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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if Known.) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Minnesota Historical Society building, a handsome 
structure of warm "'' grej_g^.nite,>_is situated on a hill east of 
and facing the Capitol g^il¥s7 The architectural style is 
simplified toman Renaissance, the central motive being an
*_• ̂ inw-sw, —— w^^^^^'^-^^^-^^'^K** . . -- .— Twwm-t.—— w ——— ~-*™-- ——— WTUWTJ^^^:WW^^,«W,K^^I^,E>^^'™^^ _in' scale,

'Br^yad^J^i!raees__flank tile main '
on'b©th sides, and a 'huge 

at"""eaeh ""SIS* ""of'-'-the-ent-rance. The balding, which is
including basement and ground floors, and 
Jb!j_iOO fe@t wide, is almost entirely a

Minnesota product . TM^ exterior granite is from Sauk Eapids; 
the brick and fireproof ing tile are from Ghaska and Minneapolis 
respectively; the stone fop the walls of the vestibule and 
the entrance hall on the first floor is from Frontenac; 
and the marble of the staircases and of the floors of the 
corridors and stack room is from Kasota*

Dignity and simplicity are the keynote of the interior 
of the builaing, as well as of the exterior, Opposite the 
vestibule on the first floor is a broad staircase of Kasota 
stone with a decorative bronze rail, which gives access to 
the floors above and below* The corridor floors are of a 
grey terra zzo bordered with Kasota stone and the paneled 
ceiling is decorated with bands of conventional design. On 
each side of the stairway, windows in bronze frames which 
originally opened into light courts, have been remodeled into 
additional office sfaee? ;>The woodwork throughout the building 
is light- ' ' •

m 
rn

Facilities located within the building include the 
library and library reading room, the manuscripts reading 
room, the newspaper and microfilm department, the publications 
department, the educational services department, and the 
audio-visual department. The Historical Society Museum 
occupies the entire third floor*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

One ©f^jjjiejgajrj.^
le^is'latur^^was"the inco^orlit"Ion,..../©'f ,., Jiie_Minnesota Historical 
Society, "tc^""c^llec't''v''and^'preserve "matters and things connected 
with, and calculated to illustrate and perpetuate the history 
and settlement" of the territory. The act ©f incorporation 
was approved o^__0cjyib.ex_iiL? It41* a**d a few weeks later the
society was organized with Governor Ramsey as its first 
president.

Construction of the present building was feegun in
December, 1911, aeicording to plans drawn by ClarenceJI.

v^JohnsJion, the architect, and^the completed buTTllng" was
ieHcated on May 11,

The Minnesota HistoricalsSocietyrBuilding;is a valuable 
asset, not only as the home ©f the ©Iciest institution in 
the state, but as an important architectural site. The 
structure is a sjgitii^^^ 
which includes the capti©! building 'it^seTf"""and^"tfee"S-ematre~""""

..-fc-^-y1"-""'"'""*""••••-'-••"";-*-"<"--' *--•-.-- .-"..- -^^,....... ,,-^,^^v,.^.^^-..^. ; .-.( *-.-^v^----/.-'-''--: '.^-'-.-•--•-•.-•.:•.:.--'.-..- ,-. .,;. • ,->• --••-^'v -"- :r*Wf!ff'.^>>^.x,Tr ,.^^ ^ »*^*

ofiices to the w<KSlu.; :-The, retention of ''tlf^7|i±nnes0tli. 
HJLlltiorlcar Bocleliy Building is essenife^jL]^4n protecting the 
style and scale ©f the captiol froBrcrokMKiMble modern 
intrusion.



The Minnesota Capitol Official Gmide and History. Julie C.
Gamthier, State Auditor, f^mblislier, St. Paul, Mimu, 1939.
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NAME AND TITLE: ,

Bonn Codding ton, Supervisor
ORGAN. ZA TroN Historic ̂ Sites Bepartiaent 

'" ' Minnesota Historical Society ff~- ? v "-' i; -
STREET AND NUMB.ER: • .••

Bids. 25, Ft. Snellini
CITY OR TOWN: ' ; ' ; ' '

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- '' 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Cl^— State Q| Local Q

Title Director, Minn. Historical
Society
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r 4 1 ^,>- ^ ^ ,-.--,- _..*,
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"^ DATE
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiswric Preservation
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U.S.G.S. 7.5 Quadrangle 
St. Paul, East, Minnesota 
1:24000 1967 
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