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The triangular-shaped Flatiron Hotel is located in downtown Omaha 
on a block bounded by 18th Street, Howard Street, and St. Mary's Avenue, < 
prominently displayed to the westbound traffic on the arterial St. Mary's 
Avenue (see photo #6). Augustus F. Kountze, prominent local banker and 
land-owner, had the building erected in 1911-12 for commerical/office 
use. Within two years it was adapted into a hotel by Payne & Slater, 
local realtors.

The steel frame structure faced with brick and limestone trim was 
designed in the Georgian Revival style with symmetrical facades and simple 
detailing. The main entrance is placed in the center of the St. Mary's 
Avenue side. The wall above the entrance projects slightly as was typical 
of the style and topped by a wall cornice, frieze, and metal railing. 
The cut-stone lintels, keystones, and skewbacks and corbelled brick and 
metal cornice are prominent features of the facades. The circular corner 
tower is strategically placed at the apex of the triangle and is high­ 
lighted by elongated brick chaines and the stone antepagment around the 
second story window with its iron balustrade above the console-supported 
sill.

The main floor plan, divided into several rental units, is presently 
rather complicated in internal arrangement. The original condition is 
not presently known. The original entrance from St. Mary's Avenue presently 
leads to a small lobby with access to a finely detailed curved stairway 
which occupies a triangular-shaped space at the center of the building. 
Above, the plan becomes more coherent. Suites and rooms occupy the 
perimeter of the building. Access is via the triangularly arranged 
hallway which surrounds the triangular stairway, adjacent light-court 
and three interior rooms. A double-loaded hallway extends from the apex 
of the triangular hall to provide access to the acute corner of the building,

The first floor frontage originally had large glass windows with 
transoms separated by piers; however, it has been remodeled several times. 
The main entrance has also been altered and the Howard Street entrance 
was added in 1948 (see photo #2).

The Flatiron has been operated as a hotel to the present day by 
several different owners. Rehabilitation as an apartment house is 
currently being planned.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The major significance of the Flatiron Hotel lies in its unique 
contours in the Omaha streetscape. The Flatiron took advantage of the 
unusual-shaped site to create a three-sided landmark in downtown Omaha. 
A triangular block is most unusual in Omaha which was platted on a grid 
plan and no other building in the city has used a triangular site as 
dramatically as this. St. Mary's Avenue is the only street which cuts 
diagonally through downtown. For several blocks east of the hotel, the 
Flatiron dominates the two street views.

Architect George B. Prinz has more or less applied the Georgian 
Revival style to the exterior with the symmetrical facade on the St. 
Mary's Avenue facade, slightly projecting wall surface at the entrance 
and the trim. An Ohio native, George B. Prinz (1864-1946) was educated 
at M.I.T., possibly where he met Thomas R. Kimball of Omaha as a fellow 
student, and studied for two years in Europe. Prinz moved to Omaha in 
1891 to work for Kimball who was starting an architectural practice. 
Thomas R. Kimball was Omaha's most prominent architect (see Omaha Public 
Library, Douglas County and Hall County Courthouse, NRHP). Prinz began 
his own firm in 1909 and practiced until 1940.

Augustus F. Kountze, the original owner of the building, was a 
member of one of the most prominent banking families in Omaha. Kountze 
Brothers banking office was opened in 1857 by his father Herman and his 
four brothers. The banking office is now First National Bank. The 
Kountze Brothers were extensive land owners in the city, Nebraska, Iowa, 
and Minnesota. The land on which the hotel stands was platted by 
Augustus Kountze, his uncle. The Kountze Brothers also organized banks 
in Denver, Cheyenne and New York and Augustus F. and his two brothers 
were the owners and managers of the New York bank after the death of the 
first generation.
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