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Hialeah Park race course occupies approximately 206 acres
bounded on the north by East 32 Street, on the east by Flamingo
Way, on the south by the Florida East Coast Railroad, and on the
west by Palm Avenue. The physical plant consists of the original
race track, laid out in 1925; an infield turf track dating from
1931; and other features, including numerous stables. The most
notable structures at Hialeah Park are the clubhouse and the
grandstand. Both are of relatively recent construction:
architect's drawings of the grandstand are dated March 24, 1949;
drawings for the adjoining Renaissance Revival clubhouse are dated
August 10, 1953. Both structures constitute greatly enlarged
versions of the clubhouse and grandstand constructed by Joseph
E. Widener ‘after his purchase of the course in 1930. Both are
constructed of reinforced concrete and steel frame.

Site acreage has increased over the years of the race track's
existence. Until 1930, the Miami Jockey Club occupied only 160
acres of Hialeah Park. The remaining acreage was devoted to the
Miami Kennel Club's greyhound racing facility; their races were
run at night in order to eliminate potential conflicts between the
two organizations. When Joseph E. Widener purchased the horse
racing track at Hialeah Park, he also acted to purchase the parcel
owned by the Kennel Club. The latter purchase was made in 1930,
and Widener built stables on the Kennel Club land. This remains
the stables' location. Widener's efforts to make this facility
the finest in the area included borrowing the design for the
walking ring from Longchamps, France, and borrowing features from
English tracks to highlight the paddock area.

During the intervening years, additional efforts to beautify
the track and its surrounds were Undertaken. These included im-
portation of flamingoes from Cuba and building a lake in the
racetrack infield; commissioning a statue to commemorate Citationm,
a Triple Crown winner; construction of fountains, and extensively
planting the site with flora native to the Everglades gives it
its present park-like atmosphere. These last efforts were ex-
tremely successful, and the park has proved attractive enough to
the Cuban flamingoes that they have bred at Hialeah, causing the
Florida Audubon Society to designate the park a Sanctuary for the
American Flamingo.

Thus by 1931, the Hialeah Park site was complete. While the
various structures on the site have been altered or enlarged, their
individual styles have been retained. The site, the oldest ex1st1ng
recreational facility of its kind in South Florlda, has continued to
function as the founders of Hialeah intended, providing recreation
for thousands each year.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

: Hialeah Park is a historically significant recreation complex
which both reflects and has contributed to the development of the
City of Hialeah and the popularization of southern Florida as a
winter resort area since 1925. .o

The City of Hialeah was formed as a speculative enterprise
by James H. Bright, a cattleman from Missouri, and Glenn H. Curtiss,
the aviation pioneer, in 1921. The land on which the city was to
be built was formed by the drainage which resulted from the construc-
tion of the Miami River Canal.l

Bright and Curtiss planned Hialeah to include many amenities
ignored by other South Florida town developers. They donated
large land tracts for community use and aided in acquisition of
lands for the construction of two churches, a park, the city hall,
a school, a golf course, a municipal water plant, and a race track.

Hialeah's first race track was devoted solely to dog racing.
The Miami Kennel Club opened the facility, the first greyhound
parimutuel track in America, on March 1, 1921 and was an immediate
popular success.3 Although a furor arose over using live rabbits
in the races, the introduction of the newly-invented mechanical
rabhit 'enabled the track's owners to overcome criticism, and
greyhound racing continued.4 :

Curtiss and Bright were also instrumental in founding a
favorable image of Hialeah through such diverse efferts as
helping to form the Hialeah Woman's Club (1922), successfully
agitating for a school, and offering land for use as the home of
the Miami Pan American Exposition.5 However, they also foresaw
a need for recreation during the peak of south Florida visitation
season. Thus, in 1924, when the entrepeneurs were approached by
Joseph M. Smoot about investment opportunities, they eagerly helped
him to establish the Miami Jockey Club and to construct a race-
track and grandstand adjacent to the greyhound track on the site
originally intended for the Pan American Exposition.6
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When the Hialeah track opened on January 1, 1925, visitors
could bet horse races, enjoy an amusement park with roller coaster,
visit Chief Willy Willy's Miccosukee Indian Village and Trading
Post, watch jai-alai played at the Hialeah fronton, and end the
day by betting at the greyhound track, which had begun night
races as a hedge against competition from the horse track.?’

Thus, the Hialeah Park race track offered the most complete
recreational complex in South Florida at that time.

The Great Hurricane of September, 1926 dealt the City of
Hialeah a staggering blow. Twenty people were killed, and over
seventy per cent of the homes in the new city were destroyed or
materially damaged. The Hialeah Park complex lost its roller
coaster and jai-alai fronton.8 From that point on, the various
owners of the Hialeah Race Course concentrated on horse racing.
By 1931, stables occupied the Kennel Club site and the amusement
park, jai-alai fronton and Indian village had become landscaped
portions of the horse racing facility.

In 1930, the race track at Hialeah Park was purchased by
Joseph E. Widener, a wealthy Philadelphian. He redesigned the
track, demolishing the grandstand, stables, and clubhouse built
in 1925. New structures were built. The area to the west of the
track was purchased from the Miami Kennel Club, and stables were
located there.9

The opening of the new Hialeah racing plant in 1931 set its
tone for years to come. It was attended by the rich and notable
who rode special trains south from Palm Beach and debarke? at a
station specially built by the Seaboard Air Line Railway. 0

Hialeah Park has become known as one of horse racing's most
prominent tracks. It is the home of such famous races as the
Flamingo, for three year olds, and the Widener Handicap. The
track has been the major industry of the City of Hialeah since
its opening in 1925, and the prominence of the racing complex
has helped South Florida to gain and retain a reputation as a
worthwhile vacation spot.ll

See Continuation sheet for footnotes
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of the intersection of East 4th Avenue and the northern boundary

of the right-of-way of the Florida East Coast Railroad, thence

West along the northern boundary of said right-of-way to the north-
east corner of the intersection of said right-of-way and Palm Avenue,
thence North along the east side of Palm Avenue to the Point of
Beginning.
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