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DESCRI PTI ON' :

Dateca. 1700
<X\, -. "Sherborn Past and Present, 3169724215-
SKETCHHP o . , '
Showproperty's locatioa iarelatioa Style  Ceorgian/ Federal
to oearest cross streets aad/or
geographi cal features. ladicate Architect NA
all buildiags betweea iaveatoried
property aad aearest iatersectioa. Exterior wall fabric  Capboard

| adi cate aorth. o
Ontbui I dings Attached shed

See attached :
&P Hajor alterations (vith dates) ca. 1770

alterations to main facade; barn |ocated

to northwest of the house is no longer extant
yrrd ca. 1950) Nbo pA N NA

Approx. acreage 2 acres
Recorded by  Betsy Friedberg Setting This structure is |ocated very ciose

Organi zation mc~ Historical Commssion to the road at the front of alarge | ot.
Dat e My 1985
UMreference: 19 301860 4677150

scale 1:25,000 Holliston Quadrangle
(Staple additional sheets here)



ARH TECTURA. S GNH CANCE (Describe inportant architectural featui-es and .
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin the conmunity.)

The Mrse- Tay- Lel and- Hanes House represents a vernacul ar expression of 18th century
architectural forns. (nposed of a 2 1/2-story nmain block and single-storyrear
wing, the building is four bays wde and i s unusual for itsasymetrically placed
fenestration, aswell as its asymetrical chinney placenent. |t is possible that
the building s southern side, nowfour bays wde and including alean-to, nay once
have been the structure'soriginal main facade constructed in the early 18th
century. The'building clearly was altered at sone point inthe 18th or early 19th

HSTO'\CA SGNHCANE (Explain the role cwners played in |ocal or state
history and how the bijilding relates tothe devel opnent of the coranunity.)

The Mr se- Tay- Lel and- Hawes House wWrs built circa 1700 by Janes Mrse (born 1686), son
of Capt. Joseph Morse, on land tnat his father drewin division of "commeon | and"

in western Sherborn. The original building, probably a small, unadorned half

house with | ean-to, nay have grown toitspresent size through the adaption

and addition of conponents of other structureslater inthe 18th century.

In the 1770s, the house was purchased by Dr. Jonathan Tay, a physician wo cane

to Sherborn from Sal emand nai ntained an extensive practice in western Sherborn

for the rest of the 18th century. Presunably, Dr. Tay served citizens of nearby
Hol I'iston as well, since Vestern Avenue is |ocated only a short distance from

the town [ine. I1tisinteresting tonote that Brook Street, |ocated tothe north
of this house, was long known as r. Tay's Lane. The building passed by narriage .
.to the Leland famly in the late 19th century.

B B A3 HY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

"Sherborn Past and Present 1674-1924" - Sherborn Historical Society.
Research by Margaret Dowse Buntin. .

Anne C. Shaughnessy, A Guide to Sherborn, 1974. :
Frances Bardwel |, "Historical Sketches, Sherborn Tercentenary 1652-1952."
Myps of 1788, 1857, 1875 and 1889.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd)

century and its earliest portion has been incorporated into the larger building
as it appears today. New surface treatments reflective of current popular styles
were added after the Revolutionary War.

The present main facade of the building faces east. It features three closely *
set bays (one of which holds a fine late Georgian-style entryway) and a fourth
bay at the building's northern end. The graceful door surround includes narrow
Doric pilasters and a dentilated broken pediment crowning a large keystone-capped
fanlight with Gothicized tracery. A dentilated cornice tops the 12/8 upper-story
wi ndows.

The building's southern facade, which incorporates a lean-to, also includes an
entranceway. This facade is somewhat less elegant. Fenestration, again asymmetrical,
is 6/6. Shallow pediments, a Federal-period addition, crown the windows. The
doorway is simply enframed, surmounted by a multipane transom and unadorned

pediment.

The single-story rear addition, simple in form and devoid of ornamentation, was
probably added in the mid to late 19th century, It extends behind the main block's
lean-to.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION

The Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House retains integrity of setting, design, materials,
location, workmanship, and feeling. As a well-preserved, finely detailed
example of an 18th century house displaying both Georgian and Federal detailing,
the building fulfils Criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places.
The building holds associations with Sherborn's early development and subsequent
growth, thus fulfiling Criterion A. As a structure that is presumed to have
undergone significant alterations in its first century of existence and that

may hold information for scholars of early building practices, the Morse-Tay-
Leland House also fulfils Criterion D of the National Register.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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7. Description
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excellent | | deteriorated unaltered
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CH summary paragraph
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CH clarity
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CH completeness f;
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CH Other
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266 st er n Avenue A
Sherborn, |-.assachusetts 01770 YUVK
February 26, 19d5 ..Mc HST. GO

I»s. Betsy Friedberg

Preservation Planner

kassachusetts Historical Conraission
80 Boyl ston Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02116

Dear Bet sy,

Thank youfor theinformation on our hone and t he Sherborn
area.

Ve will attend themeeting scheduled for Thursday, February
26 at theTovmHall. | f there i sanythingw cando t ohelp
the process please | et us know.

| have enclosed sone additional inforilation which we have
found relative t o our house.

Thank you again f or your help.

Sincerely,

Al lan R Ferguso

Encl osure



