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DESCRIPTICX?
Date ca. 1840-1850
Source nap regearch
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Condition excel lent

Movd no Date

Acreage less than one acre
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area of two-and thre”-fflmilv

residenees.
Z E If
OM RFEENE 19 - 328/830 - 4694/320 Recorded by Betsv Friedbero. Prpservatinn
Planner
5 QAMNEE. Boston North crgani zaticn Mss. Historical Conmission

LALE 1:25,000 Cat e



NATICmL REGISTER CEHTERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

A survivor in East Scmervine, the Prescott House is significant
architecturally as evidence of the Greek Revival style in the vernacular,
expressed in abuilding, or tradtional plan. Retaining integrity of location,

. design, materials, workmanship, feeling, andassociation, the Prescott House
fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTOHAL SGNIFHCANCE Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the ocxnnunity.

The Prescott House is extremely important as arare and well-preserved example .
of the early domestic Greek Revival architecture in East Somerviiie, based on ronx
the traditional five-bay center hall plan. The building is two bays deep, and

has a series of rear ells. Theforemost feature of the Prescott house is the

colonnaded wrap-around portico with fluted Doric columns. Also of note is the -
flushboarding of the lower story, the wide overhand of the eaves, andthe A
survival of some 5/6 divided moveable sash windows. The windows of the lower « |
story along the facade are full-length 5/9; the lower section of the exterior

blinds are still in place. Therear ell was built in several stages. Adding

to the significance of the Prescott House is the irrevocable damage done to

what was originally a trim house, still standing on the opposite corner at

59-71 Perkins Street.

HISTCHIICAL SGNIFICANCE Explain the role owvne's played in loczd. or state history and hew the
building relates to the devdopnent of the comnunity.

Gustavus Prescott was a Charlestown merchant, according to the 1851 Directory
of Somerviiie. Local tradition has it that this structure was built as a
small inn, as was the twin house at 69-71 Perkins Street.

The Prescott House was known as "The Ivaloo” andits twin as "The Hawthorne."
on the early-20th century, a three decker wes added to the east ofthe
nominated property, onthe same lot. (Continuation Architectural Significance)

The Prescott House interior retains numerous original features, including
gilded anthemion motifs on all interior lintels, high baseboards, elaborate
plaster ceiling medallions and an ornate staircase.
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