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The Waterfield house is a two-story, eight-sided building, the sides
measuring between 13 and 14 feet. Built 1867-68, the house is of
rubble ashlar construction, stuccoed after 1950. The house has a
raised basement, and a somewhat unusual hipped roof, formed by the
extension of the east and west roof planes. Fenestration is irreg-
ular, with upper story sash windows smaller than those of the first
story. First story windows (24'' x 63'") are located on north, north-
west, east, and west facades; upper story windows on northwest, south-
west, south and east sides. The south facade contains an asymmetrical
arrangement of a double and a single window, the latter at the level
of the stair landing. The main entrance is in the southeast facade,
and a-breezeway conhects a modern ‘garage to' the 'southwest side. The
present porch, on the southeast side, is not original, having replaced
a larger porch extending around three sides of the house.

The interior plan, with only minor modifications (besides the removal
of a circular staircase) resembles that of William Howland's ''Octagon
Cottage', featured in Orson Fowler's A Home for All... (1848). On
the first floor are two large living areas on east and west sides,
kitchen and staircase on the south, and bedroom on the north, with
main hall, closets, and bath occupying the other sides. The

second floor contains the continuation of the stairs up the south
side, a center hall runnlng north-south, with bedrooms off the east,
west, and north sides.

The total acreage under single ownership is approximately 9. However,
all of this, with the exception of the area immediately around the
house, i5 in cropland. Inclusion of one acre of land in this nomination
(1mmed1ately surrounding the house) would appear to be sufficient to
preserve the environment of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Waterfield House is one of approximately 20 octagon houses presently
known to exist in Iowa, and thus achieves significance as a representative
of Orson Fowler's unusual and somewhat controversial designs. This vernac-
ular adaptation of Fowler's eight-sided house is not, however, Iowa's best
example of the type. The Langworthy House, Dubuque, and the Sinnett House,
Muscatine, are more sophisticated in design and execution, and the Waite
House (rural Chickasaw County), with its finely-dressed stone and compact
size, is a better example of the 'cottage'" form. Furthermore, the stuccoing
of the Waterfield House has obscured the original charm of the building,
which derived from the textured wall surfaces of the rock-faced ashlar
masonry. Nonetheless, this house, with its unusual roofline and irregular
fenestration, is illustrative of the basic octagon form and thus

merits recognition as an architectural rarity in Iowa.

William Waterfield was born in New Jersey in 1828, and came, to Iowa about
1856. He began his Iowa career as a ''general farmer", later concentrating
on dairy cattle and hogs. He is believed to have operated a hotel in
Raymond (perhaps out of his eight-sided house) for about 10 yéars, catering
particularly to workmen on the Dubuque and Sioux City Railroad. Waterfield's
choice of design for this house was probably no accident: he was a student
of phrenology, as was Orson Fowler, and lectured occasionally on the subject
both in Iowa and Illinois. An acquaintance with Fowler's writings on phren-
ology may have led Waterfield to the New Yorker's publications describing
and promoting the octagon mode.
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One acre of land surrounding the house (total acreage in single ownership: 9)
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