
FORM E - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AREA 
DEC 2 6 1988 

FORM NO. 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white)' Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

See attaciied uap. 

1834 

Town Worcester 

Address 5̂4 i^astem Avenue 

Historic Name -r i c Carlson Tnree-L'eckei 

Use: Present rssiaentiai 

Original resiaentiaJ 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 189a 

Source "Orcester nouse directory 

Style W'Jsen Anne st2/le thret—decker 

Architect 'jm-nown 

Exterior Wall Fabric "̂ -ood clapboara and z  

Outbuildings ̂ -ĉ e 
cut snmsie 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition good 

Moved Date 

Acreage less tnan 1/4 acre 

Setting Lste 19th century, nulti - f a n i l y , 

residential street, in a rov; of sirdlar 

tnree-Gecxers 

trm REFERENCE 19/270000/4683770 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester North 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Hicnael Steinit 

Organization ''̂ ^ 

Date Decer.ber 1968 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

The Eric Carlson Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
worknanship, fe e l i n g and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s association with the 
Scandanavian, working-class, multi-faniily r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood that developed north of 
Belr.ont Street i n the l a t e 19th century. I t i s also a remarkably well-preserved, w e l l -
detailed, and unusually ornate example of the early forms of Queen Anne style three-decker 
popular i n the c i t y during t h i s period. The Carlson Three-Decker thus .neets c r i t e r i a A 
and C of the National Register of K i s t o r i c Places on the local l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGiNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other bui'dings within the community. « 
Architecturally, 154 Eastern Avenue i s a v.-ell-preserved, well-detailed example of the Queen 
Anne style three-deckers popular i n Worcester i n tha 1890s. The house has the characteristic 
hip roof, side-hall plan, and side-wall jog. The asymmetrical facade has an end-bay entry 
which, unlike the neighboring Eastern Avenue houses of the same construction date, has a 
three-tier porch. The porch retains i t s spindle friezes and balustrades, and i t s turned 
posts. I t i s flanked by a three-story bay window with f l a r e d , shingle-covered s k i r t s betv/een 
stories. Decorative window caps have sawtooth molding. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comiminity. 
The Carlson Three-Decker, b u i l t ca. 1894, was located i n an early area of three-decker 
construction on the h i l l slope north of Belmont Street, an area dom.inated during 
this period by families of Swedish, Finn-Swede, and Finnish extraction. Many residents of 
the working-class neighborhood were employed at the nearby North Works of the Washburn and 
iioen Company ( l a t e r American Steel and Wire), or i n other local firms that employed s k i l l e d 
metal v.'orkers. The building at 154 Eastern Avenue was part of a row b u i l t ca. 1894. The 
f i r s t o\/ner was Eric Carlson, a blacksmith, who also resided here. Tenants i n 1894 included 

ulson, an e.mory wheel maker; and Adrian Dahlquist, a r o l l e r . By 1902, the house was 
owned by Mrs. Loise Robbins. Tenants that year incluaed Austin Bagley, a shoemaker; and 
T. Rystrom, a cabinetmaker, Mrs. Robbins resided here through the 1920s. Tenants i n 1912 
included Peter Swenson, a skatemaker; and John Lukko, a laborer. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Worcester Directory, u'orcester House Directory, 1894, 1902, 1912, 1920, 1930. 

L,J, Richards, Atlas of the City of Vvorcester, 139o, 1911, 1922. 

J. Callahan et a l . , W'orcester Three-Decker Survev, 1981. 
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Eric Carlson Three-Uccker 
154 Eastern Ave., WorcesTer 
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