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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C.R. Breckinridge house, built in 1903, consists of
two stories, a full attic and a full basement. Of early
Twentieth -Century Classic style , it is a sixteen room
gray stucco with a foundation of massive native stones
teken from the Arkansas River.

Eight one-story square classic columns, joined by a balustrade,
are set on a wide, low veranda of wooden planks that stretch
the width of the house. The roof of this veranda support the
second floor balcony that , like the lower porch, stretches
the width of the house. The balustrades here are joined by

2% foot classic columns that are duplicates of the classic
taller columns below.

A second, smaller portico and second floor balcony can be
found on the south side of the building.

Dentils are wide-spaced. The roofline is low, with jutting
dormer windows.

Movable louvered shutters and the single-pane French doors
are interesting couterpoints to the classic style.

The entry hall is unusally large, in fact so large, that
dances have been held in this hall.

Flanking the entry hall ars the drawing room.and the parlor.
The parlor has a tiled fireplace. In addition to this fire-
place, two of the "upstairs bedrooms also have fireplaces.

There is also a guest bedroom, a powder room and a larger
bathroom downstairs as well as a butlers pantry, complete
with dumb waiter. The orginal kitchen was evidently in the
basement. <+oday the modern kitchen is on the first floor,
which also has a sun room and a breakfast room.

The dining room, also on the first floor is quite large and
is furnished with the table and six of the chairs used by
Breckinridge when he was Minster to Russia.

In addition to the bedrooms and sitting rooms on the second
floor, there are servant quarters in the attic.
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C.R. Breckinridge, who built this house in 1903, was the
son of John Cabell Breckinridge, Vice-President of the
United States under President Buchanan and later nominated
by the Southern Democrats for President in 1860 against
Lincoln.,

The senior Breckinridge served as Secretary of War for the
Confederacy and was indicted for treason after the close
of the Civil War. He fled the country but later returned
and was pardoned.

C.R. Breckinridge was born in Virgina.

Breckinridge served as a private during the Civil War

but was later elevated to Major. After the Civil War,

he became a cotton planter in Virgina for awhile before
moving to Arkansas.

Major Clifton R. Breckinridge first served as a Representive
in Gongress in 1883-85 , as a Representive of the State

at large..He was reelected to serve from 1885 to 1887. He
was again reelected to serve from 1887-1889.

In the fall of 1888, John lMiddleton Clayton, twin brother
of Wm. Harrison Clayton, a Presidential candidate in the
1880's and Proscuting Attorney in the famous court of

Judge Issac Parker, ran as the Republican nominee in op-
position to Breckinridge. Both men were extremely popular.
The final results of the race gave Breckinridge 17, 857
votes to Clayton's 17,011,

Several incidents marred this contest, the worst being

the theft of a ballot box in Plummerville by an armed force.
Due to the closeness of the race, Clayton (who's other
brother was Powell Clayton, who served Arkansas as “overnor
and Senator and later served as Minster to Mexico) felt

he had been counted out of the race. He filed a contest
suit in Congress.

Very much concerned about the theft of the ballot box in
Plummerville, Clayton traveled to that settlement to con-
duct a personal investigation into the matter. While
sitting in front of a window at his lodgings, Clayton was
killed by a shotgun blast.
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W.D. Alnutt, an attorney testified that before Clayton
was killed, that he, Alnutt and Armstrong had personally
interviewed 104 individuals, and found that practically
all had voted for Clayton.

The seat was declared vacant by Congress in 1890 because
of this contest. However, Breckinridge was re-elected to
fill the vacancy, serving until 1891.

He again served from 1891 to 1893, Again re-elected, he
resigned on August 4, 1894. to accept the post as Minster
to Russia. They returned from Russia to make they home
in Fort Smith in 1897. -

Breckenridge became active in business, serving as president
of the Arkansas Valley Trust, The Fort Smith River and Harbor
Association and the Fort Smith Commerical League. He was

a delegate to a state constitutional convention in 1917.
After the death of his wife in 1921, he removed from Fort
Smith and died in 1932,

The Brun family, a pioneer family in Fort Smith occupied
the house for several years.

The present owners are Joe and Wanda Wasson who are re-
storing the house.
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NAME OF PROPERTY Breckinridge, C. R. House STATE Arkansas

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION
IS RESUBMITTED. .

7 | Description: Although photos show many of them, the alterations to the house

are not discussed in the form.

8 | Statement of Significance: - The house is obviously of importance for its

association with C. R. Breckinridge. But that significance is not

summarized in the Section 8 narrative, nor are the property's architectural

merits evaluated.

O | Bibliography:

10| Geographical Data -- Acreage:

UTM Reference(s): Please doublecheck UTMs.

Verbal Boundary Description:

12| Certification:

Photographic Coverage:

l b '
Map Coverage: Please supply date signed by SHPO.

Other:
Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to Meagecolle S pels
[
‘on the National Register staff, telephone B lalle 3 2 - (,‘1(7\'

Thank_you for your attention to the above items. 4
M \D }@’\)‘U/(:\ éf\ Date: Q)Q,e_(\\“‘\q_(‘g

Chief, Branch of Registration

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The C. R. Breckinridge house (1903) consists of two stories, a full attic,
and a full basement. It is a sixteen-room gray stucco house with a foun-
dation of massive native stones which were taken from the Arkansas River.
The structure is classically styled. Seven one-storey box columns are
joined by a balustrade on a low veranda. The veranda stretches the width
of the house. The roof of the veranda supports the second floor balcony.
The balustrades and 2% foot box columns of the balcony are duplicates of
the porch. A second smaller portico with second floor balcony is on the
south side of the building. The hipped roof-line is low, and it has gabled
dormers. The eaves are bracketed. The interior end chimneys are corbeled.
The entrance has sidelights, transom, and a single-door; these elements are
contained in a five-centered arch. Windows are one-over-one (1/1) double
hung and are symmetrically placed.

Flanking the large entry hall are the drawing room and the parlor. The
parlor has a tiled fireplace. Two of the upstairs bedrooms also have fire-
places. There are servant'squarters in the attic.

Alterations include a metal fire-stair leading from the upper front porch,
the kitchen and sunroom on the rear, and the stucco exterior. The original
kitchen was in the basement. The new kitchen is on the first floor. All of
these alterations are long standing. '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Breckinridge House was built in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in 1903. Though the
dwelling is not architecturally distinguished, it is significant through its
association with C. R. Breckinridge, the original owner of the house. In the
late Nineteenth Century Breckinridge was a prominent Arkansas politician. He
represented Arkansas in Congress from 1883 to 1894, and he served as the United
States Minister to Russia from 1894 to 1897. He was a central figure in one of
Arkansas' most controversial and violent elections, the Second Congressional
District election of 1888. By entering politics Breckinridge carried on a
family tradition. His father, John Cabell Breckinridge, was the Vice-President
of the United States in the administration of President James Buchanan. The
Breckinridge House is the only surviving dwelling that connects C. R. Breckinridge
to the history of Arkansas.

A native of Virginia, Breckinridge moved. to Arkansas after the Civil War. 1In

Arkansas he entered politics as a Democrat ahd»successfully campaigned for the
Congressional seat of representative-at-large. Breckinridge served as representative-
at-large for three consecutive terms (1883-1888).

In the fall of 1888 Breckinridge entered what proved to be a fiercely contested
race for Congressional representative from Arkansas' Second District. His op-
ponent was John Middleton Clayton, who, like Breckinridge, was a member of a
well-known political family. Clayton's twin brother, William Clayton, was a
Presidential candidate in the 1880's and another brother, Powell Clayton, served
as Arkansas' governor during Reconstruction. Breckinridge and Clayton were both
popular candidates, and the election results were close. Breckinridge won the
election by a margin of 866 votes.

Clayton immediately contested the accuracy of the final vote count. Normal
election procedure had been violated several times on election day, and Clayton
believed that these irregularities had affected the final outcome of the election.
The most flagrant violation of election procedure occurred in Plummerville,
Arkansas, where the ballot box was stolen by a band of armed men. Clayton

went to Plummerville to conduct a personal investigation of the incident. An
aide to Clayton stated that 104 voters in Plummerville were interviewed by
Clayton's staff. Most of those interviewed had voted for Clayton. Before he
could complete his investigation, Clayton was shot and killed at his lodging

in Plummerville. After Clayton's murder, Congress nullified the election

results for the Second Congressional District seat and declared the position
vacant.
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Breckinridge won the election that was conducted to fill the vacant position.
He was re-elected to the seat in 1891 and in 1893. On August 4, 1894 he
resigned from Congress so that he could accept the post of Minister to
Russia, a position he filled until 1897.

After his mission to Russia concluded, Clayton moved to Fort Smith, Arkansas.
In 1903 he built the Breckinridge House. He lived in the house until 1921
when he left Fort Smith after the death of his wife. Breckinridge was very
active in the business affairs of Fort Smith. He was the president of three
of the community's leading commercial associations: the Arkansas Valley
Trust, the Fort Smith River and Harbor Association, and the Fort Smith
Commercial League. He curtailed his involvement in politics, though he did
serve as a delegate to the state constitutional convention of 1917.

The classically styled Breckinridge House is two-stories in height and rec-
tangular in shape. The exterior walls are grey stucco and the foundation is
native stone. A hipped-roof with bracketed eaves surmounts the house. The
interior end chimneys are corbeled.

A one-storey veranda spans the facade. A second floor balcony rests on top
of the veranda. Seven box columns sustain the roof of the veranda. The
columns are joined by a balustrade. The edge of the balcony is also de-
lineated by a balustrade.

The entrance surround is a five-centered arch. The entrance consists of a
single-leaf door, sidelights and a transom. Windows are one-over-one (1/1)
and are double-hung. They are arranged symmetrically.

Several major exterior alterations impair the visual integrity of the
Breckinridge House. The stucco covering of the house is the most significant
alteration. The date when the stucco was applied is not known. Other al-
terations include the addition of a sunroom and kitchen to the rear of the

house and the construction of a metal stairway which provides access to the
balcony.

The interior is less altered than the exterior. The most noteworthy interior
features are the structure's three fireplaces. A tiled fireplace is located
in the first floor parlor, and two fireplaces are set in upstairs bedrooms.
All of the fireplace mantels are trimmed in wood and are classically detailed.
The original wooden trim for walls and doors also survives.
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The Breckinridge House is a fair example of early twentieth-century residen-
tial architecture, but other more spectacular examples of dwellings of the
period are located in the vicinity of the house. The house is historically
significant, but it possesses only a marginal architectural significance.
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OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HisTORIC PRESERVATION

PROJECT: Breckinridge, C.R., House/Murpny, Wm, J., House
To/FROM: Mike Shion DATE: 8/7/79
ADDRESS: AR Hist. Pres. Program PHONE : 501 371-2763
STAFF MEMBER: Gale Brooks DIVISION: NR
REPORT:
length of
Discussed the/MENMEXXEXHNKIN¥INXK #8 on both these nominations
with Mike., Mike indicated that future nominations will be more
succinct with less duplication of information.
I told him that the VBD was missing on botia resubmission forms,
and that we need an original (and not the xerox copy we have)
VBD for each nomination. He will send one for each on a Contin-
uation Sheet. -
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