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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1 occupies the entire squaré in the Garden District
of New Orleans, bounded by Washington Avenue, Prytania, Coliseuﬁ’and

Sixth Streets. It is surrounded by a high brick wall, partskpglwhich
The vault walls are along the Washington Avenue side(s). The plan
consists of cepyrai avenues crossing at'the center of the square.” These
were originally lined with rows of tall magnolia trees, most of which have
succumbed to hurricane and freeze, and have been replaced recently by

new magnolia trees. The four quarter areas are subdivided by a series
‘of walks along which are erected various family tombs for above-ground
burial. Many of the tombs are of ma;ble, many of brick covered with
smooth stucco and whitewashed, and some of them are of cast iron. Many
have marble slabs containing designs and inscripfigps. A great many of

" the tombs are of architectural importancé, in §£§§¥mggyival and Gothic
;tyles; The LafaYétte Cemetery No. 1, situated in this historic setting,
is an outstanding example of the traditional type of New Orlegns burial
grbuhd,‘Which is unique in America. While tombs have been constructed at
various periods, the cemetery's general form and design are original,

and follow the plan as conceived by the founders of the cemetery.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located upriver some 2% miles above the Vieux Carre, or original city of
New Ofleané}'Lafayétte City once boasted the fastest-growing economy on

the river, being the terminus of the Texas cattle trail, and the center of
the grain traffic in the Deep South of the Mississippi Valley. Once known
as the de Livaudais plantation, its sugar fields were divided into streets
and lots when the city was incorporated in 1833, and the square bounded by
Washington Ave., Prytania, Coliseum and Sixth Streets was reserved for a
cemetery. It was named Lafayette Cemetery No. 1, and immediately began to
receive burials according to ordinances and resolutions of the City of
Lafayette Board of Council, August 3, 1833 (see copy attached). However,
according to Edward Rightor in his "Standarq/History of New Orleans", it had
been a place designated for gufials in 1824." The "New Orleans City Guide"
states that it is "the oldest planned cemetery in New Orleans, the lanes
being laid out in symmetrical order and provision made for driveways for
funeral processions..." When Lafayette City merged with the City of New
Orleans in 1852, the cemetery became the property of that city, as part of
the 4th Municipal District. It is still the property of the city of New
Orleans, although its tombs and plots are under private ownership. The city
maintains only the walls, walks, grounds, gates, and trees.

Its historical significance, besides being a prime example of a typical
New Orleans, above-ground cemetery serving a very historical area, is
enhanced by its being the resting place of a great many of New Orleans'
colorful and prominent citizens and their families. Here lie Samuel J.
Peters, to whom much credit is due for thefyity‘s public school system as
well as a developey of the city; John Turpin, the architectural partner

of James Gallier,¥Jr., one of the great g;eek Revival special%sts, whose
works are internationally famous; E. W. Sewell and Robert Huyghe, who built
many of the great houses and mansions of the Garden District, the magnificent]
ante-bellum homes which surround the area in which the cemetery is located.
flenry W. Allen, another educational devotee in early New Orleans and later
Governor of the state was buried there, although his body was later, removed
ko Baton Rouge. Buried there are Generals John B. Hood and Harry Hays,
Confederate heroes; numerous fraternal organizations, including the famous
Jefferson Volunteer Fire tomb, with its interesting marble pediment showing
the hand-pump engine of the period.

(CONTINUED ON ATTACHED PAGE)




Norman, B. M., Norman's New Orleans and Environs, New Orleans, 1845,

Ordinances and Resolutions of the City of Lafayette, The, New Orleans, 1845,

" " n n n n n n " Lafayette, 1852.

Waldo, J. Curtis, Visitors Guide to New Orleans, New Orleans, 1875.
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Ray Samuel, Chairman - Historical Designation Committee
ORGANIZATION DATE

Garden District Association ’ February 26,1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

710 International Building 22
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

New Orleans Louisiana

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

a4 el . . .
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set éjwz&’ /é / )’M/(/(W&’ é&/

h ti 1 Park Service. Th commended -
forth by the National Park Service. “he recom Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Rfeservation
level of significance of this nomi [P e

National [ FEB 1 1972

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Régfster." C oo
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (continued)

Large community burials took place here in the great yellow fever
epidemics, including numerous German and Irish settlers of the 1830's
and '40's. The International Order of Jefferson Lodge No. 29 is
represented by an obelisk of white marble, erected in 1849. An Italian
marble tomb for Oscar Wibel was erected in 1864, during the war, for
$3,500, quite a sum in those days, the cost of a fine house. The
complete record books of the Lafayette Cemetery No. 1 are on deposit
in the New Orleans Public Library, and afford an interesting view of
the city's storied pagf. The original design for the cemetery was done
by Benjamin Buisson)” himself an historic and colorful figure, having
been one of Napoleon's engineers who fled to America after Waterloo.

He settled in New Orleans and became Surveyor for Jefferson Parish,

in which Lafayette City was located until 1852.

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1 is included, and has been so, for over a
century, in routine sightseeing tours as one of New Orleans' interesting
and historic sites. And yet, it is still used by many of the city's
families of high and low estate, for family burials.
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