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ODESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (/f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house was built in<}§§g>for Joseph Haile, a mason,and is a
free-standing, four-square,trick townhouse typical of the federal period.
It is unusually tall, however, havine three-and-a-half stories as well
as a hiph basement due to its hillside locatlon. It is in excellent

Georro Warren Gardner in the 1930's and to the endowment they prov1ded
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for it§ maintenafnce.  They added the fine one-story Tonic entrance
porch of wood f{either carefully copied or else salvaged from a house of

the correct period) on the_south, or front, elevation. They were respon-

sible, too, for the addition of almost all of the splendid interior
woodwork, which is of a quality equal 'to or greater than that which the

House originally had possessed.

* The house faces south on George Street, and its main hlock measures
LO feet by 38 feet. The windows of the five-bay front are capped by
flat brick arches and are vertically graduated in size. The foundations
are of brick on the front and of stone on the sides. The unpedimented
Tonic entrance porch is on a brownstone platform and has fluted front
¢olumns with pilaster resnonds, and a full entablature surmounted by a
turned balustrade., The doorway has an elliptical leaded fanlight and
sidelights with a leaded arrangement of alternating oval and flared-

diamond motifs.

The house currently has four chimneys: three in the outside walls
of the block of the house and one in the two-story wooden wing to the
rear, which was added sometime after 1817 tut probably not later than
1850, It is more than likely that originally there was a fourth chimney

—__._a._-,. . -

in the main block of the house, located on the northwest back section

and corresponding to the chimney remaining on the northeast back. Arove

a molded and dentilled cornice, a hipped roof carries a high and roomy .
monitor,

Within, the house was originally of the four-room, center-hall
plan. Each room had its own fireplace and chimney, one each in the west
and east (side) walls and two in the north (back) wall. The first floor
was modified by the Gardners, who removed E23 the dividing wall hetween
the two western rooms to create one large library-living room with a
rear entrance hallway tehind it on the northwest. They also added the
arched window at the end of the central hallway. The parlor and dining
roonm, at the southeast and northeast respectively, remain as they prob- °
ably were originally. The kitchen in current use occupies the wing to
the rear at first-floor level, although the origirma 1 basement kitchen has
been reconstructed with plaster walls, exposed summer beam and corner

posts, slate floor, and wide hearth.

In the central hallway the staircase rises in an open well in a

{lrxraceful L-shape with a short leg at the top. It is entirely original,

’(See Continuation Sheet.)
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7. Description.

with an open string, delicate sawn scroll step-end ornaments, a handsomely
molded handrail, and simple rectanpular balusters, three to a step. Fed-
rooms, larpely following the plan of the first {loor, occupy the second,
third, and fourth floors. -

Outstanding in this house is its woodwork: its staircase, molded
chair rails, cornices, and fireplace treatments. A few of the cornices--
molded, fretted, dentilled, or reeded--are original to the house., (Notable
is the heavy bolection-molding cornice in the central hall. ) Most of the
door and window surrounds are original; but the fireplace treatments, at
least on the first and second floors, are not, and were installed by the
Gardners, who rescued from the wrecking companies of Providence the
mantels, overmantels, surrounds, and tiles of appropriate period which
were used to restore these in the 1930's.

The fireplace in the living room, with its molded crossetted sur-
round, molded mantel shelf abkove a fret, and its Delft tiles, is nerhaps
the finest in the house, The fireplace in the dining room is also a fine
one, with its marble facing, its high panelled entablature in the mantel,
and its simple paneller overmantel. In the parlor the fireplace displays
engaged colonnettes and a vprojecting molded mantel shelf with reeded
fascia., The cornices in these two rooms are skillfully coordinated with
the woodwork and fireplace treatments--delicately reeded in the dining
room and heavily dentilled in the parlor. On the second floor, the south- -

‘west bedroom deserves mention for its bolection-molding cornice, vanelled
interior shutters, and fine fireplace treatment with a 31mple columned
mantel and a single-panel overmantel, :

The flooring of the first and second stories is moderm oak laid
over the original pine. On the third story the floors are original and
are now painted with a spatter technique. On the fourth floor the old
pine boards are unpainted. - o
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In their restoration and refurbishing of the Joseph Haile house,
it was the intent of Dr. and Mrs. Gardner to create a distinpuished
- muscum house that could serve as a fitting setting for their own dis-
tinguished gollections of early furniture and paintings. Thus, the
"installation of fine interior woalwork from other buildings (and even
of a new.entrance.porch of correct style) is essentially an addition
- to--and a showcase for--the collections; and the whole complex as we
-now see.it represents the thinking of many collectors and restoration-
ists of the Gardners' day, Wiich differed from the early approaches of . -
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the Colonial Revival in the 1890's and 1900's and which may differ
.. from the viewpoints and techniques of the 1970's. The house was planned
" as a gift to Brown University and is protected from major change by the
terms .of an agreement signed by the university in 1932. Presently,
it serves_as a house for guests of the university. The colléction of .
- furniture which it contains is an excelléent one; the result of genera-
| tions of collecting by Mrs. Gardner and her family. It spans the
| periods. from William and Mary through Sheraton and Empire. ..

Although the interior of the house as Joseph Haile built it was.

i~ undoubtedly a good deal simpler than it now appears, what the Gardners!'"
restoration lacked in absolute original authenticity, it more than made .. |
uon for in the §hel1ence.of_the additions and the quality of the contents.:.
The fact that the handsome exterior, the very fine old woodwork and the .
beautiful antique furnishings are. preserved aesthetically together |

renders the Joseph Haile house a rost valuahle museum.
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