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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo aumber 

SKETCH HAP 
Show property's locatioa ia relatioa 
to oearest cross streets aad/or 
geographical features. Iadicate 
al l buildiags betweea iaveatoried 
property aad aearest iatersectioa. 
Iadicate aorth. 

Town Sherborn 

Address 266 Western Avenue 

Historic Name Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House 

Use: Present Residence 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION': 

Dateca. 1700 

<?«n̂ ,-. "Sherborn Past and Present, 1674-
J.924" 

Style Georgian/Federal 

Architect N/A 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Ontbuildings Attached shed 

See attached map. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization M;,C:̂  Historical Commission 

Date May 1985 

Hajor alterations (vith dates) ca. 1770 

alterations to main facade; barn located 

to northwest of the house is no longer extant  

y ^ ^ d ca. 1950) No p^^^ N/A 

Approx. acreage 2 acres 

Setting This structure is located very ciose 

to the road at the front of a large l o t . 

UTM reference: 19 301860 4677150 
scale 1:25,000 Holliston Quadrangle 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural featui-es and • 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the conmunity.) 

The Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House represents a vernacular expression of 18th century 
architectural forms. Composed of a 2 1/2-story main block and single-story rear 
wing, the building is four bays wide and is unusual for its asymmetrically placed 
fenestration, as well as its asymmetrical chimney placement. I t is possible that 
the building's southern side, now four bays wide and including a lean-to, may once 
have been the structure's original main facade constructed in the early 18th 
century. The'building clearly was altered at some point in the 18th or early 19th 

HISTO^CAi SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role cwners played in local or state 
history and how the bijilding relates to the development of the coranunity.) 

The Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House ŵ s built circa 1700 by James Morse (born 1686), son 
of Capt. Joseph Morse, on land tnat his father drew in division of "common land" 
in western Sherborn. The original building, probably a small, unadorned half 
house with lean-to, may have grown to its present size through the adaption 
and addition of components of other structures later in the 18th century. 

In the 1770s, the house was purchased by Dr. Jonathan Tay, a physician who came 
to Sherborn from Salem and maintained an extensive practice in western Sherborn 
for the rest of the 18th century. Presumably, Dr. Tay served citizens of nearby 
Holliston as well, since Western Avenue is located only a short distance from 
the town line. I t is interesting to note that Brook Street, located to the north 
of this house, was long known as Dr. Tay's Lane. The building passed by marriage . 
.to the Leland family in the late 19th century. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

"Sherborn Past and Present 1674-1924" - Sherborn Historical Society. 
Research by Margaret Dowse Buntin.. 
Anne C. Shaughnessy, A Guide to Sherborn, I974. " 
Frances Bardwell, "Historical Sketches, Sherborn Tercentenary 1652-1952." 
Maps of 1788, 1857, 1875 and 1889. . 

lOM ~ 7/82 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CO^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: Fonn No: 

Sherborn 168 

^'=^^ms^my-Leland-Hawes House 

Indicate each item on inventory fom which is being continued below. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Cont'd) 

century and i t s e a r l i e s t por t ion has been incorporated in to the larger bui ld ing 
as i t appears today. New surface treatments r e f l e c t i v e of current popular styles 
were added a f te r the Revolutionary War. 

The present main facade of the bui ld ing faces east. I t features three c losely * 
set bays (one of which holds a f i ne la te Georgian-style entryway) and a four th 
bay at the bu i ld ing 's northern end. The graceful door surround includes narrow 
Doric p i las te rs and a dent i la ted broken pediment crowning a large keystone-capped 
fan l i gh t wi th Gothicized t racery . A dent i la ted cornice tops the 12/8 upper-story 
wi ndows. 

The bu i ld ing 's southern facade, which incorporates a lean- to , also includes an 
entranceway. This facade is somewhat less elegant. Fenestrat ion, again asymmetrical, 
is 6/6. Shallow pediments, a Federal-period add i t i on , crown the windows. The 
doorway is simply enframed, surmounted by a multipane transom and unadorned 
pediment. 

The s ing le-s tory rear add i t i on , simple in form and devoid of ornamentation, was 
probably added in the mid to la te 19th century, 
lean- to . 

I t extends behind the main block's 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House reta ins i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g , design, mater ia ls , 
l oca t i on , workmanship, and f e e l i n g . As a wel l -preserved, f i n e l y detai led 
example of an 18th century house displaying both Georgian and Federal d e t a i l i n g , 
the bui ld ing f u l f i l s Cr i te r ion C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places. 
The bui ld ing holds associations wi th Sherborn's ear ly development and subsequent 
growth, thus f u l f i l i n g Cr i te r ion A. As a structure that is presumed to have 
undergone s i gn i f i can t a l te ra t ions in i t s f i r s t century of existence and that 
may hold information fo r scholars of ear ly bui ld ing pract ices, the Morse-Tay-
Leland House also f u l f i l s Cr i te r ion D of the National Register. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form ie-900-a 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

EJtpires 10-3 1-9' 

For HPS u«» ortfy 

4ftte entored 

Continuation sheet Item number ^^?.-A? 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Sherborn M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

11. Cleale, Joseph, House 

Date/Signature 

Ui/m^UWi ^ deeper ^ A^/H 

t) Attest 

12. Dowse, Rev. Edmund, House £nt«r»<l i« ^ /TKeeper r':^.iJ-.,yi.c..-^A^'i.ey.~^ A^AjT^ 
lat ioaal a*«l«t«r* ^ ' ' ' ' ^ 

Attest 

13. Fleming, Thomas, House As k^^- ^^^^ticl«r|*^^^^^^ ^LyL..vc...;/A^j^X> AWjfA 

Attest 

14. Goulding, Eleazer, House Encc-.l In tb* J*Keeper XA^'-'-^'.-^-^^A^^^^'y^^ t/y 

At 

15. Holbrook, Charles, House 

Attest 

[eeper 

Attest 

•JjAiyi 

16. Leland, Deacon, Wi l l i am, 
House 

ivV-if .? -Ittl .<(^eeper XiLA^y.^.^^^^^^'^yc^^ ^/r//^ 

Attest 

17. Lewis, Charles D., House "t^^vt yi- '"i^^^^eepev /A/).^-A<.^^-..,/'Syc.^ 'A>A^ 

Attest 

18. Morse, Daniel, I I I , House ftltwtd 1« tMi Weeper A^M 
Bfttloaal fio^rLstflT 

Attest 

19. Morse-Tay-Leland-Hawes House f?'^f^*'^, 
Ifttloncil 

20. Sanger, Asa, House 

if Hceeper X^U^-^-<--^'^y—^ '^'^^^ 

A 

>«» . Hi 
Attest 

*K eeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

a :> 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Morse—Tay—Leland—Hawes House (Sherborn 
MRA^ 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CZl resubmission 
CH nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
CH appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample CH request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 

p ^ o I9a5 

Date Due: / l A f / s r ~ ^ , / / / i r ^  
Action: -"•^EPT / - ^ 

.RETURN. 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CH no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness f; 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
d ] justification of areas checked 
d ] relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance " 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







t-VJ' 

11: 

#168 266 Western Ave. 
Map # 3 Lot # 79 
1969 Assessors Map 
Scale 1" = 200' 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000293 



266 Western Avenue ^ 
Sherborn, l-.assachusetts 01770 ŷ%Mk 
February 26, 19d5 ..^c H\ST. CO**' 

I».s. Betsy Friedberg 
Preservation Planner 
kassachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Comraission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Dear Betsy, 

Thank you f o r the information on our home and the Sherborn 
area. 

We w i l l attend the meeting scheduled f o r Thursday, February 
26 at the Tovm Ha l l . I f there i s anything we can do to help 
the process please l e t us know. 

I have enclosed some additional inforiLation which we have 
found r e l a t i v e to our house. 

Thank you again f o r your help. 

Sincerely, 

Allan R. Fergusoi 

Enclosure 


