


NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Linden Street Bridge possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p, feeling and associations. | tis significant asone of only three remaining
riveted lattice thru truss bridges, built onthe nodel of the Central Mass. Railroad's

| andmark 9-span lattice truss bridge over the Connecticut River, remaining in the state.
It also reflects the increase intraffic onthis line that occured in 1887-1900 after its
acqui sition by the Boston & Maine Railroad. |t was evaluated in the top catagory by a
recent MBTA bridge survey, and neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register.

ARHTEOUA. SOGNHCGINE Describe inportant design features ad evaluate in terns of other
structures wthin the conmunity.

The Linden Street Bridge neasures 98'3" in length and 17" inwidth; i thas aninside truss
hei ght of 21'117". Theriveted lattice truss design was anearly favorite of the New York
Central Railroad, but in Massachusetts i t appears to have been used chiefly by the Central
Mass. Railroad. Several of this type were built, but only three remain extant. The fab-
ricator of the bridge was the Pennsylvania Steel Conpany of Steelton, PA Thegranite

bridge abutments were constructed in 1881 for the first railroad bridge onthe site, pro-
bably a double-intersection Warren truss. Thelinden Street bridge is particularly notable
, for its63° skew to acconodate the angle of the rail |ine over Linden Street.

H STR SIG\IHCATI\[E ain. historical inportance of structure and howthe structure rel ates
to the he cgmmjnlty PO

: _ L
Chartered in My 1869, the Massachusetts Central Rallroad Conpany was the last-.of the major
east-west routes to extend across the state, conpeting for the traffic of both the Boston &
Al bany to the south and the Fitchburg to the north. |tsroad was opened from Canbridge t o
Hudson, 23.5 miles, on October 1, 1881. Theroad declared bankruptcy in 1883, andthe line

did not reach itsintended destination of Northanpton until Decenber of 1887. In the nmean-
time, the conpany had been reorganized as the Central Massachusetts Railroad in 1883, and
leased to the Boston & Lowell Railroad three years later. In April 1887, the Boston &
Lowell in turn was leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad.

, After itsacquisitionbythe B&M the Central Mass. became the B&VIs principal routet o
the west, seeing a great increase in traffic between 1887 and 1900, andunder these cir-
cunstances the line was upgraded, with newbridges constructed at Linden Street andover
the Fitchburg tracks. Both followed the designs of the railroad' s landmark 9-span lattice
truss over the Connecticut River at Northanpton (1887 and still extant).

Wien the B&Macquired the Fitchburg in 1900, the latter line took over nost of the line's
through traffic. Traffic slowly declined onthe single-track route. Budd railcars were
introduced for passenger service in the [ate 1950s. [In 1965 passenger service on the
Central Mass. was cut back from Hudson to South Sudbury, with service being subsidized by

« the MBTA Al | passenger service ceased onthe line in 1975, andfreight traffic followed
not long after.

Bl BLI OCRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society. TheCentral Mass. 1975.

Interstate Commerce Conmission. Valuation Fieldnotes: 5 Account 6. Boston & Maine
Historical Society Archives. University of Lowell.

Stott, Peter. MBTA Historical Property Survey, Phase | |. Linden Street Bridge. 1987.

8/ 8;



NPS Form 10400* 0448 AffmlNo 102*0014
(040)

United States Department of the Interior
National Parkk Service

AG 2 11989

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup
Nane Wal t ham MRA
State M ddl esex County, MSSACHEETTS
Nom nation/ Type of Review Dat e/ Si gnature
SI.  Johnson, Newell D, House

52.

53.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

Attest

Lawt on Place Historic District

wintered i a th©
™ Ac-later Attest

Libby, Nelson F., House

<0X
Attest
Linden Sreet Bridge  £fiuUtitaati?,tt Bavj-c* JU/Keeper  7he>NMWVNIASAUYM A MIiNA
Attest
Lord's Castle Satloml Begistar NKeeper  YpANVVIWWWWWWWL kAN "ZANAS
Attest
Ljmian Street Historic District TCSBper_ ¥

e-nterei in
iiatioiial S82I-it9X  Attest

Marti n, Aaron, Houses .ar 1 — (yV'shex®

Attest

_ entered i n the
Martin, Aaron, House Hational Begletdl '~'eKeeper

(786 Mbody St . )
Attest

Moody Street Fire Statlon®, AMA A A t he /4§§per
Hatioiiai K!:;la,a Attest

Moody Street Historic District AN \eener
SRR RN Attest



NPS Forni 104a0« OMB Appmol NO. 101*4010

United States Department of the Interior
National Parle Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
SUPPLEMENPTARY RECCRD
NRI'S Reference Number: 89001515 Date Listed: 09/28/89
Linden Street Bridge M ddl esex NA
Property Neune County State
Wl t ham MRA

Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i nthe National Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with the attached nom nati on documentation
subject tothe following exceptions, exclusions, or anendnents,
notwi thstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nom nation documentation.

Date of Action

Arended Items i n Nom nati on:

Geographical Information: The acreage i s <1.

This information was confirmed with Ann Tait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR

NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPE Linden Street Bridge

NAME

MULTI PLE WAl t ham MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 8/ 21/ 89 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST; 9/05/89
DATE CF 16TH DAY 9/ 21/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 10/ 05/ 89

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89001515

NOM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM
OrHER N PDI L:
REQUEST: N SAWPLE:
GOMMENT WAl VER N

( XACCEPT RETURN

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS!

RECOM/CRI T,
REVI EVER

DI SCI PLI'N:
DATE

DOOUMVENTATI ON see attached

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PERI OD: N PROGRAMUWNAPPROVED: N
N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N

AREJECT ZAA DATE

comment s Yi Njsee attached SLR



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type
STATE/ FEDERAL AGENCY CERTI FI CATI ON
FUNCTI ON

historic current
DESCRI PTI ON

architectural classification

materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

sunmary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI GCGRAPHY
CECERAPH CAL DATA
acreage “verbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps USGS nmaps ~phot ogr aphs presentation
OHER GCOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to

Phone

Si gned Dat e















VALTHAM Wy

Linden Street Railroad Bridge
Li nden Street

1" = 100

1975; updated to 1987

V@l t ham Engi neering Dept.

Mp #53

#901



: X Jnc® * /40 ~ANAAN



Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000301



A)

*McGinley Hart < Assodaes
Architects Panners

A.G. Lichtendaen & Assodaes
DMC Enginezring

Jae Cadan

LOCATION

Railroad route Central Mass

Location Linden Street

USGS quad LEXINGTON

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
Structure type lattice thru truss

Overall lengtit 98-3 Width  17-0
Tracks 1 Slkew 63 Materials steel
Date 1894 Date(s) rebuilt

Common Name (if any) Linden Street Bridge (Bridge

CULTURAL RESOURCE EVALUATIONS
Nationd Regiger status
Local landmarit designation
HAER Doc. # MA-46
MDPW # W-4-9 MHC finding

National Register recommendation
Potentially eligible: category i.

GRAPHICS

USG.S MAP

Spans 1

Type and date of HAER documentation

Historic StrdctEie Inventory Fom

MBTA Higtorica Propaty Survey, Frese U
MBTA Contract No. X2PS2%6

Milepost # 9.25 Vai plan # 5

Town/City  Waltham

mm Ref. 19.317160.4694150

Bridge typology code 1[TI 2 [T] 3(¥1 4 [i?

Span lengths 98-2 B.D./O.D. OD

Condition out of service # Stories

Builder Pennsylvania Steel Co.

113) Designer

< 1

2 photos (1982)

Date of finding

PHOTOGRAPH



McGinley Hart & Asodaes i i
Architeas & Planers Historic Stracture Inventory Form

[A)I.\slaCLidwt_ensteiin & Assoddtes MBTA Hisgtorical Proparty Survey, Fresen
o C'fxnga”?a g MBTA Contract No. X2P6

Historic railroad name Massachusetts Central Railroad
HISTORY & DESCRIPTION

Chartered in May 1869, the Massachusetts Central Railroad Company was the last of the major east -west routes to
extend across the state, competing for the traffic of both the Boston & Albany to the south and the Fitchburg to the
north. lts road was opened from Cambridge to Hudson, 23.5 miles, 10/1/1881. The road declared bankruptcy in 1883,
and the line did not reach its intended destination of Northampton until December of 1887. in the meantime, the
company had been reorganized as the Central Massachusetts Railroad in 1883, and leased to the Boston & Lowell
Railroad three years later, in April 1887, the Boston & Lowell in tum was leased to the Boston & Maine Railroad.

After its acquisition by the B&M, the Central Mass. became the B&M's principal route to the west, seeing a great increase
in traffic between 1887 and 1900., and under these conditions the line was upgraded, with new bridges constructed at
Linden Street and over the Fitchburg tracl<s (see Central Mass 12.34). Both followed the designs of the railroad's
landmark 9-span lattice truss over the Connecticut River at Northampton |still*standinc]).

When the B&M acquired the Fitchburg in 1900, the latter line took over most the line's through traffic. Traffic slowly
declined on the single-track route. Budd railcars were introduced for passenger service in the late 1950s. In 1965,
passenger service on the Central Mass. was cut back from Hudson to South Sudbury, with service being subsidized by
tile MBTA. All passenger service ceased on the line in 1975, and freight traffic followed not long after.

The Linden Street and Fitchburg crossing bridges are nearly identical in length, the latter bridge being only 3 inches
shorter than Linden Street's 98 feet 3 inches. Both are 17 feet in width and have an inside truss height of 21 feet 11-1/2
inches. Linden Street, however, is particularty notable for its 63-degree skew. The riveted lattice truss design was an
early favorite of the New York Central, but in Massachusetts it appears to have been used chiefly by the Central Mass,
which in addition to the three mentioned, built several others which are no longer standing. The fabricator of the bridge
was the Pennsylvania Steel Company, of Steelton, PA.

The granite bridge abutments were constnjcted in 1881 for the first railroad bridge on the site, probably a
double-intersection Warren truss, like the first bridge over the Fitchburg.

Sources

Boston & Maine Railroad Historical Society, The Central Mass. (1975) /
Interstate Commerce Commission. Valuation Fieldnotes: 5 Account e.C-Boston and Maine Railroad Historical Society
Archives. University of Lowell.
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Surveyor  P. H. Stott Reviewer Survey photographs
Survey date 12/1/87 Review date C
GLOSSARY Va/ Plan: Railroad property valuation plan. HAER,; Historic American Engineering Record
USGS quad: U.S. Geological Survey quadrangle map B.D./O.D.: Balasted deck/open deck
UTM Ref.: USGS map grid reference in the Universal Transverse Mercator grid system.
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