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The Miles House is a two-story building, roughly square in plan, of brick on a 
stone foundation. On both floors two rooms are located on each side of a central 
hall running from front to back. The stair rises from the left side of the hall. 
At the center of the front of the house (southeast elevation) is a projecting 
tower-like bay, square in plan, which forms an entry porch on the first floor level 
and contains a fifth second-story room opening onto the end of the upstairs hall. 
At the rear of the hall on the first floor is a concrete addition containing a 
bathroom.

The northeast side of the entry porch opens onto a veranda running around the corner 
and half-way back on the northeast side of the house. To the left of the entry is a 
three-sided bay window projection on the first floor level. Over its windows and the 
tower entry are decorative tin hoods of vaguely Italianate character. Evidence in 
the walls and foundation indicates that the veranda and bay window were added and 
the extension of the central bay increased at sometime after the initial construction 
of the house.

Second story dormers project from the tin-shingled, slope-sided, flat-topped roof 
on all four sides. The dormer gables have decorative carved barge boards. The 
central bay is topped by a high steep pyramid roof.

In the spring of 1977 a fire in the house seriously damaged the roof of the central 
bay and destroyed most of the interior woodwork. Little structural damage was done 
and some of the interior woodwork survived. The iron fencing which ran atop the 
low stone retaining wall in front is intact and is temporarily in storage to protect 
it from vandals. . . . .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Miles House is located in the area of Nashville which was the suburb Edgefield. 
Edgefield began to develop in the 1850s and was incorporated in 1868. After it was 
absorbed by the city of Nashville in 1880, Edgefield continued its development as an 
elite residential neighborhood until a disasterous fire in 1916 which destroyed hundreds 
of houses and began the area's slow decline which lasted for sixty years. A number of 
Victorian houses survived the fire and, among the survivors, the Miles House is one of 
the oldest.

Woodland Street, on which the house is located, is one of the boundaries of the Edgefield 
Historic District. The district is listed in the National Register and was designated 
Nashville's first historic zoning district by Metropolitan Nashville Government in 
June 1978. The Miles House can be seen from a number of points within the Edgefield 
district, and is a visual focus for East Park, a city park lying along Woodland Street 
just within the district. The house was cited as one of the most important visual features 
of the area surrounding the district in a preservation planning study produced by the 
firm Preservation/Urban Design/Inc. of Anne Arbor, Michigan for Historic Edgefield, Inc., 
the district neighborhood organization.

Though the Miles House was built as a private residence, it also served as the home of 
Nashville Female Seminary. From 1870 until his death in 1879, Professor Henry Weber 
operated the school in this house teaching young women English, foreign languages, music, 
history, and metaphysics. Professor Weber's son later served as superintendent of 
Nashville's city schools.

After its return to residential use the house was owned by a Nashville riverboat captain, 
J. W. Lovell, and by the family of retired Nashville Circuit Judge Roy A. Miles. Most 
recently the house contained nine apartments. Present owners will soon begin a careful 
restoration of the exterior and reuse of the interior as offices.

Significant as one of the oldest surviving Edgefield houses and the former home of the 
Edgefield Female Seminary, the Miles House can also be a significant adjunct to the 
Edgefield district in its present delineation.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION The nominated property is a rectangular lot which measures 

75 feet by 170 feet and which is bounded on the southeast by Woodland Street and on 
the northeast by South Seventh Street.
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