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1. Name

historic rTsabella SteMartj\GardrierJ*useum

Isabella Stewart Gardner Musevm
and/or common

2. Location

street & number 230 The Fenway N/A not for publication
city, town Boston N/A” vicinity of uuilylLd JluwWtatrtwmitf
date Aiassachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object lj/p”™ in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nae Trustees of the |Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
dreet & numba 2 Palace Road

city, town Eosl:on N.A  vicinity of state IISLSS

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. RegiSt”y of Deeds
tiuffolk county uourthouse
street & number Perrberton Square
city, town Boston state V1

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of liistoric Assets of tJie
Comronwealth of y*ssachusetts has this property been determined elegible? —yes ~““no

dae ifoverrber 2, 1979 federal x s*a*e county local
depodtory for survey records flassachusetts Historical Ccrtmission

city, town Boston gae m 02109



7. Descri ptl ONIsabella Stavart Gardner Museim, 280 The Fenway, Bostxn, Mass.

Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site N/A
X good ruins X-altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Isabella Sevart Gardner Niseumfaces north onthe , across this

r fromthe Middy R ver section of Frederic Lav Onsted s "Everald Neckl ace"
park system It isinthe Fermay neighborhood of Boston which dates fromthe first
decade of the twentieth century and consists |argely of attached apartnent buildi ngs
|us nany of the city's cultural and nedical institutions including The Nseum of

ne Arts, Smphony Hall, and various col | eges, art and nusic school s, ad hospitals.

~The Gardner Miseumproperty consists of anost an entire block. The Mdseum
Buil ding proper occupies the northern portion, ad the walls of the buildingaxd

dens encl ose the entire property. Acoach house (now apartnent) faces south, md
| ock, set into the inner garden wall. |t looks toward an outer rear garden and
nodern greenhouses.  Behind the greenhouses at the southeast corner of the propert
is the Rﬂsam_ staf f Parkl ng lot. ~ It abuts aprivately omed early-twentienth-century
apartgteznt bui | ding at the Southwest corner of the bl ock, which isnot part of this
noni nat i on.

The Gardner Miseum constructed 1900-1902, i s alar gie but unpretentious buil di ng
on the exterior, turned invard toward gardens and acentral courtyard. The four-
story nason.r?/ buildingisan Italian palazzo informwth buff-colored brick walls
ad ared-tiled hip roof surrounounted by a gabled glass skylight. The front is a
narrow side of the basic rectangle, sixbays across. A the east side itis extended
by atw bay wde, tw-story, flat roofed wng. Atwo-story, gable-roofed office
annex, extending back al ong the vest facade, 1'sthe building sonly addition fcon—
structed 1933).  Several tall chinmeys add to the |ively sk?/ ine. Structural OY the
granite foundation isbuilt on wood pilings, ax the first floor isreinforced by
steel beans and brick vaulting. . .

~ The front (north) elevationissymmetrical and fairly stark. Rectangul ar
wndows are | arge axd domnant at the second and third floor |evel; snaller wndovs
ae |located at the sidewalk |evel and under the eaves. Ataut skin is created b)(
shal | ow wndow reveal s, narrow | inestone sills, and sinple brickwork. The wall plane
is broken at the center of the facade, at the first roor,al%/asnaJl flat-roof ed
stone entrance porticowth acarved relief of . G:or?e the Dragon over the
open doorvay. |tisflanked by apair of wiite narble lions. The decoration above
IS highly personalized: an exterior chinmey rises ina"Y', wich Ms. Gurdner took
& her initial inlater years, ax it i sset wth astone date pl aque and anot her
carved tablet wth the hostess' notto, "Cest nan ﬁl aisir" and aphoenix rising. A
angled oriel iscradledinthe branching chinmey shafts, at the fourth floor. Snple
wought iron work provides afront fence and sone wndowgrilles. There isa plain
porticoed entrance where the east wng joins the nain bl ock.

The west el evation abuts the sidewalk. |t isapproximately twce as long as the
front but simlarly detailed wth symmetrical fenestration, exterior chi shafts,
ad abit of wougnt iron for fourtn floor balconies. There is a closed entrance
portico toward the rear of this wall, ad the office additionis stucco- walled ad
w ndow ess onthis side.

The other facades are |ess fornal and nare interesting, as they face inon the
gardens instead of out on the streets. The east elevationhas multi-paned floor-to-
ceiling expanses of wndows at the first floor and fourth floor, and a four-part
Venetian wndowat the second story level. The south wall has ascattering of
Venetian, round, and round-arched wndows which hint at Ms. Grdner's eclectic
col lection of architectural fragnents inside.



8- Significance lIsabella Stewart Gardner Musaum, 280 The Fenway, Boston, Mass.

Period Areas of Significance—Check andjustify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture . education military social/
1700-1799 "art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

_~1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

. invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1903 - 1902 Builder/Architet Willard T. Sears

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Tre Isabella Sevart Grdner Mdsaum(originally called Ferway Qourt) possesses
integrity of location, de3|gI setting, material s, vorknanship, ad associ ati on. Its
chie SI gnificance i stwo-fold  assoCiation wth avaan vio contributed greatly t
the cultural adcivic life of Boston during her lifetine, adearly representatlon
of an Anerican residence duaJIy designed to house a substantia noseumcol | ecti on.

It neets criteria A B ad Cof the Nati naI Regi ster.

|sabella Sevart ves bor | n NewYor Gul n 1840, adnarried Jon L Grdner
of Boston shortly bef ore her h birthday. Ms G;\rdner contributed greatly to the
cultural adcivic life of Bxs t dumg lifetime. She anarded prizes to citizens
for efforts to beautlfythel nei ghbor Se supported cul tural institutions,

artists ad nusicians, |ocal hospltals ad social service groups. Se § ored
enefit plays ad concerts for such calses as |talian earthquake victins ad
r ef ugees. ent ertai ned such international flguresas Srah Bernhardt, Pablo G’:\sals
Lady"Gegory, WIliamButler Yeats, ad Jon 9 nger Sargent.

Har greatest contribution, however, ves her noseum built on Boston's Fervay a
the turn of the century. Built after her husbands death, as ahoe for herself an:l
setting for her works of art, it i ssignificant as such adisremniscent of an
|talian pal azzo design, |ncorporat|ngt collection of architectural and scul ptural
fragnents brougt hone by Ms. Gardnér fromher several trips. abroad.

Tre Gardner Ndsaumir eceded, tyafaN ears, other notable house/public gallery
efforts including MwYork's Frick {1913 1. ad G oucester's 19073 MS
Grdner's msamalsovwsthefl st ‘of several cultural amleducatlonal institutions
to choose as its site the reclamed Fens area i n Boston, noch of whi ch vas converted
in the 1880's by Frederick LavOnsted frommudfiats into parkland.
Tre col lection itself i snall and unus uaI

inits quality addiversity.
Spemng thirty centuries it |ncI udes exanpl es fromart of Egy classi cal "Geece
the Far and Near East, Hrope ad Nrth ad Suth Anerica, ad contal ns

sculpture furnlture stained gl ass, ceramics, neta work, textiles, rare. books,
nanuscr i pts, Erlnts ad drawngs. Thec ti |sbest krom for its paintings,
15 "G 5 A A Tl S o Bl
S col | ected works istler, , !
(ol lection isparticularly notable, S’neome%le
becone part of an Anerican collection. Hr col
sculpture vas the first of its klndtobebr to this untryﬁ
As architect, Ms. Cardner conmnssioned Wl lard T. Sears. ambefore the Qvil
Vit to c. 1890, Sears (1837-1920) ves a partner inthe active Boston firmof Qrmnrgs
_ . Aag their nast notable Boston buildings are the Nw Qd
Gurch inthe Back Bay and the Bedford Building, dowtom  Bih are superb
gt SmthOuChFéVIVal desi gn %rellstfg 1E§7h§:)l\htlonalt ar|
rc ona%e bui | di ngs - are particul ar
|vat] it's very likely Ms. &\réner hoseSears%Le to Y

ron of ¢ ary arfists,
3 ofvshlc?lm%)or %ent

her om fondness for \enetian archltecture

@ Fervay Qourt, the architect was closely supervised by the ower. Buildin
design i streated as a frank backdrop for Ms. ycargﬁer S eclt%/ct |ca”dh|ghlypeg



9. Major Bibliographical References

Carter, Jtorris, Isabella Stewart Gardner and Fenway Court, Bosl xin, Kbughton Mifflin Co.1925
Wllard Sears' Diary - iSCGardner MiseumArchives

Stout, George, Treasures frcan the Isabella Stewart Gardner Mise\3m New York, Q ovmPubl.Inc.
Tharp, Louise Hall, Ms. Jack, Boston, Little Brcuvn and G., 1965 1969

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 76,193 sq. ft.

Quadrangle name Boston South Quadrangle scale 1725,000
UMT References
NN
|3|2_W|09P| @ _p|2 pl L L JL
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing —

(;UJII.I--IIIIIIIII_l;Ilenr Lo | . 1. J-L
eLU [ | o] . ol J L
G J—L Hi | J. J-J.

Verbal boundary description and justification

The Isabella Stewart Gardner Musam is bounded by Palace Road to the west, the Feweay

to the North, Evans V3y to the east, and Tetlov/ Street to the south. On the same block, but
e‘ccluded from the nominationis an apartment conplex at #11 Tetlow St.comer of Palace Rd.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state v/jn code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
Pope Coolidge, Isabella Stewart Gardner Musaum Judith McDonough
name/title randar-p .TP”nlcinc;, Ppyjisj-ratinn Dir.,Mass. Hist. Cctnti Boston Landriarks Caimission
organization >/ia.c;c;anhusetts Historical Cctmussion date septerrber 1982
street & number 294 Washington St telephone 617/727-8470
city or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature \J(\ * j \A \ (\9~"AAny£

titte Executive Director, Mass. Historical Ccxitnisson date

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that th” property is Included in the Natiogal®i*~g|”r

Matlotial date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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The central courtyard neasures 45 x 65, under the clear glass skylight. Its
pink stucco walls are bejewelledw th carved stone treasures including Venetian
w ndows and col uimed arcades. The floor has an Italian nosaic and rich changing
horticultural displaysfromin the Miseumgreenhouses.

The coach house i s another of Ms. Gardner's gens. |t s parapeted, vaguely
churriqueresque south wall and single-pitched, red-tiled roof match the court for
personal i zed dramatic effect,

Additions and alterations tothe conplex are fewand unintrusive. The 1933
of fice annex conpatibly closes i nthe rear inner garden with buff brick walls,
sinple rectangul ar fenestration, and a red-tiled roof. The nodern |ancet arched
greenhouses and paved staff parking ot were conpleted in 1972 on | and purchased t he
year before and cleared of its former building, the Leland Powers School. The
sliding-glass doored cafe opening on a patio at the rear of the east wing was created
in 1978-79 from a conservation | aboratory.

8. significance (cont'd)

sonal i zed col l ection, and specifically as the setting for the gens of architectural
fragnents. The centerpieceisliterally the interior court, ahanage to the Venetian
Doges' Pal ace.

Today, Ms. Gardner's tradition of inusic continues along with 14a of flowers,
(bncerts are given threetines aweek, except i nsunners. |heimseumi s opensi X
days aweek. Financing i slargely provided by an endowrent, and nanagenent i s
partially governed by the provisions of Ms. Gardner's will.
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completeness
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202 272

-3504




























































ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM

RECEIVED

.. JUN 21979
Bost on Landnar ks Gonmi ssi on

Aty Han, Room 944
Qe Gty Hll Square
Boston, Miss. 02201

June 21, 1979

To t he Conm ssi on:

| hereby request that the Boston
Landnar ks Gonmassi on nom nat e

the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Miseunfor the National Register
of Hstoric Paces. | amenclosing
a description and statenment of
significance, two black and

white photographs of the nuseum
and a rough nap that indicates

its location.

Mease feel free tocall ne F
(ool i dge or Deborah Gibbon, if you
have questions or need ot her
material s.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Linda V. Hew tt
Assistant Director

MUSEUM OFHACE — 2 Pdlace Road, Boston, M assachusetts 02115



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[I1I1IIRfl Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL c?gigosn’ Miassachusetts MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Decenter 15, 1982

Ns. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic P aces
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngt on, OC 20243

Dear M. Shul |
Encl osed you will find the follow ng nom nation forns:
jl"ston - Isabella Stewart Gardner Miuseum (national)
Colrain - Arthur A anith Covered Bridge (state)
Goncord - Col onel Roger Brown House (local)
Tisbury - WlliamStreet Historic District (local)
Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qanerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30-75 days before the meeting andwere afforded the

?pportunity to cooment. Connents received to date are attached to the nomnation
or I1s.

Sincerely,

CalridagiL

Gandace J(
Regi strati’ rector
Massachusetf: | storical Commission

CJ/pg



