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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Trinity Episcopal Church is built of rock-faced stone on a
Greek-cross plan and topped by a cross-gable roof. To the left of
the main entrance is a square stone tower topped by a hipped roof
and pierced by a variety of long, narrow windows which recall the
stair tower of the inner court of the H. H. Richardson Allegheny
County courthouse and jail. At the outside corner of this square
tower is a slender, round tower which rises from its base and is
reminiscent of a minaret. In the base of the square tower is a
corner entrance to the church, and at the top of this tower is an
open arcade of short, squatty columnsjinside this arcade sit the
church bells. The main facade of the Trinity Episcopal Church is
screen-like and simplified. Two small arched windows frame a wide,
Syrian-arch doorway which springs from two short, dark stone columns.
The facade is banded by narrow, stone string courses. Directly
above the arched entrance is a large round. window, handsomely out-
lined in stone and filled with Tiffany stained-glass called

"the Angel of Prayer."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Trinity Episcopal Church is one of the finest works of the
Oshkosh architect William Waters, who is best know for his design
of the Wisconsin Building at the World's Columbian Exposition of
1893. The design derives to a certain extent from the St. Paul's
Episcopal Church of Milwaukee and is an excellent example of the
vernacular Richardsonian Romanesque popular in this period of
Oshkosh's development as a city. The church was begun in 1887 and
finished in 1889 for a parish founded in 1854.

The quality of the Tiffany stained glass portrayal of '"the Angel of
Prayer" in the large, round window of the front facade givesthe
church significance in the area of art in addition to architecture,
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William Waters, Wisconsin Necrology, Vol. 16, p. 132.

"William Waters," Commemorative Biographical Record of the Fox River—

Valley Counties of Brown, Outagamie, and Winnebago, Wisconsin.

Lawson, P., A History of Winnebago County, Wisconsin, Chicago, 1908, p. 562.
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