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1. Name of Property

historic name ROSLINDALE BAPTIST CHURCH

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 52 CUMMINS HIGHWAY not for publication
city or toon BOSTON (ROSLINDALE) vicinity
state MASSACHUSETTS code MA countv.  SUFFOLK .code 025 zipcode 02131

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this[0.nomInatlon
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
'i"neets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

~| nationally « statewide OMOcally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

iture of certifying official/Title Judith B{fdlE@onough, Executive Director Date
chusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or FeMleral agency and bureau

nal Parl< Service Certification
, herafcy certify that this property is: Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detemnined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Roslindale Baptist Church
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

X private

_ public-local

_ public-State

_ public-Federal

(Check only one box)

X building(s)
_ district
_site

_ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION
EDUCATION
SOCIAL

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
STICK STYLE

Narrative Description

Suffolk Co., Mass.
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not Include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 .building
sites
.structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION
EDUCATION
SOCIAL

IVlaterials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation granite

walls clapboards, wood shingle

roof asphalt shingles
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Rodindae Baptist Church islocated a 52 Cummins Highway, Rodindale,
Massachusetts. Built in 1884-1889, by builder Alexander Rogers, from designs provided
by the Boston architectura firm of Silloway and McKay, the reer Sunday School addition
wes desgned by Wes Roxbury architect Oscar A. Thayer in 1915. Thiswooden church
isasubstantidly intact Stick Style ecclesastica building. Itisthefinest example of this
historic architecturd stylein Rodindde-West Roxbury. The Rodindde Baptist Church
retains integrity of location, design, siting, materids, feeling, association, and
workmanship and is of local significance, fulfilling criteria A and C of the National
Regiger of Historic Places

Located a the northwest comer of Cummins Highway and Horence Street, one block eedt
of Rodindale Square, the Rodindde Baptist Church sandson aroughly rectangular 1ot
encompasing 11,530 squarefest. It isakey resourcewithin Rodindde Village's
collection of architecturally significant mid-19th to early 20th century buildings by virtue
of its soaring fegple as well as itsintact form and decordive surface dements
Surrounded on all 9desby wooden resdences dating from the mid 19th to early 20th
century, the church stands on level ground. The Rodindde Baptist Church exhibitsthe
Stick Style's trademark picturesque profilesachieved viageegply pitched roof
configurations.

In typical Stick Style fashion the wall surfaces are trested as decorative demernts rether
than merdly as structura plane. The church's wallsexhibit dapboards overlaid with
horizontal and vertical boards. Comer boards provide vertical accants a the edges of the
church while horizontal boards serve as belt and string courses. Scallop - shgped wood
shingles enliven thisbuilding'swall surfaces. A band of wood shingles sgparatesthe first
and second floors of the eest and west walls, while wood shingles cover wall surfaces
abovethe first floor of the main facade. The pointed archesof the Church's windows and
moldings dlude to the Stick Style€'s evolution from the Carpenter Gothic Reviva style
popular in America during the 1840sand 1850s

The Rodindale Baptist Church congsts of four wooden stmctura components. The
stairhall, bell tower and auditorium components were built during the 1880sand include:
1) the main facade's 3-gory, gable roofed gar hall; 2) asquare, 80 foot-tall, Seeple-
topped bell tower a the church's southeest comer; 3) alarge 25 -story gable roof -
enclosad component containing the Sanctuary or Auditorium and other rooms abutting
the main stairhal's north wall. The fourth component isa2-story Sunday School stmcture
added to the northwall of the original church in 1915. At the time of the Sunday
School's constmction, the Cummins Highway entrance was remodded in a manner
compatible with the Georgian Revival dements ofthe addition. The original church and
its addition rise from granite block and mbble sone foundations, respectively. The
(continued)



HPS Fom 10400-* Omfl - Appmtl No. 1014-001$

United States Department of the Interior
NatioRa! Park Service

National Register of Historic Places AN N
Continuation Sheet

Rodindae Baptist Church
Section number Page Boston (Rodlindale) (Suffoll™ Co.), Mass.

stmctural components of the 1880s church are endosed by intersecting gable roofs clad
with agphdt shingles. The Sunday School Addition culminatesin aflat roof encircled by
alow pargpet.

Main (South) devation: Stair Hall Component

The 3-gory, L-shgped dair hall component projectsfrom the south wall of the main
block. The gablesof the stair hall'stwo perpendicular ssgmentsface south and east and
are of unequda width. The south facing ssgment isthe wider of the two, exhibiting the
main entrance while alarge sained glasswindow goens the upper floors.

The Church's main entrance is recessad within a shallow, pedimented Tuscan-columned
porch. This porch gopearsto have been added when the rear, Georgian Revival Sunday
School addition was built in 1915.

A ghort flight of concrete Sgpswith low shoulder blocks of the same materid lead to
multi-panel double doors. Rising from a continuous sill course above the portico's geble
roof isalarge sained glasswindow spanning the second and third floors. This window
culminates in assgmental arch and isdivided into 12 ssgments by heavy wooden
enframents. Extending from thiswindows upper efi-amentsto the comer boards of the
dair hall component are horizontal boards. In typical Stick Stylefashion, the comer
boardsrest aop wood shingles. Culminating in a steeply- pitched gable with retum eaves
sngle saw cut brackets are in evidence a the Sdesof this gable. Above this gablés
intersection with the auditorium'’s south gable are two small, squere attic windows.

To the left of the entrance bay isthe recessad south facade of the stair hall'swestem
component. On the first floor, narrow double windows rise to acontinuous sill course.
Spanning the upperfloorsisatall and narrow stained glasswindow st within a molded
arched enframent. Above the comice, the south roof dope of the stair hall'swest geble
intersects with its south geble.

A drawing of this building on the cover of a 1912 church history shows omamenta iron
cresting accenting the roof ridges of al of the Church's gables. None of thiscresting
remains. Additionally, thisdrawing indicates that a stucco-covered border and stick work
once accented the gpex of the gair hall's south gable. These treetments were no longer in
evidence by 1925.

The Bell Tower

Soaring 80 feet above the south eest comer of Cummins Highway and Horence Sirest,
the bell tower of the Rodindde Baptist Churchis composad of four components: base,
mid-section, belfry and Segple.

(continued)
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The square bese of the tower isclad with dagpboards. Exhibiting acontinuous belt course
beneeth the windows of the south and eest walls, vertical boards acoent the besgscomers.
Fully enframed double sained glasswindows with arnolded comice. Above the comice,
flared gorons are covered with scaloped wooden shingles.

Sheathed with rectangular wooden shingles and accented by smple comer boards, the
bell tower's second component culminates in segply pitched pointed arches, which goesk
to the Stick Styles rootsin the Carpenter Gothic style. This component's south and eest
walls are pierced by tall and narrow stained glasswindows. These windows culminate in
asegmental arch and are accented by arched moldings. Enlivening the gpex of the
windows arches ae sunburst motifsrendered inlow relief.

The pointed arches of the sscond component culminate & apoint just aove the sills of
the belfry'sarched openings. According to a 1912 line drawing of the church, the Sdes
and edgesof these arches were originally accented by narrow, horizonta boards and
smal square shingles, respectively. Additionally, thisdrawing suggessthat the gables
were pedimented and contained omamental stickwork while directly below, stucco or
some other omamenta surface trestment accented the upper portion of the walls. Covered
with rectangular wooden shingles, the belfry is essentidly square and pierced on four
Sdesby broad arched openings. The belfry's walls exhibit a subtle flaring - out below
sll-level. Visible within the arched openings of the belfiy isthe church's origina bell,
installed during the fall of 1912.

Rising from aflared basg, the gegple gradudly narrows, culminating in ameta weether
vane. A 1925 photograph of the church shows awesther vane that isdifferent fromthe
one currently rising firom the top of the segple. The Seeplésoriginal dates were

replaced by agphdt shinglesin 1944.
The East Elevation: Auditorium and Sunday School Addition.

The eest or Horence Stret facade is composed of the three-bay walls of the auditorium
and Sunday school addition. Reading from south to north, the first floor exhibitsfully
enframed single and double windows containing diamond-shaped sained glass set within
171 and 2/2 wood saeh. The windows extend from a continuous belt course to the lower of
two string courses. Running between the two string courses are wood shingles. At the
northem end of the auditorium's eedt facade is an entrance exhibiting a modem
replacement door surmounted by a multi-pane transom. The entrances condst of Smple
pilasters and comice-headed entablature. The entrance enframents evidently dateto 1915.
Located a the center of the auditorium's upper wall isatall double sained glasswindow.
A smdl diamond-sheped window is nestled between the pointed arches of these

(continued)
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windows. Thiswindow is shdtered by alow, seeply pitched gable. The double window
isflankedby tall and narrow square heeded windows sat within pointed arch enframents.

Above the entrance amulti-pane Palladian window extendsfrom an omamentd pand to
an arched molding shetered by asmall, low pitched geble. Flanking the Paladian
window are windows containing 6/6 wood saeh. Rising above asmple comice isalow
pargpet which endosesthe flat roof of the addition. The 1915 Sunday School addition's
eed wall is characterized by Georgian Reviva surfaces treetments. Rooted in rationa
Renaissance and Classicd architectura traditions, the dementsof the Sunday School
wing contrast to those of the original church, its Stick Style trestments and picturesque
profilesderived from romantic. Medieval modes

North Elevation: Sundav School Addition.

The four bay clapboard-clad north elevation is devoid of formal surface trestments with
exception of astring course between the first and sscond floors and amolded comice.
Reading from esdt to west on both the first and sscond floors are single and three double
windows. The single window contains 6/6 wood sseh while the double windows contain
&/9 wood s=h.

Wes Elevation: Sundav School Addition. Auditorium and Stair Hall Components

Reading from north to south, the 2-bay, clapboard- sheethed west facade of the Sunday
school addition is completely devoid of formal surface trestments. A back door is Stuated
neaxr the northwest comer of thisfacade. Thisdoor is surmounted by asmal square
window. To the south of this entrance is adouble window. The two sandard sze
windows on the second floor contain 69 wood sash.

Thewest wall of the auditorium echoesthat of the eedt eevation with the exception of
four rather than three bays on the first floor. Reading from north to south, the first floor
exhibitstwo sngle windowsfollowed by double and single windows. These windows
contain sained glass st within 2/2 wood saeh. Thefirst floor is s off from the third
floor by aband of wood shingles mnning between wooden string courses. The upper
walls of the auditorium exhibit atall double sained glasswindowflankedby tall narrow
daned glasswindows. The center window culminetes in pointed arches

Nestled between these archesis adiamond-shgped window. Extending through the roofs

comice line, thiswindow is shdtered by asmall, low pitched gable. The flanking

windows are square heeded and st of f by pointed arch moldings. The west wall of the

dair hall component extends afew feet beyond the wall of the auditorium. Pierced by

fiilUy enframed double windows, the upper wall surface exhibitsatall ssgmenta arch
(continued)
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Staned glasswindow st within an arched surround. A raised sunburst motif isin
evidencejust below the arch of this surround. The west facade of the gair hall culminates

in asteeply pitched gable.

Rodindale Baptist Church: Interior Plan Described

The south (main) facade's center entrance opens onto arectangular vestibule. This
vestibules sarways provide aoccess to the auditorium on the sscond floor and the
fellowship room on the first floor. Flanking the main entrance, two flights of tairs ascend
to the second floor stair hall. A short flight of stairs located on the eest Sde of the
vestibule descend to the segment of the first floor hall located within the bell tower.
Entrances on the north wall of the first floor room provide aocess to thefirstfloor's
fellowship room. The fellowship room isalarge rectangular Soecelocated directly below
the auditorium.

Near the northwest comer of the fellowship room, adoor opensinto akitchen whilea
door a the northeest comer provides access to the 9de or Horence Street entry. The
kitchen and Horence Street entry represent the northem extent of the 1880s building.
Abutting the north wall of the origina church smcture isthe two-story 1915 Sunday
school addition. Separating the small, secondary entry of the original churchfromthe
addition'sfirst floor entrancehall isaniron, fire proof door. The addition's entrance hall
contains a starway leading to the sacond floor. A door on the entrance hall'swest wall
provides access to arectangular chapd. Contiguouswith the west wall of the chapd is a
long rectangular room. The second floor of the Sunday school addition contains agtair
hall, pastor's office and two dassrooms which originally served as "LadiesParlors'.

Tuming to the sscond floor of the 1880s block, it should be noted that 80% of thisfloor is
occupied by the auditorium which is open to the rafters. Running the length of the
auditorium's south wall isadgair hall. Two flights of garslink thisstair hall with the

galery.

The original church does not have abdow- grade basament. The basameant of the addition
encompasesadair hall and rest rooms a the north east comer while the fumace room
occupies the north west comer. The southem half of the basament contains a large,
unfinished rectangular Sorage area

Interior Features Main Vestibule, Stair Hall Component.

Representing an intermediary level between the gtair halls of the first and second floors,
the main vestibule's walls g diibits tongue and groove wainscoting. Stairwaysflanking the
entrance ascend to the second floor hall. At the eeslem end of the vestibule ashort flight
of gars descend to the segment of the first floor hall located within the bell tower. This
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Stairway, like all of the stairways in the 1880sstmcture, retain tumed balusters, molded
railings and ballfinial-toppednewd pogs

First Floor Fellowship Room

To the north of the first floor air hall isalarge rectangular fellowship room. Located
directly below the auditorium, the fellowship room retains hard wood floors, painted
wainscoting and iron support poles. Thisroom's sained glasswindows contain diamond-
shaped panesof agold coloration. The fellowship room's ceiling is cheracterized by
modem acoudtic tiles intergpersed with lighting pands.

The Kitchen

The kitchen a the north west comer of the fellowshiproom is very intact, retaining pairs
of handsomewooden cabinetson its eedt and west walls. The walls of this room aso
exhibit tongue and groove wainscoting.

The Forence Street Entry

The Horence Street entry's historic fabricincudes tongue and groove wainscoting. Still
intact are the balugters and railing of ashort flight of sairsthat descend to the fellowship
room.

The Second Floor Hall

This gpeceisilluminated by stained glasswindows located & the esdt, west and center of
the south facade. Original tongue and groove wainscoting is still intact in the first floor
hall. Three pairs of double doors open on to the auditorium, retaining late 19th century
hinges and door knobs. Ingenerd, the Rodindde Baptist Church retainsa high
percentage of its original hardweare.

The gair hals on the south sde of the building possess afine but endangered collection
of nine colorful gained glasswindows. These windows are of the painted rather than
opaescant variety. Thefirst floor windows contain diamond sheped panesof a gold
coloration. The tall windows of the upperfl oorsexhibit geometric desgnsrather than
pictorial images. Typically, the windows of the gair hall and auditorium are characterized
by vivid primary colors. In generd mogt of the church's sained glasswidows exhibit
broken or missing panesand are devoid of protective covering. I nadditionto
compromising the aesthetic qualities of the church, broken windows have caused hegt
lossand water dameage and have resulted in an undemtilization of the auditorium.
Currently, worship services ae held in the fellowship room.

(continued)
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The Auditorium

The auditorium contains pewsranged in asemicircular configuration facing an dter
which is stuated on alow wooden platform st within abroad proscenium arch. The
platform exhibits rectangular pandswith molded edges. The wallsof the auditorium are
plaster with walnut tongue and groove wainscoting. Exhibiting handsome carved
curvilinear profiles, the pews gopeer to be original to the late 19th century.

Situated in the northeest comer of the auditorium isthe original Cole & Woodbury pipe
organ which sharesalow platform with the choir. Thisareais endosad by a solid panded
railing.

The six sained glasswindowsof the auditoriimi, like those located dsewherein the
building, are in need of cleaning and repair. The auditorium's eest and west walls exhibit
tall double windowsflankedby sngle windowsof nearly identical height. The center
windows exhibit memoria inscriptions st within Colonia Reviva scroll and um
enframents in the lower saah.

The upper saeh exhibit circular medalions depicting images such as sheaves of wheat and
castle-like smctures.  The multi-pane opague glass of the flanking windows effectively
contragt with the colorfia glassof the peripherd glassborders and upper sedh's
medalions. The sained glasswindows of the auditorium's west wall echo the
configuration and coloration of the eest wall's windows.

The auditorium’s ceiling isin the form of aribbed barrel vault. The lighting fixtures
sugpended from the ceiling gopear to dateto the mid-20th century and represant
replacement features that complement rather than detract from the predominant late-19th
century treestments. Thesefixttiresare in the form of octagond lantems congisting of milk
glass pands encasad in abronze framework exhibiting arched and oval shapes.

The Gallery

The gdlery abovethe auditorium's south Sde retains its solid, serpentine railing,
exhibiting recessad rectangular outer pands and moldings. Additionally, the gdlery
retains tumed stairway dements and hardwood floor. Most of the gdlery's pewsae no
longer in place. The ceiling above the south eest comer of the gallery exhibits sains

causd by water damege.

(continued)
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The Smdav Schod Addition.

The rooms ofthe 1915 Sunday Schod exhibit little in the way of noteworthy vintage
feastures Modem panding and suspanded calings are in evidence through out. The dar
hall of the addition, however, retans newd pods , da-work bauders ad rallings that
reflect the influence of the Craftaman and Misson styles popular during the World We |
aa

(end)
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(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X.A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

0 a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Period of Significance
1884-1948
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Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari<ed above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Thomas Silloway, Henry McKay
Oscar A. Thayer
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
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8. Satement Of Significance

The Rodindale Baptist Churchis significant as Rodinda€'s oldest Baptist church
dructure. Thiswooden ecclesastica building is an intact, well-rendered example of the
Stick Stylewith an early 20th century Georgian Reviva addition. Organized in 1875, the
Rodindae Baptist Church wes built in 1884-1889 by the Boston Architectural firm of
Silloway and McKay. Additionally, the Rodindde Baptist Church provides physica
evidence of the late 19th century maturation of Rodindde Village, acommunity that
began to develop as early as 1805. The Rodindde Baptist Church retains integrity of
location, design, siting, materias, feeling, association, and workmanship and is of local
sgnificance, fiilfiling criteria A and C of the Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces

The Rodindale Baptist Churchislocated & 52 Cummins Highway, one block south of
Rodindde Square. The community hes never existed as an independent town, and its
boundaries have been difficult to define. Rodindae isroughly bounded by Fores Hills
Cemetery and the Arnold Arboretum to the north. Mount Hope and Cavary Cemeteries
to the eedt, the Stony Brook Reservation to the south and the north dope of Bdlevue Hill
to the west. Rodindale, as part of West Roxbury, was annexed to the City of Boston on
May 29, 1873. Buih between 1885 and 1889, the Rodindde Baptist Church represents
alate, architecturally significant addition to the formerly rura village that evolved around
the crossroads a Washington and South Streets, later Rodindde Square

The beginnings of the Rodindale Baptist Church may be traced to two sources the
Sabbath School of the South Evangelical Church of West Roxbury and the Jamaica Plain
Baptist Society. The establishment of the Sabbath School on May 27,1855 led to the
formation of severd churchesin Rodindde, including Rodindae Baptist Church. The
Sabbath School wes located in the Primary School House No.5 on Poplar Street. During
the fall of 1859, preaching services were added to those of the Sabbath School, and three
yearslater, "The Rodindae Evangdica Union Society” was formed on August 4,1862.

The membersof this society tried to organize a Church of Christ or Union Church. For
reesons that are undlear, this sodety was unsuccessful in its efforts to establish a church
in Rodindae. Although these organizational efforts did not reach fruition, there remained
individuals in the community seeking to fidfill their spiritual nesds In the soring of 1873,
John Weld and Rev. H. F. H. Miller, a the behest of Baptist familiesin Rodindale
village, sought advicefi-ommembersof the JamaicaPlain Baptist Church. The Jamaica
Plain church generoudy offered to defray the expensesof the fledgling Rodindale Baptist
Society for the first month, with severd members pledgingfiartherfinancial asssance
The first Baptist preaching in Rodindale occurred in the upper dassroom of the Horence
Street School on June |, 1873. The first preacher was Dr. Samud F. Smith, author of the
song "America’.

(continued)
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A Sabbath School was formed on July 61873~ with deven members present. In thefall
of 1873, West Roxbury, having been annexed to Boston, the city authorities refused to
permit the fiirther use of the school building for religious purposes. Worship services

were conducted in "the smal white house of Amasa Wood" which stood on the comer ot

directly oppodte the main facade of the present church. On March 13,1875, amesting
wes held & Wood's home for the purpose of forming achurch. On March 31,1875,
representatives from saven neighboring Baptist Churches attended a council "to congder
the advisahility of recognizing the infant church" and voted to recognize Rodindde
Baptist Church.

From 1874 until 1880, the worship sarvices of the Rodindale Baptist society were
conducted in Association Hall (no longer extant), ameeting room on the sscond floor of
"alarge building" that had been movedfi-omWes Roxbury to Rodindde in 1866.

Association Hall'sinterior was described as "alow sudded room reeched by two flights

of gairs, heated by a dove and lighted by kerasene The floor was S0 uneven that all the

legsof a settee could not reach it a the same time and 0 dippery with dancing wax that

one neaded to pay carefid head to his ggps. The windows and blinds rattled with every
pasing breeze, and ventilation was an unknovra quantity.”

In May, 1877, George W. Thomas, aNewton Seminary sudent, was engaged to succesd
Dr. Smith. Under Thomeas inspiring leadership the congregation expanded and financial
ald was secured from the Massachusetts Baptist Convention. OnMay 12,1879, the

church was incorporated under the Statutes of Massachusattswith the following officers:

Treasurer, Mr. James Charlton; Clerk, Mr. John Weld, Executive Committeg, Mr. B. F.

Pike, Mr. A. F. Shaman, and Mr. John M. Shaw. Following the untimely degth of pastor

Thomeas in April, 1881 there followed athree - year period without permanent pastord
leadership for the congregation. The commencemeant of thefive-yearpagtorate of John
Monroe Wyman in April, 1834 herdded anew ea of stability and expanson for the
church.

In March, 1885, the Rodindde Baptists purchasad the 6,344 squarefoot ot & the comer
of Ashland Strest (Cummins Highway) and Horence Street for $1,000.00 from Mrs.
Susn L. Barton. The church was built on the large Sde yard located to the south of the
Barton housa

Cummins Highway was originally caled Ashland Avenue and later Ashland Street.

Running from 726 South Street a Poplar Sireet to Horence Street, Ashland Street was st

out between 1843 and 1848.

Comprised of progperous local tradesmen, artisansand afarmer, the building committee
of the Rodindale Baptist Church hired the Boston architectura firm of Silloway and Mc
Kay to provide adesgn. Contractor Alexander Rogersbuilt the church.

(continued)
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The architectural partnership of Thomas W. Silloway and Henry L. McKay, wes based a
Green Street, Cambridge. By 1886, their office islisted & 54 Devonshire Street, Boston.
Little isknown of their work with the exception of a Middlesex County building erected
a an unspecified date in Eagt Cambridge between the Women's Prison and Hospital.
While still in partnership with McKay, Silloway participated in reconstmction work in
Charleston, South Carolinafollowing the earthquake of 1886. The Rodindae Baptist
Church was completed in 1889 shortly after the demise of the partnership.

Thomas W. Silloway (1828- 1910) was an important and prolific architect of New
England ecclesiastical and public buildings during the second half of the 19th century.
Silloway is credited with the design of an estimated four hundred churchesduring his
long and distinguished career. A native of Newburyport, Massachusatts Mr. Silloway
moved to Boston in 1851, studied for the ministry, and was ordained aUnitarian
clergyman in 1862. The year before his ordination he desgned the Cambridge Stret
Universalist Church in Allston-Brighton, and &so served as minister of this church.
Silloway's omate Queen Anne houseisstill standing & 40 Gordon Street in Allston
Heights.

Even before his ordination, Silloway pursued an architectura career that would supersede
hisministry by 1867. Asearly as 1854, Silloway desgned the Town Hall of Milford,
MA. During the mid-1850s, he remodded the Revere Meeting House and Cambridge
Universalist Church, now located & 8 Inman Street. Additionally, the Church of the
Unity, 91 Wes Newton Strest, Boston's South End, is credited to Silloway. Further afield
he provided desgnsfor buildings & Goddard Seminary & Barre Vermont (1860s and
18709) and in 1872 was hired to desgn buildings a Buchtel Collegein Akron, Ohio. He
reportedly was involved in the desgn of the Vermont State House & Montpelier
Vermont. During the 1870s Silloway was engaged in anumber of church projects
including The Pilgrim Church & 35 Magazine Street, Cambridge (1870-1872, with J. H.
Sparrow, architect), the remodeling of Roxbury's Ruggles Street Baptist Church ¢.1877
and the vestry addition to the Progpect Congregationa Church a 99 Progpect Stredt,
Cambridge in 1879-1880.

After the Silloway and McKay firm disbanded ¢.1887, Slloway sgt up his own office a
Park Square, Boston. Late examples of hiswork included the church and parsonage for
the Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (1898-1900) a 8 Wes Newton Street, Boston
and the Jenkins Memoria Library, North Conway, New Hampshire( 1900-1901).
Silloway died & Allston Heights in March, 1910.

Henry L. Mc Kay's career is consderably less well documented than that of Thomas W.
Silloway. Evidently active during the 1880sand 1890s McKays church projects included
the Charles River Baptist Church in Cambridge; First Baptist Church, Maiden, MA;

(continued)
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Dearbom Street Church, Roxbury; and the Pragpect Hill Congregationa Church in
Somerville (constmction dates unspecified). McKay's resdential work included a house
for H. Holloran, Ward Street, Roxbury (c.1888), and aseven-gory goartment hotel
building a& 186-188 Commonwedth Avenue (1891).

That Silloway and McKay's chosea Stick Style design for the Rodindae Baptist Church
may liewith Silloway's predilection for picturesque styles that were au courant & the
dart of his career during the 1850s he may have deemed the Stick Style sufficiently
picturesque 0 as to compliment the Rodindale Baptist Church's still mral surroundings.
Popular between the mid-1860s to c¢. 1880, the Stick Style would have been viewed by
critics as aretardataire architectural mode by the time of the church's completionin 1889.

The Stick Style is assodated with the vemacular architecture of American suburbs and
countryside rather than the academic church design of urban centerswhich relied on
masonry materids and variants of Renaissance Revival and especidly the English Gothic
Revival style. In part, the importance of the Rodindale Baptist Church liesin thefact
that 0 few ecdesagtical buildingsdesgned in this style were built and/or survive within
Boston and vicinity. One of the rare surviving Boston Stick Style church buildingsis S
John's Episcopa Parish House on Devens Sireet, Charlestown. Designed as achapd by
Ware and Van Bmnt during the early 1870sit was hoisted on top of a brick first floor
during the early 1900s

Marcus Whiffen in American Architecture Since 1780, A Guideto the Styles explains
that "Stick Style buildings havetall proportions with high, segp roofs, frequency of
complex plan and irregular silhouette.. .Diagona 'stickwork' is one of the most
characterigtic features of the style. Walls may be faced with vertical boards and battens
or (in the final devdopment of the style) with horizontal dgpboards having an overlay of
other boards - vertical and horizontal, and sometimes diagona.” Initially discussed and
illustrated in the works of landscgpe architect and critic Andrew Jackson Downing during
the 1840sa the Cottage Style and Swiss Cottege Style, the ftill-blovra Stick Style
emerged during the mid 1860sin the desgns of Gavase Wheder and Richard Morris
Hunt. According to Lester Waker in American Shdter, "Downing'singstence on
‘tmthfulness' in wooden buildings had caussd many architects and buildersto beginto
expose important balloon frame members on the facade of their smctures.™

British architect Gervase Wheder's illustrations of Stick Style resdences gppeer in

Downing's Rural Homes seriespublished in eight editions between 1851 and 18609.

Together with Downing's essays. Wheder's drawings had a consderadle influenceon the

work of American architects and builders. Richard Morris Hunt, a contemporary of

Wheder, desgned Griswold House, in Newport, Rhode Idand, in 1862. An early, high-
(continued)
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profile example of the Stick Style, Hunt brilliantly illustrated his architectura mode's
potentia for picturesque effects viahis incorporation of Medival Half-Timbered, Early
Gothic Revival, Carpenter Gothic and Swiss Cottage Styles into asingle desgn. Al
things congdered, the historical significance of the Rodindade Baptist Churchis
inextricably bound to the fact that itisardatively "pure’ example of the Stick Style
cregted & atimewhen the popularity of the style was well into its decline.

Retuming to the history of the church, the comersione weas laid November 28, 1884. The
exterior of the building was completed and the vestry mede reedy for occupancy Jdune 1,
1885, a acog of $3,400 (evidently the vestry isthe first floor fellowship room currently
usd for worship services).

On June 14, 1888, the Church voted to authorize the completion of the Silloway and
McKay-designed auditorium. Hersee Brothers were awvarded the contract for carpenter
work. The organ was built by Cole and Woodbury & acog of $1000. Dedicated on June
17, 1889, the total cogt of the Rodindde Baptist Church's building and land was $17,000.
The Massachusetts Baptist Convention contributed $2,166 toward the constmction,
JamacaPlain industrialist Benjamin F. Sturtevant, inventor of the Sturtevant blower,
gave $1700 towards the Baptists building campaign.

In the fall of 1890, abell wes placed in the belfry. The five hundred dollar cogt of the bell
was funded by Samud F. Dearbom in memory of Deacon John F. Weld.

The early yearsof the church coincided with aperiod of unprecedented expanson of
trangportation networks in Rodindae and West Roxbury with the expandon of dreetcar
lines (1896) and the completion of the extenson of the devated railroad from Roxbury's
Dudley Station to Forest Hills.

Two weeks after the Rodindae Baptist Church's completion, J M. Wyman, resgned as
pagtor of the church on July 7,1889, accepting aministry in Augusta, Maine. Reverend
Wyman was succesded by Rev. Erwin Dennett of Franklin, MA. Between 1895 and
1905 additional land & the northwest comer of the lot was purchasad resulting an
incresseingzefrom 6,344 to 11,530 sg. ft.

During the first quarter of the 20th century, the Rodindde Baptist Church reached out to
the Rodindale community, expanding upon itsrole as aprovider of spiritual, socid and
educationd servicesto the community. On January 20, 1902, forty-two men met in the
vestry to form the "Men's League'. Evidently the older membersacted as mentors to
young men who were "training to take an active part in the civic and religious affairs of
the community". By 1912, the Men's League had grown to amembership of 178.

(continued)
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On October 31, 1910, Rev. Floyd L. Carr began his extraordinarily productive seven -
year pagtorate. 1n 1911, the mortgage was paid off, the rectory sold and anew mortgege
of $6,000 was placed on the Church property. Under Carr's leadership, new parishioners
joined the church. In 1912, the total number of parishioners was 467 and 410 children
atended the Sabbath School.

The growth of the congregation necesstated the constmction of an addition to the back of
the church to housethe Sunday School and socid programs. Built in 1915 & an estimated
cogt of $8,000.00, the new wing'sfirst floor contained the Sunday School named Weld
Hall in honor of one of the Church's principal founders, John Weld. The Ladiess Parlors
(aso usad as two dassrooms) were located on the floor above. The new addition enadled
the churchto host community youth groups such as the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, Camp
Fire Girls and Pathfinders as well as religious organizations encompassng the Men's
Union, the Women's Society, the Christian Endeavor Society and Hearthstone Class for
young married couples.

The Rodinda e Baptist Church's Sunday School addition representsthe work of West
Roxbury architect Oscar A. Thayer. Little information exists regarding Thayer's
architectural career which soanned the first half of the 20th century. Despite the
longevity of his carear very little information hes been uncovered identifying examples of
hiswork. The Boston Public Library architect'sfiles only listing for Oscar A. Thayer's
work isatwo-family wooden dwelling on Upton Strest near Grant Street, Allston that he
desgned for Martin G. and Martha Johnson in 1898.

By 1925, the church had amembership of 492 and a Sunday School enrollment of 464,
including aprimary (or nursery) department of 76. In April, 1929, the way was paved
for women to take aleadership rolewithin the church. At that time it was proposed that
Deeconesss have the same powers and duties as Descons By January, 1932, the church
membership numbered 567. During the Great Depression the budgets of the church's
socid programs were dragtically cut, never to recover to pre-Depresson levels of funding
and participation.

Between 1920 and 1945 the churchfacility was subject to various additions, dterations
and improvements. During the early 1920s, anew lighting sysem was installed in the
auditorium, and changes medein the pulpit and reading desk. The old setteesin the
vestry were replaced by new chairs, and anew piano wes placed in the auditorium, gifts
of the Women's Society. A piano was purchased for Weld Hall, and the room weas
atractively furnished with curtains, pictures and aclock. 1n 1926, the organ was
electrified a acost of $338.00.

(continued)
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During the early 1930s, "the choir was rebuilt, and the Pulpit desk and platform mede
more attractive." 1n 1941 the Sanctuary, hall and vestibule were redecorated athough the
details of this redecoration are not daborated upon in church histories.

Originaly covered with date shingles, the church's roof and spire were covered with
agohdt shingles in 1937 and 1944, respectively.

After World War |1 the Church continued its out -reech to the youth of the community. In
1949 Maurice McFarlane, asudent & Andover-Newlon Seminary, conducted successfiil
fellowship programs for the youth of the community. In 1950, the Church cdebrated its
75th amiversary with amembership of 550 and a Church School with 133 students. For
many yearsthe Church depended on volunteers from the congregation and youth workers
hired by the Board of Christian Education to redecorate the building. During the early fall
of 1949, the Vestry was completely redecorated and anew lighting sysem ingtaled in the
basement. These improvements were mede possible by the volunteer efforts of the men of
the congregation.

In 1953, the congregation embarked on an ambitious fund raising campaign cdled
"Program of Progress'. Thisprogram raised $15,000.00 that was utilized to "completely
redecorate the church insde and out.” The exterior of the building was painted for the
sum of $1,190.00. The upper hal a the Pagtor's sudy and stairway and lower hall was
refinished. A partition of double thickness was installed a acost of $415.00 inWeld
Hall, to creste aprimary and nursery room. The dained glassin the sanctuary was
repaired a acogt of $400.00. During the mid-1950s, the Sanctuary wes painted pastel
green. New red carpeting was ingtaled over the Sanctuary floor and new pulpit fumiture
and drgperieswere purchasad to enliven this goace Degpite these renovations to the
Sanctuary'sinterior, the basc form of this goace hes remained unchenged and a high
percentage of original woodwork, fumiture and sained glassis still in evidence.

During the late 1950s, a Boy Scout Troop wes reorganized under the leedership oTRev.
Arthur L. Hanson. Additionally, Rev. Hanson organized aprogram of activities for
primary school children called "Funfor All." By the early 1960s, the membership of the
church was in decline, atrend that hes only recently begun to reverseitself The
Rodindae Baptist Church's congregation became largely a church of senior citizens
without thefinancial means to continue the various spiritual and socid outreach programs
for which the church had becomewidely known. Thisreversd of fortune occurred, in
part, because of Reverend Hanson's untimely deeth in 1960 a the age of 44. Reportedly, a
number of parishioners lost faith in the church's ability to carry on without their beloved
leeder. The lass of membership resulted in afrustrating lack of finances. Robert E.
Heskett, began his sx-year ministry in October, 1963. Rev. Heskett worked tirelesdy to
"try and improvethe growing gpathy" and blesk financial situation. Despite having to

(continued)
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work as a part-time teecher in the Boston Public School syslem. Rev. Heskett tended to
the spiritual nesds of the congregation with the help of youth workers from public and
divinity schools. Mr. Heskett was the first Pestor who acknowledged and practiced
psychotherapy, both individual and group. Heinitiated programs in which groups met to
discuss common problems. Due to financial inability to support afull time minister, Rev.
Heskett resgned in Sgptember, 1969, to assume pagtord duties in New Bedford.

By the time of the Rodindae Baptist Church's 100th Anniversary in 1975, the
membership numbered 112, with two thirds of this group over the age of 75. Under the
leadership of Reverend Robert Stetson the Rodindale Baptist Church continues to meet
the spiritual nesds of an aging congregation andfinancial chalengesfaced by an urban
American ministry a the tum-of-the-millennium.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundarv Description

The boundaries of the Rodindae Baptist Church runwest from Horence Street
continuing along Cummins Highway to the boundary line shered with the house a 48
Cummins Highway. Tuming northward, the church's boundary continues inan irregular
line as far as the old Barton house a 70 Horence Street. Continuing eestward to-Horence
Stredt, this boundary tums south to the point of commencement a the north west comer
of Horence Street and Cummins Highway .

Verba Boundary Justification

The boundaries as nominated are the current and historic boundaries of the Rodindae
Baptist Church, dnce its constmction in 1884-1889.
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