passng through town out of their own pockets A relief committee wes
organized ad plans were medke to ak those men il working to dongte ane paroant of thalr paychecks
every month for the relief fund. Many men agread, even though thar own wages weaecut 10-
19% as 1931 drew to aclose (City of Sparks 1985). An additional hardship during this
time was when the Bank of Soarks (the city'sonly bark a thetime), dong with the rest of the
George Wingfidd banking chain acrossNevada, failed in 1932. The failure of the Bank of
Sparks severdy hurt Sparks citizens, busnesses and govemment.  Large sumsof public
fimdsin the schods ad in city improvements wereinvested in the Bank of Sparks and were
lost through the bank failure. Dueto this failure the City was forced to lay off severd
teachars and workersfromthe Sreat aews (Sparks Centennid Commisson 2004). However,
with the onst of war in Ergpe in the late 19305 business on the railroad picked up and the shaps
retumed to afive-dayschedule  Some of the laid-off railroad workers and City govemment
and School district employees returned to work (Rainshedow Assodiates 1985).

Various federdly-fimded public warks prgects dso maked the Dgaresson erain Sparks
Beginning with federal help in the form of Recongmction Fnance Corporetion loen
money, the City employed men to dean mbbishfromadleys and cut down wesads (Earle 1935).
The amount of work eech men recaived depanded on the number of his dgpendants Other public
works projects in Soarks funded through the federal government included: widening, paving
and ather improvemants on B Sfreet, completing the Pyramid Highway, repar and congmction of
curbs and gutters, saver work; grounds work a public buildings, including reconditioning
the ahleticfield & Mitchell School, and reconsdmcting Dear Park (Earle 1985). Unemployed
women during the time aso performed essentid tasks for the federal government such as
working in the library, serving hat lunches in the schools and mending dathes for donation to relief
aaaes

In 1940, as Americas natiiona economy continued to improve due to the damends for resources
for war maerids in Europe, railroad busness rose again and brought Sparks out of the
Depresson. Railroaders who hed bean working short hours before the war or nat & all, now
found themsdves working overtime. Subsequently, the commerad busness ssctor dong B
Sreat flourished. Soon after Americas entry into WWII many of Sparks youth enlisted in the
amad forces, mativating the ditizens of Sparks to become heavily involved with awide variety
of war-time activities. Women of Sparksjoined the Red Cross, st Up sawing rooms, and
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organized aloca group to provide coffee and donuts to soldiers passing through Soarks on the
rallroad. Men took part in scrgp drives and high schodl girls babysat for mathers involved in the
war effort. Perhgps the biggest Sparks project during WWII was the raising of fimds to purchese
aMitchdl B-25 bomba which caried the name, " Spirit of Sparks' (Rainshadow Asociates
1993). This bomber sarved on mary impartant combet missons in the Meditaranean Thedter in
194 and 1945. It isbdieved thet the fiinds for the "Spirit of Sparks' were raised by the
commimity & the First National Bank then located in the Bank of Sparks building (sse below).

Sparks Pogt WWII - Presant

During the 1980s Sparks downtownfl ourishedas the main busness didrict. Withtheriang
popularity of the automobile following the war. Sparks bugness didrict shiftedfroma
pedestrian didrict into an auto-oriented digtrict. Spead limitswere increased and the park setting
dong the south sde of B Sfreet had givenway to parking lotsin order to accommodete for U.S.
40. U.S. 40 during the 1950s became the main eest-wedt thoroughfare for travders across the
Tmckee Meadows Many prominant budnessss dong B Siredt of this period induded Haes
Dmg Store Gazins Men's Fumishings, Sparks Electric, Bakers Thrifty Food Market, Sparks
Fumiture and Hardware Company, The Toggery, Wk&R Adams, and Sparks Boatery in the
former Bank of Sparks building (Sperks Centennid Commission 2004). Also part of this boom
wais the expangon of housng tracts to the north and eedt of the downtown core

The egadlishment of new indudrid warehousng and touriam indudries led to a new sort of
devdopment dong B Strest during this economic boom.  Following the 1949 pessage of
Nevadds first Free Port Law, Sparks economy wes further boosted. This new law
provided for tax-free warehousng of goods dedined for sle in ather dates, thus warehousng
indugtry in Sparkswashbom. A ssoond law pesssd in 1961 induded meaterids to be assamided into
finished goods for sde dsavhare ad further drove indudrid warehousng devdgomant during the
1950s (Earle 1985). These laws, combined with Sparks excdlent aooess to trangpartation—"the
P lineand Highway U.S 40nterdate 80— ad to the establidhment of severd warehouse
complexes in the former farming and ranching aress south of town. It is esimated thet during this
time mare then twenty million feet of warehousng and manufacturing oece wes built to save
the locd, regiond and nationd damands of commace (Randhedow Assodaes 1935). The
Sparks industriadl complex soread to indude the former ranches of Charles Oppio, Pae
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Chrigensen, Larry Samaza, R. Kleppe, Richard DePodi and the Rossi, Garaventa. Robison,
Cassindli and Matini families (Earle 1985). Warehousng put new, more veludble, taxadle
propaty on the assessart rolls thus provided enployment for a growing community, ad
heping gour new devdopment in downtown Sparks

Due to technologica dhanges in the railroad indudry, the Southem Pecific Rallroad dosad its
Soarks dop facilities in 1956 (Soarks Centennid Commisson 2004). Buffering this mgor blow
to the Sparks economy wias legdized gaming—/Whose presance in Soarks thet until thet time, hed
nat bean "encouraged” by rallroad manegement—with  the estadlishment of Dick Graves

Nugget and Karl Berge's Siver Club. In 1955 Dick Graves eseblished the Nugget on the north
ddeof B Strest. In 1956, the caano expanded and moved to the south Sde of B Street. Graves
Aves subssquently bought out after hisretireament in 1980 by present owner John Ascuaga, who
built the Nugget into one of the largest hatd/caanos in the date. Karl Berge would eventudly
expand his caanofromone smdl building into alarge casano that today oocupies the entire 1000
block of B Sfreet. The once-aganflourishingcommerda busness ssctor dong B Sfreat
combined with the infusion of mgor gaming hdlstumed the Soarks economy in the 1950s avay
from dgpadence on therailroad.

The Bank of Sparks

The Bank of Sparks building oocupies the northeest parcd & the intersection of 10F Sfrest and
Victorian Avenuein hitoric busness didrict of downtoavn Soarks Victorian Avenue
(higtoricdly B Sret or Harriman Avenue) hes been the primary commerdd corridor for Soarks
gnce the city'sincgption in 1905. Through thefirsthaf of the twentigth century, Victorian
Avenue a0 fimctioned as the city's main hignway as U.S. Highway 40 followed much of this
sare route However, today's Victorian Avenue hes dnanged in function due to succesfiil
redevd opmant embarked by the city's Redevdopment Agency. Thisredevdopment hes aregted
nuMaous contemporary  dterations to the Srestscgpe, changing itfroma business didfrict to a
goedid events and touriam venue, dlowing for more pedestrian-fHendly movement and
interaction. These improvamants over the lagt two decedes have eradicated much of the historic
dregtscgpe and context once presant in this budness didrict.
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The Bank of Soarks building was condmcted on land purchessdfromGeorge W. Robisonin
1908 by Dr. SE. Morse of Wadswvorth. Dr. Morse sold the comer lot to Kirman and Harris of
the Reno Farmears & Merchants Bank for $2,000, a pramiere price for land in Sparks a thet time.
The Bank of Sparks was established on October 22,1904 with acapitd of $2,500. The first
officias of the bark were Presdent-Wdter J. Harris, Vice-Presdent-Richard Kirman, later
Govemor of Nevada and Mayor of Reno, and the bank's cashier was William McMillian, later
Sate Treasure of Nevada (Soarks Centennid Commisson 2004). On January 5 1905, the Rao
Evening Gazette announcad the new bank building hed been ingoected by bank Presdent Harris
and Vice Presdent Kirman thet wesk, and plans for opening the bank, "something thet will bea
gregt convenience to the town,” weare st for January 15,1905 (REG 5 January 1905). The
opening of the bank predated the incorporation of Soarks by two months

The bank functioned as the only bark in Soarks during this time, and its main cusomeas were
Southem Pecific Rallroad employess It was sad thet on rallroad paydays the bank would be the
dte of savad fimdrasng events for loca charitable organizations (Margie Foote persond
communication January 2007).

In 1907, the banks of Reno and Sparksjoined together to organize the Rano Clearing House
Association in order to facilitate daly exdhanges andfransacti onsamongd the aredls barks
(Davis 1984:634). A totd of Sx inditutions origindly founded the Reno Clearing House

In 1925, the Bank of Sparks was dte of the mod notorious robbery in the higtory of Sparks. The
robbery of the bank was only the sscond robbery to teke place in Nevada during the modem ea
In the early moming hours of March 31, a young-looking masked men entered the bank, ordered
alfivebank employess into the vault, and locked them indde (Nevada Siate Joumd [NSJ 8
Sgptamber 1925). The thief procssded to "very calmly™ rab the bank in less then ane hour.
After geding goproximatdy $32,083fromthe benk the masked men mede his escape. After
severd months with no leaeds or suspadts in the case, Dudiey M. Boyle weas arested onduly 2 in
Goldfield by Eamerdda County Sherriff W.B. Mercer and Wadhoe County Sherriff John D.
Hillhouse while he was atempting tofl eeto LasVeges (REG 28 Sgqaemba 1925).

Boyle was brought to trid in Reno in Sgatamber of 1925. The trid was ane of the biggest and
mog dosaly followed of the 1920s The trid lasted fourteen days and was filled with captive
audiences and followed by dally newspgper accounts of the trid. During the trid it was found
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thet Boyle had aooess to keys to the Bank of Sparks. The keyswere providedto him by dose
friend and former bank bookkegper Jeke Lute Smith. A few days before the March 31 roobery.
Smith resgnedfromhis postion with the bank. It was bdieved thet Smith duplicated his s of
keys and gave tham to Boyle before he resgned. On Sgpteamber 30, 1925 after severd daysof
ddiberation by thejury Mr. Boyle was found guilty of robbing the Bank of Sparks (NSJ 30
September 1925).

In 1920, Reno banker George Wingfied purchasad the bank. Under Wingfied's leedership the
bank'sinterior wes remodded and modem equipment was inddled. After severd bed fmancid
moves and poor manegaat dedsons mede during the Great Depresson the bank wes forced to
doseitsdoarsin 1932 Thedosure of the bank cogt Sparks depodtors 3% of their money ad
to the detriment of Soarks marchants, forced SP Rallroad personnd to cash thair paychecks
dsawhare The doaure of the bank dso affected the community as the City lost money intended
for the genard fund and schools. The dosure placed an additiond hardship on teechars ad city
employess. The 1933 graduating dass of Sparks High Schoadl logt al of its annud moniesin the
doaure of the bank. Conssquently, there waan't a yearbook printed, the only timein the higory
of the schoal thet hes happened (Soarks Centennid Commisson 2004).

In October 1934, the Sparks Lions Club began working with the Sparks City Council on opening
another bark in Sparks The Sparks City Council gppainted a committee composad of mambas
of the Sparks Lions Club ad the busness community to acquire a bark branch for Soarks Mr.
H.J. Gazin, owner of Gazin's clothing dore neartoy on B Stret, led the benk movemat. The
committee mat with officials of First Nationa Bank on October 23 and by November 8, they sert
representatives to ameding where the only item on the aganda was getting a bank branch of the
Frst Nationd Bank into Sparks (Soarks Centennid Commission 2004).

Progress was mede on June 28, 1936 when a bank for Sparkswas assured. Theloca peper
anomoad thet bank presdent CF. Wente recaived permissonfromWashington to open a fifth
branch of the First Nationa Bank & the former Bank of Soarkslocation (REG 28 June 1935).
Two months later in Augugt, the Sparks Branch of the First Nationd Bank opened its doors
(Rainshedow and Assodiates 1985). The meneger of the new bank was Mr. Joe Soragia As
menege” Joewasin dharge of balandng the books axd providing loans. It wes sad that money
was loaned by just a handsheke (JoAnne Waters parsond communication Decamber 2006).
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Under the direction of Soragia the Firdt Nationd Bankflourishedduring the 1930s and 1940s
During WWII the bank wes the Ste of numerous fimdraising drivesin support of the wer effort.
Money rasedfromwar bonds and scrgp metd drives throughout al of Sparks were depogted &
the bank. It isbdieved thet the fimdsfor the " Spirit of Sparks' bomber were rased by
community through the First Nationd Bank (Margie Foote persond communication Jenuary
2007). The Sparks Branch of the First Nationd Bank remained in the building until 1950.

In 1950, the Sparks Branch of the First Nationd Bank hed outgrown the building so the owners
decided to move the branch into a new building with a modem drive-through. The Ste chosen

for the new building was in the 1000 block of B S wheare the Silver Club caano now dands
However, thisgStedid not have enough goece to acoommodate a drive-through, S0 in order to
congmct the modem auto-rdated feature, the ank worked out aded with the adjacent propaty
owner, Hary S Foote The bank and Harry Foote sivgoped the Bank of Sparks lot with Mr.
Foote's|ot adjacant to the new bank branch. Shortly after taking ownership, Foote begen renting
the former Bank of Sparks building out to asucoesson of retall busnesses

Sarting in 1980, busness ova Fak Bauimaen goaraed the Soarks Boaey & this location
until 194 Marge Foae pasond aammunicaiaon January 2007). The minar aontenparary
atemations invdving the windoas and main entry aswdl asfillingin the window ad door
goanings dang the west devation ware mede whan the Soarks Boaley aooupied in the building
After natiang the tramandaus anaut o resdatid gonth in Soerks ome Harry Foate
daadad thet thare wes a ned in the toan far a dhildren's dathing dare Fode commissaned
renonned Neveda archited Edward Parsmns to desgn a dhildren's gare an the badk hdlf of the
lat, anto the reer of the Bank of Soerks building (Marge Fodte parsond communication January
2007). After campleiion of the building in 195 the Carousd S (Festure 2) wes goanad. The
altry fa the nev gare in the 1965 Rao City Direday (RL. Pdk ad Co. 1959 reeds
"CAROUSEL SHOP (Marge Foae Clathing Children and Infants 'Every Boy is a Beau,
Every Girl Is A Bdle After Shopping At the Carousd’, 210 10+, Td Elgin 520"

The interior and exterior of Parson's 1956 (Feature 2) building today isin excdlent condition

and ishome to The Harb Lady. The origind metd pands painted with animals thet might gpopesr
onacaousd aein aremakadly good gate The origind Carousd Shop contributes to the
overd| dgnificance of the Bank of Sparks building.
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In 1973, Margie Foote acquired the property after her father Harry's desth. Margie, afour-term
Sate Assmblywomen (1967-1975) and aonetem Siate Senator (1975-1981) for Sparks, il
meneges both buildings on the lot today. From 1974 to 1982 Harry's Busness Machines
operated in the bank building, andfrom1982 to 1992 an architecturd office was located in the
former bank (Margie Foote parsond communication January 2007). The origina Bank of
Soarks building (Feature 1) iscurrently home to Blue Garter Bridal and Tux.

Edward Parsons

Edward Parsons, awell regpected and nationdly acdamed architect, desgned and restored over
700 buildings in Nevada throughout hisillugtrious carear. A gradugte of the Univergty of
Pennsylvanids architecture school. Parsons held afdlowship in the American Inditute of
/"chitects, the highest pogtion in thet organization (Neveda Division of Historic Presarvation
and Archaeology 1939).

Bom in Tonopeh, Nevada in 1907, Edward Parsons moved with his family to Reno in 1922. As
adudent & Reno High Schooal, it wes there thet educator Dr. Effie MonaMack noticed Parsons
work and urged him to pursue acaresr in architecture. After high schodl Parsons atended the
Universty of Southem Cdifomiain 1924 to dudy architecture, butfransferredto the University
of Penngylvania shortly theregfter (Mdinky 2005). During his dudies there, Parsons was
influenced by the Beaux Arts architecturd  syle, amodem yle that predominated the Univeraty
of Pennsylvania architecture school. After graduation from the University of Pennsylvania,
Parsons atempted to gain employmant in Philade phia, but he was unsuccessful <0 he retumed
to the Reno-Sparks area and mecke it his pameanat bese to practice his"craft” (Soan 1991).

Initidly, another wdl-known architect Russdll Mills hired Edward Parsons as an ingoector for
congmction projects. At thet time Mills sarved as the Home Owners Loan Corporation
(HOLC) reconditioning supervisor for the area and Parsons asaged Mills in desgning projects
(Mdinky 2005). Also early in his carear. Parsons worked with Nevadds preeminent architect of
the twentieth century, Frederic Del_ongchamps  Parsons eventudly opened his own practice in
1938 and enjoyed an illudfrious carear in which he desgned or resored mery prominant
buildings throughout al of Nevada. Parsons desgned severd resdences in the wedthy
Newlands Addition in Reno, the L. Clarence Kind House in Reno (listed in the National Regider
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of Higtoric Places 10/05/05), and marny buildings on the Univeraty of Nevada, Reno campus
Later in his caresr. Parsons was indmmentd in restoring historic buildings acrass Nevada
(Mdinky 2005). By 1979, he wes supavidng virtudly al of the mgor restoraion projects in

the date including; the Lake Manson in Reno, Bowars Mangon in Wadhoe Valey, the Mormon
Sation in Genoa, the Fourth Ward Schoadl and Piper's Opara Housein Virginia City, ad the

Sate Capitol Building in Carson City (Soan 1991). In Sparks, Parsons desgned the Carousd
Shop Children's Store in 1955 (contributing resource. Feature 2, & the rear of the Bank of Soarks
building), an addition to the Nevada Siate Mentd Hospitd in 1971, and City of Sparks Fire
Sation #3 in 1974 (Univerdty of Nevada, Reno Specid Callections Department Persond
Communication April 2007).

I ntegrity

In concdluson, the Bank of Soarks building (Festures 1. and 2) retains high levd of integrity in the
aress of assoddion, materids desgn, feding, workmandhip and location. The Bank of Sparks
building is Sgnificant in tarms of locd higory (Criterion A) in the aress of Community Planning
and Devdopmant, Commerce, and Architecture (Feature 2, Criterion C). The originad 1906 bank
in the Romanesque Revivd gyle, isdso architecturdly sgnificant (Criterion C) on adate levd

& arare exanple of that architecture dyle. The Carousd Shop, a 1956 retall outlet built by a
locally prominent architect in the Intemationd Style, in addition to the 1906 origina building,
shows community devdopment and the evolution of busnessssin Soarksfromits earliest days

to the lad days of the SP Rallroad in Sparks
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Section 10: Geographical Information
Boundary Description

The Nationd Regigter of Historic Flaces boundaries of the Sparks Bank Building indude the

land (0.08 aores) and presant buildingswithin the parcd identified as \Washoe County Assessor's
Parcel Number 032-193-15, Wadhoe Coimty, Nevada, within Section 5, Townsghip 19N, Range
20E (Mt. Diablo Meridian).

Boundary Justification

Resource boundaries indudedl land historically assodaed with the lot identified as Washoe
County, Nevada APN 032-193-15, Lot 12, Block 2, Robison's Addition, Sparks

Phao Log Bank of Sparks Building, 948 Vidarian Avenue Sparks Nevada (Washoe Co.).
Digitd imeges onfil et the NV Sate Historic Presarvation Office.

Photo Number Description Date/Photographer
1 Exterior, front facade, facing north/northeest. June 6, 2005/K autz
Environmental

2 Exterior, front faBade, showing adjacent retailer, W.R.  May 29, 2007/T.
Adams & Sons Jewders. Facing north/northwest. McBride

3 Exterior, westem devation, showing front fabade of May 29, 2007/T.
Feature 2. Facing southeest. Note "carousdl” animal McBride
meta panels.

4 Interior, Feature 2, facing north. Notecircular May 29,2007/T.

mezzanine on rear wall smulating acarousdl shape. McBride
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Bank of Sparks
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEVADA, Washoe

DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 15/ 07 DATE OF PENDI NG LI ST: 8/ 31/ 07
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 9/ 15/ 07 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/ 28/ 07

DATE CF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 07001013

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:

OTHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUEST® N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

COMDJIT WAl VER N
_ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMVENTS:

RECOM / CRI TERI A _

REVI EVEER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comrents Y/ N see attached SLR Y/ N

[f a nomnation i sreturned tothenomnating authority, the
nom nation i sno |onger under consideration by t he NPS.
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Sfafe Historic Preservation Officer
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August 14, 2007 RECENED 2280
AG 15 Ay

Ms. Alexis Abemathy NAREG?
National Park Service

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places

1201 Eye Street, N.W., 8 Foor

Washington D. C, 20005

Dear Ms. Abemethy:

Please find endosed a nomination for the following property inthe Nationa Register of Historic
Places

» Bank of SparksBuilding, Sparks, Nevada (Washoe County)

The property owner and local officials werenotified per the regulations, and the Nevada Board of
Musaums and History gpproved the nominations & ther quarterly meeting on June 14, 2007.

If you haveany questions, please contact me by telephone a (775) 684-3445 or by email &
tmcbride@cdan.lib.nv.us. Thank you for your assstance.

Sincerdly.
Terri McBride

National Register Coordinator

endosures

(NSPO Rev. 2:07)



