NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev.

United States Department of the Interior yAN 17 390

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the properly being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name Westover - Bacon - Potts Farm
other names/site nunriber Westover, Jonah House

2. Location

street & number Route 41, under Mountain Road NMJ ~o* publication
city, town  South Egremont N'MJ vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Berkshire code 003 zip code n?1»"Mft

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Fx] private n  buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| 1public-local district (complex) 4 1 buildings
| Ipublic-State | | site sites
| I public-Federal | Istructure 1 structures

I lobject objects

? Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [Z] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion” the property C*jneets d | does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation jsheetrj

Sgnature of certifying official Executive QJirector, Massachusetts Historical Comnft™ i on;
State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is;
R™MTentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet,
n determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register.
O other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Westover-Bacon-Potts Farm, !South Egremont, MA | J |99Q
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling, Secondary Domestic / Single Dwelling, Secondary
Dwelling Dwelli ng
Agriculture / Storage, Agricultural Landscape / Conservation Area
Field, Animal Facility, Agricultural
Outbuilding

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation  Fieldstone
Colonial / Georgian walls  Weatherboard
No Style
roof Asphalt

other.

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Located i nt heuplands of Berkshire County t heWstover-Bacon-Potts Farm
includes a 1744 farnhouse and related farm buildings on 150.221 acres, all of
which were under one ownership and operated as a farm by thelate eighteenth
century. Situated i nthe Town of Egrenont i nthesouthwest corner of
Massachusetts, thefarmis east of Jug Head, a well known |andmark of the
Berkshire mountains and al so on t he Appal achian Trail. The property i s bound
on thenorth by Warner Road, formerly known as Guil der Lane (naned for the
first owner of theland, John Van Guilder), and on t hesouth by a portion of

the Appalachian Trail. A tributary of Wllard Brook runs through theeastern
side of thefarm The Westover-Bacon-Potts Farmi ssituated on t heeastern
slope of a high hill overlooking thevalley with a vista towards northwestern

Connecticut.

Egrenont i san inland rural town i nthesouthwestern corner of Massachusetts
bordered by theState of New York and t hetown of Mount Washington on t he west
and Connecticut on thesouth. The towns of Great Barrington and Sheffield are
east of Egrenont, and Alford i sdue north. Egrenont boasts two village
centers; North Egremont and South Egremont, both of which have National

Register districts. The Westover-Bacon-Potts Farmi ssouth of South Egremont
on Route4l.

The farm conmplex with its main farmhouse and related outbuildings i s
representative of thedevel opment of therural agricultural communities of
Berkshire County and retains architectural integrity as well as being an
excellent exanple of Egrenont's historical and economic devel opment. The
conplex i sreflective of theperiod of devel opment beginning i n1744 whent he
house was constructed and continuingto 1939 during which time thebuildings
and surrounding |andscape were i ncontinuous use as a working farm

The 149 acres (nost recently surveyed and measured as 150.221 acres) that
constituted theeighteenth century farmremain intact under one ownership.
The farm acreage has been divided into seven parcels for thepurposes of
recording theconservation and preservationrestrictions. (Seeplan of Land
Surveyed - 1986). Nearly fifty acres (Parcel #2) have been protected by
Agricultural PreservationRestrictions while an additional thirty-five acres
(Parcels #4 & #6) have recorded conservation restrictions. Additional

nn See continuation sheet
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restrictions are applied to the fifty acres through which the Appal achian

Trail has been rerouted (Parcels #5 & #7). Al | seven parcels are privately
held under one ownership. Parcel #3 is subject to an easement and Parcel #1
is over four acres surrounding and including the farmhouse and outbuildings.

The Westover-Bacon-Potts Farmconsists of five buildings and four structures
of which al |l are contributing to the architectural and historical significance
with the exception of one building, the 1979 garage, and one structure, the
in-ground pool. The 1744 mmin house is the focal point of the farm conpl ex
with a circa 1806 converted woodshed and horsebarn addition. Oher resources
include two |ate eighteenth century farm buildings, a circa 1850 tool or
garden shed, a new garage, two wells - one with a well sweep, the other with a
cast iron punp - and an in-ground sw nmng pool, al |l surrounded by fields and
woodl and with remants of the ancient stone wall system Route 41 bisects the
farm leaving the buildings on the east side of the state road with the main
farmhouse set back by 75 feet and facing east-southeast. The entire conplex
retains itsarchitectural and historical integrity. Only the 1979 garage and
the swinmmng pool are non-contributing although they are consistent with the
surrounding historic fabric.

The Westover-Bacon-Potts House is a well preserved exanple of a five-bay, tw
and one-half story. Second Period dwelling with a gable roof and distinct

| ean-to or salthox roof line at the rear. Built in 1744 the nmmin house
displays a traditional center entrance, two-roomplan with integral lean-to
around a nmassive central chimey. A one and one-half story 1806-1815 former
wood shed extends 58 feet to the rear of the main 1744 dwelling connecting the
house with the circa 1806 horse barn which has been recently converted to
living quarters.

The house is sheathed in early scarfed clapboards with an asphalt roof and
rests on an eight inch, raised fieldstone foundation, parts of which are dry
while other sections have been reinforced with mortar. Wndows of the early
house display twelve-over-eight sash set in simply detailed frames with
slightly projecting narrow lintels on the north and south sides.

The five-bay, main facade faces east towards Route 41 and has a center
entrance with a wide entablature, a four-light transom a wide frieze board,
and a projecting unadorned cornice or lintel. The 1744 date is inscribed in
eight inch digits on the frieze over the door. The main facade i s symmetrical
with tw bays, evenly spaced and flanking the center entrance. The roof has a
slight overhang with a wide frieze board between sash and eave. Sinple
cornerboards run from the foundation to the roof line and have no
architectural details.

The north and south elevations display one wi ndow, centrallylocated, of

(continued)
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building with a saltbox roof. Oher local resources displaying this formare
one and one-half stories. These facts contribute toitslocal inmportance and
its articulation of Egremont's devel opnent.

Preservation planning has played a determning role i nthefuture of this
property. The inportance of thelandscape t othecomunity has been
recognized by thepresent owner who has established permanent protective
strategies for maintaining thefarmscape. The acreage has been divided into
seven parcels for thepurposes of recording protectiverestrictions and
taxes. Nearly fifty acres areprotected by an Agricultural Preservation
Restriction held by theAnerican Farmland Trust, Inc. Thirty-five acres have
conservation easenments held by t he Appalachian Trail Conference, whilethe
Appal achi an National Scenic Trail passes through parcels affecting and
protecting an additional fifty-one acres.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation inthis area of western Massachusetts
are poorly understood, any surviving sites would be significant. Sitesin
this area could provide valuable data towards a better understanding of
interior upland settlement and the relationship of that settlement to riverine
systens eastward along the Connecticut River, westward to the Hudson River and
upstate New York, and south along the Housatonic River. Sites inthis area

m ght also provide informationindicating the extent of contact between
cultures occupying the drainages noted above

Historic archaeol ogical remains described above have the potential

for providing detailed informationon the changing social, cultural and
econom c patterns that characterizedlife on a continually operated rural farm
and agricultural community i n Berkshire County from the 18th to 20th century.
Archaeol ogical survivals on the farm are enhanced by the farms undisturbed
state and through its ownership by one famly from the early 1800s to 1960s.

(end)
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8 Saement o Sgnificance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
n nationally | |statewide [Y1 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria ['XIA | |[B FXIC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A \Z]B \z1C

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Agricul ture 1744-1939 1744
Architecture

Expl or aci on/ Sett | enent

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Westover-Bacon-Potts Farmretains itsrural agricultural setting and i s
reflective of amdtolate eighteenth century intact farmstead. Theproperty
is one of thebest extant exanples of a well preserved farm conplexi n
Berkshire County with itsl1744farm house, several period outbuildings, and
surrounding farm |l andscape. The conmplex retains architectural andhistorical
integrity andi ssignificant for theperiod beginning i n1744 when t he house
was constructed t 01939t hroughout which time thefarm has been i ncontinuous
use. The property retains integrity of location, setting, design,
association, materials, workmanship, andfeeling. The Westover-Bacon-Potts
Farmmeets Criteria A and C of theNational Register of Historic Places and i s
significant at thelocal Ilevel.

Al'though colonial settlement of theland that became Egrenont did not begin
until theearly tomd 1700s, Robert LivingstonandKillian VanRenssel aer
acquired large tracts of land from t he Hudson River t ot heBerkshires i n 1685,
during which time there were boundary disputes between New York and
Massachusetts. Mich of ilJiis land included or passed near the Indian
Reservation of t heMahi can Al gonqui ans.  The CGeneral Court of Massachusetts
nmoved t oacquire reservationland i n1737. The I ndi an Reservation covered a
vast area including parts of thetowns of Mount Washington and Sheffield, Wst
Egrenont and South Egrenont village. | nl1737 onehalf of theReservation was
deeded t o John Van CGui |l der, a full blooded Mahica Indianraised by Dutch
parents i n Rye, New York. The southern part was | eased t oAndreas Kamer

(after whomKarner Brook, which passes through South Egremont, i snaned) i n
1740.

Egremont, so naned for Charles Wndham theEarl of Egrenont, was nade a
district i n 1760 andhadi t sfirst nmeetinghouse constructed i n1761 on Town
House Hill. The Town was incorporated i n1775. Boundaries were alteredi n
1790 on theAlford border onthenorth andthe Sheffield border on the

sout heast. Munt Washington | and was annexed i n 1817.

nn See continuation sheet
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[XI See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [XTI State historic preservation office
| Ipreviously listed in the National Register | |Other State agency
| Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register | I|Federal agency
| Idesignated a National Historic Landmark | ILocal government
| Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I University
Survey # e other
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Massachusetts Historical Conmssion

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 150.2 acres

UTM References . . o ) o
A LL8J 161 3,1 5|8|0| 14i616i 715 1i01 BLL8 I6L3ill62i0l 142672160
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

CLLg) 1613,013i8,0] |4i6]6[6]8]7]0] DLL8) 1613 0LG6ia 14i616i714i4i0l

rX] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description ) P i 11
See Attached of Land Survey - The property i s diviaed into seven parcels, all ot
which are included i nthe National Register Nomnation a&plmanon. Land recently
surveyed and nost accurate account i sthe "P an of Land Surveyed, My Margar et
Del 1 ogg, Noventer 1986", by Kelly Ganger Parsons & Associates, Inc.

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The 150.221 acres includes the late 18th century property boundaries owed by Vestover,
and passed t o successi ve generations of Bacons, Potts, and Vérners, !!is the area of
land that includes the house, barns, and surrounding farntandthat was i n continuous
use and conprised aworkingfarm

| |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftte .lames Parrish / Gretchen Schuler w/ Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachub;etts Historical Commission gate August 1989

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone _ 617-7217- 847_0

city or town ~ BOSIOD state  MA zip code 02116
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Fol lowing the Revolution there was a decline in population (759 in 1790),

whi ch was reversed in the early 1800s when the twelfth Massachusetts Turnpike
(Route 23) cut through the village of South Egremont. The early econony was
based on farmng with sone industrial growth including shoes, marbles, and
axles in South Egremont Village. Although al [industrial activity had ceased
by the end of the 1800s, farmng andgrazing continued throughout the region.
Economi ¢ decline was unavoidable until the 1930s when Maj or Hugh Sm | ey
established aresort community andthe town was revitalized with tourist
trade.

Joseph Van Guil der, sonof John Van Guil der and Mary Karner, sold title of his
property t o Jonah Westover in 1751. Westover hadsettled onthe land inl1744
when he built the Second Period saltbox dwelling. Westover died inl768
leaving the farm t ohis son, Jonah Westover. The 1769estate inventory shows
that Westover's farm was used for crops such as hay, wheat andcorn. I n
addition there was a sizeable livestock inventory accounting for the
continuous use of pastures for grazing.

Al'though the Bacon family did not ownthe property until 1859, Andrew Baconl |
(1791-1875) andhis second wife, Betsey Bronson (d. 1862) l|ived here from1830
when they began renting the property. Andrew Bacon's parents, Andrew Bacon
(1765-1840) and Lucy Upson (1766-1862) lived in South Egremont from 1791,
Bacon was one of the organizers of the Congregational Church in 1816. From
1830 when Andrew Bacon | | noved t othis property until 1966 when Carl Warner
sold the farm i t was owned by one fami |y and passed from generationt o
generation. Bacon's daughter Nancy married Herman T. Potts whose daughter
married Fred A Warner.

The farm was i n continual usefrom the mi d1700s until the 1960s when Carl C
Varner was still deliveringmlk tothe Great Barrington M|k Exchange. The
Bacons, Potts, andWarners ran a dairy farm andwere known for their cheese

products. Although not farmed by the present owners the pasture landi s

| eased t oa nearby farmer for grazing cows.

The Westover-Bacon-Potts Farmis the only known farm i n Berkshire County that
can boast this long history of continuous usewhile displaying the best
preserved exanple of a m deighteenth century farmstead with related period
outbuildings. [Itis for this reason that the dramatic andunspoiled |andscape
of the farmis avital ingredient t othe significance of the property. Use
and ownership by onefam ly from the early 1800s t othe 1960s accounts for a
reliable oral history which has preserved nuch of the tradition of the farm
and is the source of dates for the outbuildings.

The Westover-Bacon-Potts House is the ol dest extant dwelling in Egrenont and
is the only remining exanple of a twoandone-half story Second Period

(continued)
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twel ve-over-eight sash at thefirst, second, and attic story levels. Therei s
an additional six-over-six window |ocated towards therear on t he second
story. The north and south sides each have anexit from thefirst floor
parlor known as a "funeral"” door that i sflush with thedwelling s front
corner boards. n thesouth side there i san additional entrance with one
twel ve- over-eight sash flush with thesecond door, having a common lintel.

The large roof expanse i sevident at therear or west elevation. A long rear
ell with a small rectangular addition extends from therear at the northwest
corner of thehouse. e twelve-over-eight sash i scentrally located next to
the el li nthemin house's rear elevation. The one and one-half story ell i s
sheathed i nearly twentieth century nolded edge clapboards and has one
entrance door and wi ndow gl azing infill i nthewodshed arched openings. This
ell connects with thelarge two-story barn which has a pitched roof
perpendicular totheell. The barn has been converted t ohousing and has

cl apboard sheathing and three-part wi ndows with doubl e-hung, multi-light sash
in thegable end and several newmulti-light wi ndows and an entrance i n the
rear or west barn elevation. The rear el | and t heconverted horse barn, both
of which areattached tothemin farm house are said t ohave been built

bet ween 1806 and 1815.

Interior features have been preserved throughout including raised field
paneling, fireplaces, boxed structural menbers, and paneled doors with period
hardware including strap and H-hinges, and Norfolk and Suffolk |atches. The
first floor displays thetraditional two-room plan with an incorporated

| ean-to making i t an integral three-room plan. Around t hemassive central
core chimmey there aretwo front parlors oneither side of thefront
stairhall. The stairhall has a dog-leg staircase, a nmolded handrail and w de
string with a plain newel post, and nmol ded wai nscot paneling. The featherwork
finish of thepaneling and staircase i snotable and was carefully restoredi n
1967 according toadvise from experts at Colonial WIlliamsburg. The parlors
each have a small fireplace on theinterior wall with sinple molding and

narrow mantel, lintel and interior firebox sides of marble, and parson's
cupboards above and t otheside of thefireplace. Gunstock corner posts and
beans ar e boxed and display a narrow bead detail. The north parlor has a
built-in corner cupboard and chairrail. The keeping room or early kitchen,

which i sthelong rear roomhas a large fireplace with a bake oven ont he
interior wall with double parson's cupboards, boxed chimey girts, and flanked
by four-panel doors that lead tothefront parlors. Qe end of t hekeeping
room formerly thehorning room was converted toa nmodern kitchen i n 1967.
At that time heat and running water were added and nost of t hechanges were
confined totheel | and t hehorse barn.

The second-floor plan has two front bed chanbers and a narrow hall acrossthe
back under thelean-to roof. The south chanmber has a sinple fireplace with

(continued)
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brick lintel and firebox, a narrow plain mantel and comer molding next to one
side of the fireplace to allow for a jog in the wall. Interior doors on the
second floor display the early raised field paneling with tw large panels and
modi fied butterfly / strap hinges and sinple Suffolk [latches.

Outbuildings at the farminclude tw Iate eighteenth century structures both
of which have vertical barn-board siding and pitched roofs with no returns.
The dates come from oral famly history and are consistent with construction
techniques. The late eighteenth century barn (33 feet x 46 feet) has three
levels with cow and box stalls on the first floor, grain and nw areas on the
second, and a loft for the third level. The carriage or wagon shed (20 feet x
36 feet) is one and one-half stories with a shallow loft. |t appears to have
been built in tw stages and is thought to date fromthe late 1700s. The tool
shed (8 feet x 11 feet), situated behind the converted horse barn attached to
the house, dates fromcirca 1850 and is a gable-end structure with an asphalt
roof, no returns, featheredge clapboard siding, a plank door in the gable-end,
and six-over-six sash set ina slightly projecting frame.

The landscape surrounding the farmhouse and outbuildings is integral to the
conplex and retains itseighteenth century character with open fields near the
house, woodl ands on the easten part, and a large pond through which a
tributary to Willard Brook flows. Sone ancient stonewalls remain, remniscent
of the early pasture demarcations. O close exam nation, remants of the wall
systens can be found, nmany of which were dismantled to use in the nearby
roadbeds in the early 1900s.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites arecurrently recorded ontheproperty, it i s
likely that sites arepresent. Qne prehistoric site has been recorded i n the
general area (within onemile). The physical characteristics of theproperty,
nunerous wel | -drained terraces bordering twostreams, a pond, and W1l ard
Brook Saanp, indicate favorable locational criteria for native settlement and
subsistence activities. Gven theundisturbed nature of theland andl arge
size of theparcel, a high potential exists that sites are present.

There i salso a high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical
remains ontheproperty. Further documentory research, controlled testing,
and excavation can determ ne whether or not survivals (structural remains,

m ddens, canpsites) exist from t he Mahi can Al gonquian Indian Reservation
reported onpart of theproperty until 1737. Simlar research mght also
determ ne whether theremins of eighteenth andnineteenth century
outbuildings exist as well as occupation related features such as trash pits,
privies andwells. Thelocation of a house and barn wel |l ar e known though
others may exist. Sheet refuse andsubsurface features related t o structures
still extant (ca. 1750 barn, ca. 1770carriage or wagon shed, 1806 horse
barn, ca. 1850too0l or garden shed) nay al so be present.

(end)
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UM Ref erences

PQ NI ZONE EASTI NG NORTH NG
E 18 630- 670 4667- 430
F 18 630- 660 4667- 480
G 18 631- 010 4667- 480
H 18 631- 120 4667- 290
I 18 631- 430 4667- 360

J 18 631- 390 4667- 470
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January 9, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Departnment of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DBC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

West over - Bacon-Potts Farm Route 41, South Egremont (Berkshire County),
Massachusetts, 02158.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Onaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and
were afforded the opportunity to cooment. GComments received to date are
attached to thenomnation form

Anne E Tait ~
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osur e:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmege, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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NATIONAL
OEQISTER

June 8, 1990

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:

P ease find the\dstover-Bacon-Potts Farm National Register Nomnation which
was returned on 3/2/90. Al | corrections have been nade f or resubm ssion.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gommission

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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st 16, 1990

Mrs. Dolores Byers

National Register of Historic Places
P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Mrs. Byes

| have endlosed the Assessor's migps for the Progpects Heights Historic
District, Milford nomination. The megps were inadvertantly omitted from the
original submission. | hope that this completes the technical documentation
for the district.

Secondly, there is an incorrect entry in the Federa Register for the
Westover-Bacon-Potts  property located in Egremont. not South Egremont.
Massachusetts(Berkshire, County). If this needs to be forwarded to another
person with whom you work, | would appreciate you giving this to them.

If you have any further questions, please do not hedtate contacting either
Betsy Friedberg, or mysdf.

Sincerdly,

‘Anre E. Tait
Survey Coordinator
Massachusetts Historical Commission

mcl.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



