


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t er ed X origina site
good ruins N altered noved date
X far unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Point Allertonlife Saving Station is situated initsoriginal locationon Stony
Beach at the entrance to Boston Harbor and at the foot of Telegraph Hill inHull. It
occupies a 7500 square foot | ot on the south side of Nantasket Avenue; the property
also includes another 3040 square feet of waterfront acreage across the Avenue. Neigh-

boring properties include homes that have been or still are occupied by surfmen who
served at the Station. At the top of Telegraph Hill is the Fort Revere National Register
district which includes a Revolutionary Wr fort, telegraph signal stations, and the
World Wor | era Fort Revere. The Station and Fort Revere look out toward Boston Light

(NR), the oldest lighthouse in the country..

The Station is a lh story Queen Anne style structurewith a latter two story rear el |
attached to itssoutheast corner. The walls are sheathed with clapboards while the
roof is covered with cedar shingles. |t rests on a nmodern poured concrete foundation
and al | windows are currently boarded up. Fenestration throughout is irregular in
size and placement. A small one story outbuilding with a gable roof stands directly
behind the ell.

The original portion of the station, constructed in 1889, is rectangular in plan and
consists of tw sections. The eastern section which contains kitchen, living and
dining quarters, is enclosed by a pitched roof and faces gable end to the street. A
center chimey rises through itsridge and two hip roof dormer pierce the eastern slope
of itsroof. The main entry is located west of center. The western section, which
orignally functioned as a boat room is enclosed by a hip roof whose front slope is
pierced by a latter oversized dormer.

This fairly sinmple nmass was conplicated by a series of later additions, the nmost prom
inent of which is the rear ell, built to house the stationchief. 1t is enclosed by
a jerkin head gable roof with hip roof dormers on itseastern and western slopes. A
chimey rises through the roof ridge and an entry is located on itsnorth elevation.
Ot her additions include shed roof porches attached to the north elevations of both the
orignal structure and ell, a small one story pitched roof office at northeast corner
of the original stationand fire escapes on itsrear elevation.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military _X_ social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation
invention X other (specify)
MAR Tl ME
Specific dates 1889 Bui I der/Architect US Corps of Engineers

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Point Allerton Life Saving Station possesses integrity of location, design, setting,

mat erials, and workmanship. | ti ssignificant both for thecentral role it has played
in Massachusetts maritime history and for it sassociations with Captain Joshua Janes,
its first keeper and the nost decorated I|ife saver inUnited States history. The Station

therefore meets criteria A and B of theNational Register of Historic Places.

The United States decided toestablish aLlife Saving Service station at Point Allerton
after Joshua James and his crew rescued 29 persons from four vessels wecked i n the
shipping entrance t o Boston Harbor during thegreat storm of Novenber, 1888. He was
the holder of thegold Iife saving nmedal of theUS Treasury Deparntent and t hegol d,
silver, and bronze nmedal s of the Massachusetts Humane Society. Appointed Keeper at

the age of 62, Capt. James received theonly waiver of theKeeper's age requirements
given by theUS Congress. Between 1890 and his death i n 1902, Capt. James and hi s
crews rescued people from eighty-six shipwecks which occurred within thejurisdiction
of thePoint Allerton Station. There were 556 persons on board these vessels. Only 16
of these lost their lives, and they were all lost i ntheterrible storm of Novenber,
1898, under circumstances which placed thembeyond hunman ai d and which precluded even
an attempt toassist them

The Stationi salso significant as a link between t heearliest days of US Lifesaving
and current US Lifesavingactivity. At thetime it was built, thePoint Allerton
Life Saving Stationreplaced theexisitng small station that had been established

by the Massachusetts Humane Society prior to 1874. The new station was |ocated not far
from thefirst lifeboat station built by theSociety i n1807, near the Hull-Cohasset
line. The Massachsuetts Hunmane Society, established i n1785, was thethird ol dest

life saving societyin the world.

After Joshua Janmes' death, theStationcontinued i nservice as one of t henost active
on theEast Coast. | twas replaced i nthelate 1960's by t henearby new Point Allerton
Coast Q@uard Stationwhich carries onitshumanitarian traditions as one of the busiest
Coast Quard Stations i nthecountry.

Al though no longer i nuse, theO dPoint Allerton Stationi ssignificant as oneof

the ol dest remaining lifesaving stations i nthestate. | n Massachusetts, there were 32
lifesaving stations of which only eleven remain. The Point Allerton Stationwas built
according toan architectural plan that was being used at that time. There areonly two
stations left that areolder than Point Allerton, both of which have been converted to
homes. Two of theremaining stations have been restored and opened tothepublic, one
by theNational Park Service and one as a hostel. O theothers, twoarestill owned

by theCoast CGuard, three areprivate honmes, and one i sa restaurant-|lounge.
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_______ ~ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
I11irrrrmi1  Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
May 4, 1981
M. Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper V;

Regi stration Branch

Heritage, Conservation &Recreation
Service .oN
DO, w34

Washi ngton D C 20243
Dear M. Rogers:

Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms forpublicly owied buildings:
Bar nst abl e- Barnstabl e County Courthouse (state)
Fall River-B.MC Durfee High School (local)

Hul | - Point Allerton Lifesaving Station (state) 2.
Lynn-O d Post Office (local)

Vynout h- Fogg Library (local)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board and have been signed
by theState Historic Preservation Officer.

Sincerely,

Candace Je/Ocins
Registration Director



ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER
STATE MSSACHEETTS

— JUNI | 1981—

Date Entered

Neune Location
DurfM B. M C, High School Pall River
Bristol Gounty

Fogg Library Ueynout h
Nor f ol k Gount y

Banst abl * CGounty Gourt houaa Banst abl a
Banst abl a Gounty

Voint Allarton Lifoaaying Station
Pl yaout h Gouat y

Al so Notified

Honor abl a Paul E. Tsongas

Bonorabl a Edward M Kaanad Stata Hatorie Praaarration Officer
Bonor abl a Kargarat M Baekl ar Ms. Patricia L. Haal owski
Bonorabla Garry B. S ndda Ezacutira Diraetor

Northeast Region, HIES Massachuaatta Historical (oaodaai on

294 Uaahi ngt on Str aat
Bost on, Missaehttsatts 02108

information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401.



