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Sour ce Daily Free Press
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second story windows
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Condition good
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NATI ONAL REGI STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Harrington Block possess™-integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling,
and association. |t is significant as an extremely well documented building associated with
Mbody Street's devel opment as Waltham s nost fashionable shopping district at the turn-of-
the-century. |t is one of the earliest extant masonry blocks which came to replace the pre-
vious mx of wood-frame shops and residences. | tis also inmportant as a good exanple of the
Panel Rrick/Queen Anne style, and as a well preserved commercial block in an area of Mdody
Street that has been heavily inpacted by drastic alterations. The Harrington Block thus
meets criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

The Harrington Block i s a nandsome exanpl e of a Panel Brick/ Queen Anne
comrercial block. Although itsoriginal ground-floor store fronts have been
altered by modern surface treatments, this building retains the masonry fabric
of itsmain facade's upper floors. The original brick-work of itsside v/ialls
are also intact. |tsfacades are divided vertically by brickwork piers - four,
two bay segments on itsmain facade, and six-bay segments on it s Cushing Street
wall. Brickwork courses in the form of angled bricks and raised stretcher
bricks appear between floors two and three, and between the third floor vindov.'s
and the parapet. The second floor vrilndov;s of the main facade appear to have
been v/idened. The other windows of the upper floors retain their original size.
The third floor v/indov/s exhibit wooden enframenents and are recessed within a
segmental arched opening. (cont)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devel opment of the comunity.

Built in 1884/1S85, the historical significanceof the Harrington Block is
threefold: first and foremost, this building is part of Valthams small, but
choice collection of Panel Brick/ Queen Anne comrercial masonry blocks.

Secondly this building has important historical associations with Charles
Harrington, Boston Manufacturing GConpany Bl eachery enpl oyee, contractor and
real estate speculator. Thirdly, his building provides a physical link with
Mbody Street's late 19th century period of emergence as Walthamls nost important
comercial center.

Construction of the Harrington Block began in October 1884 - at that time
the block's location was considered by a Waltham Sentinel reporter to bhe "too
far from the center of the city." (the very first brick commercial block on
Moody Street, the Connelly Block (1878) was |ocated closer to the Mody Street
Bridge at the corner of Crescent and Muody Streets - later reworked in the Art
Decco style as part of Gover Cronin's department store). At any rate, Nicholas
Roach was responsible for the block's "solid v;all foundation." The new block
woul d have a frontage of Q0 and neasure 60'deep, standing three stories tall.
The nev; block was built with four |arge stores with basenments and two front
stairv/iays. The second and third floors contained

(cont)
Bl BLI OGRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

"Wl t ham Souvenir", author unknovm 1905, see VAL archives

Maps/ At | ases 1874, 1881, 1883, 1900 8/ 85
Wal t ham Watertown Directories- 1880's, 1890's

Daily Free Press, COctober 4,1884; Sept 6, 1886

Obituary- Charles Harrington- Daily Free Press, June 1, 1888

Bacon, GF, "VJaltham and V/atertovm Representative Businessnen", 1893
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNIFI CANCE, 376 Mbody Street, continued

The arch i s conposed of small, square, header-brick-like forms, v;hich are
recessed into the wall surface. Considerable architecturalinterest is
concentrated at the cornice and parapet level with a stepped corbel table
(broken by the brickv/ork piers) and central parapet gable, containing a
brownst one plaque vihich reads "Harrington Block, 1885" in raised stone
lettering. The plaque is set within a blind-gauged brickv/ork arch. The
parapet's center gable is flanked by short corbelled brickwork piers with stone
caps. The piers, inturn, are flanked by low parapet walls which exhibit
billet-work decoration. The Cushing Street wall's surface treatment are
identical to those of the main facade. Four short chimmeys rise from the

Cushing Street Wall. In general, the Harrington Block's upper floors are
characterized by slender, vertical and horizontal brickwork forms v/ith |arge
rectangul ar, recessed panels containing v/iindows - still in evidence is

qual ity design and craftsmanship.

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

five tenements of seven and eight roons each. Each tenenent vias provided with
"a convenient cellar inwhich to place coal or fuel. Each tenenent

featured "folding doors" between the two front rooms. To the rear of the
building vas a courtyard which was designed as a clothes hanging area.

VWalthamis citizensinvolved in the Harrington Block's construction are v;ell
docunmented and include Kelson F. Libbey, foreman of the v/oodv/orkers (see form on
the Libby House, 147-149 Weston Street); A D French, cornice and woodwork;
VJatson and Stearns, plunber; I'lr. Kilbain, painting. This buildings plans were
drav/n by Charles F. Parks. H is listed in 1880's Walthanm Watertown Directories
as a civil engineer with house and office at Adans near Chestnut Street, on the
South Si de.

The Harrington Block was nanmed i n honor of Charles Harrington. Ke was a
resident of the Bleachery neighborhood (120 Viillov, Street) and for fourty-four
years was in the enploy of the B\C Bleachery. Kr. Harrington, "early devel oped
an interest in real estate transactions and purchased a large tract of land of
the late George Lyman, conprising what is now (1888) the S D VJarren estate on
either side of Linden Street from Beaver Street half the distance to Min
Street." Harrington is credited with the construction of three houses on Linden
Street - he vias responsible for one half of Linden Street's construction, the
other half was conmpleted by the tov/in. H was connected v/iith numerous Wl tham
social and civic organizations including The QGld Yellow, Loan and Fund
Association, Fire Brigade and Agricultural Society. H died in My, 188S.

The Harrington Block has important historical associations with several late
19th/early 20th century VJaltham commercial concerns. At least one of its
comercial spaces was rented before this block's conpletion in October, 1885.
M. Elmer E Tennison, druggist, rented space in this building a nonth or so
before itscompletion. During the early 1890's, P.J.H Lewi s, a Boston candy
kitchen vias |ocated here. Lev/is, a native of Yarmouth, Cape GQd "manufactured
only the purest confections." For many years E Totrman and Conpany, hardv/are
was |ocated in the Harrington Block. Tw commercial concerns specialized in
"high grade, thoroughly reliable hardv/are." This firm carried "builder's
materials, mechanic's tools, fine cutlery, paints, oils, varnishes, brushes
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H STCRI CAL SI GN FI CANCE, continued' ™' t4

etc." M. Totman began his hardv/are business i nMiine. For nany years he was a
nenber of VJalthamis Masonic Fraternity and Businessmen's Association.

As theHarrington Block neared completion i nthefall of 1885, a reporter
for theDaily Free Press noted that "the whole conmbined nakes an inposing and
handsome bl ock, an investment v/hichi sbheneficial tothecity, andwill be
profitable tothebuilder. The building i srightly named Harrington's Bl ock."
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