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Historic Nae Daniel French School

Photo {3"x3' or 3"x5". black and

white) Indicate address of U= Present Tvo-family residential
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original School

DESCRIPTION

Date 1847 .

Source  Waltham Sentinel
Style Greek Revival

Architect unknoan
Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location

In relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wal Fabric Clapboard
geographical features. Indicate all buildings
between Inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings  none

Intersectlon(s).
Indicate north

Magor Alterations (with dates)" """ged

CA. 1860

Condition fair

Mosd Date n/a
Acreage 4,800 sg.ft. MM INO-IZ'E>

Setting On rps-i deontial street vith

Blid-19th C. hmiQPt; vp-ry pinap to
major business district

UM REFERENCE jAANMATIWANA3AQQ Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
USGS QUADRANGLE Lexington Organization W'atham Historical Conm.
SCALE 1:23,000 Date August 1986

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NALUCNAU RLA@ STLR CR TERI A STATEMENT (i f applicable) * o

The Daniel French School possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling andassociations. Constructed as a school house i n 1847, and con-
verted t o a residence cl 860, i treflects thegrowh of thetown center i n
the md-19th century. |ti salso important as a well-preserved vernacular Geek Revival
style cottage with features related t oboth it sschoolhouse anHresi'*ential uses, "uring
its first decade, i t hadstrong associations with Daniel French, local educator, public
servant andactivist. | tmeets criteria AandC of theNational Register of Historic

Pl aces.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNLFI CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate i nternsof
other buildingswithin thecomunity.

The Daniel French School i slocated onthewest side of Gomon Street which runs north of f

central Main Street. Itslotissetoff byagraniteretaining wall andposts i na pri-
marily md-19th century neighborhood. Itisal i story, wood-frame G eek Revival style cot-
tage facing gable endtothestreet. |t i ssheathed with clapboards andtrimed with pan-

eled corner pilasters anda fascial/cornice. The gable endfeatures twolong windows at the
first story andtwostandard windows i ntheattic. Both have thinly nolded caps and 6/6
sash. Thetwo first storv wi ndows nay have replaced entries when t he school was converted
to residential use ¢l859-60 Thelast twobays of thefive bayside elevation, which on
the north include a window andan entry, also may have been added along with t he gabled

dor mers.

HSTARCAL SIGN FICANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and how t he
building relates tothedevel opment of the cornunity.

This house appears t o have been built i n 1847 by Daniel French for useasa
school house. Daniel French was born i nBerkley, M\ then part of Taunton, i n181M ke
began teaching school before he was 21 and at age 23 was a teacher of mathematics at the -
Chauncey Hall School i nBoston where his students included Nathaniel J. Bradlee, t he
architect, Charles Francis Adans, andJohn Lowell. French cane'to Walthami n 1842 and f or
two years was principal of theH gh School. | n 1844 he established a private school that
was originally located i nthevestry of Trinitarian Congregation Society. | n 1847,
however, he bought |and on Gonmon Street andbuilt theschool house, which opened June 21,
1847, andwas described i nan 1859 account as "very commodious . . . with al |l thenodern
i mprovenents" (Wal tham Sentinel April 1, 1859).

In Novenber 1858 French hada | eg anputated and hadt ogive up teaching. Wen he had
recovered he began spending time i nthelawoffice of Josiah Rutter (seeb54-56 Lyman
Street form andi n 1859 was admtted t o theMassachusetts Bar. He spent therest of his
career as a lawyer i na practice devoted mainly toprobate and chancery work.

(cont)

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFHENES

Vl t ham Free Press-Tribune. February 3, 1906.
Val t ham Sentinel. April 1, 1859.
Bi ographical Review

1898 Life Sketch of Leading Men of M ddl esex County. Vol. 27.
M ddl esex Deeds - 516:380; 813:122; 1465: 505
Haps and atlases - 1854, 1875, 1886, 1900, 1911, 1915, 1923
Directories - 1871, 1886, 1901, 1923



I NVERJTCRY FORM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSACH BETTS H STAR CAL COvMSS ON Waltham. MA 103
Office of the Secretary, Boston ’

Property *f/gji‘iel French School

Indicate each itemoninventory formwhi<t i s being continued bel ow.
H STORI CAL SIGNFICANG :: (cont'd)

Daniel French was also active in public affairs. For nmany years hewas Clerk of the
Town of WAlthamandin 1861 was the Representative t othe General Court. Hewas an
abolitionist before the Civil Vlr and |ater anadvocate of black wonen' s rights; he was
also aleader in the tenperance novenent.

After French stopped teaching, he sold the school in 1859to Viilliam Clark, a grocer.

The Clarks apparently lived in the house for sone time, but by 1923 rented it. The
occupants then were an assistant shipper, amachine operator, and a sal esnan.

Staple to Inventory fnrm at bottm,I
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1970 Atlas, City of Véltham Vél t ham Massachusetts NR
Conpi | ed by t he Wl t ham 38-40 Gnmon Street

Engi neering Division Dani el French School

Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 16-M 20
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