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The Alexander Bradford House consists of two wings. The earlier, on 
the left as one faces the front of the structure, has one and a half 
stories. The exterior walls are clapboard. Originally there was an 
exposed stone chimney at each end.

A brick wing, of almost the size of the original portion, was added 
at an early date, covering one of the stone chimneys. The wing also 
contains a central door. The stairway is original, of late Georgian style.

The house has ash floors throughout, with the exception of the up­ 
stairs floor in the frame section, which are poplar. Other features 
include tooled window and door frames, and chair railing. The woodwork 
in the later wing is more ornate with fluting on the mantels to match 
the trim on the door.

A porch, which had been added in recent years, was blown away by 
the tornado. Also disturbed was the stone chimney on the west end, 
weatherboarding, part of the roof, windows, doors, and other detail. 
Damage to the interior seems to have been only superficial.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Six of the original buildings erected in Stamping Ground when the 
town was laid out circa 1818 were standing as late as April 3, 1974, when 
a series of tornadoes passed through the community. Since that date the 
wreckage of five of the buildings has been hauled away, leaving only the 
frame structure with its brick wing constructed around 1815 by original 
lot holder, Alexander Bradford. Architecturally the Bradford house is 
a good representative of early nineteenth century construction and was 
the finest and least disturbed of the aforementioned early Stamping 
Ground structures.

Alexander Bradford, for whom the house was built, was from a noted 
family important in the history of early western American journalism. 
His father, Benjamin James Bradford, a property owner in the Stamping 
Ground area, was responsible for establishing the first newspaper in 
Frankfort, Kentucky, and, 1n 1800, founding the Tennessee Gazette.

Of greater fame were John and Fielding Bradford, uncles of 
Alexander Bradford, who, in 1787, established the second newspaper west 
of the Alleghenies, The Kentucky Gazette. Published in Lexington, the 
Gazette provided the means for knitting the Commonwealth into a political 
entity, thereby leading to statehood. Also a factor in their importance, 
according to Frank Luther Mott,"was that they and printers trained by 
them are continually appearing in the history of frontier newspapers."

Of historical significance in his own right, Alexander Bradford 
was one of four commissioners appointed to lay out the town of Stamping 
Ground on a 162-acre farm sold to Joseph and Scott Herndon by Robert 
Johnson. In 1812, Bradford, formerly the first postmaster of the town, 
received a license to operate an "ordinary," or tavern, in his house- 
becoming the second citizen of the town to be so licensed.

Although the birth and death dates of Bradford have not been 
ascertained, it is known that his will was probated in 1832. During 
his lifetime, however, he was a participant in the founding of a 
Kentucky town and the preservation of his house would be a visible 
reminder for the community of Stamping Ground of their
heritage.
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Addendum

Paragraphs two & three should read as follows:

Alexander Bradford, for whom the house was built, was from a noted family 
important in the history of early western journalism. A cousin, Benjamin James 
Bradford, was responsible for establishing the first newspaper in Frankfort, Ky., 
and in 1800, founding the Tennessee Gazette.

Of greater fame were John and Fielding Bradford, also cousins of Alexander, 
who in 1787, established the second newspaper west of the Alleghenies, The 
Kentucky Gazette, Published in Lexington, the Gazette provided the means for 
knitting the Commonwealth into a political entity, thereby leading to statehood. 
Also a factor in their importance, according to Frank Luther Mott, "was that they 
and printers trained by them are continually appearing in the history of frontier 
newspapers."
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