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DESCRIPTION
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The Main Post Office of Geat Barrington occupies a half acre site along
Route 41, a central artery inthis rural Berkshire town. The sitei s
located i n an area of nmediumdensity with adjacent commercial properties of
one and two story structures.

Primarily a one story nasonry structure, theexterior redbrick wall finish
consists of Flemsh boiid coursing with marble lintels. The w ndow openi ngs
house the original 12/12 doubl e hung wood sashes with al umnumstorm

W ndows.

Awhite projecting tetrastyle Tuscan portico articulates the recessed entry
to the public Iobby. The smooth col ums, heavier than the usual

proportions, support a plain frieze and pedinent. The colums and pilasters
are painted concrete. The pedinent, entablature and cornice are painted
wood. The brick recessed entry i s also painted.

In the rear, a projecting canopy was constructed i n 1960 over the |oading
platform and bays. This structure i s supported, in part, by twomasonry
wing walls. The exterior brickwork closely resenbles the coursing and
materials of the original construction.

Al owprofile hip roof covers the square building plan. Rising above the
center of this constructionis alarge square nass that formerly contained
the clerestory lights. A new standing seamnetal roof now closes off the
original skylight and covers thesupporting roof structure inits entirety.

The basenent and foundation arereinforcedconcrete with solid slab floor.

Wi te marble wainscotting still graces the public |obby accentingt he
original dark terrazzo floor surface. The wood and gl ass vesti bul e has been
meticulously maintained and still retains a suggestion of Art Decowith its

wood pediment and trim  The painted woodwork around the post office boxes
Is original.

There areno other buildingsor other nannade structuresonthe site. Two
crab apple trees frame the portico at the nmain entrance which i s bordered by
a | owprivet hedge.
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The Great Barrington Post Office I s a uni que exaerIe o’I’ Ad .
Classification Systemfor Federal Buildings Class CConstruction. Gvenits
central location within thecounty seat, it could produce receipts that are
equal tothat of a second-class city. Therefore, thecharacter of the
bui I ding was given brick facingwith stone trim wooden doors, franes and
sashes, and very sinple forns of ornamentation ontheinterior.

In June of 1934, |t was dictated that theuse of private architects for the
design of public buildings becurtailed and that all renaining Federal

bui | di ngs be designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect.
Consequently, this Post Officewas produced during atime when standard
plans were used tomnimze thenunber of Individual draw ngs and encourage
swift project conpletion.

VWrking with a standard floor plan, Lorimer Rich, aprivate Architect,
utilized the wide latitude left for architectural innovation and produced
this sonewhat unusual design for themd 1930's. |t was constructed i n 1936
by DO A Sullivan & Sons.

The main facade, with its unusual Tuscan pillars, suggests a Center Revival
Tenpl e front that remains i n conpl ete accord with the Col oni al and Cl assi cal
Revival bulldlpgs | nthesurrounding comunity. ) , '

The Great Barrington township, located | nsouthwestern Berkshire Gounty, | s
one of thelargest towships in Wstern Massachusetts i nboth area and

popul ation. The Housatonic River flowing north tosouth through t he center
of thetownship brought a nunber of mlls of various types tothearea. Two
stages once passed dally fromHartford, Connecticut to A bany, NewYork,

through t he center of Geat Barrington. 1 nthe1840's, therailroadwas
conpl eted whi ch expedited and I ncreased passenger, freight, and nall
service.

The present building, located | ntheheart of thetransit area, i s the
eighth building tohouse thePost Officeand theonly structuredesigned to
accommodat e t he single purpose activities of this dep8u?tnent. Previous

| ocations Included theregistry of deeds, various stores, and personal
houses, depending onthenature of thepolitically appointed Postnaster.
Fom Mbses Hopki ns (appointed thefirst Postnmaster | n1797) to Edward C
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Rectangul ar i nshape, thesite maintains approximately 102feet of frontage
along Main Street (Route 41). | ti sapproximately 170feet deep withthe
building size of 64-"x 64-"5 x 47 -"s.
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Tyler in 1935 thirteen postmasters served.

't is significant that the present structure represents anendto the
haphazard | ocation of the Post Office as dictated by t hepolitical
appoi ntment, adm nistration, and system of the time.

Al'though i tis not a monumental structure or richly detailed as other
structures of itsera, the Geat Barrington Post Office displays an
understated el egance and a qual ity of workmanship that is worthy of its
inportance t ot he surrounding conmunities and of a place in the National
Regi ster of Historic Places.
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FIELD REAL ESTATE AND BUILDINGS OFFICE
P.O. Box 324
Lexington, MA 02173-0324

June 17, 1985

The Hcnorabl e Richard | oui son

Q airman, Board of Selectman, Ibwn of Geat Barrington
Thwn Hal |

Main Street

Geat Barrington, Mk 01230

Dear Q airman | ouison:

The U S Postal Serviceinconjunction with the IVlassachusetts Historical
Conm ssion i nBoston has eval uated the Main Bost Office i nGeat Barrington
and has determned it issignificant frcxn ahistorical viewpoint.

In view of the above evaluation, the US BDstal Service intends to nomnate
this building tothe National Register of Historic Places. W& would, priorto
our taking formal acticn, appreciate receiving your concurrence.

[f you concur with our proposed action, kindly return a signed copy of this
letter inthe enclosed envel ope.

Sincerely,

G lleland
»ral Manager

Concur: A Kk fAAAA (AT ONT]

Encl osure

IPCI 1
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UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
Real Estate and Buildings Department
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, DC  20260-6400

Novenber 25, 1985

lyis. Carol DO Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240-1002

Dear ns. Shull:

The Postal Service hereby submts a nomnation for the post
office located at 222 Main Street, Berkshire County, Great
Barrington, Massachusetts.

| youhave any questions concerning this nom nation,
please call ne at 202/ 268-3107.

Sincerelv,

John S Sorenson _
Real ty Specialist, Senior
Office of Real Estate

Encl osure
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