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Tonn North Andover
Address 547 Osjood street

Historic Kare Col. John OsEood House

Use: Present Residence (rental)
Original Residence

DESCRPTION

Dae ca 1720

Source Visual analysis

Style Transitional First Period

Architect
Exterior Wdl Fabric Clapboard

Outbuil dings “ate 19th c. barn/shed

Kagor Alterations (with dates) -aVly 20th c.:
house reoriented fro®i south to west w.nen
road altered; chimney stack probably replace

trier
Condition Good

i“ariy /.utn c. re-
Koved "es Dote sited 9C* on oric.

site
Acreace part of 10.29 acre parcel

Settino Set back-fron; rural road on.open
fields of a large horse farm - Nunerous 19t h

c. barns and outbuildings behind house

Recorded by ‘'eJora Pat Smal |
N

Organization Boston Liniversity

July 1985
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Property Name ‘AR Osgood
House

I ndi cate each itemon inventory foimwhidi is being continued bel ow.
S| GNI FI CANCE

The Col. John Osgood House retains integrity of design, materials, and
wor kmanship in itslate First Period/transitional frame, making i t
eligible under Criterion C  The double-dove-tailed binding timbers
that join the two sections of the house at attic level are extremely
unusual solutions to the conmon Massachusetts problem of how to connect
two frame houses. Although the house has been noved, it has only been
turned 90 degrees on itsoriginal site, essentially leaving it with
integrity of location.

EXTERI OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Col. John Gsgood House isa 2 1/2 story, five bay central chimey
cl apboarded structure with integral rear lean-to. The left side of the
house was originaly a one cell 2 1/2 story building. Another one cell,
2 12 story First Period building was attached to the right of the
chimey. The present facade has a gabled one story porch entrance and
three dormer windows in the roof. A 20th century screened porch
projects from the right end of the house; part of the adjoining end of
the lean-to has been renoved to nmake a patio. The house was turned
early in the 20th century to face west.

MAJCR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The left side of the house seenms to be original to the site, asits
frame contains the chimey. Nevertheless, itsframng menbers,
including transverse sumer beans on both floors, are al | boxed. Only
the right side of the house now displays late First Period details

thus either both buildings were constructed al most simultaneously and
then joined, or the right hand section was built first and added to the
newer Second Period house constructed, perhaps, with the addition in

m nd.

The first floor right hand room has an exposed quirk-beaded transverse
surmer beam supported by story posts. The front plate has a beveled
chanfer with taper stops to either side of the story post, and small

| amb' s tongue stop at the south end. The rear plate has a beveled
chanfer with no stops; the end post i s quirk-beaded.

Al t hough the chimmey i s centrally located, the first and second floor

pl ans have long central halls created by running tw chimey stacks up
the inner walls of the main roons to arch together in the attic to form
the center chimey. As the house was reoriented early in the 20th
century, this unusual chimey stack probably dates from modernizations
undertaken at that time. In the unlikely event that the present stack

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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is a copy of anold configuration, i twuld represent an extremely
unusual adaptation of First Period exterior aesthetics t o Second Period
interior planning.

The second floor right hand room has a transverse sunmer beam flared
end posts, story Posts, and plates with quirk beading. | ntheattic,
the rafters visibly extend over theintegral lean-to. Theendtie
beans of t hetwo houses are joined together by neans of two short
doubl e-dove-tailed binding timbers, (see photo,) a very unusual
technique for joining houses i nMassachusetts Bay.

BANDARY DESCR PTI ON

one

Staple tolnventory form at botton
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

IVlultiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281



