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Address Corner of Hall i Gushing St,
Historic Name St. Charles Borromeo

Church

Use Present church
Original _  church

DESCRIPTION

Date 1915 - 1922

Source "St. Charles Borromeo 70th
Birthday 1909 -1979"- church public.

Style Italian T?pnait;c:np®fo Po”-ivgl
Architect James F. Monaghan

Exterior Wall Fabric terra cotta
brick with stone trim

Out bui I dings ~ none

Major Alterations (with dates)

interior renovation after fire - 1927

Condition oood

M oved no Date ~ n/a
Acreage NO"MP> soAr. O-T "~ bg-frn
Setting

prominently sited on a large .
corner lot, dominates surrounding

mid-late 19th century houses

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon
Organization V/dtham Hist. Cnmn.
Date July. 1986

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REG STER CRI TERIA STATEMENT (i f applicable)

St. Charles Borromeo Church possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanship, feeling and associations. |t is significant as Walthams second Catholic
pari sh which reflects the changing make-up of the South Side population from Waltham Watch
empl oyed/ protestant dominance to a multi-ethnic/multi-denom national mx. The church
building also ranks anmong the finest exanples of early 20th century Italian Renaissance R
vival style church architecture in the Boston area. The church thus neets criteria A and
C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

The site of the church was occupied by cottages which were nmoved to make way
for construction in 1915, (e of the cottages l|ater becane the Sexton's house.
Designed on a latin-crossplan to seat 1200, St. Charles is built of terra cotta

" brick with stone trim The architect was James F. NMonaghan; the contractor,
his father, John Monaghan. The style is basicallyltalian Renaissance. The
original cost was estimated at $70,00. After halting to reduce accumul ated
debt, construction recomrenced in 1922. In 1927, a fire gutted the al nost
finished structure, vihich was refurbished in the sane year.

The inposing street facade i s marked by two colossal Corinthian colums that

enframe the main door and circular wi ndow above it. The whole is surmounted by
a pediment with modillion and dentils. The tynpanum of the main door depicts,
apparently, St. Charles ministering to the poor and sick (cont)

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

Deciding that a new parish was needed to serve Walthamis catholics. Cardinal
O Connell sent the Reverend Peter VJalsh (then curate at St. Joseph's in Boston's
West-end) to establish St. Charles in QOctober 1909. 't is believed that the
dedication to the great counter-reformation M Ianese Cardinal and Saint ws nade
because of the parish's proximty to the Charles River, and becauseits
foundation dates i t close to his feast day.

O Novenber 7th 1909, the first parish nass was said in Endicott Hall in the
AOUW building on Mody Street. The initial menbership of the parish was
estimated to be 2,200. [In 1910, construction on a parochial school was started
at the corner of Taylor and Hall Streets. The Sanctuary in the school was
completed in time for Easter Sunday, 1911.

In 1915, Cardinal O Connell laid the cornerstone of the present church.  The
first mass was held in the unfinished building on Decenber 24th, 1916. After a
halt in the construction due to the necessity of reducing debt, building resumed
in 1922, O My 30th 1927, as the church neared conmpletion, a disastrous fire
broke out gutting the interior and causing a loss estimated at more than
$10,000. The parish held itsservices in the gymmasiumof the parochial school
until refurbishment of the church was conpleted later that

(cont) )

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Waltham Public Library archives
St.  Charles Borromeo Seventieth Birthday 199 - 1979. church
publication, 191
"St.  Charles Borromeo, Waltham, Mass. 1909-1982" 8/85
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ANCHTTECTURAL SI OGN FI CANCE, Saint Charles Borroneo. continued

of Mlan (the same thene i s echoed in the stained glass window onthe left of
the crossing).

The aisled rave, with Tuscan pillars and round-headed clerestory w ndows,
leads to the crossing. Aone-story chapel i s connected tothe transept onthe
ri"ht. Murals inthe pendentives of the crossing depict the four evangelists.

° Themural ~nthe right transept depicts St. Charles giving conn-iunion m tne
hand, to his nephew Hl oysius Gonsaga on August 22nd, 1588. This mural was
cleaned, andit ssubject matter revealed at the sane time as the Catholic
Church decided to allow the reception of comrunion i n the hand. Tne nural was
featured in diocesan newspapers through the country.

The sanctuary arrangenments of the church have undergone changes reflecting
liturgical fashions with their reordering decided upon by the Second Vatican

Counci | . , 1 ~ .-u
0-iginally against the sanctuary wall, the main altar nowstands at the
crossing under a corona suspended from the ceiling. 1 n1959, in preparationicr

the parish's golden jubilee, a baldequin (or supported canopy) was installed.
This was subsequently renoved.

H STCRI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

year. Theinterior appointments have gone through a series of changes both
prior t othe Second Vatican Council under Father MCarthy (elevated t o the rank
of Domestic Prelate or Honsignor in 1957) and subsequently since the”*Council

mandated tne Liturgical arrangements nowin force. 1 nl1979, the parish
continuing toplav a flourishing role inthe life of the South Side, celebrated
its 70th anniversary. |1 n19S2, Waltham welcomed horme the |ranian hostage,

WIlliam Reogh, i n a massive honecom ng parade. Keogh was born in St. Charles
parish, andwas a graduate of the parochial school.
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