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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Imown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\ The Minnesota Historical Society bullding, a handsome
structure of warm grey gﬂ@nite, is situated on a hill east of

and facing the Capitol unds., The architectural style is
simplified Roman Renaisdance, the central motive being an
Tonic colonnade, stately &and majestic in scale, grogected
over a recessed loggia. Broad terraces flank the main
facade on both sides, and a huge bronze candelabrim §tands
at each side of theentrance. The building, which is five
storles high, including basement and ground fleoors, and
160 feet long by 100 feet wide, is almost entirely a “
Minnesota product., The éxteérior granite is from Sauk Rapids;
~ the brick and firepreofing tile are from Chaska ‘and Minneapolis
respectively; the stone for the walls of the vestibule and
the entrance hall on the first floor is from Frontenac;
and the marble of the staircases and of the floors of the
corridors and stack room is from Kaseta. '

‘ Dignity and simplicity are the keynote of the interior
of the building, as well as of the exterior, Opposite the
vestibule on the first floor is a broad staircase of Kasota
stone with a decorative bronze rail, which gives access to
the floors above and below. The corridor floors are of a
grey terrazzo bordered with Kasota stone and the paneled
ceiling is decorated with bands of conventiomal design. On
each side of the stairway, windows in bronze frames which
originally opened into light courts, have been remodeled into
additional eifiee spaee. :The ‘woedwork throughout the building
is light oak;. f I Y R TR T - LRRETD

Facilities lecated within the building include the
library and library reading room, the manuscripts reading
room, the newspaper and microfilm department, the publications
department, the educational services department, and the
audio-visual department. The Mistorical Society Museum
occupies the entire third floeor.
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One_of the early acts of the first territorial
legislature was the 1ncorporation of the Minnesota Historical
Society, to collect and preserve "matters and things connected
with, and calculated to illustrate and perpetuate the history
and settlement" of the territory. The act of incorporation
was approved on October 20, 2849, and a few weeks later the
society was organized with Governor Ramsey as its first
president. ‘

Censtruc&/gn of the present building was bkegun in

ecember, 1915, ”acoording to plans drawn by Clarence H.

Johnston, the archltect, and_.the completed building was
dedicated on May 11, 191&,/

'The Minnesota Historxaal Seciety Bullding 4is a valuable
asset, not only as the home of the oldest institution in
the state, but as an important architectural site. The
structure is a significant part - of /architectural complex
which includes the captiol buildi tsélf and-the-senate

Historical Society Building is essential _in
style and scale of the captiol fro Entbfiph
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Donn Coddington, Supervisor

CITY OR TOWN:

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. v
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [} State [ Local [

The recommended

Name

[oReaNtzATION Historic Sites Bepartment . ; ToRTE
Migpeseta Hisborieal Soedety ' rf v t;Q/?B/?Z
Bldg’ 259 Ft L) Snﬁllin y “’ g 1'? - -~ NN A

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-~ '

titte Director, Minn, Historical

Society
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeqiogy and H%ic Preservation
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