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Town Nor th Andover 

Address 547 Osjood s t r e e t 

Historic K'ame C o l . John OsEood House 

Use: Present Residence ( r e n t a l ) 

O r i g i n a l Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1720 

Source V i s u a l analys is 

S ty l e T r a n s i t i o n a l F i r s t Per iod 

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard 

Outbui l dinqs ^ate 19th c. barn/shed 

Kajor Alterations (with dates) -â l̂y 20th c.: 
house r e o r i e n t e d f ro^ i south to west w.nen 
road a l t e r e d ; chimney s tack probably replace 

t r ier 
Condition Good 

Koved "̂ es 
i^ar iy /.utn c. r e -

Do te s i t e d 9C^ on o r i c . 
s i t e 

Acreace part of 10.29 acre parcel 

Settino Set back-fron; r u r a l road on.open 

f i e l d s of a large horse farm - Numerous 19th 

c. barns and outbuildings behind house 

Z E N 

UTI'l REFERE?»'CE 19 / 327-030 / ̂ 729-540 Recorded by '•Jora Pat Small 

USGS QUADRAJ;GL 
(now Lawrence) . . ^ ,. . 

South Grovelanc Organ iza t ion Boston L i n i v e r s i t y 

1:25,000 J u l y 1985 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Col. John Osgood House retains i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, and 
workmanship in i t s la t e F i r s t Period/transitional frame, making i t 
e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C. The double-dove-tailed binding timbers 
that j o i n the two sections of the house at a t t i c level are extremely 
unusual solutions to the common Massachusetts problem of how to connect 
two frame houses. Although the house has been moved, i t has only been 
turned 90 degrees on i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e , e s s e n t i a l l y leaving i t with 
in t e g r i t y of location. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Col. John Osgood House i s a 2 1/2 story, f i v e bay central chimney 
clapboarded structure with integral rear lean-to. The l e f t side of the 
house was originaly a one c e l l 2 1/2 story building. Another one c e l l , 
2 1/2 story F i r s t Period building was attached to the right of the 
chimney. The present facade has a gabled one story porch entrance and 
three dormer windows in the roof. A 20th century screened porch 
projects from the right end of the house; part of the adjoining end of 
the lean-to has been removed to make a patio. The house was turned 
early i n the 20th century to face west. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The l e f t side of the house seems to be o r i g i n a l to the s i t e , as i t s 
frame contains the chimney. Nevertheless, i t s framing members, 
including transverse summer beams on both floors, are a l l boxed. Only 
the right side of the house now displays late F i r s t Period d e t a i l s ; 
thus either both buildings were constructed almost simultaneously and 
then joined, or the right hand section was b u i l t f i r s t and added to the 
newer Second Period house constructed, perhaps, with the addition in 
mind. 

The f i r s t floor right hand room has an exposed quirk-beaded transverse 
summer beam supported by story posts. The front plate has a beveled 
chamfer with taper stops to either side of the story post, and small 
lamb's tongue stop at the south end. The rear plate has a beveled 
chamfer with no stops; the end post i s quirk-beaded. 

Although the chimney i s c e n t r a l l y located, the f i r s t and second floor 
plans have long central h a l l s created by running two chimney stacks up 
the inner walls of the main rooms to arch together in the a t t i c to form 
the center chimney. As the house was reoriented early i n the 20th 
century, t h i s unusual chimney stack probably dates from modernizations 
undertaken at that time. In the unl i k e l y event that the present stack 

S t a p l e to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Connunity: 

NORTH ANDOVER 

Fonn No: 

66 

Property Name: Osgood 
House 

Indicate each item on inventory form vMch is being continued below. 

i s a copy of an old configuration, i t would represent an extremely 
unusual adaptation of F i r s t Period exterior aesthetics to Second Period 
i n t e r i o r planning. 

The second f l o o r r i g h t hand room has a transverse summer beam, flared 
end posts, story posts, and plates with quirk beading. In the a t t i c , 
the r a f t e r s v i s i b l y extend over the in t e g r a l lean-to. The end t i e 
beams of the two houses are joined together by means of two short 
double-dove-tailed binding timbers, (see photo,) a very unusual 
technique for j o i n i n g houses i n Massachusetts Bay. 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

T 

one 

Staple to Inventory form at botton 
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